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Communist Push For Atheism
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A few days More the open-
in* of the historic Ecumenical
Council in Rome the Soviet
Communist party called for a
more effective c a m p a i g n
against r e -
ligion. T h e
n e w s paper
Pravda, offi-
cial voice of
the pa r t y ,
editorially de-
manded that
"greater at-
t e n t i o n be _ _ _
g i v e n to McGILL
training of qualified propagan-

dist! of atheism, to atheistic In*
(truction 9! all member* and
Konsomals (Communist young
people) to make everyone into
a militant anti-religionist."

The editorial could be describ-
ed as quite frank. There are, it
(aid, a great many Soviet peo-
ple still in the captivity of re-
ligious ideology. Prejudices of
the past and superstition pre-
vent these people, said Pravda,
from fully developing their cre-
ative strength in labor, in pub-
lic life, and in the construction
of communism. The people fur-
ther were reminded that Pre-

iCousin Claire, Here's
How Things Have Been!

to place Truman in charge of
the Voice of America, and let
him air some speeches to the
Cuban people, but our assist-
ants couldn't translate some of
Harry'i "language" into Span-
ish.

Actually Castro's missiles
aren't loaded with atomic war-
heads, only hot tomales . . .
they're going to burn us out.

Television has been filled
with news about the Cuban sit-
uation. Every program is in- j
tempted with special news
reports.

I tuned in the middle of sev-
eral shows this week — I don't
watch TV much, and so I'm
not familiar with the pro-
grams. Is there a show called
"Sing Along With Nikita?"
How about "Ben Castro!"

The Gazette even put out
a special edition on the Cuban
situation. We stayed up all
night getting it together. We
sold them on the streets the
next day. I'm afraid we didn't

to annex Lowell, and Lowell
wanted to annex Gastonia. So
they have reached, a compro-
mise. Dallas is going to an-
next both of them.

My first cousin, Claire At-
kins was married Saturday

I night. She is spending her
honeymoon deep in the moun-
tains of Western North Caro-
lina, away-from the cares of
the wor.ld. from newspapers,
radio, television, and other
forms of communication. So
that she won't be too shocked
when she returns this week
and reads and hears about all
the many crises that have
arisen, I am writing her this
letter to tell her what h a s
been happening back home and
around the world.

Dear Claire,

It must be nice to be honey-
mooning in the autumn color-
ed mountains—with not a wor-
ry in the world. I envy you.
I thought I would just drop
you this line to let you know
what is going on back here
in "civilization."

"Uncivilization" would be a
better word for it. The way
the world is acting, you.
wouldn't think there was a
civilized person left in It.

I would tay that it has been
a rather eventful week, since
you have gone.

Gastonia and Lowell tried to
annex each other, we almost
got into a third world war, and
Ben Casey cut himself shav-
ing the other night on TV and
fainted at the sight of blood.
Oh horrors!

Yes, President Kennedy fin-
ally acted In the Cuban situa-
tion. He decided he had better
do something. It wasn't so bad
when Cuba turned communist,

Ji or when Castro executed thou-
S sands of Cubans . . . or even
j| when they set up about 20 mis-
if »iles bases, and aimed all the
!| missiles at the United States,
it but when Castro refused to let
ff the Havana book stores sell
|̂ brother Bobby's newest book,

d that was the last straw.
3 Actually the President be-

gan to get a little concerned
when he noticed that all his
security agents were speaking
Spanish. Then one day he told
Caroline to' go outside and
play, pointed at him and said
"Yankee Go Home."

Kennedy has the situation
well in hand now. He has quar-

j antined Cuba. I just hope "Dr.
vj Kennedy" has the right med-
£ icine for these "sick" people.
4 I'm afraid there may not be
| any medicine for their sick-
it ness, I'm just glad I'm not the
ft one who has to nail the quar-
f ' ajitine sign on Fidel's front
J door. I bet Fidel has a few
4 "shots" he would like to give
J-j JFK, but not from a needle.
$ The President has laid his
'•; plans though. He has block-
j aded the Cuban ports, he is
j checking all the Russian ships P. S. Please tell your hus-
< for weapons, and our armed band to return the engine to
"5 forces are ready. If all this my car. It won't run too well
j fails, as a last resort, he is without it and Bonnie is get

going to ask Harry Truman
*# to take over the presidency
$ again. Then JFK will just sit
s{ back and hope Castro makes

a nasty remark about Mar-
garet Truman's singing

> Actually, Kennedy was going
if

ACROSS
THE

ATLANTIC Hint Bassewit*

Ashevilte, N. C., is -on stage
in Zurich, Switzerland. Two
weeks ago Thomas Wolfe's
"Welcome in Our City" was
first performed at the "Zurcher
Schauspielhaus," for the first
time since the evening of May
11, 1923 at Harvard, where
Wolfe was studying playwriting
under professor Baker, and
where his fellow students were
not very much impressed by it.
The German translation of the
title is: "Willkornroen in Alta-
mont". Up to now it has been
quite a success.

