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Death In A North Carolina Prison

N December 10 a fc
O hospitt aaminis

rence ( \m' nton di
jail 19 hour:
there on a pul )
The county r\'*hlu.-n IMHH use of death
as a “certain heart attack.” No inquest
was held. The body was taken by a fu-
neral home and at that point official
concern ended. A physician who exam-
ined the body at the funeral home at the
request of Thornton's mother, however,
says death may have been caused by com.
plications resulting from an untreated
wrist fracture. In any case, the private
physician said, a post mortem examina

mer Fayetteville

tion should be performed to settle the
question. This is a matter that primarily
concerns the family of the deceased and
the people and officials of Wake County
But what happened during the 19 hours

precedir nton’s death ought
the concern of every Tar Heel citizen Re
ports in Tre Raveicr Tives indicate that
during those 19 hours Thornton's jailers
exhibited toward their prisoner a nej
gence that was cruel, if not criminal, and
brutal, if not fatal

The reports stir ugly memories of the

needless death of 18-year-old Eleanor
Rush who hound. ga d. locked in
an isolation cell of Woman's Prison and

left to struggle until she broke her own
neck. Last August there was the case of
Alex Fulp who was able to bleed slowly to
death from razor blade slashes in Cen-
tral Prison’s hospital ward, although he
had reportedly made two previous at-
tempts to do away with himself and had
been moved to the hospital ward for
closer supervision

According to a TivEs interview with a

cell-mate of Thornton—a Wake County
med Brotherton Allen who later
was acquitted of the charge on which he
was held—Thornton made a
heeded pleas for medical treatment of
broken wrist between the time he was
mitted and a few hours before he died
Once,” said Allen, “a jailer told Thorn.
ton that he would be put in a back cell
where he couldn’t be heard if he didn't
quit hollering for a doctor”

Allen's narrative of the 19 hours Thorn-
ton was in the “care” and under the re-
sponsibility of the law concludes this way

farme

dozen u

About 3 or 4 am. Saturday, Dec. 10
1 asked a failer to get a doctor for Thorn
ton. He did not answer. He just got a pris
oner and left

At five

100 1ay. thers um‘ m
The doctor came in
did not touch {he b
man stood over Thornton

Then the funeral men carried the
out.

He

'body

Was this North Carolina justice, 1955
model? It was part of (he picture. We
hope Tue Times’ reports will sink into
the conscience of the state and therehy
make it impossible for a man or woman in
the hands of the law to cry for a doctor
and have no doctor until it is too late

The reports should redouble efforts to
assure humane treatment for prisoners or
inmates of every kind of institution. If
they do not do so Thornton's agonies will
be an indelible blot on Nerth Carolina’s
reputation

Dixie's Negro: A Wasted Resource?

ROACH the “Negro problem” to any

group of southerners today and tem
pers are likely to sizzle like fatback
dropped in a hot skillet. But out of the
emotional atmosphere surrounding this
aged-in-anguish dilemma, a sobering fact
emerges: The Negro is a part, both crea-
tor and creature, of southern culture, for
whom the region is responsible as for
all other groups

Even those who despise the Negro will
admit, if reluctantly. that he is an im-
portant factor in Dixie's economy What
is not always admitted is the fact that he
will contribute more to the economic well-
being of the region as he receives better
education, better political, economic al
social opportunities.

The South, for better or for worse
inhabited by roughly 10%: million
groes. This figure represents a gigantic
manpower potential, But it is fairly ob-
vious throughout the southern states that
Negroes are not contributing what they
should to Dixie. They are not contribut
ing because full use is simply not being
made of all this human wealth

The most regrettable aspect of the sit
uation is the difficulty many intelligent
Negroes haye in securing a higher educa
tion

At the very time a great deal of public
attention has been given to the pros and
cons of racial segregation in Dixie’s pub
lic schools, a private philanthropic organ
ization has centered its attention on ways
to help talented young Negroes to get a
college edueation. The National Scholar-

ship Service and the Fund for Negro Stu
dents. sponsored by the Fund for the Ad-
vancement of Education, has undertaken
the task in an effort to make fuller use
of this important manpower potential
Its principal aims. To discover more col-
lege-qualified Negro siudents in the
South: to encourage these students to de-
velop their abilities: to provide them with
information and assistance in obtaining
college scholarships. and to furnish fi
nancial aid when needed It is known
as the Southern Project

According to Benjamin Fine. one of (he
nation's leading education writers
nization's talent search in Dixie h;
uncovered a surprising number of Ne
gro idents of college ability In two
vears some 500 students have been aided

During this relatively short period. the
project has greatly inc rcy\f‘(l the num.
ber of southern Negroes enrolled in cols
leges, increased the number of informa-
tion and testing facilities for future Ne.
gro college students and, more important
perhaps, increased professional and pub.
lic awareness of an important slice of the
nation’s hidden manpower reserve

Trained manpower is needed in (he
South and in the nation as a whole Wit}
sufficient education, Negroes can help
meet this need. Not only can they serve
their own race better but they can bene
fit the nation’s entire economic commun
ity. The aims of the Southern Project
rise above prejudice. They are, in
more akin to national and regional self
interest.

Numbers Racket A La Russe

REMLIN tub-thumping about a 10 per

cent slash” in defense spending

has a Gilbert and Sullivan touch. Like

it says in that H Prvarore duet
“Things are seldom what they seem.'

What the Soviets are really trying to
do is weave a little propaganda magic by
showing the world what peaceful natures
they have.

But the device they use is ;7
numbers game composed of sums
percentages padded with artificial values
—and plenty of budgetary nooks for hid
den expenditures

Even Finance Min Arsen
admits that comparisons with p
are misleading because of changes in the
Soviet Union's economic climate
| things considered, the West can

find small comfort indeed in percer
that scarcely mean anything at all. In
fact, the Russian numbers game reminds
us of Jack Kilpatrick's story about the
university professor who was giving a
lecture to his class

The annual capacity of the Mississip-
pi." he declared, “is six hundred million
five hundred thousand

A student raised his hand for a ques-
d million, five hundred

tion. “Six hundr
thousand e asked. “‘Gallons?
Barrels, Cubic feet?”

The professor rummaged through his
lecture notes for several minutes, {hen
shook his head

“Notes don't say,” he replied, and con

tinued with his lecture

From The Carlsbad (N. M.) Current-Argus
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But here is the payoff, man. In par
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contain only female chromosomes

Wouldn't you know it would be
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Decades Of Crisis: Ultimate Weapon Makes Its Debut
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From Salvation Army,
A Note Of Thanks
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