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Mecklenburg: A Cou

HE growing pains of Mecklenburg
County’s government can be soft
pedaled no longer.

The time has come for the county to
rid itself of the guise, and even $ome-
thing of the outlook, of a somnolent rural
community.

Mecklenburg's umclaldom has been
aware of the of

ntry Boy Grew Up

tain traditional county functions, su
Clerk of Court, Register of Deeds ta

facilities for years. But it remained for
the members of the 26th Judicial Bar As-
sociation (formerly Mecklenburg Bar As.
sociation) to present the most thoughtful,
comprehensive plan to correct the situ.
ation.

Their proposal for the erection of “‘a
carefully planned office building de.
signed to house the activities of Meck-
lenburg County and other related mu-
nicipal or state governmental functions
deserves careful consideration

Inadequate. out-dated quarters wastes
the taxpayers' money. It accomplishes
this simply by cutting down on the ef-
ficiency of government and hy making
every governmental function a painful
and, at times, excessively lengthy pro-
cess.

The bar association’s arguments against
piecemeal enlargementis of the present
courthouse have a reasonable ring, too.
For onme thing, the design of the old
building does not lend itself to expansion.

The erection of a modern, functional
office building apart from the main struc-
ture would not mean that the present
courthouse would be abandoned. On the
contrary, it would still be used for cer-

Surpluses: A Preside

HERE was a faint choking noise in

the background yesterday as Mr
Eisenhower's farm message went to the
Congress. The gurgling came from signers
of the 1952 Republican platform which
condemned as a “fraud on both the
farmer and the consumer the Brannan
plan scheme to pay direct subsidies from
the federal treasury in lieu of prices to
producers.” Yet here was the Republican
President elected on that platform pro-
posing that the government pay farmers
to take land out of production, to pay
them in lieu of prices they would re-
ceive by planting the acreage. Even to
the platform-makers, however, Mr. Eisen
hower’s proposals must have sounded
considerably more like salvation than
fraud. The message committed the ad-
ministration to a contest with the Demo-
crats for the pivotal farm vote. While
it restated GOP rejection of rigid price
supports, it armed Republican campaign-
ers with something more substantial-—
politically speaking—than the flexible
supports which as yet have not had time
to prove their value.

Fortunately, the proposals offer real
as well as political, values to formulation
of a sensible farm program. They are
designed to supplement flexible price
supports in whittling down the mountain-
ous food-and-fibre surplus. created by
rigid price supports, that stand between
the farmer and an open market governed
by supply and demand. The more the
-urplm can be reduced and production

Medical Opinion By

. S. News & WorLp RepoRr carried
the inquiring reporter routine be-

yond the bounds of good taste and decent
medical manners when it sent question-
naires fo 444 heart specialists asking
whether President Eisenhower is able to
serve a second term

To the credit of the doctors, it must be
noted that only 275 responded—and quite
a few of these did not answer directly
the questions presented

To begin with, it was a meddlesome
project. Medical ethics being what they
are, it was impertinent of phvsicians to
comment publicly on a case with which
they are not directly concerned

But discounting these rather brazen
overtones and the possibility of political
motives, one might logically question the
value of such “horseback opinions” when
the doctors polled have not examined the

From The Wall Street Journal

GOOD FREND,

T IS so like an old tale to hear that

Shakespeare wasn't the author of his
works that the news is not so tart. But
the Bard would be among the first to
eay the play's the thing, and the sup
porters of Christopher Marlowe believe
they have what may be a palpable hit

It is as strange a story as was ever
dreamt of by Will's philosophy: the
key to it is the hope that,’though gilded
tombs do worms infold, there might also
be some Marlowe evidence found in the
ancient resting place of Sir Thomas Wals-
ingham. A descendant of Walsingham
Major Thomas Marsham-Townsend, has
received permission to open the Walsing-
ham tomb in St. Nicholas Church at
Chislehurst, Kent, to search for docu
mentation proving that Marlowe was
Shakespeare.

Walsingham was a patron of
lowe, and history says that on the eve
of his arrest for treason heresy
Marlowe was murdered in a tavern brawl
But others agree with the theory of Cal-
vin Hoffman, an American author, that

Mar

and

office, Sheriff's Department and Count
Police.

