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Public Education At The Crossroads:
A Time For Wisdom, Faith And Hope

AROM the mountains to the coast
l mood of North Carolina today
strange complex of ancient fears, present
problems and f of apathy
and vigor, of
tion, of

The pol the pres: of
“crisis’ lerable situati and
he need for a “program” to meet the

eat of racial integration. Yet the
i

social and econoi ck
always has—virtually invio-
upon its individuality
in its differentness, proud of
)gress, firm in its prejudices
indicative of this mood that the
mass of the population has refused
get excited about the Pearsall Plan
d Saturday’s special election. There is
something a little frightening about this
lag in interest—for this is the most im
portant decision the people of North
Carolina have had to make since the
beginning of the century.
e

a of

\'}I DO NOT intend to tell Tar Heels
how they must vote on the public
school amendment Saturday. We do not
presume to have any editorial monopoly
on wisdom, virtue or judgment. We be-
lieve—we deeply believe—that this is a
matter for the individual conscience of
each citizen

Our stand on the issue. as it developed
should be well known. We have no in-
tention of revising or diluting it now.
Following the July special session we
expressed the opinion that the General
Assembly had erred in combining the
two most important elements of the
Plan in a single constitutional
amendment. It erred in approving a lo-
cal option “safety valve” of questionable
safety—one which would endanger the
constitutional mandate for a uniform
system of free, state-supported public
schools. It erred in scheduling a state.
wide vote Sept. 8 rather than Nov. 6
when a larger expression of public senti
ment might have been obtained

Pearsall

UT IT IS too late for tears over what
the General Assembly did or did not
do. That is history. The question now is
whether the people of North Carolina
will accept what is frankly recognized
by all sides as a somewhat less than per-
fect legislative package in the absence
of anything better.
It is important

therefore that the
should know precisely what is
at They should also have the
benefit of some of the legitimate argu-
ments on both sides.

We have discussed the Pearsall Plan
in detail ever since it was first con-
ceived. At the risk of oversimplification,
we will attempt to present at this time
in capsule form certain viewpoints on
both sides of the issue.

In support of the Pearsall Plan—and

people

constitutional amendment imple-
proponents argue that it is
neasure to save the public schools. It
mits schools to be suspended only in

ce of ‘“intolerable situations
h may exist in a particular locality
1d permits the payment of state tuition
grants of approximately $135 a year to
children who would prefer to attend a
private school rather than a racially
mixed public school.

It is viewed, then, as a moderate
tional solution to the school prob-
is hoped that such a solution
will prevent outbreaks of violence stirred

theoretical
fety vals
argued that the state structure
{ education would be preserved and
that the voters in local communities will
be given freedom of choice to cope
with the problen
Proponents warn, oo, that if the
Pearsall Plan is not approved extrem
ists in the next General Assembly will
surely draft a program which is more
drastic in i on public education

in North Car
N OPPOSITION to the Pearsall Plan

and to the constitutional amendment
it can be argued that the best way to
save the schools” is to keep them open

Any weakening of the constitutional
mandate guaranteeing a universal sys-
tem of free, state-supported public edu-
cation is a backward step which North
Carolina ought not to take, opponents
argue. They see the state’s public school
system as its most valuable institution,
It is feared that the rights of a minority

ite or Negro—could be trampled by
the will of the majority if “local option
becomes law

As to tuition grants, it is argued that
$135 per per child would not pay
for an education in a private school in
North Carolina. Furthermore, there are
no private schools to speak of in the
state. Also, it is felt that a diversion of
public money into private channels
might not be constitutional

Finally, it is argued that Tar Heels
will have to resist the threat of drastic
legislation action whether the Pearsall
Plan passes or not

'I‘HF.RF can be no question about the
sincerity of leading figures on both

sides of this enormously important
issue. All believe they have the best
interests of the state and its people at
heart

The decision now rests in the collec-
tive conscience of the voters of North
“arolina

on Saturday. We
on you make
derstanding

Ve urge you to vote
urge further that the de
be rooted in intelligence
and moral conviction
The effect of what
with us through history

is done will live

Cornfields, Gum Trees & Patriotism

IS PATRIOTISM dead in the U. 5. A.?
This is the season for politicians to
make fist-thumping disclosure of the
quality burning so intensely within their
own breasts, while implying their op-
ponents have forgotten patriotism or
nk it is out of date

s always open season for article
writers to deplore the failure of schools
to “teach” patriotism. The decline of the
f aped bandbox exuding martial
summer evenings is lamented,
taken that people are
about hanging out the flag on

e is

patriotism can be
m or instilled from
1 love of

country ing loyalty
oaths, or s red, white
and blue. In sum N\«' ay that some-
thing ought to be done.

