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The Eden Visit: Cornerstones Confer

HE Eisenhower-Eden conference in

Washington comes at a good time. The
number of world events requiring close
consultation between the  cornerstone
allies of the free world's defense system
have been piling up rapidly. And there
is an urgency in the matters before the
conferees that has not been reflected by
the press or by the pri minister’s
slow passage over the Atlantic.

For some weeks now Washington and
the rest of the country have been en-
gaged by various kinds of “brinks,” the
romance of Miss Grace Kelly, assorted
magazine articles, and political grand-
standing in the opening sessions of Con-
gress. The passing eminence of these
issues have obscured but by no means
removed the very serious international
problems engendered by the post-Geneva

policies of the Soviet Union. These are
problums complicated by traditional dif-
ferences in U. S. and British policies,
and problems about to be overshadowed
and perhaps further complicated by the
partisan oratory of a political campaign
in this country

There is, in the Middle East, the di-
lemma posed by the necessity of keeping
the peace without major offense to cither

Israelis or Arabs, and, at the same time,
blunting the economic thrust of the So-
viet into the area. The British
tended to support the Arabs, while whe
U. S. has taken a neutral tack. In the
Far East the question of trade with and
recognition of Red China has divided U.
S. and British policy makers for several
years, as has the question of what off-
shore islands are worth fighting for. In
large measure these differences are more
economic than philosophical

verall there is the question of what to
do about R a’s economlc offers in the
Middle and Far East and Latin America
and her intransigence on settlement of
European issues such as German reuni-
fication.

There must, by reason of economie and
geographical Lu(nn be continuing dif-
ferences in U nd British policy

But conferences between the heads of
government can remove minor irritations
and, of first importance, assure the sur-
vival of the basic trust and understand-
ing between the two countries that over-
rides differences on various issues. On
that trust and understanding is founded
the whole system of alliance and agree-
ments thrown up against the inroads of
Communism.
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The Disturber Of The Peace Is Dead

F H. L. MENCKEN was unloved by his

contemporaries it was because he was
unlovable. No U. S. writer, except pos-
sibly Ezra Pound, toiled so mightily at
being an irritant.

He was, suffice to say, fabulously suc-
cessful. One need only to glance over a
list of words and phrases that his public
used to describe him to appreciate the
dimensions of that success. William
Manchester, his biographer, has mnwuml
some, such as “mangy ~ duln
“weasel” “maggot,” “ghoul.”
“buzzard,” * adpnlc,“ “toad,”
“howling hyena,” ‘“bilious

buffoon,”

“British toady,” “mperBochc of German
Kultur,” *“cankerworm,” and ‘“radical
Red.”

Actually, he was called some kind of
animal, reptile or insect more than any-
thing else. St. Clair McKelway preferred
“centipede.” This was because the sage of
Baltimore, in his heyday, would “pinch
Anglo-Saxons in tender places with one
hand, smacking the plutocracy with the
other hand, and with other hands wal-
loping the American businessman, the
American woman, the politician, the
yokel, and the boob, and yet while doing
all those things with all those hands, i
he senses the reader has a toe in the door
of the kingdom of the self-satisfied, he
is able to reach over and give the toe
a bang with a tack hammer he carries in
still another hand for that purpose

But if Mencken was an irritant, he was
also a toni

His xmpnml on American life and let-
ters was powerful. A whole generation
cut its literary teeth on him and found
in his attacks—pitiless but persuasive—
an intellectual audacity that was strange-
ly invigorating. He was interested in al-
most everything, but more vehemently
than most. He attacked everything, as
well, but saved his Sunday punches for
the nincompoops, the windbags, the
stuffed shirts, the do-gooders, the hypo-
crites, the four-flushers, the quacks and
the solemn asses.

Those literary punches, outrageously
jmpudent, were something to behold
But Mencken aged like an athlete. He
was at the peak of his form in the '20’s
‘Then his reflexes went bad. By the mid-
'80’s, his grip on the imaginations of the

young had slackened. J. Donald Adams
always said that it was because many of
the battles he had fought had been won.

Not so. Not the real battles. The im-
portant foes were never really van-
quished.

We needed a Mencken in the Roaring
Twenties. But we still need one today,

The boobs and frauds have not de.
parted, The drape of their clothes is
different, their cars are faster and their
houses flatter, but behind the bland fac.
ade of respectability is the same old
boobery and the same old sham—full and
ripe and ready to be juiced

And, like an aging boxer, Mencken
weakened. He was ever impudent but
no longer omnipotent. When his literary
reputation began to decline he suffered
a physical decline as well and lapsed into
silence. He spent his later years but.
tressing an already considerable con-
tribution to the study of the American
language.

Still, Mencken was never one to he
sentimental about himself. “Bring on the
angels" he mumbled in 1948 as the doc-
tors carted him Into an oxygen fent at
Johns Hopki He had been stricken
with a cerebral thrombosis that after-
noon and was not expected to live.
Earlier he had written:

of the crying needs of the time
comparable republic is for a suit.
able burial service for the admittedly
damned . . , What is needed, and what I
bawl for politely, is a service that is free
from the pious but unsupported assevera-
tions that revolt so many of our best
minds, and yet remains happily graceful
and consolin; . . A suitable funeral for
full of lovely poetry, but devoid
of any specifie pronouncement on the sub-
ject of a future life , . . Such a libretto for
able last act would be humane
and valuable. 1 renew my suggestion that
the poets spit upon their hands and con
fect it at once.