But, as the lawyers pointed out lo
commi yesterday, the present
courthouse was erected some 30 years
ago uhen Mecklenburg's governmental

were still in the ‘“rural
county courthouse” era. The structure

was built in keeping with that era and
designed to take care of the limited gov-
ernmental operations of the times,
Since then there has been a swift
steady expansion of govesnmental func
tions—municipal, county, state and f
eral. There is every reason to believe
that this expansion will continue.
Government agencies located in the
courthouse are already severely hand
capped. The crowding will get worse not
better, unless action is taken soon
A separate. modern office
should be designed not only to
day's needs but the foreseeable needs of
an era of more closely coordinated gm
ernment as well. Specifically, we are re
ferring to consolidation of city and county
government—a goal which need not be
flitting too far in Mecklenburg’s future
The bar association should be com
mended for the thoroughness and the
thoughtfulness of its survey, the result
of several years of study. Its offer of as-
sistance in evolving further plans to
remedy Mecklenburg's governmental
growing pains should be accepted

buile

rve to:

ntial Challenge

can find a place on the open market
the more the cost of price supports can
be reduced. Fertility would be stored i
the soil taken out of production. The
farmers cooperating would receive fi
nancial help to tide them over the ad-
justment period. The reduction of the
surplus would compensate partially for
the payments to the cooperating farmers

The President’s plan has ifs danger
points, too. Farmers could participate in
the program by retiring poor land and
stepping up production on more fertile
acres. The payments—the President pro
posed no concrete figures—might not be
enough to compensate farmers for cul
ting production. Administration of the
plan would create new bureaucracy

However the proposals pan out under
the rigorous examination they will re
ceive in Congress, the intention behind
them must be preserved. That intention
as was the case with the administration's
support of flexible supports, is to fry to
solve the basic problem of farm sur-
pluses. The cry of some Democrats {hat
a return 1o rigid supports is a solution
is so much campaign oratory. Rigid sup.
ports, justified when enacted to stimulate
wardime production, created the surplus
problem in the first place

The President’s message is a challenge
to objectors, and these include hoth
Democrats and Republicans, to come up
with a plan of their own that will att
the problem of surpluses. rather
pile them higher and higher at the,tax
payers’ expense.

ack

Popular Yote

patient nor been supplied with detailed
clinical information about the case

As some particularly conscientious
physicians pointed out, the significance of
a coronary attack, in terms of functional
capacity, depends on many factors and
varies in each individual case

But one doctor who properly declined
to take part in the poll summed up our
feelings exactly

It would be the height of
for me, or any physician, to

presumplion
express

opinion unless I had been in ndal
The President is in excellent hands and
only his persomal physic have any

right to express an opinion. Generaliza
tions about the results of coronary artery
disease are both unwise and unwarranted
In my opinion, your questionnaire is also
unwise and unwarranted. No matter w
the “poll” shows it could mot possibl
have any bearing on any individual case

FORBEARE

another man was murd
rescue Marlowe, that M
on to write kespear:
Walsingham's tomb ma
unpublished plays

The plot is a good
to one the play can

that are here: there are people
who believe that the Earl of Oxford or
Sir Francis Bacon and not Marlowe

Shakespeare, and there are quite
who believe Shakespeare was him

There are some others who
taking the measure r' an anc wr‘
to prove the Bard's
fierce vexation of a dream and H
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deed, will be a ingh

himself ma
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Disgrace Abounding

The Loyalty Of Mr. Taylor

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
nternment camp
g was a fairly dis
which public
man than the
take the hind.

most." A

all minority did the
work of the commaunity. ~The rest
k market, or made

e or simply lost
sandoned hope

were
v Camp along

Britishers —
of a collapsed colonial society
NEW DEAL V

At the dreary little internment
camp discussion group (which
met in & patch of scrub, under
the shelter of the low pines, to
elude Japan brisk
ittle r a rath

wuh

understand
was an expert on
Generalissimo
ation
from the I'S. Tr

Such William Henry Tay
or when one of these reporters
first encountered him in the
grim of 1942 In Stanley

Camp we had had our Commu

nist agents little, black-visaged
1zzie Epstein of the Sorge ring
and his tall, blonde F h mis
,

Pecple’s
Plattorm

Charlotte
Editors, The News

INCE witnessing an illustrated
& presentation of the facts re
rding federal eontrol of