After all it is t risk to put on
stage the work of a 22-year-old
American student who wrote
t h i s drama before O'Neill
changed the American theatre
art, before Bert Brecht found
his formula of expression of

do too well. Dur salesman kept »j our century in the so-called
complaining about his feet 3 epic theater. Thornton Wilder

was unknown in 1923, so was
Jean Anouilh, the famous,
French playwright, in those
days Faulkner and Hemingway
were beginning to write. The
now leading Swiss dramatists.
Max French and Friedrich Dur-

hurting—he looked pretty bad
too—he needed a shave. But
he wai the best we could find
—I'm afraid your brother
Jim just wasn't cut out to sell
papers.

Well, there has been some ,
excitement in the field of city f renmatt, were eleven and one
government. Gastonia wanted *j year old.

At that time the gigantic stu-
dent from Asheville wrote the
technically gigantic play of
"Niggertown" (as it was first
called): 31 talking roles, 13 only

Gastonia said that Lowell T acting roles and seven times
couldn't provide enough sewer f changes of the scene.
lines for the people. Lowell

MAY BE THAT is the reason

who again is living in the iso-
lation of the sensitive and think-
ing individual. Preston Carr the
governor serves as an example
of a shallow existence who is
living for and by public opin-
ion. The race issue logically
comes into the play, through the
sociologist Mulchings who be-
lieves in the superiority of the
whites — and through the un-
necessary death of the shoe-
maker Amos who is killed by
bullet in a riot — and who had
absolutely no part in the whole
issue.

THE CAST In Zurich up to
now has been a great success.
There is good chance that other
theaters of the German lan-
guage in Austria, in Germany,
or in Switzerland again will put
"Welcome in Our City" on their
programs. As Zurich has a very
high reputation among Euro-
pean theatres, after this begin-
ning the play might be trans-
lated into French or Italian or
Swedish. The example has
shown that Thomas Wolfe can
be played even after 39 years
— and that should be possible
even in America, where no
translation is necessary. There
is, no doubt, much value to
plays like "Send me no
flowers". There is more value,
however, to a play by the poet
Thomas Wolfe.

mier Khrushchev hid called for
a rigid system of scientific athe-
ism that would reach all areas
of religion and halt the spread
of religious news, "especially
among children and youths."

WITHIN DAYS after Pravda'i
somewhat angry editorial Mos-
cow provided evidence of the
persistence of religious senti-
ments in Russian people. The
Robert Shaw Chorale appeared
in the Kremlin's theater as a
part of the United States' cul-
tural exchange program. The
audience was deeply moved by
the Chorale's religious music,
particularly Schubert's Mass in
G and the Negro spirituals. The
Soviet Deputy Minister of Cul-
ture commented on the ovation
given the Chorale: "Although
we are not a religious state,"
he said, "We Russians under-
stand things of the spirit."

It is against this setting that
we can turn attention to the
Ecumenical Council. Delegates
are emphasizing the need for
Christianity to come to grips
with the human predicament as
complicated by the psychologi-
cal and emotional pressures of
our time and situation.

Joseph Stalin, at the peak of
his war-time power, once asked
in scornful tones, "How many
divisions does the Pope have?"
That Christianity does have
power is everywhere evident.
Even in those communities
where it is not being used, the
potential power is to be seen.
The fact that it is apathetic in-
stead of vigorous calls atten-
tion to Christianity's neglect.
Both Pope John and the Archi-
bishop of Canterbury recently
commented on the failure of the
Christian church vigorously to
participate in issues where
Christianity and morality are
involved.

