HE CHARLOTTE NEW

gest Two Carolinas

Lary ng Newspaper In The

Estoblished Dec. 8, 1888. Charlotte, North Carolina, Tuesday, January 24, 1956

¥ Je 9 ¥ ¥

FINAL

22 Pages—Price Five Cents

Nearly Inch Of Snow Falls

CY STREETS CAUSE MANY CRASHES

Police Are Swamped
With Calls For Help

By CHARLES KURALT
Charlotte News Staff Writer

Ambulance
In Four-Car
Wreck Here

Drivers Skid
Ways To Work
In Charlotte

By DONALD MacDONALD
Charlotte News Staff Writer
oil truck skidded into
train and an ambulance
a chain reaction that left
fuur mrt damaged as Charlotte
and Mecklenburg motorists slipped
and slid their ways to work this
marning
With streets coated with ice and
snow, motorists were involved in
a large number of traffic mishaps
City and County Police and State
Highway patrolmen were called
out to investigate at least 25 acci-
dents before 10 0. m
The truck-train collision was a
rarrow brush \\H!\ dEa!h for Don-
]

bt

n, e Woodlawn
ckson wmprd from the
n he saw that his small
oif Huk(‘l' was gliding across the
railroad tracks on Shuman Ave
An oncoming freight train struck
tie truck, spilling oil over a wide
area
AMBULANCE COLLISION
An ambulance owned by Mc
Fwen Funeral Home answered a
7:54 a.m. emergency call at Mint
and Morehead Sts. when Jack
Bryan's car, of Rt, 4, Charloite,
skidded into a utility pole, injuring
an occupant of the car—Mrs. R. J.
Hillman, 27, also of Rt. 4.
Police said Mrs. Hillman suf
fered only a laceration on the head
was nothing compared with
& harrowing ride she took later
to the hospital.
(‘Hh\m H. L. McWhirter and
W, Williams said the ambu-
Iu'..« operated by James S. Grif-
was proceeding toward Me-
morial Hospital on Independence
Bivd, when an Oldsmobile (op-
ciated by H. H. Benson, 2036 Car-
tier Way) skidded around in front
o the ambulance, causing a col-
lision.
CHAIN REACTION
Officers further explained that
the ambulance bounced off the
Oldsmobile into the rear of a 1955
Pontiac driven by Jimmy Living.
ston, Morris Field — then slid into
the side of a 1952 Ford, operated
by Harold Presson, Rt. 3, whirling
the Ford around into a 1952 Pon:
ac driven by Isaac Houston, 631
Brookhill Rd
ate Highway Patrolmen Clark
m  Gillis mm a man miraculous
escaped death on Highway 7
county line when his auto-
skidded down a
ent, landing on its top.
A tractor - trailer jack-knifed
about 7:30 am. at Highways 27|
d 74, bursting one of its tanks

(News Stalf Photo by Tom Franki

Park Road’s Hill'n Dale Route To Uptown Cha rlotte Was Mighty Slippery-y-y-y+y- This Morning

Worst Of The Winter

Snow And Sleet

RALEIGH (P)—,
the winter thus far, whipped over North Carolina last
today.

Heavy snow with a frozen hase was reported from 1
mountains to the coast. Many highways were too_slick
Some schools were closed. N o

Business got off to a slow start|2, Pisgah Forest
in most major cities as long lines|2's, Bryson City %,
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The Weather Bureau said most|Chatham, Harnell,
of the snowstorm was over by|Johnsion, amo
midmorning. The outlook was for| City schools were clo
cloudy and cold weather for almost|leigh, Durh
all of the state for the rest of the |Franklinton,
day, and “quite cold" tonight Pittsharo,

. ‘.
§ oot e v e In_lke's Economic Message
Low temperatures wil be 10 to| ield and Robbins

« Standby CredltControlUrged

TRAFFIC TIED UP
o teo HR: Tolert il e Loy Traffic

State Highway Patrolmen
traffic was tied up until the

|fair and cold, with no more snow Asheville
limmediately in sight

tractor-trailer could be moved.
I'}w city's first accident (!Lr\lrrﬂf
5 a. m.at 4th and McDowell
and was investigated by u u A B
Norman, Lofty Mt. Mitchell, tallest
of the Mississippi, had
inches of snow, b
impossible
sure. The
a.m. w

|
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..« But Some Nerve-Jangled Motorists Made It To Tryon St. Just The Same . . .
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The State Highway Patrol re
|ported highways in Madison Coun-
rity|ty were impassable. Other roads
stakable|in the area could be negotiated on
with chains. In Madison County, |gal by city police
both U.S. 15-70 and 19-23 into Ten-|Highway Patrol at Gre
essee were too slick 1o be usdl.|dpy |
S. 441 through Newfound Gap
could be traveled with chai
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Bus service thro
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an accurate me
e at F
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another auto which|9m
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it | The lr(\\m
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Charles A. Thor ex

