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Fluoridation: Charlotte Can Be Proud

V‘I‘IIE OBSTACLE that confronts the
scientist in his patient attempt to
promote the betterment of mankind are
staggering. Man's rise from savagery to
civilization has always been a npy
journey. Every mew scientific proposal
«~must win its way to acceptance in some
sort of batile of ideas.

So it was with smallpox vaccinations,
immunization against diphtheria, chlori-
nation of water for safety and even the
fortification of milk with vitamin D.

So it was with fluoridation.

The battle has not yet been won in
some areas. Dissenters remain active—
and many of them are quite earnest in
their opposition. But dedicated champ-
ions of science and enlightenment pre-
vailed in Charlotte and the entire com-
munity today can be glad they did

Results of the city's seven-year ex.
perience with iluoridation, released this
week by Dr. James B. Carroll, dental
health officer of the City Health Dept,
tell a story of significant success.

The survey shows that native born
first grade children in Charlotte who
have been drinking fluoridated water
since 1949 have 40 per cent less tooth
decay than youngsters who drink un.
fluoridated water. The comparisons
were made among Charlotte’s children
and those of nearby Mooresville and
Statesville who have not had the oppor-
tunity of drinking water with fluoride
added.

Furthermore. experts found that “no
ill effects from fluorides could be ob-
served on the teeth, supporting struc-
tures of the teeth or on occlusions of
the teeth

The report's significance is not con-
fined to Charlotte. It will be scrutinized
with interest throughout the nation for
the Queen City actually was a pioneer in
the fluoridation of municipal water sup-
plies to prevent toath decay

It can be placed back-to-back with
the report of the famous Newburgh-
Kingston study of New York, issued last
December. Health leaders in the Em-
pire State said flatly at that time that
the adjustment of the fluoride content
of water is a “safe and effective” to

reduce sharply tooth decay in children

As the most practical and effective
public health measure for the preven.
tion of tooth decay, fluoridation is ob-
viously here to stay

At the present time 23 million peo-
ple in 1,150 communities drink artifici-
ally fluoridated water. Another 4 mil
lion Americans have spent all their lives
in such areas as Colorado Springs, Colo.,
and Bartlett, Tex.,, where the drinking
water contains fluorides in higher con-
centration than that used for dental
health. Repeated long-term studies
have found ro adverse physiological
effects.

Fluoridation

der ttack
in 15 court
upheld 14 time
the ruling was
court

occasionally been
But it is significant
fluoridation was
In the one exception
reversed by a higher

cases,

It is not mass medication. It is
not a medicin®, not a cure does not
treat decay that has already started. It is
an important dietary factor during the
time teeth are forming

As Dr. Carroll wisely warned News
readers yesterday, proper dental care is
an important allv of fluoridation. For
healthier, more attractive teeth, children,
and adults, too, should continue to brush
their teeth regularly and make periodic
visits to the family dentist.

But we in Charlotte are witnessing
progress—significant scientific progress
—in the prevention of dental decay. It
is something of which we can all be
proud

Town Hall

Tm: friendly wrist-slapping Mayor
Phil Van Every gave us for disagree-
ing with him on annexation left us smil-
ing happily through our tears. What we
have been grumbling about all along was
the fact that the mayor had not been
using his eloquence half enough to edu-
cate the public on the issue. Finally the
ice is broken. Now, if his honor will
only turn his eioouence toward the per-
imeter . . .

Politicians And Cigars: An Interview

PPARENTLY unnoticed by the fleet
< reportorial teams that cover our city,
Winston-Salem Mayor Marshall Kurfees
has been in town the last few days so-
liciting votes for the Senate

If the light at Mint and Third hadn't
been red, we wouldn't have noticed him
either, But it stopped us and, looking
idly around, we spotted hizzoner. He was
on a wall, smiling. and he’ll be there until
someone tears him down or weather
wears him out of sight

He was in a technicolored campaign
poster, and a big, brown cigar was in
there with him and the smile. We'd
recognize that cigar anywhere, but we're
not sure about the mayor

A tree near the building shaded
the upper part of his fave and, although
we do seem to remember a rather high
forehead, what we remember most from
the poster was the aame Kurfees, a smile
and a cigar

At that, we suppose Mayor Kurfees
wouldn't be disappointed.  Most poli
ticians don't mind being faceless in the
voter's mind, if the name, the smile and
cigar are remembered, particularly the
cigar, particularly the cigar made in
the Old North State.

