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The Big Stall: A Political Disgrace

AR HEELS who still nurse a certain

threadbare faith in representative
government welcome the Raleigh report
that wheels are moving again on the
matter of reapportioning seats in the
state’s General Assembly. Dean Carroll
W. Weathers of the Wake Forest Law
School, chairman of the Commission on
Legislative Representation, has an-
nounced that he will be pleased to re-
ceive public testimony March 15 on how
reapportionment can best be accomp-
lished.

The dean’s invitation is just and
proper. But the formula for redistribu
ting House seats and redistricting the
state for Senate seats is spelled out in
great detail in the state constitution
(Article 11 ions Application
of the formula will require more than a
little toil. But unfortunately the major
problem is how to convince state legisla-
tors that they should obey the constitut
ional mandate. It is a duty these gentle
men have ignored for more years than
we like to remember.

The constitution provides in crystal-
clear language (i. e, “each senate district
shall contain as near as may be an equal
number of inhabitants”) for equitable
distribution of legislative seats after each
federal census. The rural bloc in control
of the General Assembly has not been
willing to risk reapportionment for it
would surely mean that it would lose its
powerful grip on legislation

Yet present circumstances violate the
fundamental concept on which constitu-

tional government is foun
majority rule
ent ci

0re, pre
197,052 persons
natorial District (Mecklenburg
one state senator while the 105177 peo

the

ple of the Second Senatorial District
have two
The creation of the Weathers com

mission was part of a legislative stall
During the last session, there was a
valliant effort on the part of Sen. F. J
Blythe of Mecklenburg to have a com
mission of legislators to draw up a re.
districting plan. A legislative commission
was indeed appointed but it was packed
with members from the rural counties
Only one, Sen. Claude Currie of Durham

came from a district cont a pop
ulous metropolitan area, After several
fortni; of deep thought. the group

by recom
commiss
1957 Ge

shrugged off its responsibilit
mending that another study
be appointed to report o the

N

eral Assembly. Sen. Currie filed a lone
dissent
Legislators stalled in 1951, after 1950

census figures were in. They stalled in
1953. They stalled again in 1955. In 1954
the people defeated decisively a con-
stitutional amendment limiting every Tar
Heel county to one senator. But the leg-
islature was unimpressed

It is a shameful record. If is to be
hoped that Dean Weathers and his com
mission will help to make the nature of
the shame unbearably obvious to one
and all

Farm Problem: Remember The Ratliffs

HE Mississippi farm boy who won

national attention last week for
growing a record one-acre corn ecrop
summed up the plight of the small farm
er better than could a bushel of statistics
on parity, surplus, acreage allotments
and cost-price ratios

“I think I'd like to be a doctor,” said
Lamar Ratliff. “There’s no money in
farming.”

He meant there's no money in farm
ing a 170-acre hill farm like his father’s,
walking between plowshares behind a
mule named Dolly. There's no money in
that kind of farming, not even for a boy
who had the energy and interest to raise
the yield on a patch of sandy loam from
30 bushels to 304.38 bushels in a space
of six years. The small farmer, of course,
has never made any real money, but with
the government spending billions on
agriculture he should be sharing in the
general prosperity the country is
enjoying

The fact that he isn't so sharing has
created a standing-room-only situation at
the political wailing wall. It also is de
creasing the number of small farm fam.
ilies. Some exceptional youngsters like
Lamar Ratliff will become doctors. The
majority must be integrated into some
form of industry

If the trend toward absorbing the 50-
acre to 200-acre farm into mechanized
agricultural factories continues, making

small farm families into urban job-seek-
something very basic will have been
ripped out of the fabric of America. That
something will be a point of view. a
certain theory of self-reliance, a method
of raising children, a way of life that
produces Lamar Ratliffs. The change
may be inevitable or even necessary

But until necessity or inevitability i
determined, the vast federal agricultural
programs ought to be better adjusted to
the pressing needs of the small farmer.

Soil banks are fine for farmers who

have enough acres to put some in the
bank. Price supports keep the larger
production-type farms soivent. But all

the systems so far dev
on largeness. As Congressman
pointed out in his Report From Washing
fon last week, one giant farm operation
in Mississippi received $1346.000 in
cotton price-support loans, as compared
with the $400 received by the average
farmer there. The big farms get most
of the price support money. They also
pile the surplus higher and higher, which
is the root problem of the whole farm
dilemm

It has now become a political and
economic necessity to try to rescue the
farmer from a tightening cost - price
squeeze. The busy congressional
tinkerers should not forget people like
the Ratliff family in Mississippi. There
are a lot of them—all over

Boodle-Talk Vs. A Quest For Certainty

MERICANS with fender sensibilities
y as well head for the storm
cellar now. The high winds of extrava-
gantly earthy political verbiage have al
ready commenced — and fully six months
before the season was scheduled to open.

