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POST-GAME ROWDYISM

What Makes
Basketball
Fans Wild?

By JULIAN SCHEER AND RONALD GREEN
Charlotte News Staff Writers

Tomorrow night at 8 p.m. undefeated East Mecklenburg
High School plays strong Myers Park High School in a basket-
ball _game.

Two weeks ago both teams were undefeated and East won
the first of a two-game series in a tense, thrilling game

Tomorrow night many of the Police Dept.’s detectives will
be on duly at the Myers Park High School gymnasium, plus
many, upiformed police officers

Why a large number of police officers at a high school
sports event

Following the first game, two Myers Park students were
accosted while en route to their automobiles on the East
ﬁ:m:us One young boy needed 15 stitches to sew up the gap in
is he:

Violence Has Flared Before

No one knows who did the dirty work, but it was not the
first nci n[ violence and rowdyism in the city this basketball

seaso!
lr‘ullnumg one high school game in the city, a riof broke
out

ral schools have been marked and painted by van-

dals . ..
© Basketball officials have, in many cases, asked to be es-
cor(ed to their c
Basketball coaches, students, teachers, parénts, principals

superintendents, police officers all agree that Charlotte and
Mecklenburg has 2 problem.

How serious is it

On this point they disagree—a problem it is, but some
say it is pot @& hlgl’pmblcm at their schools, while others con-
tinue 1o be worre

Tomorrow night is a big test.

Will there be another East-Myers Park incident®
“No.” says a man who should know
I am not going to have it in the city of Charlotte,” says
Charfotte Police Chief Frank Littlejohn. “Even if 1 have to
call out the day shift, we are not going to have any more ie-
cidents.”

Who Are Police Protecting?

Police protection is, most of the concerned agree, one
answer. The question arises: Who are the police protecting?
Are they prMecun; the students from other students, students
from pmnu parents from students, students from alumni?

Principals of the city and county schools dom't try to duck
the problem, but all of them say the incidents have started
by nonstudents, Outsiders—either zealovs parents and friends,
alumni or drop outs—get the accusing finger.

They_agree that some students could be invelved, but
all they can lake the story to the student in his
school and get a ;wd favorable reaction.

Jd. perintendent of xmx«mrg County
schools, u)'l “It i muhml to be worked on at all times."

Just this week a letter left his office to principals of
county schools peinting lu the meed for a stepped-up pro-

gram of ¢itizenship. Mr. W LSI)!I Jooks at lhe nrohlam from
tof view of a s l usl:-
m an in.

s a3 2 coach, lurhrr md prineipal h:s nvm

nlht into the problem

First, he says, fension is high when good basketball is

played. Another factor is community attitudes. Some com-

muniun react well, others do not. Seating is a problem, he

points ogt. When a crowd is comfortable, it is usually orderly.
“This is nothing pew,” be says.

Matter Taken More Seriously

However, his schools are taking the matter even more
seriowsly than in the e feels, as all school officials told
The News, that the students themselves will do a good job in
c;lizmﬂup and sportsmanship when the case is presenied to
theny.

Dr. Elmer H. Garinger, superintendent of the city schools,
also notes the problem is not new but adds, “We have had
nothing as serious as this,”

The problem is “distasteful (o the students and principals

High School Game . . . Are Fans Too Excitable?

and_the public should know and understand the problem. It
is, he says, a matter for public education.

Principals of city and county schools feel certain that
most—possibly not all—of the trouble is coming from outside
sources,

Principal Ed Sandecs at Central says his school has been

free of rowdyism in basketball the past few years. The
“secret” he believes is two-fold: “A policeman is always on
duty, and patrons do not leave the gymnmasium during half
time.

This, he maintains, keeps down activity within the gym-
nasium

Outside the building?

The school has no contral in this area,
dents are schooled in citizenship.

Another point Mr. Sanders makes is the conduct of
basketball players themselves. If they Lchave in a contest,

v See WHAT on Page 4A

but Central stu-

ME. THURSDAY

Mr. Thursday .
Dies Here---
On Thursday

Mr. Thugsday died today

It was Thursday, the first
Thursday in 19 years when the
smiling old man in the straw
hat and the stiff, starched col-
lar did not make his rounds of
midtown stares handing out gen-
tiemanly greetings to counter

girls.

e was a unique institution
Almost nobody his real
name: Frank Gurley. He was
&

He died unexpectedly this
morning at the home of a sor

E

Paul C. Gurley, 1513 Mimosa
Ave,, with whom he made his
honte.