1 gag producers | ame more
than a litile skeptical of state
ments Iy made by two
heads of local gas utility com

panies here in the Carolinas
The_chairmen of Piedmont Nat
ural Gas any and the Pub.
blic Service Company, which op
erate gas distribution systems in
the ( were quoted in
\ulll article of Dec. 20 as saying
removal of federal controls

from natural gas producers
would compel ~“strong”  in
es in natural gas costs to

n.m mission and  distribution

Cholmondeley, who
been very beautiful i
washed. But they
hac escaped very early and with
great hravery. one had to admit
FAIR DEDUCTION

Furthermore, Epstein had tak

two or three more rather i
relevant people with him hence

was a fair deduction that if our
camp harbored another ‘.vm
r of the
conspiracy, he
in their wel

tress, Flsie

wrtant 1 A

Communi
® been included

ayed with the
he America
'S0 when Taylor
reporter's life
ning to
ask for a letter to a loyalty
it was easy to comply with
his request. The reporter wrote
that so far as he knew Mr. Taylor
the proceeding against him was
a disgrace, not to Taylor, but to

overnment of the United

Treasury, For
had been de

nounced. b E h; beth Bent

Jey as a Communist agent. Origie
nally, in an 1‘. A question
ihoul the pe
Treasury docume
Bentley declared (hat

was William Taylor r

at least diluted
to read that she
had H|l|l'| hea an
Gregory Silvermaster that Tajlor

ed, or

was a member of the Commu
nist underground in the U, §. gov-
ermment

Because of Miss Bentley
or was first visited by i
1947. Thereafter was calied
before four successive grand jur-

Tayl
FBI in

uunpdmr. as well as to consum
i

While it Is heartening o see
public utility executives express
ing concern for the consumer,
I question the sincerity of this
interest if their position is based
on a full understanding of the
tacts

When they express fear of in
creased consumers 1
wonder if they are aware that in
the 16 years before federal con
trols were imposed on producers
the cost of gas to household con
umers on @a national average
rose only 7 per cent while the
cost of living skyroeketed 90
per cent during the same period

1 cannot sec why they fear
returning producers to their for

costs to

He made three appearances
congressional committees
McCarthy and once M-
Carran). In the end, in 1953, his
case was taken up by the inter-
national organization's loyal-
'y board
VERDICT AWAITED

He went before this rather spe
ial board because, in 1946, he
ad left the Treasury for a job
the International Monetary
nd. Two successive secretaries
of the Treasury, John Snyder and
(George M. Humphrey, urged the
irector of the fund, Ivar Rooth,
to fire Taylor without further
quibbling. But Dr. Rooth had an
old-fashioned Scandinavian sense
of fairness. He awaited the
board’s verdict

Having begun hearings in the
autumn of 1953, and having
“closed the case” in December
of that year, the loyalty board
rather oddly waited until the
spring of 1955 to hand down its
first verdict, The board then ad-
vised Dr. Rooth that Taylor had
been an active Communist
But in order to convince Dr.
Rooth, the board had to be much
more specific about the charges

was on trial
REHEARING
The hodrd chairman, Heary S

Waldman, of Elizabeth, N. J., ad
mitted as much to one of these
reporters.  Waldman  explained
that the first verdict against 1
or had revealed to Taylor’s coura-
geous lawyer, Byron Scott, what
might be needed to prove Tayl
or's innocence. Taylor immediate-
iy applied for a rehearing. His
request was granted. And now
only a little more than half a
vear after the first terrible ver.
dict that he was an active and

ay

mer status would suddenly cause
them to abandon the pricing pol
icies which so have worked
to the advantage of the con
sumer.

Perhaps the

local utilities
companies are more interested
g the government per
for them an artificial
ntage which they have
n competing with other
g industrial accounts
HARE

There are additionsl reasons
to suspect the sincerity of the
distributors’ position. The facts
which our local utility executives
ienore, ~hm~ that on a national
the producer gets only
u]m\r' a rilmn* of the household
ers gas bill dollar. The rest goes

‘We Play Hot And Sweet’

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASH
et h

ng to Cong

< now propo

Flutly Opposcd

a Com

h the Eisenshower ad

ption to
hat President Eisen

LoeK

—E R
B5e THE WASUNGTD A PasT &

times

atious Communi;
international or

ovalty board has held
s no reasonable doubt” as t
the loyalty of William Henr

or
The courage and fairness of the
loyalty board, in thus admitting
cannot be

its own hideous error

testimony of Miss

started the whole busine: What
about the government prepara
tion of the case against Taylor,
which was a mass of smears

fo the pipelines which trans
port if and to the local gas com
pany for the services they per
form, with the local gas com
ihe lion's share

