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Charlotte Slums: On With The Battle

fIHE verbal bouquet city councilmen

I presented James E. Ritch this week
for his direction of Charlotte’s slum
clearance program was richly deserved.
1 an extremely difficult area of govern-
ment — 100 often subject to the scorn of
property owners — Mr. Ritch has done
a remarkably good job. But a huge share
of the credit belongs to the Charlotte
Board of Realtors which sponsored the
program originally has supported it
vigorously through the years.

Probably the No. 1 human problem
across the nation today is the decaying
rot of urban housing and the needless
misery it creates for city-dwellers. Ac-
cording to a recent national survey
nearly a quarter of America's urban
population must live crowded in blight
and often in squalor their children
growing up without proper safeguards
for their health, without adequate space
for play and recreation, without half the
opportunities which should be their US
birthright

Charlotte, conscious of ihe problem,
has made a great effort to solve it — an
effort which has attracted nationwide
attention. In fact, few U. S. cities have
done a better job in this field
st year, according to Mr. Ritch, 412
housing units were brought up to stand-
ard and 172 units were demolished as
unfit

This boosts to 10881 the number of
units that have been brought up to stand-
ard since the initiation of the slum clear-
ance program ‘in August, 1948. During
this same period, 1543 dwellings have
been removed

The city could perform an even better
Job if it were equipped to supplement its

rehabilitation program with an urban
redevelopment program. making too-far
gone neighborhoods ready for a fresh
start by condemning and demolishing all
structures that have passed beyond eco
nomic salvage.

Unfortunately, however, the North
Carolina General Assembly has failed to
provide legislation strong enough to en-
able Charlotte to revive its urban re
development program

Meanwhile, the city is making the best

wuse of tools it does have. On the whole,
property owners have cooperated admir-
ably.

The day is not won however. The
problem is a continuing one. The cily
can never afford not to face up coura-
geously to its essential part in reversing
the spread of urban blight

The reason is simple: Eve

ybody pay

1w cost of slums today. And that in
cludes the people who flee the city to the
suburbs

How”

1—Most of the tax burden for cif

services in the slums is carried by resi
dents outside the slums
2—Spreading urban blight thre

property values in every other neighbor

hood.

3 Even the suburbs live off the
central city and cannot prosper if the
heart decays

4—Slums breed crime and create a
public health problem and the bill is

shared by the whole community

The conservation stakes are high. The
payoff will not come from half-hearted
measures. Charlotte must continue to at-
fa its slum problem with the same
admirable vigor it has been exhibiting
during the past year.

The Prestient Returns To The Issue

D EETING the press this week, Pres-

ident Eisenhower added nothing
concrete to speculation on his second-
term intentions. His answers to skillfully
posed questions gave reporters the same
bland mixture of positive and negative
factors they had fo begin with. But at
the same time the President did succeed
in shaping speculation into more reason-
able proportions.

He would not make his decision on
allegedly “being hored to death” while
kept away from Washington by his heart
attack. As a matter of fact. he said he
wasn't bored. Nor, he added, does his
decision hinge on what his family thinks
about his future.

The President returned, as he has
previously, to the central fact at issue—
his health. He emphasized “the energy
the intensity,” and “the zip and zest” a

L
“Now,
very zestful,
had an attack

This, of course, is the fact GOP cam-
paign directors would like to obscure
with talk about boredom at Gettysburg,
just as Democrats like to repeat the
u-pnr1 that Mrs. Eisenhower is dead set
against Ike running again

But the President made clear that he
hasn't forgotten the central issue. He
indicated he is fully aware that he must
make the final decision on his political
future? and that that decision is irrevoc
ably tied to his health

We have no doubi that Mr. Eisenhower
will make a decision in what he con.
siders the best interests of the country
The main danger connected with his
decision is that others are trying to make
it for him

president has to bring to his job.
this morning maybe I may feel
but T do know that 1 have

Natural Gas: The Senate’s Own Brand

F ANYONE is trying to follow the Sen-

ate debate on lifting federal control
of natural gas at the wellhead let him be
warned there are two kinds of gas in
volved. First, there is the kind that cooks
food, heats houses, etc. Then there is
the Senate's Own Special Brand. chief
purpose of which is to fill the pages of
the CoNGRESSIONAL RECORD

West Virginia's Sen. Matthew Neely in-
flated a page during the debate last week
Said he

