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Individual Freedom

F\'nn"\u uite disturbing evidence
Y of jeapardy to the freedom of
ndividual. upon wk principle
country nde becoming more
numerous and more worthy of atten
from people outside of government Re
cent instances which have got into pr
were the denial of a commission to

Merchant Marine cadet, an honor
because his mother had been
of the Communist Party. and
Un-American Affairs Committee's inves.
tigation of suspected Communists in the
theatrical world

By the terms
several
Communist Party

a member
House

of the Smith act

years ago

against the
and p
able that hardened party members are
precisely the pirators that the
says they are. It has been proved
for a period before and during W
War II a network of Communist spies
operated within and without the govern
ment, feeding strategic information to

Soiet Russia, and it is not for their skins
that we are concerned, But in the con
stant reaching out for evidence of some
Communist taint among orderly individu-
«, however old the evidence and how-
ever unthreatening the individuals, and
in the derogation of American citizens
for what may have heen no more than
{ndiscretion or silliness or a personal
peeve, we see a menace to the liberties
of us all

In this atmosphere, it is something of
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a shock to go to the ( itution an
\ Sectior e stateme
] L
adherenc ner
] p
[ ted of less on
vert act, or on confession in open
and in the case of the Merchant
Marine cadet where mother had been
a member of the Communist Party

this further clause of the same sectior

of treason shall

wark corruption of blood or forfeiture ex

cept during the life of the person at
od

been, of ¢ourse, no action for

1 in the case of such con

pirat as Alger H whose erime wa

De Nevertheless, procedures by Cor

‘ al committees and other asencies

of the government may do about as

much harm to individual @ sentence

n court, and by that method of reason

ing those agencies should be restrained

by the spirit of the Constitution, as they
would have to be by its lettcr

It is the safeguarding of democratic
institutions and practices that concerns
us more than the protection of individ-

uals, but if it be realized that the two
are part and parcel of each other, then
surely the one cannot be jeopardized
without placing the other in equal
jeopardy. The time has come to n
sure that democracy's guaran' are
still valid

Will Russian Farm Experts Tell All?

vrur Russian newspapers, Pravoa and
Izvestia, turned quite a somersault
during the Big Four conference

They factually reported the speeches
of Western spokesmen, even including
President Fisenhower's reference to
international nism as a force
seeking to subvert lawful governments.

comm

This was a surprising achievement for
Russian journalism, and Western ob.
servers correctly jotted it down as one
angle of the big smile Messrs. Khrushchev

and Bulganin were putting on the face
of Soviel policy. This unaccustomed ob.
fectivity, however, was not a true test

of whether the Communist organs had
®0 1o speak, turned over a new page of
truth to their readers. Neither was the
reversal of policy that permitted them
gossipy coverage of the now famous Mos-
cow picnic at which the Soviet leaders
picked raspberries, went boating, sang
folk songs and generally acted like
human beings, careful all the while to
keep themselves in full view of re-
porters and photographers

The test of whether the Soviet really
dares let its people know what is going
them will come

on in the world out

when the fouring Russian farm experts
who have fust completed an exhaustive
tour of American farms reach home
These men carry in their minds and
notehooks a really big story about Amer
fca that, truthfully told. could give mil
lions of their countrymen in one easy
fnstallment the massive education and
reorientation they sorely need after a
decade of propaganda portraving the
American farmer as an ignorant, starv

Ing tool of Wall Street

The tmption is that any vital com.
parisons of farm life in the two coun
tries will be withheld A worker on a
collective farm. for example, is not Tikely
to learn that his standard of living is
about one-tenth of that of the average
U S farmer, that his scarce farm
machinery is 20 years hehind American
machines in work capacity, or that the

American farmer pays taxes ac
to his earnings and not, as the Rus
does, on a flat percentage that applies

to rich and poor alike

Even if he remains in the dark as fo

the facts of American life rm
experts could supply him, the | n
farmer probably will benefit from the
exchange of the farm delegations b
cause the Russian group by their avid
questions and study of American meth
ods indicated they will apply at home
efficiency principles they observed on
U. S farms from Ohio to California
This benefit Americans will not be
grudge them, but if the exchange of
various delegations is to serve the

larger purpose of understanding between
the two countries, the delegates must he
1o act as eyes and ears for
If they cannot report

permitted
their countrymen

what they see, the Russian
will be little more than i
the hody of American agricultural ex-
perience