As a ma of fact, something
ing done. People are having vacatic
every summer, they are moving about

the broad land and they are looking at
it. Maybe patriotism can be pounded into

From The Washington Post & Times-

mind and heart by orators and teach-
ers. But it comes unspoken through the
eye that looks on the endless sweep and
configurations of the face of the nation.
Fach year more eyves behold that face.
and more hearts feel the quiet pride of
knowing that this land belongs to them,
and they belong to this land. It is a case
of mutual possession

The cornfields that march off out of

sight belong to an Ohio farmer. Some
Tennessean has a claim on the moun-
tainside where a single gum tree has

made an early surrender to autumn, The
sheep that mill at a meadow gate in Vir-
ginia are the property of some other
who plants their pasture and shears
their wool

But to the vacationer the
tree, the sheep, the mountain
long to him in a special way

He cannot explain the wonder that
hefeels, but it is like love, and he knows
that no one else can explain it either.

He thinks the orators and the article
writers ought to go out and lock at the
land, and be reassured.

corn, the
also be:

Herald

WHAT PRICE THE CITY?

N A DESPERATE effort to restore a
Jittle human comfort to the business
of living in New York City. the authori
ties are experimenting with air-condition

ing on the sub shuttle between
Times Square and the Grand Central
Terminal. The initial results may give

Frank Lloyd Wright, who long has re-

rded the city as totally inhumane
and outmoded, occasion for a highly
fying chuckle. It seems that the

one-minute run between the Square and
Terminal was not long enough for
the air-egnditioners to overcome the hot
air taken in during the one to two-min
ute stops at each end of the shuttle. The
ghtly sealed cars were thus more op-
pressive than the old leaky ones
The difficulty doubtless can be over-
come with air conditioner of higher ca
pacity. But this little example of the
exiravagani economics and absurd ex-

)

tremities of high-density living points up
growing realization among our
that the modern
ailment ncompatibility with
the basic amenities of life. Architect
ncio Williams of‘Argentina, perhaps
H:» hemisphere's nmumhn" exponent
this idea, and Richard J. Neutra of
fornia, are among l]hm who believe
at a radically new approach to urban
rooted in human needs, is nec-

zain the

best planners city's

basic

design

»ssary, We think merit
than whimsy in Dr s recent sug
that “the biologist and the

physiologist should be chairmen in meet
ings for reshaping the human environ:

ment

Sign on back of trailertruck: “Don't
Just Sit There, Nag Your Husband.”
ATLANTA CONSTITUTION.

Ike's Changing Image: From Father To Party Leader

By JOSEPH ALSOP
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People’s Platform

PRESIDENT DWIGHT D. EIS
The Switch Voters Are Leaving Him
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SITUATION FLUID

But the fact that the situation is

d - still relatvely fluid is by no means
ure to benefit the Republicans
They are vulnerable to further
losses in the ur reas, because
the urban working class voters are

By WALTER

NEW YORK

E ARE now at the beg

of the third school year since

the Supreme Court held that segre
gation in the public schools, as it
has prevailed in seventeen states
istrict of Columbia, is

southern  states, extend
Virginia to Loui
ve taken legal action to
he law as applied to primary
and secondary schools, and five
of them — all but Virginia
North Carolina and Louisiana—
egation in their col
Only the
District of Columbia, which is un
aer federal government, has abol-
ished segregation entirely. In most
but not all of the remaining nine
states—which include all the bor-
der states—there are some mixed
schools, But they are largely con-
fined to communities where the
Negroes are a small minority of
the population

SHORT TIME

Two years are a very short time
it a matter of such gravity and
difficulty. But they have been long
enough, it seems to me, to raise
questions which deserve the most
careful study and discussion
‘These questions revolve around
the policy—as laid down by the
Supreme Court — for putting the
law into effect. This policy, we
can now see, is suitable and ef
fective in communities, as for ex:
=mple the District of Columbia
where the public authority and a
preponderant public opinion are in
favor of observance and compli-
ance. But in the resisting states
ar communities, in the hard core
of the South, the policy is most un-
satisfactory. It is, in fact, either
ineffective — which discredits the
dangerous to peace and

The essential policy, which T am
talking about, is this: Having de-
clared that segregation in public
schools is unlawful, the Supreme
Court invited citizens in commu-
nities which do not comply volun-
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hers and mothers who m to ik ¢ 4 wus reference to Gov. Timmer- must then live with? There must
suade an entire people to vote .o "o " datected and deleted be a belter way than to initiate

teach their boys and girls to go
to church and live for Christ will
one day pay for it with tears. A

against the law of the country

and carry their racial and class  tion.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go Round

Editors’ Note; Drew Pearson fs four Yet
ing the Middle East. During his absence, vice of
the Washington Merry-Go-Round will be con mu.vmn of the
written by his junior partner, Jack An-
derson

gent ad
okayed
sign atomic

s, ignoring the v
own safety

Stra

ar
WASHINGTON  built by the Power Reac
by Atomic En-  Co. which, like the D
Strauss, ato was formed by sever

