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Charlotte, Catfish And Country Clubs

W,’HEN was the last time you thought
of Charlotte as a southern city? The
question was posed without answer by a
South Carolina newspaper columnist the
other day as innocently, we judge, as
a boll weevil crawling on a square on a
damp day.

It raises a corollary question. What
determines the southern quality of 2
city?

“Geography? Charlotte lies northward
from Montgomery, but from Richmond
the road leads south. And its clay will
compete in redness with any found
around palmetto roots.

Economy? Cotton's the base of it here.
Charlotte buys it, stores it, manufactures
and ships it

Politics? Charlotte liked Ike. So did
James F. Byrnes.

Mores” Charlotte has a sufficient
ply of blue laws, probably more than
scaloosa, Ala., or Macon, Ga
Tempo? As lazy as a man likes it, de-
pending on what he wants to get done.
Most Charlotteans seem to want to get
a great deal donme, but then J. E. B
Stuart wasn't exactly a foot-dragger him-
self.

Food? Stores sell more collards than
Cornish hens. Also offered: Cracklin's,
brains, liver puddin’, souse meat, pig
feet, mullet fish and water ground meal
In season, cruwder peas and cornfield

beans, Catfish, 1oo.

Religion? Protestant mostly.
churches are full of them.

Recreation? The usual southern
things, ranging from creek fishing to
country clubbing in tie and tails. Perhaps
Charlotte has sinned by watching ice
hockey, but the organist played Dixie
while the fans cheered Yankee players.
1f the deed was wrong, the tune was
right.

Fashions? For summer, plenty of seer-
sucker and organdy. Also panama hats.
In winter, wool hats, like they wear in
Georgia and Saluda, S. C. Charlotte does
have Montaldo's but Houston, Texas, has
Nieman-Marcus. And even Montaldo's
sells cotfons.

Population? A southern mixture —
Scotch, Irish, Jew, Negro, German —
with a Yankee yeast welcomed in tradi-
tional southern hospitality.

Housing? Admittedly, the city's get-
ting short of shanties. But the southern
exposure is wonderful in the thousands
of contemporary dwellings going up.

Charlotte qualifies as a southern city
on any of those factors, but we haven't
mentioned the nature of its citizens. How
southern do they feel?

Enough, we think, to get hopping mad
at any side-winding implication that their
town is something other than a southern
city.

The

Getting The Backfires Out Of ABC

OV. Hodges has decided to take some

of the backfires out of the admin-
istrative machinery of the State ABC
Board.

The shop work is needed. That has
been obvious ce the board blindly
fired one of its best inspectors on a
trumped-up charge, only to reinstate him
a few days later with apology

On the heels of another firing there
were charges that Board Chairman Tom
Allen and some of his staff members
had accepted favors from liquor com-
panies. Mr. Allen denied it, but admitted
a liquor firm had paid expenses of him-
self and a staff member on a two-day
business trip to New York

There has been no proof of dishonesty
on the board. We don’t believe Gov.
Hodges would countenance that for a
moment. Besides, board members are
men of solid reputation.

But the mistaken firing and the ex-
pense-paid business trip are ample evi
dence that the ABC board lacks full
comprehension of fundamental practices
required to discharge properly the duties
of a public office.

The board, the governor said, has
been muddling along with “no clear-cut
policy” and has often “dealt in personal-
ities” in handling its affairs

He means to correct that. He has
sent the board an outline of a suggested
policy to guide it in dealing with the
beverage industry and the public. Speci-
fically, it would lay down rules on favors
and gratuities.

Of all state agencies the ABC board
ought to be above suspicion. The gover-
nor knows that, and he is doing some-
thing about it with commendable forth-
rightness.

Charlotte’s Red Peril: Congress Is Late

ROM all the journalistic clatter about

@ subcommittee of the House Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities com-
ing to Charlotte, some unsuspecting man
from Mars might get the impression that
the Red Peril is hovering just overhead

It isn't.

