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Convict Labor: Sunlight In The Maze

HERE was, in the governor'’s manner

and phrasing, just the suggestion of
triumph.

Luther Hodges told assembled report-

erence that

sunlight”

through the maze of uncertainty over sep-

aration of prisons from the State Highe

way and Public Works Commission

“I think we are going to be able to
do something,” he said confidently. Then,
almost as a footnote, the governor added
that there are mow “great possibilities”
that work can be found for North Caro-
lina's prisoners other than road building,

The remarks cut to the heart of the
em. It is not solely a question of
an example of pyramiding

eaucracy within state government. It
is simply the mass use of prison
labor in highway construction is inef:

1 costly and has limited value

ilitating inmates for useful lives
after they are returned {o society
Gov. Hodges' indication that long-

awaited estimates of the employment
potential of prisoners on state farms and
in prison industries are forthcoming is
encouraging, to say the least. For his
part in prodding Tar Heel politicians into
a kind of grudging awareness of the
problem, the governor deserves consider-
able praise

North Carolinians have no reason to
be proud of the state’s lack of progress
in this field. In that it vests the entire
responsibility for the operation and fin-
ancial support of the prison system in
the highway commission, North Carolina
is unique. No other state is plagued with
such antediluvian backwardness.

Consider the economic side of the
question. Maintenance work to which
prisoners can be assigned is limited. So
are the skills of convicts. Modern road-

work has become mechanized. Most of
it is dome by machinery. Because of
security requirements and lack of

ability on the part of many convicts
hired labor is considered best

An out-of-state engineering firm which
surveyed the problem in North Carolina

last year noted

As fo the efficiency of prisoners com-
pared to hired labor, the general consen-
sus of opinion was that the hired laborer
could out-produce a prisoner by 100 to
150 per cent . .

. very often so many prisoners must
be kept busy that they hegin to get into
one another’s way. It was also determined,
both from the division engineers and
from actual observation, that replace-
ment of prisoners by mechamzea equip-
ment is not only possible but desirable .

On a pure economic basis, a major
portion of the funds expended on prison
activities is serving mo useful purpose,
directly or indirectly, and must be con-
sidered a diversion of highway-user rev-
enue.

As for the humanitarian side of the
question, it should be pointed out that
there is an acute problem in developing
programs which will eliminate objection
able idleness in prison industries. Each
year, thousands of prisoners are being
released to society. They cannot be ex-
pected to go from a prison cell to un-
familiar employment without the benefit
of some conditioning process.

To a large extent, North Carolina
depends on its road camps to provide
this conditioning. But too many men are
herded into these camps. Road work may
benefit some but mot all — not by a
long shot. Many need more complex
forms of rehabilitation. They need activ-
fties that will be more likely to improve
their minds and attitudes. Some need to
be taught new skills which will be useful
to them upon release. This is the social
territory North Carolina must pioneer in.

The opportunities are many and varied
—in manufacturing, in agriculture, in
the reforestation of state - owned land,
in many other fields

North Carolina can and must meet the
challenge. As soon as the appropriate
data is available, we urge Gov. Hodges
to submit a defailed plan to the 1957
General Assembly — both as to separa-
tion of prisons from the highway com-
mission and the establishment of a new
and improved program of prisoner re-
habilitation.

Packaging Culture For The Provinces

HE concept of a National Theater has

received lavish lip service for years
but U, caplains of culture have made
woefully little progress toward the com-
mendable goals staked out in July 1935.
We are referring specifically to the
preamble of Senate Bill 2642 which
granted a federal charter to the National
Theater and Academy., ANTA was de-
fined as:

A people’s project organized and con-
ducted in their interests, free from com
mercialism, but with the firm intent of
being, as far as possible, self-supporting
A National Theater should bring to the
peaple throughout the country their
heritage of the great drama of the past
and the best of the present, which has
been too frequently unavailable to them
under existing circumstances.

The depression, troublesome world con-
ditons and war sapped ANTA's early
r. Its revival in 1946 ushered in new
waves of optimism but Executive Director
Willard Swire lamented two years ago
that the group was "no nearer to the con-
cept called for in the charter than it
was when that charter was granted.”

It was disappointing.

