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Editorial Book Review

Affairs Of State: The Eisenhower Years

BELIEVE,” says Richard H. Rovere.

“that it is at least theoretically pos-
sible to bring to public affairs the sympa-
thy, interest, hope, objectivity and rigor-
ous discrimination that a conscientiou
critie brings to literature, painting, mu-
sie, architecture or any other form.”

In ArFamms or StaTe: THE EISEN-
HowEr YEARS, (Farrar, Straus & Cuda-
hy, 390 pp., $4.50), Mr. Rovere marches
boldly within hailing distance of an ideal
Admittedly, he is more of a reviewer
than a critic, but he brings to his judg
ments an awareness, an appreciation and
an artistry of expression found rarely in
the professional pundit

‘As readers of his pieces in Tie NEw

Yorker, Harper's and THE REPORTER

are well aware, Mt. Rovere is an e

hl d with a conscience. He was con-
d in 1952 that Dwight D. Eisen-

h(wr would be a dismal failure as a
president. He is willing to admit now
rh-\v the majority of U. S. voters who
elected him on blind faith were prob-
ably right and that the Eisenhower ad-
‘ministration has bsen, on the whole, a
Success.

The background for this judgment
forms the best and surely the most pro-
vocative analysis of the “the Eisenhower
years" vet prﬂduu‘d‘

T IS NO ode to lkeism. Mr. Rovere
has abandoned monme of his liberal
inclinations.  His examination of the
President’s first three years is critical
and occasionally biting. But his con-
clusions are generally fair and reasonable
if not as antiseptically ‘“objective” as
the dust cover blurb would have us be-
lieve.
The report, drawn generously from
Mr. Rovere's magarine journalism, begins
in 1650 when the Eisenhower hoom was
just being launched and ends in De-
cember 1955 when the President was re-
covering from his heart attack. All of
the color and conriptions are present
and accounted for—the rise and fall of
McCarthyism, the congressional strug-
gles, the “amendment fever” that swept
the Senate, the Formosa and Indochina
crises, the Summif meeting, the indecis-
ion at Denver and Gettysburg. At the
close is a long #nd highly important
summary entitled “Trial Balances” which
leads the author to a conclusion that
seems even to surprise himself—the fact
that a man who, in Mr. Rovere's view,
had few qualifications for the presidency
has indeed “acquitted himself rather
well.”

R T
I\ ONE tartly written section, Mr.

Rovere notes the similarities between
President Eisenhower and his predeces-
sor, Mr. Truman. “The two are a great
deal alike in manner and method, in
their patterns for the delegation of au-
thority and in the character of their re-

spective leaders. [The last resemblence is
perhaps the most notable. As human
beings and as volitical types, Eisenhower
and Truman have more in common than
either would in all likelihood care to
admit. And they certainly have more in
common with one another than either
has with any of th> seven men who held

the presidency before them in this coun-
try. Both operate at low pressures. Both

are moderate, middling, median fig-
ures in character and in doctrine. Nei-
ther has the vocation for leadership that
the two Roosevelts and Woodrow Wilson
had—or even, for that matter, Herbert
Hoover and William Howard Taft. Their
backgrounds are extraordinarily similar.
They are products of middle-class fami.
lies that lived close to the edge of pove
erty and close to one another—Indepen-
dence and Abilene are no more than 150
miles apart—in the center of the coun-
try. Both were brought up in a stern,
semi-fundamentalist Protestant morality.
Both are men of simple integrity and
personal honor. Both have a kind of
standard-American personality. Simplici-
ty, frankness and openness of manner
commended each to his own following."

Rut there are also essential differ-
ences, as Mr, Rovere notes. “Eisenhower
is not mettlesome. He is not contumel-
ious, He is the sort who hates nothing
so much as a scene and shuns contro-
versy on any plausible excuse. Millions
of Americans have found this side of him
the most appealing.”

But for man who shuns controversy
and has occasionally exhibited political
ineptitude to a sfartling degree, Presi-
dent Eisenhower has many accomplishe
ments to his credit

Mr. Rovere notes, for instance, that
if he has not brought all Americans
around to his view of foreign policy he
has created an atmosphere in which the
opinions of men like Styles Bridges,
actually more representative of Republi-
can thought than his own, are looked
upon as deviationist in character He has
indeed put Sens. Bridges and McCarthy
and Knowland on the defensive. He has
made preventive war a heresy. He has
skillfully countered Republican disgrunt-
lement with the United Nations and has
fought the Bricker amendment with
courage and inteliigence.