As a matter of fact, Charlotte hasn't
had a Red Peril worth mentioning in
27 years — the last being the rumpus
of 1929 when Fred Beal's Communist-
controlled National Textile Workers
Union muscled into the Gastonia strike

The action was just mext door but
Charlotte could properly be described
as an active spectator at the time. This
was the staging area for the Red brawn-
ies who were rushed to the scene and
this was the setting for the remarkable
trial that followed the slaying of Gas-
tonia Police Chief 0. F. Aderholt.

Beal was sentenced to 17 years for
conspiracy but jumped bail and fled to
Russia. He returned four years later
thoroughly disillusioned, served four
years, was paroled and spent the rest
of  his life preaching against commu-
nism
In November 1854, he died of a heart
ck >

Communists didn't touch off the labor
dispute in Gastonia but, when it ex-
ploded, they rushed in to take charge.
Before the gun smoke had drifted away
more than a little blood had been shed.
Chief Aderholt was slain during an at-
tack on the strikers' tent city. A woman
was killed when gunmen in a speeding
ar fired into the truck in which she
was riding. There were other casualties

n hoth sides—same equally as grim

From The Nashville T,

These outbreaks produced sudden
fear in Charlotte and across the state.

The late W. J. Cash, a former editorial-
ist for THE News, wrote later:

Rebellion—1 heard the word in North
Carolina at the time from the mouths of
all sorls of people, ranging down from the
most powerful political personages of the
state to farmers and clerks and little
en. And what was plainly con-
it was the idea of rebellion both
against the State (in the generic use of
the term) and against all social erder.

Communism had become a Tar Heel
nightmare. When a powerful North Caro-
lina newspaper editorialized that, since
Communists wanted to destroy the exist-
ing government they were not entitled
to protection under its laws, a mob of
masked men raided the hut in which
Gastonia strikers and their Red leaders
maintained a headquarters and destroyed
it. It was for the calmer voices of men
like President Harry Woodburn Chase
of the University of North Carolina and
President William Louis Poteat of Wake
Forest College to insist that strikers'
civil liberties be respected

The strike failed. of course. It wes
doomed when the Reds stormed in to
take over The AFL hastened upon the
stage — but too late — and for years
labor unions plus strikers equaled Com-
munists in many a southerner's mind.

Communists® Charlotte had its heady
dose. Today's Reds — a singularly weepy,
ineffectual crew — are pale hy compa
son. They may pound the table militantly
when the subcommittee is rapped to
order here. But that will be all. The con-
gressmen, 27 years too late, missed the
main event

IN DEFENSE OF THE CANE

'HERE can be no question about it
that once - popular accessory, the
cane, or walking stick, has just about
gone the way of the blunderbuss. Since,
however, a noted orthopedic surgeon has
called for “propaganda to counteract this
prejudice” which he holds responsible
for the change. it would be unfeeling not
to lend a hand
The medical argument in itself is
potent, since it is pointed out that m:
with physical infirmities need a cane by
refuse fo use one because today’s public
looks upon it as a sign of deterioration
But beyond that, what has happened fo
change the walking stick from an asset to
a liability, and all in 2 generition or two?
Relatively speaking, it Has not been
long since this instrument, or whatever
it may be termed, was both dapper and
fashionable. Young bloods sported a
‘stick” on oc ong for effect as well a
utility. The ha ailed wh
went out “for a walk,
to do no more.

L]

If we had to guess, blame for the
altered attitude could be blamed on the
automobile which has been a discourage-
ment 1o leisurely art of strolling,
Orthopedic aspects of the matter we
leave to experts but the thought that
any stigma is attached to cane-carrying
is one to be combatted

Cane models do not change like those
of automobiles, and chances are that the
ones freasured by grandfather still will
have their attractions if given half a try.
Gold-head or Black Thorn, it matters not.
An unprejudiced trial might be educa-
tional and revealing.

Father is never too old to learn, and
or too young to think
teach him.—Burorn (Ga.)
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People’s
Platform

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
§ A newcomer to the South,
1 am horrified at the atten-
tion that segregation gets among
southerners. 1 realize that it is
an important problem, But why
is it that everywhere you go it
is segregation, segregation, seg-
regation?