But an obscure news report out of
Chapel Hill this week sounded a happier
note. It contained, in addition, a promise
of significant progress,

A plan to “bring the theater back to
the country” is being initiated by ANTA
leaders—including Samuel Selden, chair-

man of the University of North Carolina
Dramatic Arts Department and a mem-

ber of ANTA's board of directors. Mr.
Selden reported that a 40-theater cir-
cuit is under discussion. Dramatic centers
in four regions of the United States
would be established. Plays would be
produced simultaneously in these four
areas and then tour 10 cities in each of
the areas,

“The regional play-groups will do their
own producing,” Mr. Selden, “and
we hope that they will take the initiative
in play pmdumrm under advisors from
New York.”

‘The plan deserves encouragement. The
provinces deserve good theater fully as
s New York and other huge
metropolitan areas. The Little Theater
movement has done much to satisfy this
need but the cultural void is too large.
Little theaters also have a habit of con-

fining their efforls to lightweight pro-
ductions—high in commercial value but
low in artistic value.

The National Theater, on the other

hand, has a responsibility for the educa-
tional and cultural growth of the people.
It can and should help mold a great dra-
matic heritage in America.

Charlotte is fortunate in having an
unusually imaginative and successful
little theater—many cuts above the
norm. It also can boast of a group like
the Mint Museum's Drama Guild, dedi-
cated to artier and slightly cozier pro-
ductions. But Charlotte deserves, would
welcome and, we hope, would support,
one of ANTA's touring play-groups.

Teeters On A Middle Eastern Brink

if ERICANS and edgy, war - weary
4\ millions abroad have a right to
expect a bit more prudence and common
gumption from the U. S. Dept. of Stafe
than was exhibited in the unfortunate
blunder involving a shipment of tanks
to Saudi Arabia,

That the plan was hastily called off
fs only a little reassuring. The State
Depariment apparently had every inten

tion of going through with the deal
but the White House wisely interve
Considering the extremely

st of affairs in the Middle East it is
beyond anyone’s comprehension how U.S
diplomats could suffer such a dangerous
mental lapse. Sending arms into Sau

Arabia for o reason is unthinkable at
this time

Relations between Israel and the Arab
stales have been strained for months.
The Middle Fast today is a virtual powder

keg. Preservation of peace in the area

om_The Chattanooga Times

was one of the reasons for British Prime

Minister Anthony Eden's recent visit to
the United States .
Furthermore, in stalling Israel's request

fo buy $50 million worth of US. arms
for several months, the State Department
has told the world that it wanted to avoid
an arms race in the Middle East. The sale
of Communist arms to Fgypt was viewed

with official alarm in Washington. It was
charged that the transaction tended to
upset the power balance in that troubled
area

Had the shipment gone through, the
Soviet’s would have had a perfect excuse
0 pipe more military aid to Arab armies

sra frontiers.

The most charitable explanation of the
plan was that it was the result of lower
echelon stupidity. Where such highly com-

bustible troublespots are involved, there
should be better coordination and more
enlightened leadership.
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“ .. And, if elected, ladies and gentlemen, I promise to help the farmer, cut taxes,
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Lunch Program Jeopardized

Race: The Widening Breach

WASHINGTON
TH widening breach over in-
tegration of the races in the
publie schools is now seen to
threaten not only the proposed
federal school construction bill
but many current programs under
which much-needed aid goes to
the states,
HALT FUNCTIONS

1t can extend so far as fo halt
many functions of government
considered essential to the na-
tion’s welfare.

With the growing bitterness fos-
tered by extremists on both sides,
there is falk of legislative action
to prevent funds for current
grant-in-aid programs going to
the five southern states refusing
to comply with the Supreme
Court’s order. This could mean a
stop to the aid to vocational edu-
cation, the school lunch program
and the federally-supported hospi-
tal construction program.

NEW HOSTILITY

Pushed even further ex-
tremes, the ever increasing hos-
tility could block federal support
for highway construction. After
all, in the South segregated buses
run on the highways and on con-
struction jobs there is racial dis-
crimination.

The gravity of what can hap-
pen should serve as a warning to
politicans who would exploit this
issue for their own political pur-

poses
RACE AGAINST RACE

The Republicans can put the
Democrats on the spot but at the
same time they can help to set
race against race and region
against region in an atmosphere
that has begun to generate some-
thing like the hatreds that led to
the terrible tragedy of Civil War
a century ago

Vice President Richard M. Nix-
on and Gov. Averell Harriman
may serve their own political
ends by their recent use of the
school-race issue, but they do the
country a deep disservice by bring.
ing it up at this time.