The Piedmont Natural Gas
Company enjoys an exceptionally
In 1954 the
average Piedmont household ga
consu paid $1.88 for one
of natural
content _of
per eubic

s having a
about 1,000
foot. Of this amount, Piedmont
received SL39 for its local de
Lvery se the pipelines 21
cents for interstate trans
portation service and the balance
of sbout & cents went to pay
the producers for

Thus, out of each
mont cust
gas, the producers received les
than 4 cents
MISDIRECTED

The same article in your news

paper indicated the North
Carolina  Utilities Commission
shares the views of the local

distributing companies. While it
certainly is the responsibility of
the commission to keep an eye
on all factors which determine
the consumer’s gas bill I won
dor if the commission’s interest
in the consumer isn't misdi
rected when it seemingly con
centrates its efforts on the pro
n, er's four cents? I3 the com
sion perfectly satisfied with
ul the factors which make up
fiie remaining 96 per cent of
local gas bills?

I eannot help but feel that the
ole of public watch dog, like
hould begin at home
FRANK 1. WHITEHURST,
State Chairman, Natural Gas &
Oil Resources Committee.

Angry Letters Cancel

Out Mature Comment
Charlotte

FEditors, The News
'\ DU Nlh- ™ an
when y

resirained. reasonab
such as “The Case

nvaluable
service

A mature
the inevitable, Ev
may feel that t
been

blinded 1o b
tions by
ever. every group has its &Iv;n\
of immaturity, it becomes the
duty of a responsible newspaper
to inject a note of ealm logic in
order not to disturb the seeds
of rebellion which lie fallow
(and shallow) among the lunal
fringe. This The News did
mirably in its editorial, and then
nullified completely by prir

patric
“Everyone is a little subversive but thee an
I think even thee .

In The St Louis Post-Dispatch
me, and some-

poison pen letters, by the
ity board's own tinal verdict?
nd what about Attorney Gen-
Herbert Brownell, who had
e responsibility for the prepara-
1 of the government case

rownell publicly denounced

Taylor as a spy on the basis, ap~
parently, of the cheap, trumpeds
up stuff that the loyalty board

now decisively thrown out of
courl. What has he to say now?
These are questions that have to
be answered, if American justice
means anything at all

Interest In Consumer’s Gas Bill Is Misdirected

on the same page a perfect ex-
ample of literary bile so typical
of said fringe—a letter stating
that “the Supreme Court should
te jailed for an un-Christian,
unethical, eriminal act.”

If this letter were the first of
its kind, it would be unwise to
lend it the dignity of a reply.
It is not the first of its kind
r is it the 100th. Scarcely a
es by that doesn't give us
inother sample, each parroting
he last, each containing the
same wordy, meaningless rant-
ng which, by the process of slow
poison, can precipitate an ugly
mess. They also, just incidens
tally, of course, have a ten-
dency to increase newspaper
circulation

It appears o the writer that
the prime duty of an editor is
that of editing. which function
hould include the weeding out
of irresponsible authors who
supply only heat, no light

Of course, the immediate re-
action to this proposition is a
cry of “Censorship!” But isn’t it
stra that the loudest cries
come rr..m those who refuse to
rgrant even the most basic rights
to their fellow man?

—DONALD KOITY

Reserve Choices
Well Summed Up

Charlotte

Editors, The News
YOUR editoril in The Charlote

of Tu December
20 1988 e el presenta-

tion in condensed form of the
provisions of the Reserve Forces
Act of 1953, This editorial gives a
greater understanding of the prob-
lems facing us and of the oppor-
tunities available to young men
who would benefit fram this act
LE: L. WITT
“Captain, 1 S. Army

Recruiting Office

Holiday Greetings
From A Fat Man

CARACAS, Venezuela
Editors, The
a li'\Nw
I used to ca

a long way
send  holiday

e
greetings 1o all
~JACK CONNER

Quote, Unquote

An old maid is a girl who re-
grets she had so much sense when
she was young. — Sparks (Ga.)
Eagle

Letter ToA Tar Heel Congressman
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Too Much Work
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