All last week, Democrats and Repub-
licans volleyed and thundered at each
other with reckless abandon. This week
dawned on the same crude note

So far, Stevenson has been called
cowardly.” Truman a “demagogue
Dulles a “desperate gambler,” Kefauver

a “city slicker in bumpkin's clothing.”
and Eisenhower has been described as

the man who would turn the White
House into a “home for retired old sol
diers

In fact, the level of name-calling has

slready reached the depths of political
phrase-making sometimes described as
‘boadle-talk’" by its slinkier practitioners
These later day Titus Oateses operate on
the theory that the voters always believe
the worst. The idea is to dazzle the dim
wits with words they don’t understand
particularly words that have a faintly
evil ring

“Boodle-talk” was fashioned into high
art by the supporters of Florida's Sen

Smathers when he was campaigning
against Claude Pepper in the cracker
belt

A brief setting-up exercise in the mc
ing for a Smathers r describing Mr

Pepper, sounded like this

“Are you aware that he is
over Washington as a shamel
vert? Not only that, but this man is re.
liably reported to have practiced neg
ism with his sister-inlaw and he ha
sister who was once a thespian in New
York. He matriculated with co
the university, and it is an established
fact that before his marriage he h
ally practiced celibacy”

Smathers won han
has never lived down @

Aside from *“boodle-talk” there
other rather rigid ceremonial 1

political ¢ st have
tips. He must, for instance. be tr
aghly familiar with the standard «
ulary of “good” and “bad” words f

scribing friends and foes
The good words—Free enterprice, the
American way of life, constitutional gov.

ernment, individual liberty. tax reduc-
tion, the flag, democratic ideals and {in
the South) Anglo-Saxon culture.

The bad words—Taxes, welfare state,
runaway inflation, Communists, appease-
ment, big government, creeping social-
ism, bossism, handouts, give-aways and
(in the South) intermarriage.

The only happy aspect of the whole
noisy business is that the people—some
of them, at least—are showing signs of
getting fed up. During the last presiden-
tial election, THE REPORTER magazine
took an informal poll among television

owners and viewers in New York and
some the reactions are worth re-
viewing

Said fal man n a candy store
“They're all a bunch of crooks, makes
no difference who gets in. We're still

ed up. When you have to work for
living, nothing can change anything

Said a war veteran That stuff drives
1 shut the damn thing off
e a fool even of a man like

Eisenhower!"”

Said a barlender You can't go b

what they say in speeches It's all bull
to aftract the voter; then they do what
they want

Too bad these candid remarks could
nat be piped back to the soap hox hams

nly thing thinkun ericar
hing the words cannot
John Dewey called

some!

drown out s what

the “quest for certainty’—a built:in b
ger for truth.

the name-calling sounds
I awhile and the lies erode®

There is hope for American

There is a new report that hate of

Russians ncreasing in the satelite
ountries. Such reports are significar
nless they are concocted by reporters on
new LAUREL (M)
\

¥ W n th 1

War were situated
where drive-in restaurants are today and
0 many Indian encampments are now
super-markets —AsHEvILLE CITIZEN.

-IKE'S FUTURE: THE

‘IFS" AND ‘BUTS'—

The President Looks Well, But T he Statistics Are Grim

By THE ALSOPS

WASH

press confer

HE first genera
ence since
heart attack was a
assuring occasion
Dwight D. Eisenhower look
well. His color was good. His
grin was as infections as
He was not Lreated
questioners; yet
ions with the
t he has gra
since the earl:
conferences

ave ordeals for hin
EAVY POUCHES
To be sure President

med to lack a little of his old
ice and faststriding energy
entered the crowded
hamber, The pouches under his
yes were noticeably heavier. The
eyes themselves, when he did no
laugh or smile, seemed restless
and even a little troubled. Yet
the total impression conveyed was
one of vigor and assurance

With a difficult

se
be
when he
o

which governmental paralysis ¢
be appallingly

dangerous, it was

<0
lers and all the millions
of others who so strongly hope
that the President will decide to
run again

The distinction beiween Eisen
hower's present state and his fu
ture great decision was wunder-
lined, as it were, by his tele
gram permitting his name to be
entered in_the New Hampshire
primary. Careful study should be
given to the language that he
used about his own condition,
which is as follows

STRONGER TONES

“It would be idle to pretend
that my health can be wholly re-
stored to the excellent staie in