Rep. Adam Clayton Powell Jr,
(D-NY) who is pressing his
amendment to the school con-
struction bill, which would deny
funds to school districts that fail
to initiate integration, suggests
that it may be necessary to take
similar action with current aid

he points out, the
five southern states that set their
state rights above federal author-
ity on this issue get about §75.
000,000 a year in grants in aid
for education and hospital con
struction. This is more than the

estimated $68,000,000 a year they
would

et under the school con-
jon hill

while Powell has not made
a final decision, he may feel

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
ing it stunned
but so secret only the risk. Yet

N testimony so elect
congressmen,

bare details can be told, missiles expert

By MARQUIS CHILDS

compelled to offer prohibiting
amendments to appropriations for
these purposes

The political pattern of re-
sponse o the Powell amendment
has been set by the Republican
leaders in the House. Reps. .Jo-
seph W. Martin Jr, of Massa-
chusetts, and Charles Halleck, of
Indiana, declared for the amend-
ment to the school construction
bill. Having taken this stand,
they could hardly, in all logic,
refuse to follow Powell if he de-
cides to try to stop current funds
going to states practicing segre-
gation,
EASY our

That is the easy political out.
The southerners led by such vio-
lent extremists as Sen. James 0.
Eastland, of Mis: ppi, respond
with a filibuster and the legisla-
tion is killed.

But a compromise solution can

EISENHOWER
A Reply Delayed

be found if there is any real de-
sire to get federal help in build-
ing desperately-needed schools. A
proposal has been put forward by
Rep. Stewart L. Udall, (D-Ariz}
which, he says, he will reintro-
duce on the floor when the Pow-
ell amendment is brought up.

The Udall amendment provides
that part of the money voted for
school construction be earmarked
for direct aid to areas where the
problem of integration is espe-
cially costly and difficult because
of a large Negro population and
where integration has been ini-
tiated.

SUBSTANDARD

It recognizes that most Negro
schools have been substandard
and that, to raise or even main-
tain the level of education under
integration, funds must be spent
for new classrooms.

Under the Udall proposal, this
would be done by amending
Public Law 815 which hﬂ! served
to cushion the efiect in “defense
impact” areas where huge gov-
ernment installations put a heavy

and uninvited burden on local
facilities,

This middle-ground solution
contains no prohibition against

federal funds going to districts
that refuse to integrate. But le-
gal action could be taken to chal-
lenge the right of the government
to send federal money into areas
that deny the jurisdiction of the
integration order. The courts then
could pass on the quuunn
PROHIBITION

The Eisenhower administration
has held that it does not have
the power to withhold funds with-
out either a ruling by the courts
or a specific prohibition written
into the law as is proposed under
the Powell amendment,

Powell, in a telegram to Presi.
Eisenhower, has suggested
that if the President will guaran-
tee in advance of consideration of
the school construction bill that
no school aid funds would go to
segregated areas, then the Pow-
ell amendment might be unneces-
sary. Such a guarantee would
take the Democrats off the politi-
cal hook. The White House has
indicated it will wait a long time
before responding to the Powell
wire

The political battle lines in this
explosive issue are clear enough
At the end of the road is a fright-
ening kind of showdown that can
only mean more hatred and vio-
lence and a reversal of the vrog:
ress achieved in recent years

What is not clear, perhaps be:
catise it has received so little
consideration either in or out of
Congress, is the coeurse of a rea-
sonable compromise which should
draw the support of all men of
good will,

People’s Platform

Is Education Goal
Of Autherine Lucy?

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
LE nadmg the  various
newspaper accounts over
the controversial issue of wheth-
er Autherine Lucy should be per-
mitted to go to school at the Uni-
versity of Alabama, one feels
quite keenly that her enroliment
seems to be for an altogether dif-
ferent purpose than that of learn-

ing

If she sincerely desires to go to
college then why over a period of
over three and one-half years
didn't she seek an open door to
education, Tuskegee Institute, for
example, rather than battering on
a closed door. Certainly she could
get a better education by being a
living part of the masses rather
than with those who would resent
her presence.

STRONG ELEMENT

Love is said to be and has been
proved the strongest element on
earth, even stronger than that of
loaded weapons. Any human be-
ing seriously interested in getting
a higher degree of knowledge
would most assuredly need friend-
ship and love from her fellow
students. In placing hersell where
Autherine Lucy is today, she has
more or less applied the principle
of leper among healthy people
Can Gov. Folsom or anyone else
recognize such as a desire for
education?

