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Automatic Review
By State Court

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — (9 —
A hefty, auburn-haired wa
who killed her fourth husbanc
with arsenic was sentenced last
night to die in the electric chair.

Mrs. Rhonda Belle Martin,
who is 49 years old and weighs
170 pounds, admitted killing
Claude C. Martin and five other
members of her family, but she
was tried only for the death of
her fourth husband

Her other
small daughters

i

were three
mother, and &

vietims
her

another hushand

A jury of 12 men deliberated
three hours and 10 minute:
night before conv

poisoning Martin
year of married life.
When the verdict was read, Mrs
Martin buried her head in her
arms and sobbed.
INSANITY PLE,
The woman's attorney based,his
defense on a plea of insanity.
The prosecution countered that

Mrs. Martin served arsenic in cof 4 l

fee to her husband in order to "

*collect some paltry amount of

insurance and to get him out x

the way 5o she could marry hi %\

son
Eight months a fartin WA

death on April 27, 1951, Mrs. Mar ¥

tin married her stepson, Ronald

C. Martin, 21 years her junior

He now lies in a veterans' Hos

pital paralyzed by arsenic poison

ing. ;
Ronald Martin's  illness, for } J‘

:llé'(:.'en'\l"T,J.‘{:‘{:‘f‘nyp;?wlhn‘:{xs‘ =4 Mrs. Martin on way fo court. (AP)

touened off the investigation that
brought to light the series of pois
onings.

Under Alabama’s automatic ap
peal law, last night's conviction |
will go to the Supreme Court. The
sentence is postponed until the
peal is decided. Circuit Judge
gene Carter overruled two
tiond for » rintirial wstly jasie |
15-hour trial

Solicitor William F.
troduced evidence that
tin collected $2,750 on three insur
ance policies soon after her hus }
band's death. She was named | .
beneiiciary in two of the policies |, MONTREAT —The General
shortly before her husband. died. |Jpey

Oppose Segregation 1

Assembly Upholds
' 1954 Racial Stand |

| By HELEN PARKS
Charlotte News Staff Writer

Tlvc'tun’ in
Mrs.

Assembly of the Southern Pres-
bteria n(])\[\';“lh h‘aq (4:- the second ye-rcrhemwd to change its
9 and that enforced segregation is un-Chris
Mrs, Martin also is under in-| the assembly chied its le-dxy":neelln;: shortly
dictment for killing her second before noon today, it unanimously adopted a report from the
husband, George Garrett, in 1999; | Committee on Christian Edu-| —————————————
?e;bgmlh!r Mrs. Mary Frances|cation.
Sibbon, who died in 19; and| The commiltee recommended|
three daughters. |that overtures from three sep- ""' men pihe WSt
The first death in the gruesome|arate presbyteries bucking the|
seriés, waL that of a 3-vear-old|assembly's stand be refused.
aughter, Emogene Garrett. An-| Two emotions from the floor el
other daughter, 6-year-old Caro-|sought to state that the com- 3?;;{:“«? u:i :}:Lf‘;:‘rpcrciluu
Iyn Garrett, died in 1940. and a|mittee’s report did not consider in saving commissioners Cabir:
third, Ellyn Elizabeth Garrett, 11, | ightness or wrongness” of |rassment and to re-affirm m‘a
in 1943 grcmnun or the assembly's|assembly’s stand that segrega-
Shortly _ after in|past stand. These motions were tion is wncheistian s
March, Mrs; by an  overwhelming SOME DISCUSSION

roes and whites have met

Fnllu\\mg this  discussion,
motion was tabled that :uknd

her
Martin

arrest
said in a|tabled

statement that she served arsenic | vote | e discussi

in whisky to Garrett, arsenic in| TELEGRAM RECEIVED [outsiae of“a:hrmg:iioilx'(“;:):(‘:":
milk o her three daughters, and| The problem of a city ordi-|she placement of the Negro com
arsenic in coffee to her mother|nance on segregation in Bir-|missioners attending this assem.
and to Martins mingham, Ala.. where the as-(y)*oocih o in a certain hall
_ Only one white woma bly meets next on April 25,/ 1he majority of the white com-
in the chair in Alabama was " up in- the | missioners stayed in  the main |
nurse tonvicted of feeding arsenic | assembly inn -