N a memo
y Ch

scientis :

“fast bree B No Secret

for constry ide De

“risk the '\rh!h v-r\ safety of h h . there a secre i i
S s has

were
Hot Heap b. He carefully
secret” before show

Last Novemt @ similar but smaller by law, to the
experimental reactor at Arco, Idaho, Atomic Energy
melted down 0 a hot radioactive heap Clint Anderson wD\\l\ angrily rel n\ml
that couldn't be touched for six month t with a demand that
Puzzled scientists still haven't found the fication be removed. Stra
cause, only to change the stamp Lum “top se

in most copies of the first edi-

cret to “administratively confidential.”

mand by
“Soapy" W
public. The
that the
danger

olumn has obtained a copy of the hush
hush me

AEC’s se
rma

operated at
hazard

Not Sure
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ilable et this time o give
that the PRDC reactor can be
this site without public
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Even

The scientists acknewledged, however.
for sure the

themselves very vulnerable to any
economic squeeze.

I have ventured to use the
phrase “working class” to de-
scribe these voters because it is
the way they think of themselves,
In discussing their politics, they
freely say, “we're working peo-
ple, and naturally we always have
to remember that.” Yet this
phrase, with its old-fashioned ring,
hardly conjured up the physica
reality that Lou Harris and [ saw,
NO MISERY

We visited no pockets of misery
in Seattle or Portland. I could not
see the slightest difference, in
fact, between the solidly pro-Ei-
senhower Seattle precinct inhab-
ited by junior executives and em-
bryo professional men, and the
strongly pro-Stevenson working
class precinct inhabited by Boeing
aircraft foremen and workers and
others who made their living by
their hands. There were the same
nice but small houses, the same
cars and television sets and parlor
furniture and pretty gardens (al-
though the working people had the
edge as gardeners).

PRICE RISE

But there was, no doubt, a small
difference in family incomes be-
tween the two precincts. Further-
baving found their final
in life, the people in the

class precinct were old-
families were big-

the high liying stand-
ard_they had achieved was fairly

i to maintain. One could not
precisely, but I would
t the price rises of the
months had a lot to do with
making up the switchers' minds
And I would say further that any

tional rises in the cost of live
will hurt the Republicans bad-
ly in the cities, just as an addis
tional drop in farm prices will
hurt them badly in the farm
areas

Serious Faults Developing In
Court’s Desegregation Policy

LIPPMANN

ily calls on the federal govern-
ment to override the will of its
nunity, and subjects
dren to the kind of or-
deal that they are suffering now in
Clinton, Tenn

These two years have shown, it
seems (o me, that the great project
of integrating the public schools
of the United States is more than
r of laying down the law
and then demanding that every-
one comply with it. Where there
are two school systems, one white
and one Negro, integration re-
quires-more than a court order. It
requires a program which looks
ahead for a generation, and faces
up to the practical problems of in-
tegration — such as the financial
cost, such as the difference in edu-
cational opportunity and of edu~
cational capacity of white and col-
ored children, such as whether
among adoleseents it will be wise
to combine co-education with in-
tegration.
CONSENSUS NEEDED

The problem is one for states-
men, not for district judges, and
it cannot be solved by scattered
law suits. What we very much
need is to arrive at a national
consensus of enlightened opinion
as to how—at the hard core of the
problem in the South—we should
go about inducing compliance.

My own view is that at the hard
core the wisest policy is to pro-
ceed by stages, beginning as soon
as possible with integration in the
universities, in the graduate
schools of law, medicine, educa-
tion, engineering, theology — and
where it can be done without
causing social convulsions, in the
bigger colleges. The object of this
would be to train a new genera-
tion of white and colored men and
women who will be the leaders in
their communities.

HARD CORE

own co

Negro ¢

Until they exist, there is little
prospect that at the hard core
there will be a disposition by
whites and Negroes to work to-
gether on the complex and sensi-
tive problem of integrating at the
primary and secondary levels. At
the hard core, a state which com-
plies with the law at the univer-
sity level should for some years
to come be deemed to be acting
in good faith. We would be de-
ceiving ourselves if we thought
that at the hard core it is possible
to tackle the whole problem at
once, and to move any faster.

Until the elections are over noth-
ing useful can be done about
forming a new policy and arrive
ing at a consensus to support it
But it will be on the agenda, and
not too far from the top, of the
president-elect,

Proposed Atom Plant Might Explode

reactor would be unsafe.
claimed in issuing the license that new
research would guarantee safe operation
by the time the reactor is completed in
1060. But the scientists disputed this.
appears
sufficient experimental
tion will be available in time to give as-
assages surance of safe operation of this reactor
unless the present
gram of the AEC is amplified and ac-
celerated.”

Risk Of Explosion
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an accelerated  program, they

added, might not “give sufficient infor-

mation to permit

reactor at the Lagoona Beach site on the

time schedule presently proposed.” #
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