It wouldn't be so bad if the
people doing all of the talking
knew what they were talking
about. There are facts, you know,
But most of the people 1 have
encountered insist on dealing with
the problem entirely in terms of

rejudice. 1 don't mean just the
segregationists either. The infe-
grationists are just as bad. Both
sides have done so much talking
(shouting mostly) that each has
lost the ability to deal with the
problem objectively and unemo-
tionally.

What we need most is a lit-
tle less talking and a little more
thinking.

Maybe if everybody would stop
babbling for a moment the prob-
lem wou'd work itself out.

THOMAS BRADY

For The 'Jeerers,’
A Pointed Question

Charlotte

Editors, The News
HAVE read news reports and
letters in the two Charlotte pa-
pers written by individuals jeer-
ing at the segregationists for the
small turn out of people on two
different occasions. Now what [
would like to know is, how many
“scalawags” and “carpetbaggers”
would show up for an integration

rally?

~BILL JOHNSON

Pleas For Moderation
"Weak & Nonchalant’

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
N YOUR editorial of Jan. 28,

meet the challenge of the court's
decision on integration. Excellent!
Clearly, you regard interposition
as a dishonorable means.

You, along with the rest of what
was thought to be in the begin-
ning a “sympathetic” southern
press, have had nearly two years
to come forward with one or more
“honorable means” for meeting
the challenge of the court’s deci-
sion. Indeed several, but not near-
ly enough, great southern news-
papers have solidly supported our
people from the beginning, and
have not been asleep concerning
the matter of solutions, It should
be ohvious, however, that The

News particularly Fas concen-
trated almost altogether on the
negative, her than the positive

aspects of “meeting the chal-
lenge.”

I mean to say that (1) you have
strongly disparaged the idea of
abolishing public schools as a pos-
sible solution, (2) you seemed but
“Jukewarm”  (perhaps an exag-
gerated description) to Gov,
Hodges' idea of voluntary segrega-
tion, (3) you have scorned the
federal doctrine of interposition to
a degree far beneath its proper
dignity and place in the history of

v, and (4) you have, of

you write with

r, knowledge and con-

en it comes to lam-

basting what vou regard as “dis-
honorable mea for meeting the

challenge of the court's decision.
L am under the impression that
1 have read carefully all of your
editorials on 1his ieial subject

1t is my recollzction that you have
plainly and ropeatedly stated that
the court’s decision” heralded a

new era in southern human rela-
tions: that the decision is the new
law of the land; that we the peo-
ple have no honorable recourse
hut to obey that decision: that to
evade compliance is alien to con-
stitutional government, and fur-
thermore, is un-American
Now. it's high time The Ch
lotte News level completely with
the pe who sustain if, and
whom it purports to serve! Twn
editorial double talk an
ue is quite enough!

h , vou state
that you place vourselves “among
those many southerners who were
disappointed  with the Supreme
Court’s decision.”” You have also
said in a previous editorial (again
it an impotent and unimpressive
manner, it seemed to me), that
the time honored and historic
“separale but equal” doctrine
“seemed well rooted in law and
logie.”

sly yvou can demon-
the doubt of any
nable person that you are
T with the people’s majority
in this fight. For example, you
might sympathize much
than you have done with
principles embodied in our cause,

“To hlazes with social amenities—let's discuss segregation!”

and take to task those ballyhooed
by the forces arrayed against us.
This, I charge, you bave not done
to any degree worth mentioning,
and none can attest to that fact
more than i group
against us, They have literally
“neutralized” you, Mr. Editor —
and from their point of view
{hat’s ahout as dandy as having
you in their camp as an outspo-
ken ally.