"H HAS" says Mr. Rovere, “done as
much as any man of his limited gifts
could do in this era of had feeling to
maintain before the world an image of
the United States as being still a nation
of free men and free institutions engaged
in an experiment of some splendor and
one that derives its justification from the
hnpp that it will be useful to all human-
iy.”

Summing up Mr. Rovere says:

“In making a trial balance we accept
the moment for what it is, and what
Eisenhower's moment is, and what Eisen-
hower's moment most urgently de-
manded, was the holding together of the
Western alliance and a determined effort
fo avoid the destruction of Western civ~
ilization. Eisenhower attempted to meet
these responsibilities in a spirit of de
cency and maturity that has been a cred-
it to him and to the country.”

HIS IS the book of a liberal who has

searched his soul and the record
and found rather startling things there,
They are things that mot every liberal
will agree with at a time when political
temperatures are rising. But because
they throw fresh light on a political phe-
nomenon and reveal a new inflammation
of the liberal conscience, they form the
meat of an important book

The Community Attacks A Dilemma

DILEMMA, the dictionary says, is a
£7R situation involving choice between

equ ctory alternatives

The alternatives are “horns” which
stick into people who refuse to strike off
the bad alternatives and chart a new
course

This community has been imbedded
»n a multiple-horned dilemma presented
by two Negro children, refused admit-
tance to a crowded state training school,
too “incorrigible” to be free, and yet
too young to be held in a common jail
They were jailed and society protected
( that part excluding the two children)
but the dilemma Kept all of its horns.

Yesterday, County Commissioners
struck off a harn by earmarking $25.000
to help build a juvenile detention home
so that boys such as those in the city jail
may be treated humanely and wisely—
and legally—and all of society protected
" City Council, we confidently expect,

will match the county sum, assuring es-
tablishment of a hume and thus doing its
part to de-horn this dilemma. It is
Mayor Van Every told the commissioners,
“‘a moral obligation 1o our society her.
Society, of course, includes the boys.

From The Houston Post

Rapidly, the picture of a community
alert to its moral end social obligations
and its own self-interest is coming into
focus. Employment of a child psycholo-
gist, recommended along with the deten-
tion home by the mayor's committee on
juvenile delinques already has been
approved by city a d county

But the dilemma has two horns left
One of them sits in city jail with the
boys where Police Chief Littlejohn has
said they will stay until the state training
school can take them, or a datention
home is provided here. Even with quick
Council action to match the commis-
sioners' appropriation, the time involved
is too long, Surely the chief, Juvenile
Court and welfare authorities together
can find a way to detain the boys else-
where.

The other horn is in Raleigh where
the state legislature has avoided its re-
sponsibility to provide adequate training
facilities, and, also, where the legislature
has failed to recognize generally the com-
plex needs of metropolitan areas which
foot the major part of the state's tax bill.

Charlotte and Mecklenburg are
meeting their responsibilities

Let the legislature twist on its horn,

AINT IT NICE?

EFENDERS of the King's English
should give Prof. Thomas Dunn a
hand. He, the head of the English De-
partment at Drake University, Des
Moines, has had the courage to defend

the word “ain't
He saj ‘Am I not' is a very awk-
ward phrase. ‘Ain't’ would be much bet-

ter.”

Awkward as it is, “am I not” sn't as

bad as the contraction which some pop-
ular writers seem to think is cute—that
is, “aren't 1" They know that “aren't
1" a contraction of “are I not,” is bad

grammar.
“Isn't” and “Aren’t” are merely fele-
scopings of "is not” and "are not.” They

are correct English by authority of lan-
guage arbiters of a century or so ago

“Ain't" does precise the same thing
to “am I not"; it merely eliminates “m"”
and “o." Why, then, shouldn't “ain't” be
as F.nml a substitute for “am I not?"

'H'nl \\ralmr man says March is not

the windiest month. Our choice is Oc-
tober, just before the election.—ELiza
BETHTOWN (Kv.) News

!