PRESIDENT AT PRESS CONFERENCE

which the doctors believed it to
be in mid-September (just before
the attack) My future life
must be carefully regulated
avoid excessive fatigue.
sons for obedience to the medi
cal authorities are not solely per
I must obey th
for the responsibilities I

once again, and in even
tones, was the same note
the President had struck in the
rence on his health

’ anted the small group
of reparters at Key West

Vigor And Eyes Noted

In Key West he had intimated
that it would be wrong for him to
run again if he did not have a
good chance of serving out a full
second term, because “it is a very
critical thing to change govern-
ments in this country at a time
that is unexpected.” Now he was
adding the further statement that
despite his mercifully splendid re
«covery, the fact had to be faced
that his heart attack had in some
measure permanently impaired
his health

Put the two together, then, and
it becomes rather clear what the

President is asking himself, and
what he will ask his doctors when
they complete their final check:
up. He will ask, not whether he
is out of the immediate woods,
but whether a man in his condi
tion is likely to survive the heavy
pressures of the Presidency for
another ful
GRIM QUi 1}

It is a grim question, not easy
or pleasant to discuss. The most
authoritative study, based on case
histories of 39 cardiac patients,
seems to have been made by Doc
tors David R. Cole, Evelyn B

Singian and Louis N. Katz of the
Medical Research Institute of Ci
cago’s Michael Reese Hospital

Tt S. News and World Re-
port” has recently reduced the
ColeSingian-Katz ~ statistics 1o
tabular form.

The table shows that a man
of the President’s age, who has
s ccessfully passed the first
months of acute danger immedi
ately after his heart attack, then
has five chances in eleven of liv-
ing more than five years—which
means five chances in eleven of
serving oul a full second term
in the President’s case. The
chances must be somewhat fi
ther weighted against the Presi-
dent, curiously enough, becausa
he had his attack while resting.
But his excellent state of gen-
eral health and his fine recovery
constitute even bigger items on
the favorable side of the bal-

BEST ANSWER

In cold statistical terms, this
is the best available answer to
the President’s big question. It
seems likely that the Cole-Sing-
ian-Katz statistics are not fully ac
cepted, or at least are differently
interpreted, by the President’s

civilian heart specialist, Dr. Paul
Dudley White

But it can be stated on posi
tive authority eminent
Army heart spe S Thom-
as E. Mattingly, does not make

5o light of the permanent 1mpair
ment caused by a heart attack as
Dr. White has recently done in

NEW TWIST

These facts, in turn, give a
somewhat new twist to the re-
pealed, boldly positive assertions
of the President’s chief political
advisers, that he will certainly
run again “if his health permits
For their certainty is always care-
fully conditional; and it is very
clear from the stat cited
that their “if” is considerably
bigger than most people have
come to suppose.

Current Political Drama First Played 16 Years Ago

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

LTHOUGH Republicans do not
ke to. be reminded of it, the
strategy presently belng d
by the political managers around
President Eisenhower—to hold the
door open for a sccond term
should he decide o run or to

insure the selection of a hand:
picked candidate i he doesn’t
closely resembles the strategy

that led up to Franklin Roosevell's
third term
A PREOCCUPATION

The atmosphere in Washington
today is reminiscent of 16 years
ago when the entire preoceupation
was on will-he-orwon't-he . Then
as now, there were those in the
party in power who felt a smoul
dering resentment that the great
opportunity  should be so long
foreclosed waiting the decision of

one man

Despite the war in Lurope that
began in 1939 ation in the
press in the and early

late W

spring of 1940 was nearly as wide
spread as it is today
coul

Democrats

who simply not wait but

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHING'

I) SPITE P

ont

he said that

1" the Presiden ngressmen is gettin

someone had
if he could not run in

who nevertheless wanted to re
main loyal to Roosevelt &
nounced their candidacies condi
pnal on the President’s decision
This is the course being follow

by Governor Christian A. Hert
of Massachusetts and the Herter
For - President - In - Case - Eisen
lower - Doesn't - Run - Again
clubs

WAITING  GAME

While Roosevelt was himself a

master politician, he had around
him faithful followers helping to
the waiting game. At vir
tally every press conference the
question of his intentions arose,
and the President often seemed to
parrying reporters’ in

enjoy
quiries,
There are,

of course, important
fhe fact of Presi-
wer's heart altack
an element of nty
the role of the dociors be
ing almost more important
that of the politicians. The third
m was a violent break with
tradition and much of th

sition both within and without the
party centeced on this break. v
the accusation that Roosevelt

CAMPAIGN
HEAD QUARTERS

!

ke humself a dicta.

FARLEY ROLE

But there are close p. Llels,
to. Senator William Knowland of
California is today playing some
thing like the role of James A
Farley in 1940. Farley sought in
various ways to get a declara
tion of intention from the Presi
gent.

