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Charlotte In 2000: Hippos & Jungles

the Park & Recreation Commission ought
to have a hippopotamus for Freedom
Park

~OUTHERN BELL has dialed long d

tance and located a new city

It is Charlotte, N. C., population 313
500, successor to the present rlotte
with its 2 olitan souls. The
long distance the 10-ye:
span reaching to Jotte.

This is the best piece of mews since
Lloyd's of London denied ever predict-
ing Charlotte would be the world's sec:
ond largest city by the year 2000. So ath.
ern Bell's forecast is believable.

Because it is believable, as well as
highly probable, it behooves all of us to
go forward with strong purpose and
detailed plans to meet our fat-dripping
destiny

The city government, we trust, al-
ready has gone to its drawing boards
We must have more highways from Her-
man Hoose, acres of clean air from
Charles Frost, subdivision schemes from
William E. McIntyre and plans for hard-
topping Sugar Creek from whomever
can draw them the quickest

Having assigned these practical mat-
ters to appropriate experts, we have
left a considerable number of projects
to be undertaken by any agency that
feels qualified to help grease the skids
for approaching greatness.

The Nature Museum obviously must
be enlarged. The aquarium there is en-
tirely too small to handle the whale that
a city of 313500 population will de-
serve. Besides getting its geese back,

With its surplus, the commission
ape together enough for two

We'll need a labor mediation board to
handle dock disputes between shipping
s and stevedores on the Catawba
grand canal of the Carolinas. And of
ourse a two-man weekend police patrol
won't do. Perhaps the Coast Guard
come in after all

Negotiations ought to be opened im-
mediately to have Rome's ruined col-
iseum shipped here and equipped with
the—world's largest steel dome. The
local coliseum, with the world's second
largest steel dome, and the new Park
Center can be attached to the imported
coliseum to assure completely adequate
dressing room facilities for visiting
Olympic runners

There will be a clear and present
need for a steamy jungle where run-
away elephants can be comfortable, a
rocket firing area, a helicopter landing
field, and a pressure chamber for accli-
matizing visitors from the moon.

To be sure, these tasks appear for:
midable. But there is promised reward
in their accomplishment. Confronted
with a city of such Herculean propor-
tions, the Federal Communications Com-
mission will just have to come across
with that second television station.

will

Blunt Junior's Wildness With Education

IT 1S over-simplification to blame par-
nts for teenage recklessness on the
highway.

Police Chief Frank N. Littlejohn’s
stern lecture to the older set yesterday
was welcome. Keys to the family car
certainly ought not to be passed along
to Junior if he's a wild driver.

But Junior's wildness will not be
cured by parental negation alone

1t will have to be rooted out by edu-
cation and example—and law enforce-
ment, too, where there is unusual stub-
bornness.

Mom and Pop can help. But so can
the public school system, Chief Little-
john's police force and the community
as a whole.

The trouble is that pitifully little has
been done about nipping wildness in the
bud. All of us are guilty of complaining
bitterly about the problem. Our laments
have been long and loud. We have de-
nounced an entire generation for our
own gaudy adult failures. Finally, we
blame parents because they allow their
reckless offspring the liberties of the
family buggy.

The problem is indeed terrible. Na-
tionally, the record of drivers under 25
years of age deteriorated sharply in
1955. Young drivers constituted 27.1
per cent of the total involved in fatal
accidents as compared to 24.1 per cent
of the total in 1954.

But if the public's concern were more
enlightened it would be directed at the
slow progress in making driver training
an essential part of every child's educa-

tion. It would be directed at half-
hearted, shortsighted safety campaigns
that wvirtually ignore the youthful mo-
torist and his particular needs. It would
cry out against the over-emphasis of
horsepower and the under-emphasis of
brainpower.

Highway safety is a problem in human
engineering and that goes for Junior,
too. In fact, we will never rear a genera-
tion of safer drivers until we concen-
trate on Junior's engineering. Reliance
on mechanical or highway engineering,
an automobile’s built-in safety devices
or Pop’s ability to keep his car keys
pocketed is not enough. Accidents don't
“just happen.” People make them hap-
pen. It is about time we concentrated
on improving the people.

Same Old Ache

HE administration’s assurance that

the recent rise in the cost of living
“is not traceable to inflation" leaves us
enlightened but uncomforted.