Can The Country's Public Opinion Polls Be Trusted?

GARY, Ind

]I ST how do the public opinion

polls work, how reliable are

they they really
mean?

The question is worth asking
because the polls have become a
major influence in American pol-
itics. The polls induced a fatal
complacency in the Dewey camp
in 1948, for example. They almost
certainly denied to Robert A
Taft the nomination he sought so
long and so arduously. More re-

and what do

cently, they were principally re-
sponsible for the abortive “‘Dump
Nixon" movement
PULSE-FEELING

For such reasons, this reporter
has just spent two long days here
in the industrial town of
and in the slums and suburbs of
Chicago, ringing doorbells and but-
tonholing potential voters. Louis

Democrats Worried

By STEWART ALSOP

Harris, partner in the respected

ant political analyst in
his own right, has acted as guide
and mentor of this pulse-feeling
operation.

In all. we have talked to some
75 people, housewives, Negroes,
meclm\rkeu middle class busi-
nessmen, and plain Americans
From the point of view of the
political reporter, it has been a
fascinating experience, which has
d to certain very strong impres-
sions. But first it is worth de-
scribing what it is like being a
pollster, and how the pulse-feel-
ing operation works.
TECHNIQUE

The first thing' you do, if you
are as careful and diligent a pulse-
feeler as Louis Harris, is to make
a very careful analysis of a given
area — its racial composition, its

Production Genius

income level, its past voting rec-
ord Then you prepare a detailed
political questionaire. And then
you go out and ring doorbells
Suppose you are feeling the pub-
lic pulse in a worki
tion of Gary. There is a street of
new, small houses — what used
to be called bungalows — some
of them beginning to show the
signs of wear, You knock, and a
door is opened a third of the way,
suspiciously. Harris, with a pro
fessionalism born of long experi-
ence, begins to talk easily and
quietly: “We have been doing a
survey here in Gary, and a lot of
ather places, and I'd like to ask
you, if you don't mind, how you
voted in the 1952 election,”
ART OF QUESTIONING
Once in a while the
slammed, but usually,
first question is answered,

door is
once the
the

Lock.

e
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Negroes Can Sw?ng House To GOP

By

WASHINGTON

TEGR( now hold the bal-
ance of power in enough
congressional d to assure

the success of Republican efforts
to capture control of the House of
Representatives in November
should they vote Republican.

v Negro voters
to the Re
that's the

paign

But
all-out GOP ca
Democrats acknowl-

column,

some” shift appears

or not this switch as
sumes ticdal proportions could be
determined hy the outcome of con-
on civil rights
Senate filibuster by
n Democrats could be the
~de by Negroes
to |hs GOP banner.

N number 10 per cent or
total population in
iets in the South,

ether

only

but in { 315 districts
outside the South. And of these
35, ”‘I \1H‘w1 Democrats to the
Hou
IRI:I l(l E IN DETROIT

Already some of these Demo-
crats are in trouble in their own
bailiwicks. In  Detroit's First
District, ere Negroes num-
bered per cent of the 1950

population, Polish-born Rep. Thad-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

M. Machrowicz will be op
posed in the Aug. 7 primary
by Mrs. Cora M. Brown, Michi;

gan’s first Negro woman state
senator. Last week, Negro dele-
gates walked out of the Demo-
cratic convention in the First be-
cause Negroes “had been pushed
around long enough." Republicans
are certain fo profit by such in-

y
Earl Chudoff (D-Pa) also

trouble in Philadelphia's
Fourth District — 448 per cent
Negro in 1950. Although he won
renomination with 13,470

votes in last we: primar;
of his two unp-mnmi - F

Dales, a Negro — got 5,072 votes,
while the ump;m:m\ Republican
candidate — Horace Scott, also
a Negro — got 8,255 votes. All

told, Chudoff received only 48 per
cent of the total vote cast in
he primary

These are two of only 14 dis-
ts outside the South in which
egroes numbered 20 per cent or
mare of the 1950 population, giv
ng them a preponderant political
mfluence. Except for the rural
First District of Maryland, which
has re-clected Republican Rep.
Edward T. Miller since 146, a
are big-city districts which reg-
slarly roll up heavy Democratc
majorities

But there are many more dis

triets in which Negroes, even
though relatively less numerous,
could exercise the balance of pow-
er in close elections. There are 61
districts outside the South where
the percentage of Negroes in the
1950 population exceeded the win
ning candidate’s margin of victory
in the 1954 congressional election

Thirty-two of the 1 districts
elected Democrats, 20 Republi-
cans, many by narrow margins
Other things being equal, a sub-
stantial shift of Negro votes would
tend to strengthen Republicans in
their districts and weaken the
Democrats in theirs — especially
in 10 districts in which Democrats
ousted Republicans in 1954 by nar
row margins.