You'd think, wouldn't you, that the
mayor of Winston-Salem, where they
make Winstons and are soon to make
Salems, would rather pose with a ciga-
rette? You'd think that you didn’t
know a real genuine politician would
rather be caught tongue-tied than with-
out a stogie.

Why so, we wondered. To find out,
we called in our own political consultant,

From The Winston-Salem Journol

Col. C. S. A. Beauregard, Ret., noted gate
crasher at $100-a-plate Jefferson, Jack-
son and Lincoln Day dinners. He puffed
in._This interview ensued

Q Colonel
cigars?

A. It's the thing, that's why.

Q. Yes, but why is it the thing?

A. Well, lots of reasons. There's
nothing more masculine—unless it's a
Bull Durham sign—than a good cigar.

Q. What's wrong with a cigarette on
that score

A. Just too pany. boy

Q and a pipe?

A. A PIPE? Thunderation
Don't you know nothing?

Q. Well, we know
vogue among you elder statesmen
how come?

A. Pipe smokers are shifty looking.
Always look like theyre thinking. Be-
sides that, a pipe ties up one of a fel
low's hands when he could be shaking
with both

Q. All right

why do politicians like

foo puny
a PIPE?

they're not in
But

but tell us more about

cigars

A Well, the public expects ‘em
How else are you gonna smoke up a
room? Another thing, nearly everybody

had an uncle who smoked cigars. You
get behind a sfome, and you look like
everybody's uncle
Q You don't
we ever had
A. Well, you nad funny uncles,
tell you that
Thank you for dropping by, Colonel
You got a maich?

look like any uncle

WINKEN, BLINKEN AND NOD

P‘F:\.\I\ SULLIVAN, writing in The
New York Times magazine recently,
presented a strong case for the after-
lunch nap for working folks. He said
that a short dailv siesta can go a long
way toward preventing ulcers, heart
trouble, neuroses and various of the other
afflictions caused by our complex way
of living

Most of us working folks will go
right along with Mr. Sullivan. We're all
for mid-day naps. But working out a
way 1o get them in this day and time is
more easily said than done

In the first place, you dom't find
many bosses who encourage the habit
But suppose they did. Suppose bosses all
over town got together and voted to al
Jow us toilers an hour for a nap in addi-
tion to our lunch hour. Where would
we take this nap”

The most logical place, of course, is
at home. But that would be tough to
work out. If all tte working folks went
to their homes at noon, we'd create a
veritable five-o'clock-rush in the middle
of the day And by the time we'd
crowded into a bus or cussed through
traffic, we'd be too cross and tense to
sleep

[ re going home anyway
iht as well eat Junch
bably would

develop ulcers and neuroses from having
to stay at home every day, cook lunch
for their husbands and shush the little
ones “while Daddy takes his nap.” So
what would you gain?

If we didn't go home, restaurants
downtown might snstall nap rooms ad-
jacent to their dining room. But in this
town where peopls talk shop and do
their civic duty over lunch, you know
what would happen’ They'd simply hold
another committee meeting in the nap
room. And who can sleep mid chatter
of surveys and fund raising?

First thing you know, too, girls would
be using their nap hours to have their
hair done or take a sunbath. And physi-
calfitnesssminded men would be at the
“Y" exerting themselves in swimming or
some kind of ball game.

In the end, we'd probably get to
the place where nobody would be taking
a nap during his nap hour. Nobody,
that is, except thosc who even now have

great difficulty after lunch not laying
their heads wn on any
old . .. hard desk top, closing
their , . . eyes and dropping . .
off .... 3223

Prosperity note: Hollow stem cham-
pagne glasseppon sale at a Tallahassee

ALLAHASSEE TOCRAT

TUTERLANG) -

e Regntes
Trivee Araicate

“I think we'll Tun’in the aspirin commerc ial right after this, only we’ll run it as
part of the public service programm ing and not charge the advertiser . .1"

An Ironical Saga

Why George Decided To Quit

WASHINGTON

EN. Walter F. George decided
V) to retive from his beloved
Senate only after his own die-hard
supporters had told him that a
bandwagon swing to Herman Tal
madge was in the
The patriarchal

received private assu
fong as six months ago that Pres
dent Eisenhower would appoint

him to a diplomatic post cam-
mensurate with his prestige. The
intermediary was the President’s
golfing companion at Augusta
Ga., Robert W. Woodruff, chair-
man of Coca-Cola.