Mr. President, let me sincerely thank
the eminent senator from Illinois for the
15 minutes of precious time he has gra
ciously granted me, and assure him that
his generosity will not be abused by my
extending the allotted time into a tres
pass on eternily — an offense which is
much too frequently committed in this
chamber

Whereupon he suggested several alter-

From The Sonford Herald

nate titles for a radio commentatod's re-
marks on Dulles-At-The-Brink, hearkened
back to Getiysburg, and Bryan's Cross of
Gold speech, retreated further to Thucys
dides, came forward to 1884 to dicuss the
coining of the “rum, Romanism and re-
bellion” phrase and its part in the de-

feat of James G. Blaine, compared the
GOP to Belshazzer, eulogized Thomas Jef-
ferson, Andrew Jackson, Woodrow Wil-

son, Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Tru-
man, and, in sum, put himself in grave
danger of being shot down if eternity
has posted any sentries against tres-
passers.

About federal controls on gas for cook-
ing and heating there is plenty of room
for exhaustive debate. About The Sen-
ate’s Own Specia IBrand. we say controls
are overdue, and cannot come too soon'

WHEN OLD FRIENDS TURN

s‘mlF. of the magazines we subscribe
vJ to come to the office. the others are
mailed to our home.

As a result. our name is duplicated on
mailing lists. The magazine people send
ing their product to our house obtain
(what are the ethics there, anyway”)
our name from another magazine that
uses our office address. And vice versa

In consequence, tie circulation depart
ment of a magazine we have
home for years and have con
an old friend will send litera
office urging us to subscribe. Mea:
our house will be flooded with
ganda advising us to begin
ourselves through the columns of a w
riodical that has been office
since heaven knows when

‘This gives us a bad time. It makes us
feel unrecognized and forgotten.

This week, the situation became into!
erable.

Our subscription to a magazine that
comes to the office expired. When we
failed to send a check immediately, we
received a reminder that payment was
due. A couple days later we mailed 1
amount demanded. Then came
worded ca infor
that the magazine would
wood on its lists and we could eit
our subscription or join those
ened persons it did not serve f
ured our communications had crossed in
the mails, swallowed our pride and pre
pared to forget our poor treatment

by

a te

olerate

When we went home, there was a fat
envelope from the same magazine con.
taining the gushingest letter you ever
read inviting us to become an eight
month trial subscriber at HALF PRICE.
It even said to SEND NO CHECK, just
initial the enclosed card and the first
issue would arrive AT ONCE. then we
d PAY AT OUR CONVENIENCE.

What we woiild like to do is send in
the bargain-price money and stop pay
ment on the check for the full subscrip.

n. But we know what would m.p.m
would come back informing
e lesser check was insufficient to
the subscription originally ordered
uld be applied to our obligation
subscription meanwhile would
be canceled

You can't

win against a mailing list

Critics say television is not educational
t it stresses the three R's—rassling.
and

rustling
ZETTE

re-issues —GastoNtA Gaz

Outlined One Pro
A Good Citizen
Do not weasel

fake or stall

the jury's ca

rearranging lypewriter

develop a r college
the important letters on
ND CASH., Marrow
ML) JourNAL-GAZETTE

one line— §
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Did Dome's Income Really Exceed Expenses?

moral character, happy human re-
lationships, and a vital faith i
God

Flora Macdonald College is a
member of the Southern Associa-

People’s
Platform

v o tion of Colleges and Secondary
Schools, and is recognized as a
standard A grade institution by
i gentage S e the Narth Carolina Department of
cost or Public Instragtion
a who omits _these Flora Macdonald College is lo-
purposely or otherwise is certain cated 25 miles from Fayetteville,
the true 35 miles from Southern Pines and

not giving its readers
v Pinehurst, and 38 miles from Ben.

nettsville

These facts that 1 have given
you are authentc and I hope that
those who have been uniformed
concerning this great college will
now say as I say in elosing:
Logic is logic
So they say

At Red Sprngs
Flora Macdonald must stay!