Ralph Diggs. pears to be upw ard,” he repor ed probler
'A wrecker” which was pulling a| The message in
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County Closes
Schools; City
Absences Up

Mecklenburg County
were closed today, City schools
operated, but attendance was
curtailed by the thin spread of
snow which made travel to school
treacherous

County School Supt. J. W. Wil-
son personally made the decis-
ion not to risk running county
school buses at 6 a.m. today aft-
er checking with County Police.
The schools are expected to re-
open tomorrow

Students, teachers and even
principals had trouble getting to
city schools this marning

schools

One parent telephoned IhL-
school board office at 4 4\
and said her ymmgil Wil r-
rived at Tryon Hills \«lmul but
nobody was there, All the teach-
ers were still struggling to reach
their destination

Another report was that a
youngster walking toward Sham-
rock Garden School slipped on
the icy pavement and fell, break-
ing his nose and knocking out
wo L

The special bus eperating to
the new Eastway Junior High
School had difficulty and anxious
parents began phoning the school
office as their youngsters hud-
dled in clusters at various cor-
ners waiting for the bus that
hadn't showed up.

Principal Jack Horner of My-
ers Park High School said at-
tendance was fairly good at My-

k but two teachers
id off the road and were
still missing at 10:30 a.m.

The last leacher made it to

Central High at about 10 a.m.
a bumper
tardy students, all of
whom were excused Many
schools omitted home room- pe.
riods and first period classes be-
cause of the shortage of pupils.

winter.

with sleet and
snarl in ( '-,u!wu toc
andoned a

ses ran

-laced

t early
hu-n lessly behind
schedule on all lines,

There were many colli=
sions of skidding automo-
biles.

Almost everybody was late
work and many walked long dis-
tances to escape the side-slipping
traffie on city streets.

Not much more than one-half
inch of snow fell. But intermittent
rain turned the streets into dan-

erous glazed ribbons.

HOOLS SUFFER

Mecklenburg C ounty schools
were closed and city schools re«
ported altendance below normal.
Carolina Transit buses from such
outlying areas as Hickory Grove
and Derita were cancelled and
through buses were reported more

n an hour hehind schedule by a
Union terminal spokesman.

A harried taxicab dispatcher
facetiously said he had turned
down “more than 1500 calls this
morning."

By moon, hard-working street
crews had scattered ashes and
sand over most of the city's
teeacherous bridges and grades.
Midtown streets were sanded ear-
Iy, in time to step up the heavy
flow of traffic across the Square
to almost a normal pace

But in the suburbs, many mo«
orists found progress impossible.
City police were deluged by dis-
tress calls as the toll of dented
fenders mounted.

13 VICTIMS

Hospital emergency wards re-
ported 13 victims of the icy pave-
ment at noon. They were cases
of !valru!.ses and broken arms and
ee

Airplane flights got back on
schedule at about 9:30 am. There
was no delay in incoming flights,
but some planes were delayed in
taking off by icy runways. No
flight was more than about one
hour late, apparently.

TRailways reported all of their
passenger trains on schedule

The first snow fell at 7:35 p.m.
yesterday, It stopped at 8:30, ac-
cording to the Weather Bureau,
but was followed by rain and sleet.
The freezing rain alternated with
snow through the night and a low
temperature of 25 degrees contrib-
uted to the treacharous traffie con-
difions to which Charlotteans woke
up

OKAY

|More Weather Data on

Evening Prayer

Eternal God, we would be
obedient servants. Help us to
iiear Thy voice clearly that we
may know Thy will with certain-
ty. Help us to accept the tasks
Thou hast given us, even when
they are not what we desire, for
we know that only in Thy will is
our peace. In the name of
Christ .\mﬂn

Our Weufher

Partly cloudy and continued
cold today. Fair and quite cold
tonight. Tomorrow, generally
lllr and continued cold

ow this morning—25.
w fonight—22
gh yesterday—42
High today—40.
High tomorrow—t5
T2 am;
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| Engineer
c

sunset

The Weather Bureau predicted
all would be well by tonight, with
an afternoon temperature of 37
degrees helping to rid streets of
lce. Partly cloudy weather was
predicted for tonight Tomorrow
will be fair and cold

One maintenance crew worked
ali night sanding streets. Twenty-
four other crews were called out
at 5 am. this morning, In all, up-
wards of 150 men were at work
before the main flow of traffie
started

Bridges got first attention, City
Loyd Richey said. be-

use cold air under the bridges
forms a particularly dangerous

ating of ice atop them.
EFFORT FRUITLESS

But the w orkmen’s efforts
couldn't cope with the situation
\anmi had trouble even on the

ily sanded Independence Blvd.
intersections, which got special at-
tention. Along the length of More-
head §t, Elizabeth Ave., N, Tryon

St. — everywhere, in fact, where
there is a slight grade — tires
spun_ endlessly.

To Work,




