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apoke, the affalr was alrcedy having
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praved that % negotinted peace waa
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French Crisis

Mastery of Adenitc In
About To Fall to Hitler

*The peopls of tha Unitad States
ten kardly delieve that the pressnt
povernmant -of Frencea could b
droupht fo lend itself-to a plan of
voluntary allience, implied or pthar-
wiae, which would epparenily deliver
up Franca and- ils celonlal empire,
tncluding French Africun colonles
ane their Atlantic coasls, with the
menace which that Involves fo the
peaca and aafely ur;ﬁlhe Wartern
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'mh, trom the Président’s statement

* yesterdsy, 's cext in the lansusge of

diptomacy, and does not mean what it
ayz. The President iundoubtedly doss
“belleve that the thinga enumerated ate
precleely what the Vichy Government 1z
now preparing o do, and is zeeking
merely to glve ibat government one
more polite waming.

Whether Vichy plana now ta we the
French navy and Weygand’s wrmies to
wid the Nazl cause ix nol yet clear. It
is mora than probable, hawever. An
excuss can be' found In the fact that
the Britsh must bomb Byrian alr bazes
to head off the Nazls now landing there
with Vichy's permiasion, Just as an ex-
cuse was found Ln ihe Britlah aitack on
ihe French navy to bremch tha urms
of the armlstice. ;

What may be assumed as cerfaln i
that Viehy has given promises of full
ecilaboraticn 1h the passage of German

across unoccupled Francr to
-Bpain, and hos agreed to the Germana
using the Freuch beses in Africa. Thia
{5 the heart of the matter for ua.

_The pamsage of France and Spain ln-
to the Axia Involves alsa the auiomallc
entry of Portugal, which of course L1
unable ta resist. And what all this adds
up to In that the Nazla mre about to
get, not only the French bate at Dakar
Bbut &l the Arores. the Canares, and
Cupe Verdea, Togather, thess positions
dominate ths whole length of the At-
lantis. Once they are in Hitler's hands,
hiz attacks on Britsh shipping can be
enormously intenaified, and it la far
from cetlaln that canvoy can Any Jonger
be mnde effective.

Chances will be that the Battle of
the Atlaptic will be lost and that Britain

* will have to surreader and hand over lo

Hitler her navy, which means the com-
mand of the Atlantie, pnd her ship-
building facliitles. In that case wp will
be confrontsd in two oceans with haval
power mere than twice as greal ah oues,
nnd an effective two-ocean nary will
forever ba ont of the questton, since
the Axia bullding power will exceed ours
by four or flve limes to one."
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