To be told that the Consumer Price
Index is higher than ever before simply
because things cost more even sounds
a little ominous. It was so confoundedly
handy to blame all of our economic
aches and pains on inflationary grem-
lins (all bearing the Truman trade
mark, of course). Now, with a Republi-
can in the White House, inflation is a
naughty word. “Things just cost more.”

But to us a stomach ache is a stomach
ache—whether the cause is sour grapes
or green apples.

‘Dixie’ Isnt In Harriman's Band Book

IF FAYETTEVILLE'S Terry Sanford

throws his “late ballot” support to
Averell Harriman at the Democratic
National Convention he may well find
himself standing lonesomely in the left
field of southern politics.

Mr. Sanford, an important member of
the North Carolina delegation, told THe
Nrews yesterday that he will stick by
Adlai Stevenson in the convention’s
early stages but will shift to the Harri-

man corner if Mr venson to
show strength.

Gov. Harriman’s record as a party
stalwart is good. But he has failed

utterly to show any genuine understand-

From The Goldsboro News-Argus

ing of the South and its problems—
either political or social. Unlike Mr.
Stevenson, the New Yorker is actually
a divisive influence on the Democratic
team. His attempts to play politics with
the race issue, and more lately the Red
issue, have alienated the party’'s mod-
erates

Certainly below the Mason-Dixon line,
Gov. Harriman would find far less sym-
pathetic suport than, say, Mr. Steven-
son or some other Democrat from the
party’s temperate zone. If there is a
Harriman bandwagon, few bandsmen
will play Dixie.

BABIES AND PHENOBARBITAL

\vn\v it has reached even into the
l cradle. We refer to the depressing
aspect of present day life which accepts
as commonplace and routine the use of

sleeping pills, potions, “nerve” med?
cine, and the like
For a long time now we have re-

garded with alarm the growing depend-
ence upon medical props for even a cou-
ple of hours of sleeplessness or a feel-
ing of tension which a good outbreak
of temper would have straightened out.
We have shuddered inwardly as stable
men and women who should have been
horrified at the idea spoke of use of
drugs for situations which our fathers
would have regarded as normal

But this takes the cake. A couple
were explaining their friends would take
their two small children, one 20 months
and cne four months, to New York
City from California by plane.

“It won’t be any trouble,” the parents

sald “They will give them phenobar-
bital to keep them from crying.” The
remark was just as casual and as non-

chalant as if the remark had been “let’s

get a cup of coffee” Can a human
nervous system so early attuned to de.
pendence upon tranquillizers be ex

pected to gain from within itself suffi.

cient strength for the ills that surely lie
ahead of all men? It is no wonder that
the beds in the nerve and mental hos-
pitals are filled and the line waits long
m\:ii lonely outside for beds to be emp-
tied.

I thought of how when we were grow-
ing up Mother kept about the house a
smali bottle of paraegoric. It was for
the infants, but only when they were
in great pain from some stomach or
intestinal disorder. I remember across
the years how a younger brother, who
had cried and fretted, was put to sleep
with paraegoric by the hired girl who
sneaked it from the medicine chest.
Mama quickly found out what had hap-
pened. She sent the girl packing.

I was mentioning the couple who
were shipping their babies across the
country by plane and intending to use
phenobarbital on them.

This friend to whom 1 was talking
added details. He is intimate with a
couple who have a daughter a few
months old. “They often make her
sleep with stuff like phenobarbital,”
he said. It is a pity that we are losing
the horror we used to have at even the
mention of such drugs.
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1d but obstinately persistent and
ecidedly weakening dysentery

So far as these reporters can

they have tried very
ard to get at the facts—the story
is no invention of heartless Demo-
agandists. It seems to
e, rather, in high Republi-
can quarters, among persons close
to the White House who ought to
krow what they are talking about
It fits very precisely, too, with all

pieces of the pattern of
nts like Dr. Heaton's prolonged

at Gettysburg, which have
sed the widespread under-

those

e, the story fits with
ecision into the

ileitis itself, as
oritative med.
iterature an d by the experts
Tleitis, like U.u

fe entery or the e
ly rclr‘ili‘ sprue, is an Vm‘dmal
in and it produces the
results .'h:n are to be expected
from an intestinal inflammation
TWO PASSAGES

Those results can quite easily be
intensified, too, by the type of op-

‘Rejoice! I've Decided To Spare Your Life’