—MRS. J. L. HARGRAVE JR.

all, this
in

informa

r edit ge
perhaps 10 per

i, ater Dixie's Schools Need

e opinion Uncle Sam’s Money
ating at Rock Hill, 8. €.
1 adm Editors, The News

PPONENTS of segr egated
schools would find it wise to
stop and consider their propos
als to involve the segregation

1 reporting the

UF readers,

R. T. McLAUGHLIN

issue in the most important and
Editors® Note: City Manag Charlotte Coliseum: The Empty Seats Were Filled major piece of legislation before
Whek adkol ﬁ" the House The legislation propos-

ing to give federal aid to public

Flora Macdonald Is high regard for sound women felt the need of a eal cahogls ‘ie vital to the contitued
nicipalities, as a rule, do not ac Scotsman has a lege which they could aitend gperation of our schools. Though
count. for depreciation. 1t mis Pride Of Red Spnngs love for religion and cducation Vithout the inconvenience of {he administration has attempi-
were a slock company which R and the estabishment of Floral TUCUNE 1 great distance. | ed to_soathe the southern con.
might  dissolve sometime, we oo T Colleg g < n 1896 Fayetteville Presb¥- gressmen, President Eisenhower
would have to set aside depre- o . ollege in 1841 was an expres- fery, authorized the establish-  was correct in stating that “the
ciation. But we don't do h MPHE time is drawing near for tion of this two-fold passion. ment of a Seminary for Women reed of American children for

i ety (hnl ihaksn ahint? be the board of trustees of the NATURAL SUCCESSOR and Red Springs was selected schoals is right now, immediate.

left with the taxpayers until we (onsolidated Pr Col This codege was the first becawse that town was well lo- Iy, today,” and for suggesting
have to have it .. . It is a mis- of North ool in North Carolina to ¢ated and long a center of re- that the race school issue would
take, however, to alk in terms of momentou gran diomas 1 vomen, Flora ligious and social activities tamper and delay passage of this
‘profit’ about municipal buildings. Macdonald ege rightly NAME CHANGE necessary legislation

It is a matter of income exceed. claims the hntnu of beilg the The first president, Rev The need for good schools, ade-

ing expenses — not profit in the natural successor to Floral Col-  Charles G quate classroom space and facili-
ties are needed now. The choice

Vardell. came to the

irue sense. A lot of things around P fa lege. During the mid-18th cen- college; an energetic young min-
here, the police and fire depart Alwvmluuu ths great school and fury, this institution exerted a ister, who erected an istitution 1S not a pleasant one. If schools
the Mint Museum, the City 0 the town of Red Springs. wide and marked influence upon  which has glorified God and ex. are wanted it will be necessary

never make a profit. We The Scottish Highlanders, who tne culture of eastérn Carolina. alted womanhood. Under his in- for the integrationists to get on
never promised anybody a profit emigrated to America and set-  DLuring the Civil War, this col- spiring, helpful leadership the With urging the legislation now.
on the coliseun. 1f income keeps iled in the Cape River lege was closed as numerous college gained rapidly in pres- Vithout amendments. To attempt
exceeding expenses, we'll be hap-  of North Carolina. were men other institutions in the South- fige and popularity. His talented 10  take amendments onto the
2 and women with deep faith in land, and hundreds of young wife. Mrs. Vardell, a very fine 1-clley bill or the revised Senate
musician, won such wide recog. Dill Will destroy the federal edu.

cation bills. Local communities
lave reached Inew limits of tax
ing for schools. he South more
than any area nped( federal aid
for the construction of schools
—D. EMIS

nition in her work that the
name of the college changed in
to the Southern Presby-
terian College and Conservatory

‘All Ready For TheParade, Children?’

the Scottish Society of
America met in Favetteville and
Dr. James A McDonald, inter.
nationally known editor of the
Toronto Globe, was greatly im-
pressed by the quality of the
wark done by thie college in Red
Springs and proposed a new name
long treasured in the heart of eve

Constitution Cited
On ’Interposition’
Hamlet

Editors, The News:

A

case for interposition

from* the Ninth

ery true Scotsman: that of Flora

Macdonald who lived for five to the constitution
‘m». in this section of North The enumeration in the con.
Carolina. Scol ople in Amer- Stitution of certain rights «n\

ica contributed and raised a large 7Ot be construed to deny or
nt

endowm parage others retained by the p' 0
WAR YEA ple.”
In 1830, after 34 years of sac- 1" respectiully call your aiten

rifice and toil, Verdel re- tion to the editorial carried in
sighed and was succeeded by Rev. = vour paper some time back ent

Henry G: Bedinger, D. D, who fled “The American Heritage "
served the college for 18 years. You will find that there are quite
e brought the %ollege success: a few people in the Old North