News of his death spread

quickly through the stores after
the first word was received in
mid-merning. It came as & shock
to the hundreds of emplbyes who
Jooked forward to his weekly
visits

The swilchbeard epecaier

Just three days ago, Mr.
Th ly wrote a letter to the
perso office of belk's ex-
plaining the purpose of
weekly rounds

e did it, he said, “for the

sale purpose of trxing to moke
life a little more worthwhile to
as many people as possible by
giving out a smile from my soul
and speaking words of comfort
and cheer to many as 1 passed
along from one fo another.”

He was named “Mr. Thurs-
day” by the girls in Kress
store about 1938, he said

Since 1942, the stores had tak-

See MR. THURSDAY on page 4-A |

Thought In Planning Stage

Time

s St

Storms, Cold
Cover Much
0f Country

Heavy Snow Hits

East, Midwest

By The Associated Press

Mid-winter storms and cold
weather plagued broad sections
of the country today.
Heaviest snow falls of the sea
son were reported in many areas
of the Midwest and the East. A
belt of freezing rain and sleet
from Oklahoma to the Tennessee
Valley and the Carolina moun.
tains shifted northward during
the night

Ice and snow-covered high-
ways made driving conditions|
hazardous in much of the storm

e

Precipitation during the night
and early morning spread over
most areas from Pennsylvania to|
Florida and {rom eastern Minne-
sota southwest over New Mexico
The Weather Bureau didn't
think the ground hog would see
his shadow in the eastern half
of the country today — Ground

worst storm struck
the Albuquerque, N. M. area.
An elementary school in an out:
lying section was snowbound,
and four pupils and 20 adults,
including teachers and parents,
remained in the school over
aight. Twenlysix other pupils|
were cared for by residents In

., only two blocks from the
of 'the Carolinas,” Independence

HERE'S A SIGHT you don’
game of baseball in the middle of W, dth

boys got out there vesterday afternoon, just

(News Staif Photo by Tom Frankiin—Frankin)
before the rains came, to demonstrate the
best use of the barricaded street while work-
men dug ditches for 12,000-voli power
lines. You can see the barricade and the piles
of dirt just behind the boys,

t see often:

“crossroads
Square, The

New Bomb May Be 2,500
ronger Than First

For Spring

WASHINGTON ™ — Congress
has received a hint that a h
|drogen bomb with 2,500 times th
|power of the atomic weapon that
|blasted Hiroshima may be at least
in the planning stage

Confirmation that something is
going on in that field came from
Dr. A G. Hill, professor at Mas«
sachuseits Institute of Technology
and scientific director of the weal
ons evaluation group of the joi
chiefs of staff.
The atomic scier was a wit-
ness before a House government
operations subcommittee in a hear-
ing aimed at strengthening Civil
Defense.
Chairman  Holifield
commented that he believed a
study in which Hill participated
lhad mentioned a hydrogen bomb
that would “go up as high as 50
megatons. ”

Hill nodded agreement.
NO ELABORATION

‘The matter was dropped without
any elahoration to indicate whether
such a weapon has gone beyond
the slage of theory

Various scientific sources, how-
ever, have suggested that the h
drogen bomb can be made in vir-
tually unlimited power ranges,
with little more trouble than the
addition of more material
suggestions, however, have been
accompartied by mention of the
difficulty of delivering a huge

mh.

In the hydrogen bomb the ene

(D-Calify

ing across the street from
schoal. A score of alltnmnblies
were stranded in the drifted
snow in front of the school
stormy weather forced the
closing of many schools in Towa,
and Missouri yesterday.
Snow falls in the storm-swept
mid-continent areas measured up
to 10 inches in some places. Snow
piled up to more than 20 inches|
the season's heaviest fall, ail
(Oswego, N. Y. The wet belt ex-
tended southeastward from Lake
Ontario.
Rain was locally heavy in some
ef the southern states, Nearly
one and a half inches fell at
Little - Rock, . and nearly
one inch at Louisville, Smow in
most of Illinois, northern Indi-
ana, southern Michigan and
northern Ohio persisted around
|one to two inches.

Cold weather persisted in the|
|northern tier of states from Min-|
nesota westwara to Washington!
nd Oregon, with below zero|
} eadings in many areas. It was
|nine above and snowing in Ama-
Irillo, Tex., today.

Clouds Bring Relief
To Thirsty Charlotte

By EMERY WISTER
Charlotte News Staff Writer
A fat batch of heavy-laden

clouds ganged up on Charlotte
today to give the city its first
rain worthy of the name sifice
winter began.

The rain, which began falling
yesterday aftermoon, kept at it
all night, morning and into the
afternoon. By noon over an inch
had been recorded.

There will be more. The
Weather Bureau said rains will
continue all might. probably end-
ing tomorrow. But skies should
remain cloudy through tomor-
Tow

The soaking rain, which fell
at a_slow but steady rate, was
the first moisture -the city las
received since the 61 inch of
Jan, 23-24. And not all that was
rain. There was some snow and
sleet too.