Broadening of exchange travel re
mains, as President \hower said. one

of the hrightest hopes toward reduction
of tensions that was promised at Geneva,
but the Soviet yet to demonstrate
that It will permit its delegations to
vital purpose of such a pro-

b
has

Let's See What's Going OnDown In . ..

mut

W L, it's good for the farmer
ters the rationa g city resident
as he fumbles with
and galoshes

Thus he go
his patience prop
eralization, his ir
vague and velvety f
him is meat to the farme

Bravely, he work
avoiding Bermuda violence in the petunia
bed, ears stopped to the incipient mos
quito serenade in clogged-up drains To
the complaining secretary whose dress
was soused by a descending parasol, to
the luncheon date who decided instead
to send out for sandwiches, to the wife
who got to the clothes line too late, our
hero gently chides:

“Well, it's good for the farmer”

Meantime, the rain-blest farmer, buoyed

g f
r

eyes

slogs off to

From The Atlanta Journal

k hucket, sails over the bound-
ng rd main to tend the
It oulder deep in Johnson grass,
he freads a great circle route around his
is. He views the rapid growth
green of be
cockle burr. He sl
lir hay. He observes the choking
e of morning glory around tassel

by his m

L cows,

sar lice
gar lice

jimpson

ng corn. He wonders where under the
carpet of crab grass he planted those
gourds. He sees in the cow pasture a new
stand of hitter weed. At the edge of his
cotton patch, he can almost hear the
damp-loving weevil chewing the squares
and gnawing the bolls. And he thinks

hard about suckers, shoots and second
growth

“It's good for the farmer” it a good
prop for raindired city folks, but it

doesn't always jihe with what's going on
down in Pine Ridge

POLITICAL HAMS ARE HARD TO CURE

ELEVISION may change the style of

future presidential nominating con-
ventions. Democratic Party leaders are
thinking of streamlining their 1956 con-
wvention to suft the fancy of the nation's
TV watchers.

The Democrats have decided that tele-
viewers are bored by long, wearisome
roll call ballots. The proceedings must
be speeded up, or the home spectator
will switch channels.

These endless nominating speeches
will have to be trimmed. The convention
chairman, who savors every syllable for
coast-to-coast reception, will have to be
prodded a bit. The budding committee.
man, trying to make a play for the
people back home, will have to he put
n hie place

And thet familiar suspense killer: “Mr.
"hnrmm.‘ll request the delegation be

polled Something will have to be
done about that, too

The Democratic planners admit the {oh
won't he easy. Political hams are in their
natural habitat on television. When they

are orating or casting a vote for the
record .they are hard to deny

If the Democrals can muzzle the
pomnous speechmakers, more power to
them. But that home spectator is a little
skeptical. He'll keep his hand on that
channel selector just in case

Of course, it will he a wonderful day
when there will no longer be any need
to pay for the armaments load. Still. it's
pretty good bet that mankind, after
aholishing war, will think up something
else just as expensive and silly.—Jack-
soxviLLe Trvse-Unton

Watermelon Time Was The South's Hour Of Maturity

By ALLENE E. THORNBURGH

In The Christian Science Monitor
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on plates to the
Iy formals

es
t

were fest asions when color-
1 le-lit Japanese lanterns

like jewels in the trees
mounds of watermelons
led on rough pine tables, cast a
«oft rosy glow over the scene
Watermelon was the only refresh.
ment, but the fun was varied and

for a nine-years
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the street, delivered
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84th Congress May Set Record For Investigations

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON
more investigat

ammittees than fleas on
cless dog,” said Rep. Ushe

ck (RN.D.) last Febr

Tm RE are

many that he
But a Congressional
doe

was,

be Cos

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
“'IIF\ it comes to decisions that af

fect the economics of the American
people perha { vital quasijud
cial agency in go L is the Federa
Power Commssion

some of
sioners of late have been wined and dine
by lobbyists taken a trip
the coninent at the expense of A gas0
Iobby, and one commissioner has been
guilty of a “conflict of interest” just
as definite s that of ex-Air Force Sec
retary Talbott

At all events, the record shows

pose,
s of Aug the B4th Con

probes

o

of investigating have fol

We're being punis

ot in Washington every summer . ., !