Finally, he composed what is perhaps
a fitting epitaph

If, after T depart this vale
member me and have though
my ghost, forgive some sinner
your eye at some homely girl

It was, in many ways, reasonable
enough request from Mencken, the ir-
ritant, the tonie, tho unlovable.

you ever re-
s to please
and wink

Progress And A Short Yardstick

HO\\' 0 you mea
hat yardstick do 3
side ten years of a city's life
You count bricks and dollars and peo-
ple, almost certainly and 1 add them
up one by one, year by year. That is
what THE s has done in preparation
for today's Progress Edition, an edition
which we hope will be a source of infor-
mation and pride for Charlotte’s citizens.
But there is much about a city’s prog-
ress which cannot be set down in ordered
columns of type.

We can give you statistics on births
and deaths, but we cannot tell you about
births—of each individual child and the
hopes his parents hold for him, or deaths
—of each of the men and women who
have lived among us and given us so
much

From The $t. Louis Pos patch

We can tell you about bank clearings
but since banks do mot keep books on
od or bad usages of all the m
ses through them, we c
you that

We can count bricks, but we cannot

account for them all
We cannot chronicle such very im-
portant items of pra s as the un-

wanted child who was given a home by
adoptive parents in time for Christmas,
1047, or the two by four which was fixed
lace in 1050 by a carpenter who
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TALL SHOOTERS AND HIGH SCORERS

HA\']_\'G been troubled for some time

we are glad {f
been put on by H
Stanford star who was
until George Mikan showe
and Tilghman R. Cloud of
Hit T Missouri's
and joy.

After a look
recruit at Kans

Mr

is on scori
er point

is that all emphasis n
to the neglect of the fi
cially defensive tactic

"Hurry! Into The Life Boat Before It's Too Late’

SBORO DALY NEWS i

An Internaticnal Jugulnr Vel n

Eden Theme: Bankruptcy
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People’s Platform

Athletics Belong
To Student Body

Pittsboro
The News
h and 25th you edi-
torialized quite to my lik-
ing when you came out frankly
and called the athletic situation,

Editors,
N TH

especiall” football, at Chapel Hill
an “on - campus enterprise,” and
you might have added '‘remotely

related, if any, to the purpose
of developing 2 sound mind in a
sound body

And .hm Tatum is to be com-
mended for frankness when he
said "winning is everything."” Dis-
interested observers did not have
to be told that winning
practically the sole objective of
big-time athletlc contests. The
Orange Bowl committee is now
considering discontinuing ils ar
ment with the Seventh Con-
ference or seven-member confer
ence because Oklahoma domin-
ates the conference and can't
play in the bowl except in alter-
nate years, saying that could
not give away tickets to
a year ago when Duke and Ne
braska were pitted against each

other, which means that the fans
will not support anything but the

fopa ot champlons,

PROTEST

I am an alumnus of the
versity, Chapel Hill unit
de not approve all that is done
there now or for the last two or
three decades. I know of no
more effective way to protest
than by withholding support of
those adtivities you do not ap-
prove. I saw less than two quar-
ters of the inia - Carolina
freshman game last fall, and I
did mot go to see the game as
much as I did to see the stadium,
which I think is the prettiest in
the country. I have not seen a
basketball game since 1942,

I followed Carolina slavishly as
a student to the games in Ric
mond and Norfolk, eve
ing money to do so;
for 80 definite convictions that athletics
belong to the students and
ject to the control of the faculty
of the various institutions. I do
not know where the money comes
from with which to subsidize all
these out-of-the state athlet 1
hope none of our tax money i
used for siuch a purpose, Jim Ta-
tum may be receiving only $15,«
000, the amount stated in the con-
tract, so Bob House says, and I
am sure Bob does mot know of
any additional compensation.
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Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must
be given, but may be withheld from publication in the
discretion of (ke editors, The News reserves
the right to condense.

However, this salary, per se,
denotes inordinate pha.
on the game of football.

PARTS OF ENIGMA

And I might add that T do not
other  Desctioss
that 1 do not
il e to sup-

rt integrated public sct
but 1 certainly do not have to
grated churches and
their schools lr may e both un-

constitutional tian to
have involu tion; but
I am certain that 11 is_equally
unconstitut and unChristian
to have ntary - integration

I shall accept that portion of the
Sl e T
—~JOHN W.

HESTER

Fine Arts Coverage
Praised By Reader

Charlotte
Editors, The News
A~ an individual member of
the Oratorio

§ of
Charlotte and the Charlote Mu-
sic Club, I should like to ex-
press my deep A_nr[l‘hll”i” for
the extremely generous
ity given those two
tions during this season.
In fact, all cultural groups in
Charlotte have received umﬂ
space ever before this
of us are most grateft \
ks also for the weekly

mens
Parks, in their cooperative work
with our organizations, are great
assets to your paper,

—MRS. STUART SHAFTER
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Delinquency Down Under

Tales Of The Bodaie Boys

By ROBERT C. RUARK

SYDNEY, Australia

TI!I‘RE seems to be a world-
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