Hﬂ(l‘ who are, should we say,
“eccentric” enough to still love
and cherish it

—ROBERT CAMP BOYD SR,

Mh through the depression and
. leaving an enlarged
physical property
unmwi endowment  and
mm mnp funds increased
VE EXPERIENCE

Two Public-Spirited
Candidates Needed

NCE
])\ \I.thhnH Scott Woodson be-
came the third president in Jan
uary 1950 and is the administra

now. The college  is making Charlotts

excellent progress and has a staff Fditors. The New
of college administrators of proven Yfe now have on the slate for
ity the N. C. House of Repre

ke dmi al
The aim

e collége is to train  sentatives J. B. Vogler and Jack

and ,\mm‘ people for Love. We are now looking for two
Christian life and, to achieve more for the House, who have
this goal, Flora Macdonald Col- the interest of the public instead

lege offers a creative experience
in & rich and stimulating environ
ment, which fosters

of personal interest as of the past

lears
disciplined —S. €. VAUGHN

Communication

The Joy Of Creative Art

By BERNARD BERENSON
In ‘Seeing And Knowing’

task is to prove it and fix it with
pen and pencil so that to others

( NLY those who never have it will mean almost what it
attempted to paint or to means to ourselves
e ignore what a it 1o We cannot kindle when we will
/r icate to others \-m one  The fire that in the heart resides,
'y,”p Qﬂ' nis o represent or to say. And  The spirit bloweth and is still,
f/ 5 the joy of creative art comes In mystery our heart abides:

- when one is Jured to hope that e But tasks in hours of finsight

Nok gl el el ound the cipher, the symbol,  will'd
= generic shape or scrawl, the Can be through hours of gloom

hieroglyph, the convention, in  fulfill'd.
short, that will do it. The prosaic —Matthew Arneld.

v Fearenss Dulles Bawled Out By Republicans

WASHINGTON  This geographic switcheroo nn made recogition of Red China was eventually his medal, Rep Davidson buttenholed

FPHOUGH it's the Demo who have  them madder. Summoning the S ry Treasury Secretary George Humphrey
I, { State to Know office |\ lunch explained the secretary “Look here,” said the congressman, a
ere in anything referring ot Bowie n't prominent Manhattan attorney. “It would

ey indicated

different from be a heck of a thing if we didn't get that
madal awarded in time for the March of
Dimes this January. How about le

me put up the $2,300

No Volunteers
Humphrey, however,

been even more v
ublican senator
and Knd

Know

dges and
were ad ked that the nom:
nation be withdrawn, Dulles flared up.

1 made the decision. 1 am secre

vhen

Dulles complained

refused, insisting

Rt Ui, Cacii el 4] bl e f that there was no provision in the law
ntend o ke Miserable Lunch permitting & peivate (odividusl to lend
Bowle Bottle ; .  “Your term as secretary of state runs money to the U, S. Treasury

The argumen over Robert LR a prior commil:  for 5 year,” countered Bri “Tamin  With the March of Dimes fast ap-
ie, a Harvard professor and a Rlvpt‘vlu an, ment” Dulles off the Senate for five years definitely and proaching and with a congressional ap-
whom Dulles wants to promote to be as 1 don't see how you can appoint a  ["nayhe here longer. We senators, propriation impossible because Congress
sistant_secretary of state. Bowie was ap- ™Man who holds views about forelgn pol  payo responsibilities and intend to live up  was out of session, Davidson went into
pointed by the Eisenhower administra ch are contrary to your own and ;4 " a huddle with Basil O'Connor of the
tion K the President,” remarked Dulles went back to his desk at the Polio Foundation. Together they came u
AL it bis name was sent (o the Sen anc State Department : with an idea that Humphrey finally de-

nfi tion listed as a resident 1 “I've had a very miserable lunch up cided was ]l‘g.ll

 Maryiand, Bowie is &% oid Matyl Recognition there at the Capitol,” he told friend Sti " H
e and 2 town in that sate is n He referred to g that th ill Hoping
nited States

an appro
sed the

Huvd Won Medul

ed China

nmpnw It wa
dissipate son
HEW last spring when Ovets
then secretary, muffed up the
cine distribution problem

chi a

Sen, Saltonstall of \v., sachuse
ing to back him

Not, however, Bridges and Knowland