I Autherine Lucy had a case,
were she fighting for the love of
man, then we, the people of the
South, would lend our hearts and

. MEAL
Patrick Henry, one of our past
great men, once said, “Give me
bberty or give me death!” His
entire speech at the time would
serve a good mental meal for our
final law-making body, the Su-
preme Court. We are a free peo-
;vle believing in the natural proe-
ess laws of both God and man.
As our highest legal intelligence
group, I don't believe the Su:
preme Court can champion such
a cause
1 quite firmly believe that God
helps those who help themselves
NAACP boasts of having

quite a few colored schools in
Alabama. Are members of her
own race not fit to help her at-
tain a college education? If they
refuse, alongside her, to endorse
her own color as her teachérs,
isn't this an indirect method of
recognizing “white supremacy?"
Like any other intelligent in-
dividual, my heart and my mind
£ay in unison, she nrlual]y doesn’t
want to go to colleg

LLI\ DEESE
What's The Proof
Against Equality?

Charlotte

itors, The News

S AN answer to letters print
ed on the editorial page of
your paper which were written hy
a Mr. Connelly and a Mr. Fraiser
on the subject of integration,
disagree with their opinions.

Mr. Connelly asked the ques-
tion—what will be gained by in-
tegration? Maybe integration will

of no advantage to him per-
sonally, but what disadvantage
will it bring? He also made the
proposition that those who are dis-
satisfied in a particular environ.
ment move to one where they can
be satisfied. 1 do not deny this

Heroic Determination

rocedure as being & frue one,
Eul maybe it would be advan-
tageous for those who -are op-
posed to integration to do just
that.

FACILITIES
Mr. Connelly also stated that
the Negro should be satisfied
with what he has. No doubt he
would be if he had access to or
even equal facilities comparable
to_those of the majorit
It is not the desire of the Ne-
gro to associate with the white
man, but he is interested in ha
ing access to the things which
helps to maintain and to have
Jobs which he is just as capable
o hnlding as any other person,
0 Mr. Frasier, I propose that
he mmk about what he wrote, My
question is—just who gave
permission to say that man ns
not created equal? From what
source did he get such informa-
tion, and how did he arrive at
such a conclusion® Frankly, I
think his is just a result of un-
sound rationalization resulting in
a form of compensatory scape-

goating.
~WALTER J. HILL

Voters To Remember

Scott’s Gas Stand

Charlotte

Editors, The News
Tllrl poor boy operators, they
need a few million to keep
the congressmen in office, who
cut the check rein so they could
run wild in rates the users of gas
from the western wells, who re.
.mm the support of Senator

" You who receive your gas bilk
later on can remember the day
when you eased your ballot in
the box for Mr. Scott, who you
had expected support from in the
way of laws. No doubt Mr,
Scott will hear of this vote on the
gas bill when he comes up for
another season in the U. §. Sen-
ate, His gasoline bonds of two
hundred million to build new roads
1o the many who were in the mud.
I would say some of that bill is
still due, but your gas and heat-
g bills will continue to come
higher as the boy's funds run
down for political protection. They
will continue to work to keep their
support in Congress, but you later
on get your bumps as you ride
over the highways and byways,
where the Scott tissue was used
to cover up the mud to the many
homes who voted to send Mr,
Scott to Raleigh and Washington.

What will be the next stinger?

—8. C. VAUGHN

The One Way Out
Of Alcohol's Grip

Charlotte

Editors. The N
LCOHOLICS TM'\\‘ 1am think
“Ling of some of the pitiful peo
ple on earth and of the awful
discase that has them in iis grasy
It is like smoking You sta
smoking and you can’t wait vatil
you can get to another cigarette
They hunt something o try to
stop the habit of drinking, and
they don't go to the right place.
If an alcoholic really wants to
stop drinking there is only one
from whom you can get relief,
That is to fall on your knees and
beg God to take your thirst
away and make you a new man
or woman. That is the only hope.
—MRS, MAYME BARGER

America’s Love Of Protocol

By PETER QUENNELL
In ‘America Unvisited'