THERE IS A growing demand
that religion be made more rele-
vant to the lives and needs of
people. There is an insistent de-
mand that organized Chris-
tianity everywhere take a stand
against all sorts of human dis-
crimination. The Roman church
has noted that as man reaches
further and further into space
he may find persons on other
planets. These may not have
the same physical form as that

said they could too provide \
the sewer lines. Gastonia says
it has much more sewerage,
than Lowell. Lowell says they
have the most sewerage. It's
really a stinking situation.

Much more has happened, *
but I can't remember it all. »
On, yes, remember how much j
winter grass seed I put down
in my front yard. You told me
I was putting down too much.
I laughed it off and spread
away and watered it night and
day. Well, you ivere right, I
overdid it. I couldn't get it f
to stop growing. We're the t
only house in town with uall f
to wail grass. First, I mon f
the grass outside and then I
mow the living room.

Well, that's all for now. We
are looking forward to seeing
you and your husband when
you return to civilization .
on the other hand . . . if this
is civilization . . . my advice '
to you Is to stay in the moun-
tains.

Love,
GARLAND. ,

ting tired of pushing. I don t
know why he took it after
the reception. I had no
thoughts of following, you to
the mountains . . . I always
have the wild glint in my eye

I was born with it.

it was not played between 1923
and 1962. There are few
theater groups which can even
dream of such a personage. It.
has become, in the contrary, the
style of modern theater to keep
the roles of a play in small
numbers. The good reason for
that being that the problems o!
our time are not so much those
of society, of classes, which are
best shown in a mass of peo-
ple, but the subject for the
modern poet, as a rule, is the
individual. The trouble .of one
single soul is of greater import-
ance to us than the tensions in
a group or in the realm of
state and power. Wolfe, in those
days still convinced that his
genius would rise on the wooden
boards of a stage, conceived

'Niggertown", however, in the
broad scene of an epic novel,
thus putting the prejudice to
his further great career.

The foreground issue of the
play is, as you probably know,
real estate and city develop-
ment in Asheville. Business and
politics are colluding to make
the Negroes sell their property
for an expansion of the white
district. The drama does not
come out of this issue so much
as it does exist in the skillfully
designed characters of the
human beings who are involved
in the issue: the Negro doctor
Johnson who loses his daughter,
and finally his life to Lee Rut-
ledge the son of his counter-
part, the white Mr. Rutledge,

Today is my birthday anni-
versary — my 82nd tp be exact.
I was born in Asheville, Oct.
17, 1880. The intervening years
have been good to me. While, of
course, not as active as I once
was, I still have the use—to
some extent at least—of my sev-
eral senses—am able to read and
write, converse with my friends
when they .drop by to pass' the
time 'o day with me and dis-
cuss the happenings of days
past, present and to come.

Naturally the past comes in
for quite a bit of the conversa-
tion, though I am trying, as
nearly as possible, to keep up
with current events and take a
peep occasionally into the fu-
ture.

In my earlier years in Ashe-
ville, I attended school at the
old Asheville "Female" Col-
lege with which my father, the

late Ben E. Atkins, was con-
nected for many years as a
teacher and later, as president.
My uncle, the late Bishop
James Atkins, Was president and
owner of the college for many
years. I remember many mem-
bers of the faculty during those
years. Among them were Dr.
Victor Kneringer and D. C.
Falk teachers of music, and
many others whose names
escape me at this time. As a boy
I attended classes in the pri-
mary department. A m o n g
those of the teachers I remem-
ber best were Miss Carrie
Black and Miss Ellen M. Hen-
derson, the last named of Lo-
gansport, Ind. During those
years I remember many inci-
dents of keen interest ID me. My
first attendance there were
classes in the primary depart-
ment under Misses Black and
Henderson.

Walter Lippmann

Towards A German Policy
The American decision to act

in Berlin without unanimous
agreement by all the Allies,
provided West Germany coop-
erates, could
be highly im-
p o r t a n t.
There is some
doubt about it
because o f
the interview
given to a
G e r m a n
newspaper by
t h e Defense
M i n i s t e r ,
Franz Joseph LIPPMANN
Stnusi. The full text is not
available as I write, but Herr
Stratus appears to say that
Ge many will hold back unless
all the occupying powers plus
NATO have first committed
themselves in a conflict. This
uncertainty will have to be
cleared up If the commitment
on Berlin Is to be fully activated.

Probably it will be cleared
up. But, as important as this
would be, It would not be
enough. Stanading firm in a
showdown will not solve the Ber-
lin problem, which is how to
guarantee » food life of demo-
cratic freedom to half a city
over * hundred miles deep in-
tide the Communist world.
Either before a ihowdewn or
after It, H will be necessary to
resume th» negotiations with
UM Soviet Union which have
been stalled line* last ipring.

