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J Chambers Jr., president of the Dallas Times-
Herald, told of the first meeting, in the directors room
of the paper a year ago. Roy Wilkins, executive secretary
of the NAACP, was in Dallas to speak, expected to talk
to about 6000 ne Negro and white leaders, including
invited to the Citizens Committee meeting
es-Herald directors room on a Saturday

i
People

very active here

was

o
ter Wilkins heard the plans for desegregation, he said
he would make his speech, and would say things the commit-
t like, but said “it wouldn't be as tough” as it

in't like,
would have been had he not attended the citizens meeting.
He spoke, but only 1800 negroes attended.
The Saturday afternoon meeting was not publicized. In
publiciy has been avoided thruot, to avert erystaliz-
factions and to thwart agitators on both sides
he stores, V}'f‘ Fairgrounds amusement park, the buses and
other things have been desegregated without publicity. The
zo0 has always permitted both races to attend

Newspapers, radio and t-v stations have been kept fully
apprized of what was going on, but seldom have used any
of the information, It has been a sort of self censorship.

Chambers explained it this way—when there is real
news it is printed. He said when a group started picketing
a department store, the paper didn't print it, as the group
just wanted publicity. But he said whenever racial activities
make news, the paper prints it

The Dallas Citizens Council, which has nothing to do
with White Citizens Councils, took the lead in desegregation
as it has in so many things here. The Council is 24 years
old, yet operates so quietly that many citizens of Dallas are
unaware of its existence. Yet it is the real power behind
e scenes in “Big D", as they like to call Dallas

b Thornton, who founded the Citizens Council in 1937

and who served eight years as mayor, leaving office May
1, when the Council took over desegregation, said “'We ain't
gonna have no damn negro trouble in Dallas,” and he meant
it. He is a sel.made, self-educated man, now 81, and has
become proud of vm rnlorlul way he misuses the English
language, such as “Dydamic men of Dallas” for the
Council, an expression ow used by ofhers. Thornton spoke
in his a few years ago, having been invited by
Edmund Orgill when he was mayor. Tatum, president of the
Council, made an off-the-record speech in Memphis earlier
this year.

Yhey Shupc the Civic Policies

e Council is an unofficial body of about 250 men, th
chief executives of banks, businesses and industries. Many
of them are millionaires and the companies they represent
are worth billions. They are the moneyed men of Dallas
They shape civic policies by virtue of the fact that members
ontrol the money that is the lifeblood of Dallas.

And the dollar is of supreme importance in this man-
made town, which has no natural resources—no particular
reason why a city should have been: located here, The
three top banks are by far the most imposing structures
of the city, beautifully decorated with paintings and objets
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TOMORROW:  Clark continues his TALE OF

THREE CITIES. He will l:u ohat the situation is in Atlanta,
where school desegregation will take effect on Wednesday.