3ut George and a small but lo
band of old friends could not
Felieve that the fo governor
son of the gallussnapping ole

Gene, was a real threat. The sen:
ator’s feelings were hurt when
men e interests he had

long protected came to him with
their warnings
PENALTY OF AGE

On recent trips home. however,
he began to discover the penal
ties of longevity beyond three
score and ten. He had never
had a personal organization and
many of the old friends on whom
he had depended were dead.

1t was decided that men of un
questioned personal loyalty to
George would take private sound-
ings in 100 Georgia counties
Tuesday the polltakers consolidat-
ed their findings. The net: Tal-
madge could not be headed off.
The senator capitulated.  *
ABILIT
is both an accom
emagogue and a man of
what his critics call dange
He can be charming and
he is mucp more talented than his
flamboyani father, who was by
ro means a medioerity and who
in fact was acting most of the
time

Washington must face it, too
that in the seat of the sincere in-
ternationalist foreign relations
chairman will sit a senator who
has campaigned against foreign
aid, for the Bricker amendment
and in general takes a strictly
nationalist position, This great
ital has changed the minds
of other ambitious men and in
Talmadge's known ambition lies
the possibility of tempering his
present views
WISE COUNSEL

Democrats politically lose and
gain, They lose wise counsel, vast
experience and a friend they found
possible to love for his personal
qualities

They gain in that they have un

estionably restricted the fights
.y might have made or the pol-
icies they might have pushed in
order not to put George on the
spot in his hard contest against
Talmadge. It was tacitly under-
stood by the Senate majority that
(;eorge was not to be embarrassed
{ it was possible to avoid it. Ma-
er Lyndon B. Johnson
gured it was possible,

e liberals fretted and

DANGEROU
Talmad;

fi
though Senat
fumed
NO VENOM
With no personal venom toward
George at all, it was being said
that the George contest with Tal
madge was the soft underbelly of
the Democratic campaign this
year 1o recapture the presidency.
One example: Southerners were
urged to sign the congressional

By DORIS FLEESON

manifesto  against desegregation
on the ground that they ‘“‘must
help Walter.”

This manifesto is endangering
the rty nationally and all Dem.
ocratic candidates in the pivotal
states where the Negro vote is
important. Republicans cite it as
one of the reasons why they are
confident Negroes are breaking
to them from the party of Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt and Harry Tru-
man, idols of the Negro.
CRUELTY AND SENTIMENT

The changes that may now ap-
pear in Democratic tactics and
the shape of a Talmadge senator
are for the future to show. Wash.
ington can be both cruel
and sentimental — a not unusual
combination in people — is think.
ing chiefly of the man it has
known so long

George is dean of the Senate
and one of its interesting mem-
bers, His wife, Miss Lucy, is
equally known and liked.

Politics is always filled with
ironies, and they appear striking:
in the George slory

SON LOST

In his vigorous middle years,
the or senalor from Georgia
served the business interests his

arch-conservatism naturally led
him to espouse. His present great
reputation rests chiefly on the
broader leadership, notably in for-
eign affairs, he undertook follow-
ing the loss of a much-loved son,
a bomber pilot who never got

home from a World War IT strike.

George finally decided to quit
the Finance Committce chairman-
arbiter on

pocket-
10 be:

come chairman of foreign rela-
tions, He left finance in equally
conservative hands, maybe more
so—those of Sen. Harry F. Byrd
of Virginia

At that time, he said, he felt he
should devote his remaining years
to doing what he could to save the

Dropping

peace of the world He has been
doing exactly that on the highest
level of statesmanship.

His friends bitterly feel that he
suffered at home for it and not
just by reason of the demagogic
appeals Talmadge was able to
tuake to the nationalist spirit that
is always latent i S. politics
and which served Sen. Joseph R.
McCarthy so well for a lime.
When George was no longer fi-
naace chairman, even though he
remained on the committee, his
friends suggest he had lost much
of his usefulness to the interests
he so long protected

It is, they think, another ver-
of the story of thelate Sen
n Barkley made famous as an
illustration of the ingratitude found
in politics, It is the story of Bark
ley's constituent whom' the Ken-
tuckian so long helped but found
about to vote against him in his
race with “Happy™ Chandler
THE FAVORS

Barkley recited all the favors he
had done this voter and asked
“How can you do this to me now*

But what have you done for me
lately?™ asked the voter.