The negotiations, of count,
have m chine* to succeed with-
out UM coma* and collabora-
tion if the West German govern-
ment. For tbl« in, we must never
ferget, not only t Soviet and an

a German problem.
Yet there is not now.a true,

political understanding about the
future of Berlin and of Germany
between Bonn and Washington.
We must hope the basis of such
an understanding can be laid

. down during Chancellor Aden-
auer's coming visit to Washing-
ton and that the understanding
can be worked out while he is
still the German Chancellor.

THE PARAMOUNT practical
issue upon' which significant
negotiations depend and around
which they will revolve is the
degree of recognition which the
Western allies will accord to
the East German state. Western
withdrawal from Berlin is not,
as we have all said again and
again, a negotiable question.
But the degree of recognition
of and the kind of relationship
with East Germany are emin-
ently negotiable questions.

Thus, commercial s u r f a c e
traffic with West Berlin has for
years been regulated by a Bonn-
Pankow trade agreement and
has been administered by East
German officials. It is sheer
nonsense, therefore, to talk as
if there has been or could be
iuch a thing at absolute non-
recognition. The practical ques-
tion is how much more recogni-
tion and of what kind there It
lobe.

It is fashionable to treat any
further recognition of East Ger-
many *« a concession made at
the expense of West Germany.
I believe thU to be a fallacy,
and 1 submit that it la only by
increasing economic, scientific,
social, and political contact that
the two Germanys ean-eventual-

Allitd' problem, It It primarily ly ba reunited peaceably.

THE OFFICIAL view is that
East Germany must have no
recognition which implies that
it is in fact a state, and that no
country anywhere in the world
(except the Soviet Union itself)
may have an. ambassador in
Bonn if it also sends an am-
bassador to Pankpw. The offic-
ial view of reunification is that
East Germany is to be given
the chance tp vote itself out of
the Communist orbit and out of
the Soviet alliance in order to
join West Germany and the
Western Alliance.

This is, and always has been,
a pipe dream, and nobody who
has ever been to Germany or
has studied the German ques-
tion believes that there is any-
thing in it. The world is rent by
a momentous power struggle
between the Soviet Union and
the West, and it is inconceivable
that the Soviet Union will, while
it has the power to prevent it,
agree to a united Germany of
70 million people within the
NATO alliance.

INDEED, THE official view of
reunification is so patently im-
possible that, when it is put
forward by responsible rtates-
men, it arouses suspicions. To
propose reunification on what
are known to be impossible
terms is in fact notvto propose
reunification at all.

And in truth, Dr. Adenauer's
great friend, Gen. de Gaulle, is
not in favor of German reuni-
fication and avoided the discus-
sion of It during his recent tour
of Germany. The British govern-
ment it, to put it mildly, reluc-
tant to see Germany reunited.
The Low Countries do not want
reunification, and it would be

difficult to say with much cer-
tainty that Dr. Adenauer, who
is an anti-Prussian from the
Ehineland, has any burning de-
sire to be reunited with the
Prussians and the Saxons.

It can surely be said that the
official formula of reunification
by plebiscite is an obstacle to
the reunification of Germany,
not a method of achieving it.
That may be one of the reasons
why so many people who do not
want a big Germany pay lip
service to it.

YET, DESPITE the unaypwed
but very general objections to
German reunification, I for one
believe that the two Germanys
must be and should be reunited.

How? Once we fix it In our
minds that the two Germanys
cannot be reunited by Soviet
surrender, the only conceivable
way, I submit, is to start from
the situation as it is. This
means recognizing that there
are two German states, and
then providing ways and means
by which they can live side by
side and,1 as Germans with Ger-
mans, work out in detail and
by concrete experience their,
national unity. As I see it, the
two jermanys are a cloth which
has been torn apart. The task of
reunification is to reweave into
one whole the two unsightly
parts.

(1962 New York Herald Tribune
Inc.)

possessed by earth's creatures.
They may.or may not have de-
veloped religion. They may
not be of the same pigmentation
as earth's people. What will the
Christian church of earth do if
such persons are discovered and
communication established?