Say: ‘No Spik Nothing’

How To Be A Globe-Trotter

PALAMOS, Spain

THF GRASS is growing and the

corn is as high as a baby

elephant's eye, the sun is shining
s .

and the pu € no worms.
So I am enjoying what Mama calls
a “helpful” mood, which gener

ally bodes bad for somebody. The
topic is international travel, which
I modestly claim to know some-
thing about

Travel light to the romantic
spots, whether it's Europe, Africa,
Bermuda, or South America. Get
yourself a hard suitcase — those
iight glass ones that they test by
aropping them from 20,000 feet
are nice, and they should be
equipped with coat-hangers. And
get yourself a soft, expandable
cloth suitcase for dirty clothes,
shoes, and general junk that
won't pack well

GET YOURSE I F A BAG

A third article is a shoulder bag,
like a big ladies' handbag — hig
enough to hold a bottle of booze, a
carton of cigarettes, a book or so
a clean shirt, your vanity or shav-
ing kit, and ‘odd bits like pills
matches, Time, Newsweek, and
yesterday's papers. Mostly, they

won't weigh it. Mine is leather and

can handle 30 pounds
Don't fetch any clothes you care
about, because a month of foreign
dry cleaning and laundry will bash
the life out of any gentle drygoods
Nylons for overnight washing, dac-
rons not requiring pressing, and
something generally colored beige
for air travel will keep you looking
like something less than a tramp,
You will buy a lot of junk, nat
urally, to take back with you, and

quite a lot of good stuff ‘as well,

Drew Pearson’s

By ROBERT C. RUARK

If you're eager, ship it air freight
rather than as excess baggage. If
you're not eager, buy a cheap tin
trunk and send it by sea

1f you have as much as four or
five days in Spain or Italy, you
can buy a life's wardrobe and
almost pay for your trip with the
savings, whether you're a guy or
a doll.

In Spain, especially Barcelona, a
suit that'll hook you fér §275 in
New York can be hand-tailored by
British-trained tailors out of fine
British material for $40. The gals

in the more civilized places you
can purchase anything you'd find
on Madison Ave., in Macy's, or in
Neiman-Marcus

Don't try to speak a foreign lan-
guage when you're in trouble with
customs or the cops. Just look
dumb, shrug, and say, “No spik
nothing,” and they'll shrug, look
bored, and say beat it

If youre a woman frying to
smuggle something and get caught,
ery. It's infallible. But a good gim-
mick is to put the hot items under
your Customs of-

go wild over the dres and
the glove-and-shoe shops
SHUN PARIS SHOPS

Buy as little as possible in
Paris. You can get it better and
cheaper nearly anywhere else in
the world.

When dealing with air lines, a
thing that will save your mind is
to remember to verify every res
ervation in writing. Word of mouth
isn't good enough. If it's written
on the ticket, it constitutes a leg Al
contract, and they got to
you even if they have to throw he
pilot off. Otherwise, you are apt
to get a shrug and a sosorry-
please

Forget that blood y nonsense
about can - I - drink-the-water-and-
eat - the-vegetables. You'll have
some tummy trouble whether you
do or you don't, due to change of

habit, diet, and climate. A cock
tail or a little wine'll kill any bugs
you'll encounter

Theres no use bringing a bunch
of gunk. You can buy anything
from a nail file to a Waring mix-
er in the wilds of Tanganyika, and

ficials are generally gentlemen,
and shy, to boot.
TIP IN ADVANCE

If you're going to be in a place
more than a day or so, tip in ad-
vance. The head porter is most
important, because he runs your
life on cars, reservations, tickets
and such. But a couple of bucks
to the barkeep, the head bellman,
the valet, the maid anc the head-
waiter costs little, and reaps
mucho servicio.

Even if the service is included
in the bill, at 15 per cent, a 7 per
cent tip won't make anybody hate
you

Don't holler to make yourself
more graphic in a tongue you can't
eak anyhow. Say “please” and

vh nm you" and smile pretty and
you'd be surprised how far you
can get with no foreign language.