to her 2yearold nicce. Another| Telegrams from the Birming o taport trem tuo Counen]

was sentenced to the
a reversal on appeal
ter sent to prison for lif

but won[ham _ City Commission  and|on” Christian Relation presented |
was la-|Chamber of Commerce assuring|pe the Christian Relations Com: |
|the assembly of the city’s co- | mittee investigated in detail
operation were read. [causes and prevention of juve-

Our Wecll'her Negro commissioners Tepre: | nije” delinquency.
senting their rh;u'lchl‘\ attend | In connection with the rmm(
senera s b1y meetings.

Partly cloudy and mild to. |ones al Assempbly mochnt|and in answer to an overture

day, tonlght and tomorgow. . | LhOKe_ Were six |asking the Assembly to go on

i 30 sioners at the Montreal meet|vocord as opposing beer and
Low this morning 57 |in lig

g 57 quor advertising through popu-

Low tomorrow morning 62 |S NO TROUBLE llar media, the Committee rec-

High today . _____ "85 | The pastor of South High | ommended the Assembly go on

78 |land Presbyterian Church where | ecord

High yesterday
83 [the assemb

High fomorrow

as “deeply deploring”
will meet in Bir|ihe advertising and the publish.

Sunrise today, 5.08 am, |mingham, assured the commis-|ing of horrorsevcrime stories,
sunset today, 7:35 p.m sioners that he belicves there| “esterday afternoon the ses | 10 build, Christan character.
will be no trouble with the city In Jesus' mame we ask it. | for
More Weather Data on Page 2A | He said that in his church See PRESBYTERIANS, page 2A! Amen Sfior]

pany matter and refused to amend

Segregation

Banned

On Alabama Buses

Tallahassee
Cuts Off Runs
In Negro Area

Community Service ‘

Becomes Unprofitable|

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. ® — Bus
|service on runs \ex\u\n Tallahas-
\((‘ Negro communities has been
| shut off as a result of an eight
day-old boycott. |

The City Commission yesterday |
authorized the Cities Transit Bus
Co. to discontinue the runs after |
| the transit firm reported they had‘
become unprafitable
Previously the runs to Hornlu

University for Negroes and
mv Frenchtown Negro section h.’ld‘
been regarded as the most used in
the Tallahassee system ‘

The transit company, in petition- |
ing the commission for authority |
to pull buses off these routes, said
its Tallahassee operations had |
hv\n losing money and one way (n‘

“‘minimize the loss factor” was to
«nux down the runs which were|
| doing little business

DEMAND REJECTED
The City Commission rejected a |
demand by the Negro Inter-Civic
Council that full integration on city
buses be permitted as a condition
for calling off the boycott.
Commissioners said to grant the
request would be a violation of
state segregation laws. |
The council coupled its demands
for integrated seating arrange- |
ments with others calling for em- |
plo\mcnl of Negro drivers and for |
“courteous service and equitable | —
treatment of all passengers.”
The commission said hiring of
egro bus drivers was a bus com-

the line's franchise to provide for
it. Previously the company said it
was willing to take applications
from Negroes for driver jobs and
would give tlmm consideration
When'vacancios o roues serviae
Negroes de\clnpo(l

Only a handful of Negroes are|
still riding the buses. Others are|
walking or being transported in|
carpools.

The boycott was touched off by
arrest of two Negro students of
Florida A&M for sitting on a seat
beside a white woman and refus-
ing to_move. The charges were|
hm dropped

Evening Prayer

we thank Thee
use the afflic-
its disappoint-
sorrows, to lift
weakness to
Help us

Our Father,
that we can
tions of life,
ments, and
our lives from
strength and poise
this day to use our hardships

BEAUTIFUL BUNTING

of the city tells Marilyn Patterson that some
galla event is about to take place,
American Legion convention

are for the

'3-Judge
Tribunal
Is Split

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (% — A
three-judge federal court panel in
a 21 vote today ruled racial seg-
regation unconstitutional on Mont-
gomery city buses.