FURTHER (American) trait

by which T have frequently
been impressed is American love
of protocol. Coexistent with a
natural extremism is an instinct-
ive respect for convention, which
operates even at moments when,
in a great many Furopean so-
cieties, some of the stricter con
ventions are generally thrown
overboard. Protocol is maintained
in the pursuit of pleasure itself;
and any European who has
involved by good-natured trans-
Atlantic hosts in a typical Amer.
ican *'good time" may have felt
that he was attending a solemn
tite with its ewn ceremonies and
regulations, consecrated by tradi
tional usage. The rules of the
game must be rigidly adhered to.
Sa much alcohol must perforce be
econsumed, such and.such a state
of exhilaration or disintegration

must be achieved toward the end
of the evening

This was particularly evident
during the war. Both allies found
a good deal of relaxation neces-
sary if they were to withstand the
gloom of wartime restrictions and
the horror and boredom of air
raids: but the methods and relaxa-
tion they adopted proved in many
ways completely different. The
English pursued their pleasures
cagerly, but also with a certain
casualness: their American friends
were apt to st forth with a look
of heroic determination. Conviv-
iality was in the air. But, while

e lish, if they got drunk, did
so more or less by accident, the
Americans would begin by an-
nouncing their plans for “going
out and getting plastered.” The
result, admittedly, was often much
the same. It was the initial ap-
proach to the business of relaxa-
tion that appeared to set the races
apart,

Missile Man’s Report Stuns Congress

speed of our plenes and missiles, he said
—if we are willing to take the financial
for economy reasons, the De-
fense Department’s civilian command has

The Air Forea would need $3 to sl bil
lion more than has been budgel
cal year 1957, he estimated. He |-r"rrl an
increase of $316,000,000 in the research

tration,

Gardner, himself a Republican, was hit
fis. by a few hostile questions from Repun-
licans attempting to defend the adminis.

Trevor Gardner charged that the Defense
Department has failed to follow up vital
scientific discoveries that could revolu
tionize air warfare. He warned fervently
that the Russians may be pursuing these
scientific concepts, thus gaining a mili-
tary advantage that could spell disaster
for the United States.

Frank Talk

Gardner has just resigned as assistant
Air Force secretary in protest against
the lagging research program. He was
promptly summoned behind closed doors

by the House Military Appropriations
Subcommiitee to explain his stand. For
he talked frankly about

ts that are helding

confli

tary T h. Here are high
hat can be safely

lights told:
Promise

1. Gardner revealed we have broken
through the scientific barrier on new

ulsion (deas and acrodynimic con
et hold a “tremendous promise.
These could boost the raage, siliude and

refused to go ahead
2. He charged bluntly that our mili-
tary planners “are underestimating the
Russians.” Intelligence reports from be:
hind the Iron Curtain, he claimed, indi-
cate that Soviet scientists are progressing
faster on atomic and guided-missile re
search than we had credited them.

Dollars First

3. He warned that our defenses against
enemy attack have been crippled for econ-
omy's sake. The minimum mneeds, out-
lined in the famous Killiam report, can
not be met under the present Air Force
budget, he charged.

4. Gardner objected vigorously to the
Defense Department's priority  system,
which puts equal emphasis on’ the inter.
continental ballistics missile and the m:
dium-range guided-missile. He warned
this might mean the Russians get the
ICBM first.

Dungevous Cut
He charged that the total Air For
hwi;el had been dangerously Y

budget for 1957.

Gardner insisted there was nothing per-
sonal in his charges. He still counted Sec-
retary of Defense and Secretary of the
Air Force Donald Quarles his friends.
But he took sharp issue with their judg-
ment. They believe in an orderly, step-by:
step research program, he said, whereas
he believes in following up scien
break-throughs with an all-out effor

Precious Asset

Gardner charged that Wilson's ap-
proach “takes a lot longer and may even-
tually cost more money.” He warned that
the research and development program,
affecting the security of the country,
ean't be rum “the way you build automo.
biles.”

“Our most precious asset is time,"
Gardner deelared. “1 can very well be
wrong about the need for more research
and development, but 1 don’t thnk I am
On the other hand, they (Wiison and
Quarles) could be wrong. T would rather
see me proven wrong than see them
proven wrong, because there is no prize
for second place.”

“Tht Joint Chiefs of Staff told us lhrv
were safisfied with the defense budgs!
rasped Congressman Errett Scrivner, Ko
sas Republican.

Gardner waved a secret document
which he had sent to Secretary Quarles,
requesting more money for research and
development.

“General Twining (the Air Force chief)
was one of the endorsers of this docu-
ment,” Gardner retorted. “He is the only
member of the Joint Chuh of Staff I
am concerned about.”

Bookkeeping

Scrivner then pointed out that the past
record showed more money had been ear-
marked for research and development
progressively each year.

“If you read the fiscal reports, it looks
as if research and development funds
have been going up each year,” Gardner
agreed. “But what happened was a ma-
jor change in bookkeeping. Actually, we
received less money last year than the
year before. And this year we received
less than last year,”