The GOP must score a net gain
of 15 seats to win control of the
y of the 32 Demo-
s in which they
hold the balance of power, three
out of four Negroes have voted for
Demacrats. A shift of one of these
—giving Republicans half of all
Negro votes—might do the trick
That is why Democrals are wor-
ried, and why Republicans are
pulling out all stops to capitalize
on the split between northern and
southern Democrats in order to
win Negro voters back to the par-
ty of Abraham Lincoln, the Great
Emancipator.

7
R

rest is easy. Often. the chilly poll-
sters are asked to step inside, and
when they thankfully do so, they
see almost exactly the same
thing, except in the slums and the
richer suburbs. The front door
gives directly on a small but cosy
room, with framed reproductions
on the walls, ivy Browing (rom a
wall bracket, the furniture cov
ered with a transparent plastic
material, and children clustered
in single-minded  silence before
the new hearth of the American
home, the television set

Then the questioning begins,
and it soon becomes apparent that
poll-taking is not a science but an
art — a useful and meaningful
art, when practiced by such an
expert as Harris, but an art all
the same
TALKING FREELY

A couple of days of polltaking
serve as a reminder that Ameri
cans are nice and friendly peo
ple, who talk freely. But the ex-
perience also serves as a remind
er that political matters are far
from removed from the daily life
and daily interests of most Ameri
cans.

Almost everybody, we discov
ered, knew something about Presi-
dent Eisenhower and something
less about Adiai Stevenson (al
though one lady remarked that it
was too bad “That poor Stevens
had that heart attack™ Ahout
two out of three had some no.
tions aboul Estes Kefauver. But
a good many could not identify the
Vice President, and only a hand
ful had formed an opinion of
such esoteric political figures as
Averell Harriman and Stuart
Symington

In such circumstances it would
have been wholly futile merely to
pck a series of mechanical ques-
tions, and to note the answer.
Poll-taking, more even than most
political reporting, is an attempt
to peer into the recesses of the
human mind.

UNPREDICTABLE

When young steel worker
says he expecis to vote for Ste
venson, will he really go to the
polls? When the tattered old Ne-
gro on the back stoop of a slum
house says he will vote for Eisen
hower, isthe merely (rying to
please the poll-takers’ How do
you scor? the vy who says she

always votes Democratic, but that
she just loves the President on
TV? And how is the elderly fel

Tow Who allows that fie “kinda
likes that Cowfever' really going
to_vote, ii at all?

Because American voters are

human beings, and human beings
are unpredictable, it is simply not
possible to express the political
sentiments of the American peo.
ple neatly, down to the last deci
mal point. But the kind of care
ful, diligeni pulse-feeling such ex
rerts as Lou Harris do makes it
possible to sense with some as
surance certain trends of political
thought

CURIOUS JUMBLE
The rather exhausting experi
ence of interviewing at some

length 75 American voters of all
shapes, sizes, and shades of po-
litical opinion leaves you with a
curious jumble of recollections

You remember how nice and
friendly people are, even when
their privacy is invaded by total
strangers. You remember how un-
informed many are (“Harriman?
Well, I can't rightly say who that
is") and how inarticulate ("Why
do 1 like Tke” Well, he just seems
like an awful nice sort of per-
son"). You remember the shame-
ful squalor of the Negro slums
over in Chicago (worse than any-
thing in Moscow), and the sense
of modest prosperity clsewhere,
with an underlayer of nervousness
about the future (“Why, there
isn't a house or a car on this
street that's paid for”)
IKE'S STRENGTH

You remember also certain to
tally unscientific, purely personal
but nevertheless very vivid polit
ical impressions. This reporter has
brought away with him two such
impressions

One is that President Eisenhow
er is stronger with the voters—
at least outside the farm areas—
than in 1952. The other is that

comething sad and mysterious hag
happened, to tarnish the publie
image of Adlai E. Stevenson.