I challenge you to meet the acid
test of vour Stated belief in the
southern people, and your al-
legiance to them in this crisis.
Come forth with positive “honora-
ble” suggestions for meeting the
challenge of the court’s decision
Only then will we be able to un-
derstand precisely what you mean
by your hopeful comment that the
challenge can be met. Beyond
doubt, we will know too that by
“meeting the challenge,” yo
not mean that we must capitulate
to the insidious forces endeavo:
ing to exterminate southern cul
ture and obliterate the Tenth

g

Amendment. Any honorable idea
at all which you believe can be
utilized to preserve an integral
part of our great heritage (seg:
regated public schools); let us
have it, please! We'll try it, and if
it works, a grateful people and
their descendants will long re-
member your genius and courage.
Significant too, they will remem-
ber you as southerners who did
indeed prove by action that you
were “disappointed with the
court's decision.™

—J. R. CHERRY JR,

‘Rules Of Procedure’
Don‘t Protect Witness

Buies Creek

Editors, The News
HAVE received a subpoena
to appear hefore the House
Committee on Un-American _Ac-
tivities on March 12, in Char-
lotte. I wish to inform my {riends
and people of this state that I
shall reveal before this commit-

tee neither my own political be-
liefs and associations nor those of
anyone else. Political beliefs lie
in the realm of personal convic-
tion and conscience, and no gov-
ernmental power has the right to
force a person to reveal them
against his own free-will

Wherever these commitlees
have held their hearings, the at
tempt has been made to ter-
rorize the people into giving up
their constitutional rights, to be-
come suspicious of their [riends
and neighbors, to lapse into a
“safe” silence, and to refrain
from any activity which might
displease the investigators
UNDER ATTACK

The people of this state must
not suppose that only the Commu-
nist Party, labor unions, *left

of Campbell
sponsored school. 1f our
denominational schools become
subject to the harrassments of

f

‘All Right, You Guys — Line Up’

01956 THE DATHINGTON FOST Can

Southerners Talk Too Much About Segregation

this committee, can our churches
and ministers be far behind?

Lest there should remain one
citizen in this area who still har-
bors any fllusion as to the fair-
ness of these hearings, let mae
quote from the “Rules of Proce-
dure'':

“The participation of counsel

shall be limited to advising

said witness as to his legal
rights.” (pages 3-4)

., fthe rules of evidence, in-
cluding  cross-examination, are
not applicable.”” (page 7)

“The confidential relationship
between husband and wife shall
be respected. except when a
majority of the Committee or Sub-
commitiee shall determine other-
wise." (page 7)

HYPOCRISY

Nowhere in these “Rules of
Procedure” is an accused given
the right to a bill of particulars,
to present defense witnesses, or
even to see or know who his ac-
cusers are. Can one not conclude
from this that the expressed con-
cern of these people with defend-
ing the constitution is nothing but
hypocrisy? Can any self-respect-
ing person therefore consider se-
riously “co-operating” with them?
Let it be clearly understood that
if a witness answers s¢ much as
one question germane Lo the topie
under -investigation, it ¢ be
iy that he has ‘‘waived” his
right to refuse to answer any oth-
er stions about himself or oth=
ers, Taking advantage of this
technicality, the committee has
been known to force a witness to
refuse to answer to the most fan-
tastic charges. The people must
understand, therefore, that silence
under these rules does not neces-
sarily imply guilt.

~JOHN V. MYERS

J. Foster Barnes
Left Fine Record

Durham

Editors, The News

HE enclosed editorial ap-

peared in The Durham Sun on
¥eb, 10. Mr. Barnes had so many
friends in Charlotte that 1 thought
vou might be interested in putting
it in your editorial columns
—MRS, T. D. NEWELL JR.

{Enclosure)

Durham sympathy runs deep,
joining that of the Duke Univer-
sity community, in the death of
J. Foster Barnes, director of cho-
ral music at the university. He
belonged to the city as well as
to the college.