And remind yourself daily that
you're NOT in your home town,
but are a temporary guest of peo-
ple of strange habits and customs,
and you'll have a gorgeous time.
Otherwise, you might as well stay
home and watch TV.

eration the President’s doctors per
formed on him. Because of his
prior heart attack, they avoided
the more radical surgery that is
recommended in ileitis cases. They
did not cut out or even block off
the inflamed section of the small
intestine. They merely bypassed it
by making a second join between
the small intestine and the large
intestine, Thus there are now two
passages, where there was one be-
fore.

Therefore the part of the small
intestine where the ileitis centered
is still a part of the Presldenls
digestive tract; and unles
President has had quite st
good luck, the original ileitis \ull

N nIlho\th in a much less

T
St |u.|( \l QPRl E

Meanwhile the second passage
that has been opened also by-
passes the part of the large intes-
tine which has the function of ab-

sorbing liquids. Failure of this ab-
sorptive function is the chief re-
sult of sprue. By-passing the ab-
sorptive area by surgery can pro-
duce a condition that is some times
called “surgical sprue”; and this
condition is by no means invaria
bly cured by time.

No traveler who has ever been
unlucky enough to suffer even trom
mild dysentery or sprue will doubt
for a moment that the condition
is partially disabling. A leading
expert on ileitis consulted by these
reporters stated that he would un-
hesitatingly ask for a 25 or 30 per
cent disability payment for any of
his patients who suffered from
such a condition as is now attrib
uted to the President.

Neither these reporters, nor any-
one else for that matter, has any
way of really knowing, at present,
whether the President is in fact
suffering from this reported dy-
sentery-like condition. One must
pray that the report is unfounded

But in view of the far-reaching

People’s Platform

IKE AFTER PANAMA
Dark Whispers

national importance of the Presi-
dent's state of health, mere bul-
letins from Press Secretary Hage
erty are not going to drive away
the miasma of talk on the 1944
model that is already gathering in
the country. The very different
public presentation of the facts
concerning the President's heart
attack affords the ideal precedent,
which should no longer be depart-
ed from in the case of his ileitis
operation.

A full and frank press confer
ence by the President's doctors,
which Press Secretary Hagerty has
persistently refused, should now be
arranged without further delay or
equivocation

The Debate Goes On

Charlotte
Editors, The New:
l ERE is some information re-
garding fluoridation of the
water,

After a ten-year study of the
effects of fluoridated water on
the population of Grand Rapids,
Mich,, a team of dental experts
for the Public Health Service
reports:

Among six-year-olds, the cav-
ity rate for baby teeth was re-
duced by “about 54 per cent”
In children born since fluorida
tion was put into effect, the
cavity rate for the permanent
teeth “was reduced on the aver-
age by about 60 per cent

The Public Health Service
report asserts: “The scientific
eyidence is conclusive, therefore,

that water fluoridation is an
effective public health proce-
dure for producing a substantia!
reduction in the incidence” of
demal cavities.
N H. WEBSTER, D. D.
wmnm, Mecklenburg County
Board of Health.

The Case Against

orced Medication
Charlotte

Editors, The News
A NOT prepared to say that

the fluoridation program is en-
tirely bad; neither do 1 think
that it promises such great bene-
fits as many proponents would
have s believe,

A careful reading of statements
of the American Medical Associa-
tion as well as many reputable in-
dividual doctors reveals some
doubt as to the final effects on
public health of fluoridation. Cer-
tainly Charlotte has not been
using it long enough for conclu-
sive proof.

A contributor to People’s Plat-
form seems to infer that oppon-
ents are “stupid.” I wonder if
he thinks it is stupid for at least
some people to demand the right
to say what they shall take into
their bodies, whether it be poison
or not, hut must delegate this au-
thority to some politician or over-
zealous doctor.

Fluoridation may not be *so-
cialized medicine” but it most
certainly is “forced medication."
Fluoride is available and can be
had by those that want it. I can-
not say it is right to force it upon
all the people. The comparison of
fluoride and chlorine is entirely
erroneous. Chlorine is a purifier
and is used in drinking water to
purify it, whereas fluoride is a
medication which is administered
as a curative for dental cavities.
1t may be good, it may not be
good. But T am opposed to forcing
it upon everybody, such as has
heen done in Charlotte and many
other cities — without giving the

people an opportunity to say
whether they want it or not. There
is only one way to let the peopla
decide this matter and that is a
referendum. And the newspapers
owe it to their readers to give
opponents as much space and
publicity as they do proponents;
and if they fail in this they are
not worthy to be called an un-
biased press.