Basically, George's problem was
that he and his riv unlike in
personality — drew support from
tie same interests, When those in.
terests had to choose, the bulk of
fhem headed for the camp of the
man with his future ahead of him,
whose years exceed by only six
the length of the George tenure in

But the George ending has its
own majesty. He leayes the Sen-
aie at the peak in his influence, in
his contribution and in his friend-
hip with the senators of both par-
ties, all ages and all shades of
opinion

Like the valedictory of his old
associate, Barkley, who died only
a few dags ago, it is a splendid
farewell from its dean to the
United States Senate.

The Pilot

People’s Platform

Add Peep Holes

Charlotie

Editors, The News
FOLLOW WITH interest fthe
many letters that are pub

lished in your forum. 1 find them
very interesting and enjoy this
teature very much

1 desire you to help solve a dif
ficulty that is bothering me. Be
ing very proud of the progress
Charlotte is making 1 try to fol
ow the progressive building that
is now taking place in the center
of Charlotte

It is easy to see the work the
Duke Power Co, and the Pied
mont Natural Gas Co., are doing
ou the streets, However, | deplore
the lack of adequate peep holes
available at the Wachovia Bank
huilding job. How can we side-
walk superintendents follow the
construction when they have only
allowed three for average height
persons?

Please ao something about it

—AL SMIT]

A Downright Shame
To Let ‘Aida” Lapse

Charlotte
Editors. The News
JVJAY | ADD a hearty second
WX to Messrs. Bergamini and
Place, regarding the need for ad
ditional perfor
cal operas! It's downright
that such a truly professional and
thrilling  performance as last
week's “Aida” should be seen by
only 2,500 people

‘mances of our lo
nful

And certainly it would be highly
desirable (0 make it possible for
the school children to attedd. 1f
a special matinee at low prices 1s
not feasible, why not admit them
at 35 or 50 cents to regular per
formances, and plan on a “run”
of several performances?

I recall with great pleasure a
number of occasions in my own
school days when large groups of
students traveled the 25 miles in
chartered buses to attend per-
formances at the Metrapolitan Op-
era, We spent many hours in ad
vance preparation rning the
story and background for the per
formance (of course, we didn't
have the advantage then of hear
ing it sung in English), and T am
quite sure that these trips did a
great deal for many of us in shap-
ing our later tastes for music

Your columns lately have been
carrying many laments over the
current craze for “rock and roll”
music. Mightn't it be that our
kids just haven't had enough op-
portunity to meet anything else?
Just as it's best to wean voung-
sters away from comic strips by
exposing them to good literature,
it's best to wean them from com-
ic-striptype music by exposing
them tobetter.

—RICHARD VAN SCIVER

The Drama’s Great
At Myers Park High

Charlotte

Editors, The News.
TH all the fine entertainment
Charlotte has enjoyed this
season 1 feel that the public as a
whole missed out on one of the
hest because your paper failed to
review it

1 refer to “Twelfth Night* which
was presented in true Shakespear-
ean style and FElizabethan cos
tumes at Myers Park High School
and was so beautifully and artis-
tically done, one could scarcely
believe the actors were teen
agers
T realize that it is probably a
policy of your paper to omit re.
views of high school productions
because of the number of schools
in this area. However, every rule
should have an exception and
when a high school undertakes
such an ambitious production [
think it is worthy of a critic's time
and comment.- It would not have to
be reviewed as a high school play
but as a Shakespearean production
and 1 assure you that the players
would not have suffered because
tiey compared with any adult
group in_the city, Much credit
goes to Fred Sitton, the director,
for stimulating the actors to Jlearn
the long speeches and to deliver
them with such vitality and mean

Groping By Lamplight

CHURCH STREET WALL
Peeping At Progress

ing. There were several small
children there who showed no
signs of restlessness. One four-

year-old who sat in front of me
was completely entranced throughs
out_the entire performance.
veryone acknowledges the ine
terest of Charlotte in the fine arts,
Do only the adult groups rate the
notices® Surely when youth falls
in line with such adult tastes they
deserve public encouragement and
praise. What better way to insure
a cultural future
—~ERLEEN MARQUARDT

The Voter Offered
List For May 26

Charlotte

Editors, The News
Y1 have a little space to

ask a special favor of the
public of Charlotte and
¢ County. We should
try and select the best we have in
the offering for the North Caroe
tina House, in choosing at the bal-

as of May 2

—

and will
any regrets when you
se three: James B. Vog-

f Love, and Frank W,
Enepp. And should you wish to
make the fourth, then | would say
icks