Dark and dreary as the rain
clouds made the day. they were
welcome. sights to Charlotteans
who had received only 1.68 inch
of vreclplwuun ince Dec. 1.

ly 44 inch fell in December,

QOur Weather

Cloudy and moderately cold
with rain today and tonight.
Rather cloudy and cold Friday.

Low this marning—33.
Low tomorrow morni
High yesterday—47,
High today—42.

High tomorrow—43,

§—35.

Sunrise, 7:21 a. m.; sunset,
5:53 p. m.

More Weather Data on Page 4-A

the driest December in Char-
iotte’s history.

Last month was liltle better,
Just 1.24 inch fell in the Weath-
er Bureau's rain gauge at Mu-
uicipal Airport.

But if it was dry last month
it was also cold, There were 25
days when the temperature fell
below freezing. The average
temperature was 41 degrees, 13
degrees below normal

The highest temperature of
the month was the 68 on Jan.
6. The lowest was the 19 on

an. 15.
There were 11 clear days in
the mnth, 10 partly cloudy and
10 cloudy
Tt will also be cloudy tome-
tow, antl penetratingly cold, too.
Alaw of 36 is predicied for morn-

5

2

1t was also cold here today.
The low was 33 and the tempera-
ture is not likely to go over 40.

Private Show

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. —ip—
Deputy Sheriff Noah Carter fig
ures, thieves who looted a tourist|
exhibit on U.S. highway AIA near|
here had something beside larce-
ny on their: minds

They took parts of four stills
used to explain to visitors how the|
moonshiner plies his illegal trade.

CHURCHES BURGLARIZED

ALBUQUERQUE -- ® — Two|
youths told police they burglarized|
24 Catholic churches. An esti-
mated $200 was stolen from offer-|
ing boxes after they were pried
open. A priest's robe was found in|
the prisoners’ possession,

detective about a recent series of
safe robberies,

Officers said thieves ripped
open the bottom of a safe at Com.
monwealth Sundries Store, 335
[Commonwealth  Ave. and es
caped with at least $38 in cash
and an undete d amount of
shecks. T

erator of the store, Bruce Mauney,
had been talking with Detective

haven't
three years,”
reporter this morning

look what's happened ™

lago netted thieves only cigarettes.

Worried Over Burglaries,
Man Finds Safe Cracked

about recent

safe crackings in,

“T told Mr. Forney that thieves
hit my place in about
Mr. Mauney told a
And now,

into the main building. The safe,
which was lecated in the middle
of the soda shop, was rolled to the
rear of the store, turned over, and
n open through the bottom.

Some checks were left scattered|
on the floor beside the battered

The break-in about three \'rar:“

Mr. Mauney tald Detectives E.

afe
Besides cash [rom the safe, the|

Haney and J. W, Porter, as.|
i T he ovaerop ied o the’ case, i thelniruders took seversl foustan
By coincidence, the oWNer-OB-lipioio. guring the night tore|pens, a flashlight

and other ar-
.

bnards off the side of a framelticles still undetermined.

The owner of a Commonwealth| storeroom at the rear of the build-
Ave. store was the victim of safe|Charlotte = ‘
crackers during the night, only|THREE YEARS He said they broke through a3
hours after he had talked with a door leading from the storeroom

Change In Beer
Ads Opposed

RALEIGH (p—State ABC Chair
man Tom Allen says the Allied
Church League has indicated it
will oppose liberalizing beer ad
vertising regulati

A hearing on relaxing the regu:|
lations had been scheduled for|
vesterday. However, it was post|
poned beeause of the ABC hoard's,
heavy agenda. A new hearing date|
will be announce

The US. Brewers Foundation|
and the State Assn. of Beer Dis-
tributors have asked that more

DURHAM MAKES BOLD BID
FOR PRESBYTERIAN SCHOOL

RALEIGH (®—"You tell us what you need and we will
accept the challenge.” Thls in effeet, is what representatives of
Durham today told trustees of the consolidated Presbyterian
College who are seeking a site for the proposed new college.

A Durham delegation went (o the board hearing on what
17 eastern cities and towns have to offer the new school.

J. F. Wily, chairman of the Durham committee and a bank
vice president, led the Durham delegation.

Frank A. Pierson, exeButive vice president of the Durham
Chamber of Commerce, said the group gave “a synopsis of Dur-
ham, our successful pattern in health, education, recreation,
finance, industry and business.