This reporter embarked on the
pulse-feeling expedition suspecting
that President Eisenhower’s pop.
ularity might be thin and brit.
tle, an artificial product of po.
litical propaganda. The suspicion
was totally unfounded. The Presi.
dent's popularity is genuine and
deep-rooted, and it will be extra.
ordinarily difficult for the Demo.
crats to counteract it.
THE TALK

Of the 75 people this reporter
and the expert professional p
ster, Louis Harris, have mhr.
viewed in this area, only one pre.
vious FEisenhower voter showed
any signs of defecting. Fight pre.
violis Stevenson voters had g
over to Fisenhower, or moved inln
the “don't know" category. Ryt
these meager statistics are unim
pressive, What was impressive
was the way people talked

“President Eisenhower s »
man of peace.” We heard that
phrase, or something like it,

again and again. Moreover, dis.
tasteful as it is for this reporter
to admit, there was virtually no
feeling that the Eisenhower peace
was insecurely defended. One big,
jovial woman on a middle class
said she had her

street doubtg
out the administration’s defensa
icies, as a result of listening
to Arthur Godirey. But that was
all. “Why, that's the first thing
Ike would think of," another lady

caid, and she spoke for the vast
majority
NEGATIVE ASSET

Prosperity, unlike peace, is a
negative Eisenhower assel. Not
many people feel better off than
they did in 1952 But they do not
feel worse off, and it's clear when
you talk to them that many ex.
pected to, under a Republican ad-
ministration.

The President has a third, and
rather astonishing, political asset
—his heart attacl good many
peaple apparently intended to vota
for the President rather as one
might send flowers to a sick friend
to cheer him up. We were un-
able to find a single person who
ad decided to vote against the
President because of his health.
And the heart attack has clearly
made a real human being of the
President, in a way that no other
political personality is real and
human
ADLAI'S FAILURE

 That is what the Stevenson can-
acy seems (o lack — a sense
ol the reality and human-ness of
the man. Stevenson was quite
right when he complained, after
the Minnesota primaries, of a
“failure to communicate.’” As one
Democrat put it, “‘Stevenson just
doesn't stand for anything any
more, He talks with that big vo-
cabulary bi¥ it doesn't make any
sense any more.”

Of course there are plenty of
Stevenson supporters and even en-
thusiasts — particularly among the
Negro voters, among whom Stev-
enson is miles out in front of both
Estes Kefauver. (“Are you against
Kefauver because he's a southern.
er?” we asked one big, genial
Negro lady, “Amen," she replied
fervently). But outside the Negro
areas, even in the heavily Dem-
nraln- precinets, we repeatedly
s a curious and inex-
rm able hostility toward Steven-
son. 1 just don't go for that Ad-
Jai." people would say.

There was some spotty enthus-
iasm for Kefauver (*‘He's the only
nonest .one, all rest are
crooks'). But it seemed clear that
no Democratic candidate had even
begun to light a fire in the land,

Ii ome may be permitted 1o
draw a large conclusion from a
tiny sampling of the way the vot-

ers talk, it is this: Something big
and important and dramatic, eith-
er here or abroad, is going to

bave to happen to change the sit-
aation, if the Democrals are to
have a ghost of a chance of re-
capturing the White House in No-
vember.

care Ly
‘End Of Civilization

OPLE sometimes say now:
adays that the next war will
mean ‘“the end of civilization.”
It might well mean the end of
an era in civilization. We, or
our surviving remnants, and our
descendants, might go savage
again for a time. But as long
as the planet is livable and as
long as we possess, unimpaired,
this 50-ounce organ of explora-
tion and invention, the brain, we
shall not only be able to recon-
struct civilization, we shall be
compelled to reconstruet eivil-
ization. — Gilhert Highet in
“Man's Unconquerable Mind.”