This is my stopping point with

this selection. We should get fair
action for Charlotte and Mecklen»
burg County nd the State of
North Carelina. Mr. Vogler can
guide or offer them a safe coursa
to take in the interest of the peo.
ple of Charlotte and Mecklenburg
County. 1 only speak as of the
P and present. So friends
Yook ahead and say we are
ing for the future

more | could or wou
The above are just
get the best we can
1ot box on May 5

The News Contributes
To Charlotte Culture

Charlotte
Editors, The News:

he resulis of the €

Sympheny Orchestra’s Silver
Anniversarv  Campaign indicate
that it will provide the funds
necessary to operate the orchese
tra this year

Much ‘of the success of this
campaign ean be attributed to
the splendid support given it by
your fine organization

This evidence of The News®
desire to promote and encourage
all phases of civic and cultural
improvement in our community
deserves the plaudits of the ene
tire population.

May we express o you the
gratitude of the orchestra for
your efforts in their behalf, ag
well as our own personal appre-
ciation?

rlotte

- €. WHELCHEL
. S. DEMPEWOLFP

Writing As A Lonely Art

By JOAN P. MARQUAND
In “Wickford Point*

lr WAS as good a time as any

other to start writing that
story about the sing-song girl
Until T actually faced it, 1 be
lieved that it would not be diffi-
cult to write a short story, but
now 1 recognized the complete
loneliness of the trade as
stared at my blank paper. T was
no longer dealing with facts. My
mind was groping in the lamp-
light in an_effort to draw the
illusion of living. people out of
thin air. It had never occurred
1o me that it would be worse than
manual labor. And when I sat
down before the, table on a creak-

ing bedroom chair, I did not rea-
lize that I should be doing this
sort of thing for vears. I did
not realize that writing would al.
most always be a disagreeable
task, and that nothing which one
sets down on paper ever wholly
approximates the conception of
the mind. As soon as I faced it,
I did not want to write. Instead
my intelligence presented a num-
ber of excuses for stopping be.
fore 1 started. The light was
bad, the chair was uncomfor.
table; T felt tired; 1 wanted to
read a book. I'would always be
seeking for excuses, ever after,
not to write; and I have often
wondered why I began at all.

Drew Pearsor's  Erjandship Train Reaches A Hospital

Merry-Go-Roun

WASHINGTON

A lot has hapoened in the nine years

surance money paid when the Com-

Times Herald?” asked Foote

" since then, But t . munists set fire to a Paris warehouse “It supported Eisenhower” reminded
T'S been nine years since several million  since ){u week p;.m"] con- o aing come of the Brieniship food. Mrs. Cowas
people all over the WU.S.A. from tribution of the Friendship Train cul- 4 P “But what about those Herblock car.
schoolchildren to businessmen to junior minated with the dedication of the Nixon’s Place toons in the Post”' argued Foote
chambers of commerce to labor unions.  prench-American Hospital ncar Saint- Lovely, lively Mrs. Myron Cowan, whose “They're terrible He's a Communist. He
ent the ndship Train to Western [ This, the scene of the most devas- husband did such a good job as U. S. am- ought to be suppressed.’
Europe. tating battle of the Normandy invasion, bassador to the Philippines and Be;z‘{gn:i “Nothing could be further from the
where Gen. Omar Bradley finally broke was chatting at a cocktail party with Ned truth,” replied Mrs
The Dark Days through the German hedgerows, was Foote, the ambitious Justice Department has w
T as in the dark days of 1847 picked by Americans to build a hospital official who aspires to head up the anti-

ce was torn with riots
railroad ike; when Communists
the agricultural workers of Italy
the crop was ready for harvest;
sabotage squads were sent from M
o wreck French traios

and @ as one small contribution toward recon-
struck  structing the terrible damage of 1944,

ust as The hospital was a long time in build
whea  img. Both French a American money

foscow went into it. Th

Friendship

trust division

on from the
fory of in-

Mrs. Cowan remarked on the fact that
80 to 90 per cent of the press in the
United States was strongly for Eisen

ower.
“What about the Washington Post and

“Why, he even
President

Nixon,”

?
remonstrated Foote,
“coming up from a sewer.”

“That,” said Mrs, Cowan, “is exacl
where he belongs." i
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