It is an exercise in humility
for Christians to consider their
history and faith. Until 50 A. D.,
for example, it Was not olficial-
ly determined that Gentiles
equally were entitled to com-
munion with the Jews, who
formed the great majority of
the early converts. In the year
50 A. D. a council of young
churches met at Jerusalem and
made this equality officials. la
the years since, it has occa-
sionally become necessary for
the church to restate this de-

citlon. Both the Vatican and
leaders of Protestant churches,
for example, were called upon
to deny claims made by pro-
ponents of slavery in the 16th
and 17th century that the non-
white slaves were really not
humans. In the closing years of
the past century there were
those who publicly described the
former slaves of our own coun-
try as not being human beings.

If the Ecumenical Council and
the debates inspired by it in all
Christendom succeed in making
Christianity more relevant to
life, the principles of Christian-
ity will reach even into Russia
and to whatever we may find in
the yet unexplored universe.
(Distributed 1962, by The Hall

Syndicate, Inc.)
(All Rights Reserved)

An Opinion That
Goes For Naught

— By Bill Williams —
I am not usually sensitive to Mama's nonchalance over tome

of my mundane espousals.
She has her troubles - all four of them, Tommy, Ben,

Judy and Beth. And when all of them descend with their own
varied whinings and Mama is trying to get supper on the table
before enters Papa the Pig, there is ample reason to understand
why she pays so little attention to me.

However, when she and I are sitting at the lunch table by
ourselves—Judy and Beth having departed for the great outside,
cookies in hand—there is no reason why Mama the Manager
shouldn't give my mouthings at least a bit of attention.

But, there we were, the two of us, and the world was ready
to fall apart.

Russian ships were heading on course for Cuba. Our own
task force was standing ready to intercept. H-hour was near.
What was going to happen?

Paul Harvey had just gone off, preceded by other news of
the minute. I sipped my soup. Mama was interested.

"What do you thlnk's going to happen?" she asked.
Graphically, I put my napkin to my lips, laid it on the table,

and cleared my throat.
"Well, there won't be any shooting," I laid.

* * *

SHE PUT UP A BRIEF argument and then lapsed into semi-
somnolence as I proceeded to undergird my argument.

"I foresee the Russians proceeding with their ships until
stopped by this country," I said. "And the only way we'll
stop them is by firing a warning shot across their bow. Then,
they'll finally turn around and head back, screaming all the
way. That, of course, will be the signal for one of the greatest
mouthings this world has ever known, and the man who'll do
it is Khrushchev. . . ."

I talked for a minute or two longer. And then I brought my
argument to a close.

I paused, waiting Mama's rebuttal. She was deeply engross-
ed in thought. Her brow was wrinkled by the effort. Finally, my
Phi Beta Kappa wife turned to me and said:

"As chairman of the grab-bag committee at the school...."
* * *

THE OTHER DAY, Mama looked in the mirror and told me
she had just plucked out a grey hair.

Now I know why. She shouldn't allow these world situations
to get her down.

* * *

LAST WEEK, Attorney Henry Whitesidet won a long and
drawn-out battle lor a client. The suit was over how much
money the client was to receive from the state for land con-
demned for 1-85.

In the first trial, the jury had awarded the client the full
amount. The judge, however, figured that the figure was too
high. He set aside the ruling.

In the following trial, last week, the jury again awarded
generously to Whiteside's client.

It had been a trying ordeal so Henry decided to take his
wife, Rose, and hie off to Florida for a brief vacation.

On the way down, Henry struck up a conversation aboard
the plane with a man who turned out to be a rancher from Dallas,
Tex.

When the rancher found out Henry was a lawyer, this Is
what he said:

"You know, maybe I need a lawyer. The City of Dallas Is go-
ing to take 287 acres of my land for a water reservoir lake.
They want to pay me $63,000, but the land right beside It is
bringing $1,000 an acre."

Oh, no. ...
* * *

LITTLE PUGH AND RUBY HAWKINS of 807 West Second
Ave. are going off to a convention in Asheville Tuesday.

They've never been to this type of convention before, so
they really don't know what to expect.

You see, Pugh and Ruby are dwarfs, "little people," and
the convention is a convention of "little people."

Pugh and Ruby have never allowed their diminutiveness to
hamper their spirit or activity. Pugh is a salesman for Bev-
eridge Sheet Metal and Ruby is a secretary in the office of
Loray Baptist Church.

They have two sons—Ray, 16, a five-foot-nine normal lad;
and Roger, 12, who stands three-feet-ten on the ruler.