Tar Heel Puts Pressure On Benson

man Jamie Whitten of Mississippi in par

Republicans,

however, refused to ac-

WASHINGTON

Tlu backstage maneuvering over 4
farm bill has been happening with
such lightning speed that the press, let

alone the public, can't keep ap with it
Seldom, however, has politics been so
wrapped up in any legislation, even in
an election year
Frantic GOP

With dire reports coming from the
farm belt following Ike's veto of the
farm bill, the Republicans were almos'

{rantic in their desire to pass something
to put immediate cash in the farmer’s
pockel. Secretary of Agriculture Benson
was also frantic in his desire to get
credit or the soil bank.

Gentle Reminder

Appearing hefore the House r\grltnl
ture Committee, Benson was asked by
Chairman Harold Cooley, North Caro-
lina Democrat

" Secretary, you have presented
something you call the soil bank But
you rlook the fact that in 1934 we

7 million starting to build up
the Soll of this cpuntry. And from that
year on, we continued to build up the
soil, Every year that you've been in of
fice, however, you have asked us for less

for soil. You asked us
Y 5 million and we voted
u $250 million.

nd now suddenly you want what you

’

and I

call a soil bank,

“I remember last February,” continued
Cooley, “1 wrote you a letter ssking you
in detail about setting aside an acreage
reserve-in the form of a soil bank. And
you kept my letter from February until
July, Then, after conferring with all your
assistants, you finally answered that it
was too expensive and impractical

Putting It On The Line

“Now, can you tell me today,
cluded Cooley, “one authority you need
for 4 soil bank that you dont already

have in the bill passed 20 years ago
by the Democrats””

Benson turned to his lawyers for ad
vice Before they could answer, Cooley
continued

“I can think of two—authority to make
longterm contracts with farmers and au.
tharity to protect the future basic allot
ments of farmers,

Benson Uninterested
“All right" said Cooley, “you send
in writing the authority you need and
we'll pass it."
Benson, however

didn't warm up to
the idea at all. He wanted a brand new
hill. The White House also asked for
authority to make advance payments to
farmers out of the soil-bank program
10 the tune of $500 million

The pre-election bonus outraged Dem
ocratic leaders in general and Congress-

ticular

“If a Democrat president were to rec
ommend paying the farmer part of his
1957 income in 1056, just before the
November election, as Eisenhower has
recommended,” observed Whitten, “the
press would carry big headlines uccusing
the Democrats of trying to borrow the
farm vote—which incidentally would be
borrowing it with the farmer’s own money
loaned against his own next year's de-
pleted income.”

Brannan Plan

His dander up, Whitten called his Ap-
pmvr\mons sul cnmmmee and okayed
000,000 appropriation based on
Iht o\d Henry Wallace Soil Bank Bill
which had been on the statute books for
20 years. This would have given an imme-
diate payment instead of borrowing
against the future

The House Rules Committee, however
rejected the appropriation on the ground
that the Henry Wallace law needed
amendments.

By this time Cooley had gone bhack
to North Carolina where he faces s
tough primary battle on the race issus
due to the fact that he refused to sign the
southern manifesto” against the Supreme
Court. Reached on the telephone, Caoley
dictated a 28line amendment to the
Henry Wallace Soil Bank Law which
brought it completely up to date.

cept it. Even Republicans from the farm
belt who had voted for the first farm
bill said no. What they wanted was not
a modernized, revamped Democratic bill,
but a new bill bearing the trade mark
of Benson and Eisenhower

Modification

After counting noses, the Democratic
high command figured it was short 20
House Republicans necessary to pass the
Whitten-Cooley soil plan

So overnight, Cooley praposed a mod-
ified Brannan plan with a subsidy to
farmers.

If you want to put money in the farm-
ers’ pocket,” he told Republicans, “let's
do it outright without any subterfuge.
Let's not borrow from their next year's
income.

Howls OFf Protest

“You already have a Brannan plan for
wool. A crop chiefly raised by the big
Rx‘r-nhhcnn sheep men of Utah and Wy-
oming," argued Cooley. “And Benson is
supporting sugar at cent of
parity—a crop highly important to his
state of Utah. So let's be fair and vote
the Brannan plan for other crops."

There were howls of protest from Re-
publicans, however, and the modified
Brannan plan . was dropped.

Thus jockeyed political leaaers back
:n:i forth in an effort to win the farm
vote,