The panel ruled that both the
city and state segregation laws
requiring separate seating facili-
ties for white and Negro passen-
gers violate the federal constitu-
tion.
Judge Richard T. Rives of the
5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
and Judge Frank M. Johnson Jr
of Alabama's Middle District
Court signed the majority opinion,

Judge Seybourn Lynne of Ala-
bama's Nortgern U.S. District
Court, Birmingham, wrote a dis-
senting opinion saying that in his
opinion separate but equal facili-
ties are constitutional.

VIEWS WANTED

The ruling doesn’t become effec-
tive, the court said, until a formal
judgment is entered. Opposing at-
torneys were asked to submit in
writing within two weeks their
views on the form of a judgment
and whether a stay should be
granted pending an appeal

The decision came on the six-
month anniversary of Montgom-
ery’s Negro bus boycott which
started last Dec. 5 in protest
against segregated seating facili-
ties on city buses. The suit in Fed-
eral Court which led to today's
decision was filed by four Negro
woman who testified at a hearing
on May 11 that they have refused
to ride city buses since the mass

(News Staff Photo by Tom Franklin—Hunter)
which will bring thousands to this city this
week. The convention, opening Thursday, will

«yun through Saturday.

on the sireets

The flags

Early Tabulations Indicate
No Change In City Tax Rate

By DICK YOUNG
Charlotte News Staff Writer

No increase in the current
city tax rate is reflected in
Cify Manager Henry A, Yan-
ce; tentative budget for
195¢

Calling for a rate of $1.77
per $100 valuation, the tenta-
tive budget was tabulated at
$10,627,078.14.

Mr. Yancey's figures are an
increa 2,201.94 over
the 19 budget. But he
figures, despite the increase
in expenditures, the tax rate
be kept at the current

DECREASE

at $1.77, the rate
will be a del se in that ad-
ditional increases are allowed
the Park &
and

the schools,
Commission

Mornin§ Migrants Marooned Momentarily

Musclemen Move Mechanical Monster .

rmed on its side and the huge construction
d Morehead Sts Patrolmen P. W.

A fiy

stood traffi

-ton road pack

on it

colleges.
chool tax rate in the

city’s general rate for next
is upped from the cur-
Tent 48 cents to 50 cents in
the tentative budget

This fiscal year the Park &
Recreation levy stood at 7.
cents but in will con-
tain a full ejght cents

he tax for the
community colleges for the
current year was 19 cents
but next year a full two cents
will be reflected
ABSORB INCREASE
This means that the,
general rate.
present level

two

1956.57
if kept at the
of $L.77, will

actually absorb an increase of
24 cents in the levies for
schools, parks and colleges
City accountant George B,
Livingston said increases in
revenue from ABC funds and

a bigger year-end surplus will
enable the tax rate to remain
the same despite the antici-
pated higher expenditures
The expected increase in ex
penditures is $592,201.94, and
the increase in revenue from

ABC funds and in the surplus
figure

comes to $565,348.61
diiference of approxi
000 in increased
nd  increased

revenue e
penditure can be picked up
according to \l vingsion,

Phota by Tom Franklin anklin) from other e:
VN Mect el b ot FEp e Tt ( BIG INCREASE
Ims | . The increase in ABC funds
. in the 105657 budge totals
( ‘ $347.462.50 over the amount

T said the road-packer
and turned over on it
ervice station drivewa

during the 8:30 a.m. r

It took seve right

I AT LR e I YR S R A T

No one wa

injured |

received this ye
1955:56 b

protest began
DIRECT APPEAL

Today’s ruling can be appealed
direct to the U.S. Supreme Court
and may provide the first clearcut
|test of city bus segregation in the
South

The 4th US. Circuit
Appeals at Richmond, Va., had
previously ruled bus segrega
Ilun unconstitutional in Columbia,