“We set forth what we have done over the years for Duke
lnnnr-m and Trinity College before it.”” he added. “On the
basis of our past performance, we put it this way: If the board
finds that Durham meets its requisites as to site, tells us what is
needed and we would accept the challenge.”

ergy release comes from the unit.
ing u( atoms of a light element,

s hydrogen, to form a heave
nr mllmal In the atomic bomb
the energy is loosed by splitting
the atoms of a heavy element
such as uranium 235,

‘The atom bomb which flattened
Hiroshima was estimated to have
the energy equivalent of
tons of TNT, and American A«

bombs are understood to have
cone far above that level in tests.
megaton is a million tons of
TNT, so a 50 - megation weapon
would have 2,500 times the power
of the Hiroshima bomb.
RUSSIAN BLAST

The Atomic Energy Commission
reported last November that
(Russians had set off a hydrogen
blast “in the range of megatons™
and published reports abroad said
it was between one and five mega-
tons

Speculation set the power of the
enormous American blast at Biki-
ni atoll March 1, 1954, as high
as 15 to 17 megatons. That explo-
sion caused a small island to dise
appear.

There has been talk of the pos
sibility that tests at the Pacific
proving grounds this spring may
involve a weapon two or three
times (hal polent, which could put

it_in the egaton_cl:
N .
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beer signs be allowed to be dis-
played in beer taverns.
During its action yesterday the

Tigers, Elephants, Sea Lions

board revoked the beer permit of
[Emma Frances Manning, operator
of the Griddle, New Bern, Rt
for being drunk on the premises.
It also heard fresh affidavits in|
support of C. M. Kontos, operator
of Charlotte’s Piccadills Grill, a
drive-in whose beer permit was|
takeN up last July after beer in-
spectors saw sales made to min-
ors by a carhop.

Allen said the board plans to do|
sotte Lveatigating snd will fecide|
the case in a wesk or two, Letters
were filed from State Rep. Arthur
Goodman, Asst. Police Chief John
S. Hord, and a dozen others in|
support of Kontes, who said he
has been losing 83,000 worth off
business a menth eince his permit
was a

Evening Prayer

Animal Day In Upper House

By HAL COOPER x

LONDON (® — The House of Lords has
come to grips with one of the burning ques
tions of our time — Is a cow elephant wholly
happ\ riding in a jalopy in a feathered head

ress?

Somewhere along the line four sea lions
got into the act (teotling “The Eton Boating
Song” on_automobile horns); a number of
bears sped around on oversized bicycles, and
the late Joseph Goebbels took a brief bow as
an lmmn] lover.

the end, the lssue was in doubt. But
for That s waih ishop of Norwich
once patted a full gro\m mm on the head and
got his arm back, complete with a hand and
five mebl‘t
REAL CRAZY

l—nv a day in the Lords, man, it was real

erazy.

n all the rearing and gnas! hm..

© God, help us not to trust | of ¢ was -"WJH”\! Lord

in anything that we ourselves | peer m(h 1ci\ nrm in his iommwmn .\‘n
| ‘done, but to put i | duml b olgi strongly suspects that

bave done. but fo put all our | b heEs NI P erue

I}:u J“U“ b ':“" Saviour, | meth and he wagted 2 government inves-

oyt o 2 VIOME: | tigation -

Empty our hearts of all ‘:“‘ e pa H.‘:J ly objected to making bears

we consider our own, that | rige -10-foot bicycles or dressing an

Thou mayest fill them with N('[lham up T et plumes and eramming

THy salvation. In His name. er into the driver's seat of a small car. Said

Amen, Strabolg:

“These acts are degrading—not only de-
grading, but cruel as well, particularly the
act where a lion or tiger is made to jum
through a flaming hoop. It seems a most re-
pugnant way to treat a noble animal, particus
larly one such as a lmn which is the symbol
of our great country.

Strabolgi said one French trainer was so
mean to_his lions and tigers that he shocked
Dr. Goebbels, who told the manager of the
Berlin Wintergarten, “He's too brutal with his
animals.”™

Dr. P, M, Herbert, the Bishop of Norwich,
said he had personal reason to doubt that
such Ihmﬂs happen in Britain

1. he mf “was once photnzraphed mm
my et gl bkl i e
imagine that this amazingly docile tmlnro
had ever been subjected to cruelty. He was
Just like an overgrown dég.

Lord Dowding muldm see what all the
fuss was about. Afte he remarked, the
Brm:h penp'e hunt lu\er “and course rabbits

[m,nmv was defeated, 18-12,
but not before an old Wykehamist named Lord
Mancroft gotin & sly dig at Eton. Old Wyke-

hamist is a nickname for gradvate of rival
Winchester College, and Mancroft confessed:
‘I once derived a certain quiet pleasure
from watching four sea lions learning to play
“The Eton Boating Song’ on motor horns,”