1t the “wonder drugs” men.
tioned are such great curatives
one wonders why the hospita
are so full of sick people and why
it is necessary to continue to build
larger ones.

Let's look at this matter with
a little more sanity and less emo-
tion.

~R. C. BOLEN

Why Not Two-Party
Boards Of Education?

Morganton
Editors, The News:

AM a registered Democrat
and know many intelligent,
honest, heavy tax-paying Republi-
cans. Yet many voters do not real-
ize that the Republicans and those
registered as independents are
completely disfranchised when it
comes to electing a county school
board. Democrats can run against
each other in the primary and only
those registered as Democrats can
vote, The primary winners are
then appointed to the board at the

next session of the legislature,

The school, next to the church,
is the best institution we have for
preserving our civilization. And yet
some 40 or 45 per cent of the
ple in some counties have absolute-
iy no voice in determining who will
constitute the county school board
membership.

Is this right? Is it just? Is 1t
democracy? I say no, and that is
one reason I intond to vote for
Dan Simpson for the legislature
and Bill Cobb for the Senate to try
to rectify this wrong. 1 am asking
all of the fair-minded Democrats
and Republicans to join me in this
fight for two-party boards so that
we may have more pay for our
over-worked, under-paid  school-
teachers and not lose our best ones
to other more progressive stales.
Ever hear of a man called Hitler?
—MRS. MARY GASH RODGERS

A Debt To The Past

E owe past generations not

only for the master discov-
eries of music, science, literature,
and art — few of which brought
profit to those to whom they were
revealed — but also for an organ-
ism itself, which is an inheritance
gathered and garnered by those
who have gone before us.—Sam-
uel Butler.

Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
WO significant events occured in
Philadelphia recently. Both con-
cerned the basic freedoms, including the
5th Amendment, which the founding fa-
thers hammered into the Constitution in
the same city of Philadelphia almost
two centuries ago.

Sharp Tone
One event was a letter written by some

of the city's leading Quakers, descend
ents of those who founded Philadelphia,

to the House Un-American Activities
Committee telling its members in - digni
fied but emphatic language to quit nos.
ing into the right of the Quakers to hire
any librarian they pleased, even if that
librarian had once been a member of
the Communis

Not many people address the much
feared House Un-American Activities

Committee in that tone of voice these

3

ys.
The other event was the opening of
“Storm Center,” the most controversial
picture Hollywood has turned out since
McCarthy became popular in sore quar-

ters.

By coincidence, “Storm Center” also
involves a librarian who was kicked out
because she once belonged to some Com-
munist front organizations and because
she championed the library’s right to
keep certain controversial books on its
shelves

Standing Firm

The plot almost parallels the same
ssue for which the Plymouth Quaker
meeting, just outside Philadelphia, was

investigated by the Un-American Activi:
ties Committee; the chief difference be
he Quakers stood their ground
and did not fire librarian Mary Knowles,

5

while in Hollywood's starring story,
Bette Davis, who plays the part of the
librarian, is fired by a McCarthyesque
city council in some drama-packed se-
quences which are as good box-office as
they are good for the basic principles
born in Philadelphia.

Mary Pickford Retreats

Inside fact is that “Storm Center”
had a hard time seeing the light of a
movie projector. It was conceived five
years ago by two young writer-producers,
Dan Taradash and Julian Blaustein, right
at the height of Joe McCaithy's popu-
larity. At that time no studio would
touch it

But two years ago, Columbia Pictures,
which has more courage than some of
the others, saw it was not only good
drama but good for the nation. Mary
Pickford was first picked to play the
role of the discharged librarian, but

Quakers Tell Off Congressional Probers

backed out at the last minute.

Bette Davis, who took over the role,
played it with great conviction. SI
believed what she acted.

Every senator who supported Joe Me-
Carthy during his heyday should take
a good look at this picture. So should
members of the Un-American Activities
Commitee, which poked its nose into the
right of Quakers to hire their own li-
brarian.

Precious Principle

“We regard such inquiries as a ser-
ious transgression upon the complete di-
vision of church and state,” write the
nine Quaker Elders to the Committee,
“which is one of the important founda-
tions of democracy.

“I the conscience of the Church,”
they asked, “to be subject to the organ-
ized pressure of groups of people who
differ with it

i
I