Court of

and excess revenues amounts several departments, Mr. Liv- DOk ment het cabd back o

to $746,114.14, which is an ingston said e Lol et 10, 3 cAtar MU,

increase of $217,886.11 over However, the new budget |of damages

the 185556 surplus. does mot  contain any pro- | The Supreme Court on April
Although {he tax rate is vision for estaplishment of a |dismissed an appeal from the

kept at the present level of  shorter work week for fire- |Court of Appeals ruling, but two of

S$177 provisions are made in  men, tho. Tudges iy on’ e maael

the new budget for hall a
year's operation of a new fire
Station and for the employ-
ment of additional workers in

Civil Rights Confab
Planned By Democrats

CHICAGO — — Demo-[Platform Committee would meet

cratic Chairman  Paul Butler |[a full week before the convention

says the party’s platform com- \.qmum Oya v uc us

mittee will convene a week Io-‘ “It is expected,” he said, *

fore the 1956 national conven et substantial agreement on (l\ll

|tion “to get substantial agree |rights before the'convention

ment on el Fights” s e al S 10

He told a news conference he| Butler also announced the selec

|is confident a civil rights m.mumu of James Leonard lh‘uNh.‘ ST

|acceptable to northern and |47, Atlanta broadeasting execu-|ney says T. Lamar Caudle, on

southern Democrats will be |tive, as convention vianager suc-|frial for conspiracy, “took the
very hide off” a tax dodger's at
torney when informed he had
bought an oil royalty in Caudle’s
| name.

here, commented at the hearing
last month that in their opinion the
Supreme Court hadn’'t passed on
the segregation issue itself, but
rather dismissed the appeal be-
cause the case was still pending
in the lower courts.

Since no question of damages
was involved in the suit here, an
appeal would go directly to the
Supreme Court to uphold or re
verse the mnrl s Ilnllu\h

The tentative budget is ex-
pected to be presented to the

See CITY on page

LOUIS (7—A defense attor

\umn up during the pre.conven. | cceding William Neale Roach, who
| tion deliberations quit the post May 18 after, Butler
Democrats, Butler declared, |said, he vetoed a plan by Roach
“will not have any difficulty with [to hire an assistant |
|the platform."” The party chairman said he ex
The drafting committee \Hﬂypmh'(l the preconvention drafting
meet Aug. 6, one week before nu | the party platform to save con-
convention opens for business siderable convention time. Under

Arthur Anderson, attorney
for Caudle, former head of the
Justice Dept.’s tax division, saic
Caudle asked Harry 1. Schwim

13 in Chicago's International \.n present plans, he said, a draft of | mer
‘mmm-..m ~ the p.H:umy is scheduled to be| ““Why did you buy that oil royal
Butler said it was “the first|presented to the convention on the[ty? I didn't authorize you to do
i in party history” that_the 'morning of Aug. 14 - anl don't want it at any
| Anderson said yesterday at
/i . Caudle’s Federal Court trial that
What (3 InSIde | Schwimmer then said, “I'll gei it
oul of your name. I'll prepare a

cansfer order
MONTHS OF INSISTENCE
The transfer was taken care of
It's exciting reading |aiter months of insistence by Cau
die, Anderson said.
Caudle and Matthew J. Connel
White House appantments st

has gone berserk hecause of a mod

PITTSBUR l|
now giddy residents

| ern miracle.
| of first place
on Page 6B.

PA,
used by the Pirates,
in the Nattonal League,

ACCOMPLISHED TRAVELER John L. Stickley of Char- ly

lotte faces even more maneuvering about the globe as the |retary —under an, are
upcoming president of Lions International. Catch him on [charged with conspiring to de
fraud the government by trying

the Page 1B takeoff. y
ation

Irving

| detrack criminal pr
of Schwimmer's client,
Sachs

S:

ACCORDING TO THOSE who know, rigid training is the
only way with horses which are to be hunters and jumpers

There are classic illusirations linked with Sally Watkins'
story on Page 3B,
Busines 15A
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