He is Seaborn Digby, a Louisiana Dem
ocrat appointed by Eisenhower with the
enthusiastic approval of
dustry, Before he came

The i ne against

nti ) g the only man
to vote company. Transconti
nental was asking for FPC approval of

te increase based on a new financ
me prepared with the help of
m. The commission voted to
1000 which Transcontinen-

d in its new rate base,
and Dighy did not step asided as is cus

the 84th Con- tary programs, whic
d $,114,133 for 21 investiga in
contrasied with $4 the subject of 24 in

FOCUS SHIFTS
As

mained in the lead in 19
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lotted during a compar- ond place was the gene
d in 1953, Total for both ject of communism and subver
Rird was $8,175- sion. the object of 16 probes in
195 s in 1953

n 1953
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i Jut big

estigation were third place
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record is hel By actual count, } er. the
undertook 23 probes dur- two subje leading isin s
last two years of the Tru- (o probers during the ected inquiries into
Administrati sion of R3rd < and proxy cor

orcement, cor
p mergers, fax
amortization for defense indus
tries, the role of business advis
ory groups and government

sultants employed without
pensat

Bi political impact, how
LY s ered b, robes of
the Dixon-Yales contract and the

o power ¢ was cancelled
SENATE LEADS

The Talbott probe handled
by the Senale Government Oper
ations Permanent Investigations
Subcommittee, formerly headed
by Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy (R

s.) — pointed up anather inter
esting change hetween the 83rd
and Bath Congresses

Under MeCarthy's direction, the

People's

Local Entertainment
Needs Good Critics

Charloite

S A MEMBER of the enfer
t world of Charlotte—
1 feel that the local
press is faling in its somewhat
dubious duty of reviewing local
entertainment

When. on a rare occasion, a
long-hair artist comes to town the
program is apl fo be given some
ohjective attention. The same is

true when our native symphony
plays, but th less objectivity
Other than that the only reviews

1 see are those written hy sy
cated columnists about prozrams
which are very often neither seen

nor heard in Charlotte
Maybe we should feel
that honest, objective revies

what

is not practiced here. b
analysis is 1o show
competition is to bus

busi
™

up initiated most of the Come
during the 83rd
5 ohn

two such 1
were handled by ate e
diciary Internal Se Subcom.
mittee and the House U
can Activities Committe

t or, S

in 1955 started

Another 50
A
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ary Co snd
beommittees, which were
to spend $1.115.136 of
allotted to all Sen-
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all Senate groups

£210.-

736,397
THE LEADER

In the House, the Government
ittee

op wit
probes, led in the number of in.
qu In funds zed, he
ever, it fell $5 short of th
00,000 allolted Lo the Apprapria-

mmittee. All told, House

¢ were authorized fo
5 it had spent
o 54 by June 30

€Q's survey cover s voted
for investiga(ions other than hear
ings on routine legislative mat-
ters. Not included are certain op-
erating funds of Senate and House
Appropriations Committees and
funds used for investigations by
Joint committees.

Platform

It seems to me that a qualified
critic could do much to improve,
or at least make us aware of the
quality of local programs. 1 don't
an that he should act as a
savior of the masses and attempt
to educate people away from their
inherent tastes
T realize it is a large order te
expect a regional newspaper te
employ such a specialist. I notice
that you solve your book review
problem satisfactorily by having
guest contributors who are con-
sidered well informed on the sub-
ject matter. Would this be practi-
cal for entertainment reviews?
—ROB RAIFORD

Quote, Unquote

When you stop to consider it
thinking remains one of the few
things in the world that isn't
taxed, legislated or sold at fancy
prices — it is free for the taking.
— Matteon (L) Journal-Gazetie,

‘Conflict Of Interest’ In PowerBoard

tomary where a former law client is con- direct defiance of federal law which
cerned limits to 50 years
The companies getting these lush
Asked Why bonanzas are: -
Tt e ames Black's Pacific Gas & Elecs
Asked by this write had fol o 'Black has been a guest at Eisen-
IMMISSIONEL  jower's now-confidential dinners, and
a2 member of Secretary Wee Busi-
oling as ness Advisory (c whose ope
1 wouldn il not reveal to the House
ary committee
Aluminum Corporation of America,
100-Year Leases controlled by the Mellon family, whose
Boston Corporation had a vice
Very ly, the new utility-dominated ident inside the Budget Bureau when
power eommission has proceeded to hand Dixon-Yates was being hatched.

out some of the most shocking give- 3 The
aways of the last three years, They in
clude hydroclectric dam sites to private
utilities for s¢ much as 100 years—in

Montana Power Co., formed as

part of the giant Electric Bond & Share

Holding Co., which also helped to spawn
Dizonates. R
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