Ruby is four-feet-two and her husband is four-feet-eigM.
Her comment over his being taller than she? "Oh, he's the

tall, dark and handsome type!"
That's life, brother.

OFF
THE

RECORD
BY JIM ATKINS

A rapid transition has taken might exceeds that of the So
place in this nation during the viet Union—all of these thing!
past week. It began last Mon-
day night at a time shortly
after 6:00 p. m.

A young, serious-minded man
—a man who has been both
cursed and praised in recent
months—stepped behind a mic-

crophone and in front of a TV
camera and in crisp, blunt, New
England tones told the world
that our country was threaten-

ed and that we had grown
weary of being patient. We
were taking steps to eliminate
that threat.

For many of us it took a day
or two for the full impact of
that message to sink in. When
it did, our feelings were mixed.
We were glad that our Presi-
dent was finally flinging the
gauntlet back to the Reds. We
were 100.per cent behind him.

Still, when we realized the
complete significance of his
words, we got an empty feel-
ing in our stomachs and we
quietly wondered if this was it.
Parents looked in fondly at their
sleeping children—what did the
future hold for them?

Old, forgotten scars of past
wars were suddenly remember-
ed. Books and newspaper arti-
cles dealing with atomic sur-
vival were brought out and
couples talked seriously, and far
into the night, about what to
do in case the sirens wailed.
Thoughts that had been dele-
gated to the far comers of our
minds suddenly came back with
startling clarity.

were true, but they didn't help
a whole lot.

For the first time in years
war was a "clear and preient
danger"—and this time we were
talking about a different kind
of war, one that Invofved the
survival of the human race.
We had read too many novels
and seen too many moviea on
atomic war.

But gradually the lump ii dis-
appearing in our throat! and
the sick feeling in our ttom-
achs Is going away. We were
scared, sure, and we still are.
But the sun Is still coming up
every morning and the kids
are still trudging off to school.
The nag at the pott office docs
not yet bear the hammer and
sickle.

We don't like the situation
any better, and the danger is
no less, but we «re learning
to live with it. It is possible
that we must leam to live with
it for a long time. We cannot
know.

America has not yet faced
her "moment of truth". Free-
dom has not yet come to the
crossroads, but we know, as
we have really known for a long
time, that the buttles fought
over the centuries are not yet
over—that brave men and wom-
en everywhere must still fight
for the dignity of man.

When we gaze in once more
at sleeping children, we know
why we must face crisis. WR
cannot allow those children to
be ground under the heel of a
tyrannical dictatorship. T h e y

It did no good to tell each
other that Khrushchev would

have to be crazy to start any- will have problems to face in
thing, that our bases complete- life, some more than others,
)y surrounded the Kremlin, that
our planes were in the air at
that very moment carrying
deadly cargo, that our Polaris
subs were prowling the waters
off Russia with pre-designated
targets, that our power and

but they must be given
chance. Nobody should be able
to tell them what to read, what
to say, and what to think. The
thought of war is horrible, be-
yond imagination—the loss of
freedom is worse.

Paul Harvey

The Amazing
Mr. American

Mr. "Anonymous" has written
some fine stuff. Doubtless he
has valid reasons for not want-
ing otherwise to identify him-
self as the
a u t h o r of
these n e x t
p a r agraphs.
If he d o e s
wants to re-
be happy to
introduce him
to you. If he
want to re-
main "anony-
mous," h i s
words are no HARVEY
less worthy. I may have spiked'
this with a paragraph or two
of my own to make it long
enough, but mostly from here
on I'm quoting.

The amazing American whips
enemy nations, then gives them
the shirt off his back. He yells
for speed laws that will stop fast
driving, but won't buy a car if
it won't do a hundred.

The amazing American gets
scared half to death' if we vote
one billion dollars for education,
but he's cool as the center seed
of a cucumber about spending
three billion dollars a year for
smoking tobacco.

HE GRIPES about the Ugh
prices of the things he has to
buy. He gripes about the low
prices of the things he has to
sell. He knows the lineup of
every baseball team In the
American and National leagues
but doesn't know half the words
in "The Star Spangled Banner."

An American will get mad at
his wife for not running their
home with the efficiency of a
hotel and mad at a hotel for not
being homelike.

He'll spend half a day looking
for vitamin pills to make him
live longer, then drive 90 miles
an hour on slick pavement to
make up for the time he lost.