A man who poured his vision,
his energies, his whole life int
lling, he achieved wide
n in his field  Under
direction, the Duke 1
Glee Club has
prominence, In
Mrs. Barnes,
Duke choir to its present er
ence and excellence,

Smiling. graclous
Foster Barnes won er
wherever he walked and he was
especially helpful to Durham

ranging and providing music for
its public evenis and ente
wholeheartedly into the

of its civic clubs.

aracter, of great

e ut
nd a record of
constructive service to his uni-
versity, to his state and to the
ideals of his nation

Hospital Accountants
Express Appreciation
Raleigh

Editors, The News
N BEHALF of the directors,
officers and members of the

North Carolina Chapter of the

American Association of Hospital

Accountants, 1 wish to take this

opportunity to thank you and the

members of your staff for the ex-
cellent news coverage of our Win-
ter Institute meeting at the Pres-
byterian Hospital in Charlotte on

Feb.

As you may know, the North
Carolina Chapter of Hospital Ac-
countants serves as an important
medium in fostering greater un=
derstanding and closer coopera-
tion between hospitals and asso-
ciated health interes

It is our aim to cultivate har-
monious relationships  between
hospitals and hospital - minded
organizations and to promote uni-
formity and efficiency in hospital
accounting providging worth-
while adult educationai programs.
Inasmuch as public education is
mandatory if we are to accom-
plish this aim, your fine cover-
age of our meeling provided won-
derful assistance.

We applaud your interest and
your genuine cooperation,
—0SCAR M. MARVIN JR.
Precident,

N, C, Chapler, AAHA

towreaemss Oil Millionaires Supported McCarthy

WASHINGTON
THE more you dig into the $2,500 lob-
byis

g fee given to Se

en. Case
South Dakota by Superior Oil to influ-
ence his gas bill vote, the more you can
many senafors are
sore at Case and why Lyndon Johnson and
others are so determined to confine the

understand why so

probe just to the Case case.

Joe's Junkets the Superior labbyist who handed out 52,
Digging through my files, T find that 20710 Sen. Case, o bt o
Bill Keck, head “of Superior Oil, was a ¥ OCIKe Te
g pal of Sen. Joo McCarthy an ‘“‘I e 5
rivate airplane of Superior 01 (- 1® 0bviouel viaia s
e around the couniry en vor LV 1Y trying i influcnce members o
fous junkets. On cne occasion in the COMETess without rocister
fall of 1953, the Superior Oil plane ear- | rucking Lobby
ried McCarthy all the way from Cal On the heels of on? victory for the big
fornia to New York. McCarthy, of course 1obby boys. anoth g le is ders of passen;
voted for the gas bill shaping up in th use of Representa. shift is in thé f
digging th th my files I find tives, 1 it's over the tires.
an item in the column of Jan, 2, 1954 construct , or, more

of

political money
member of Col

Finally, it's si;

“McCarthy's greafest asset foda
cash that pours in from H. R.
Texas millionaires from certain oil com-
panies in California such as Bill Keck of
Superior Oil. As a result, he has more
spend than any other
. and will parcel
out this money to various less
Republican candidates next fall.”
ificant that John Neff,

Tax Pinch

ortunate

senger cars will be soaked half a billion
dollars a year in new taxes—for 15 years!

The Fallon highway bill that was re
jected by the House last
have taxed truckers at a higher rate than

, on the grounds that it's the
that will

g an
additional $1.500,000,000 on‘o the shoul
ger-car owners. Most of the
orm of a new tax on

The American Trucking Associations’

is the over Rep. Hale Boggs' (D-La) pay-as-you
unt and go program for financing the road bill. months
If the Boges bill passes, owners of pas- to defes

the pub
rate of
a_famil

year would

Iy tear up the

has war
can Try

let the

truckers
ury Sec

lobbyists spent $33

White House aide

hower administrat

17851 in three scant
from July to September last year
at the Fallon bill. And now with

the new Boggs bill they have persuaded
one group of congressmen that the truck
perator who makes a profit from using

lic highways should pay no higher
tax than a motorist who operates
y car.

Opposition Melts
1n fact, the American Trucking Assacia-
have done so good a job in fhis gi-

lobbying campaien that there is

ition in Congress to the
plan—so far.
ek Martin, however,
ed a representative of the Amer-
icking Association that the Eisen-
will not sit by and
truck owners get off so easily.

Secretary of Commerce Weeks wants the

to pay more and so does Treas-
retary Humphrey.

Thi
team
aqait