Knowland first wanted Presi-
dent Eisenhower to make his de-
cision by the end of this_month
Then he compromised on Feb, 15
But it now appears that D-day—
decision day—is not likely before

the end of March. Dr. Paul Dud-
ley White, the Boston heart spe
cialist attending the President

ted privately that a fi
al report on the President’s con:
dition e postponed until
then
BOMBSHELL
The Roosevelt strategy to pro
third-term  “draft
h no public statement
nit vight up to the
The Republi
nd three days
bled in FPhila

may

before they assem!

FAVRITT
CANDIDATE

on' candidates

delphia FDR dropped a bomb
shell. He brought two prominent
Republicans izis his cabinet—
Frank Knox, who had been the

GOP vice presidential candidate
in 1936, to be Secretary of Navy
Stimson, who had
ert Hoover's Secretary
0 be Secretary of War
justification was the growing
threat of Nazi conquest with all of
Europe fallen before Hitler's leg:

ions. But for embittered Repub
licans this was no excuse and
they emitted cries of rage and
frustration audible from coast to

coast

A DEMO VP
Following the same
the Republicans might enlist a
prominent Democrat to run as
vice president with Mr. Eisen
uch a possibility is not

strategy,

hower
being overlooked by those around
the President who believe that

be persuaded to seck
a second term. There would not
be the excuse of a threatening
war. But the continuing strug-
gle with communism and the need
for national unity would provide
a sufficient backdrop for such a
move.

As the Democratic convention
opened. {iree weeks aiter the Re.
publicans met, Roosevelt sent a
message saving he did not

wish” to run it was pe
fectly evident that he was ready
for the “draft” which had been
successfully engineered by tha
ardent New Dealers around him
But his silence, or, rather, by his
skill in evading any definite an-
swer, FDR had played his part
As most commentators noted at
the time, if he had not accepted ha
would have thrown the party into
chaos. In short, the delaying ac-
tion made the third-term nomi-
nation inevitable.

here is no reason to believe
that the strategists around Presi-
dent Eisenhower have taken a leaf
out of the Roosevelt book. Th
do not need to do that. Attor
General Herbert Brownell .Jr,
Thomas E. Stephens, former pres-
idential secretary, James C. Ha
erty, White House press
tary, and the others are as skilled
and as knowledgeable as those in
the group who helped to make tha
renomination of Roosevelt a fore-
gone conclusion before the dele-
gates ever assembled. If Preci
dent Eisenhower is precluded from
running again by his doctor’s or-
ders it will be more difficult to
substitute the personal choice of
the White House. But the strate
egists of ‘38 are working shrewd-
ly and resourcefully toward that
goal

People’s Platform

Santa Claus Forgot
Professional Men

Pittshora

Editors, The News
F THE senator wants to got
away from the New Deal
have to blow that
ashington,” you
ditorial cap
e ded
by saying that

e to blow this nation

d part of the so-called

ree world which has been Santa
Jaused to some $60 billion since
e close of World War [l

and a g

kel ar
way, nothing like
been  see nefore

give in. He taxed the people of his
state to carry its relief loads un-
tii he found that all the other
states had fallen for the Washing:
ton brand of Santa Claus, and
then he gave up and retired from
public life, knowing that the end
of state respect and sovereignty
had come.

to Washington

being an  independent
entity and an indestructible state,
r conceived the states

s great reply to the

compact concept or theory of the
fiion

destroy  the

e 16l led the indis-

ubility of the Union. Leader-

without virility and vision,
reduced the states to virtual
unpotency. This has charaeter-
zed what we have had as lead:
p for the past years. and
Ihere is nothing to be gained by
ssing now. We have sinned
our day of grace,
t I would like to know how
t has happened that lawyers and
<ome other professional men have
looked by the great

Santa Claus, in his
labeled *old-
a am
—JOHN W. HESTER

GOP Holds Hazy Optimism About lke

n he

November the
Republican
jumped at th
was_physic
il November
able to remain in off

on-Yates.

who were presen!

uld be physicall
eaf

Civil Rights Secrecy
HHiino

Those who met in

5
a
3

that if

Hugh Seott's

anti-lynching bill
Roosevelt
man

.
Charlie Diggs, Ni
from Detroit

John Dir
from Detroit

: he Judiciary a
NAACP workers
W. Lee, were ki 5 pe n
getting negroes reg to vole. A and agreed tn stage aerial
Congress- third was seriously wounded the ica_carnival

a Rivalry
fied Army,
extended

between the supposedly unl

Navy and Air Force now has

to the St. Paul Ice Carnival
v daredevils are planning to steal
t from Air For

daredevils at
Jan 9.