The amazing American will
complain about his wife's cook-
ing. Yet, on a camping trip,
he'll eat half-fried potatoes,
burnt fish and coffee made with
gritty creek water in a rusty
bucket and think it's "wonder-
ful."

The amazing American will
work hard on a farm so he can
move to town .so he can make

more money ts be can move
back to the farm.

In Us office he likes to talk
about baseball, football, fish-
ing. Out at the fame or on the
creek bank, he talks business.

He Is the only guy in the
world who will pay 50 cents to
park Ms car while he eati a
25-cent sandwich.

AN AMERICAN likes to cuss
his Government, but he'll fight
any foreigner who does. He has
more food to eat than anybody
and more diet fads to keep him
from eating it. His is the most
civilized, most Christianized na-
tion on earth, but he dares not
deliver a payroll without an
armored car.

In America we have more ex-
perts on marriage than any
country in the world — and more
divorces.

The amazing American allows
enemies of his country to hide
behind the Constitution while
they seek to set fire to it. He's
likely to fight them in Laos and
tolerate them In Cuba.

He would not steal money
from his neighbor, but he'll pay
tax collectors to steal it for
him.

He irrigates desert to make
farmland, then puts the extra
acres in a soil bank.

He spent 280 million dollars
this year on tranquilizers — and
an equal sum on pep pills.

He tosses beer cans out the
car window, drops gum wrap-
pers in the gutter, plants auto
graveyards along the highways,
hides a mountain or meadow
with a billboard selling laxa-
tives, then stands up at his
civic club meeting and, with a
l u m p in his threat, sings
"America, the Beautiful."

YET, FOR all of that, the
amazing American is still a
pretty nice guy.

Despite all that he is not —
because of all that he is. —
calling anybody "a real Ameri-
can" is still the highest com-
pliment you can pay.
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College Fraternities Are Losing Ground
Like it or not (and many

don't like it) democracy is on
Uie march in the United States,
and giving way before it are
many traditional institutions.

One of these is the college
fraternity. Around the nation's
campuses, there is a small but
growing trend to eliminate the
Greek letter groups.

In some instances, it Is a mat-
ter of necessity, not of animosi-
ty toward the fraternities. The
need for more classrooms and
laboratories to handle the in-
flux of students and to meet the
needs of burgeoning knowledge
In all fields it simply crowding

out many of'them.
Case Institute of Technology

in Cleveland, for example, lack-
ing unused campus space, hat
aaounced it will tear down all
but one of its fraternity houses
to make room for an expansion
of teaching facilities.

Other schools, however,.have
decided that .the fraternity sys-
tem Is outmoded and constitutes
a positive hindrance to the
broadened functions of the to-
day's modern college or uni-
versity.

WILLIAMS College in Massa-

chusetts, over much opposition
from alumni and fraternity un-
dergraduates, will begin taking
over next year the room and
board and social functions of
the 15 fraternities on its cam-
pus. While fraternities will still
be allowed to operate, it is be-
lieved they cannot very well
continue to flourish if deprived
of income from feeding and
housing members.

The college trustees explain
that the fraternities are play-
ing a "disproportionate role" in
undergraduate activities. De-
spite efforts to erase the "rig-

ors and humiliations of t h e
caste system," such as banning
discrimination clauses, the pro-
gram of democratizing the fra-
ternities was consuming more
energy than it was worth.

College fraternities are not the
same as they were a few years
ago. "Hell Week," when n e w
members are initiated, is now
generally known as "Help
Week," and is devoted either
to useful work around the fra-
ternity house or in the com-
munity. Pledget are sent on
clothing or toy collection drives
for the needy rather than on

ridiculous scavenger hunts.

MANY FRATERNITIES have
responsibly attempted to deal
with the discrimination prob-
lem. Some chapters have even
had their national charters with-
drawn (or admitting "undesir-
ables."

But it seems to be a case
of too little and too late. The
social fraternities, as apposed
to the Greek letter societies
based on scholastic or profes-
sional accomplishment instead
of background or popularity.
are being squeezed by the

movement away from social
isolation.

On the other hand, those par-
ents who see the social fra-
ternity as a valuable experi-
ence in the transition from fam-
ily life into the hurly burly of
the adult world—and there are
many who believe it as impor-
tant as college itself—need not
be alarmed. Any change wil)
be a long and gradual process
and these parents will still have
the opportunity to choose lor
their children institutions '«!
higher education where the fra-
ternity system is still strong,.


