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Private Schools Idea
Dr. Beverly Lake hoisted
e private schools flag at Asheboro
week frie nds of public education had
ied about a possible major shift in
Raleigh toward abandoning public schools

In firmly rejecting a NAACP demand
for ouster of the assistant attorney Gen-

W

Gov, Hodges failed hv note the
wide difference between e's views
and those of the administration. Next
day the governor conceded the pos-

sibility of abandonment of the schools
and further opened the area of suspicion
about his own position, Then the usually
reliable Associated Press compounded the
confusion with a story erroneously put-
ting Mr. Hodges and State Superinten.
dent of Public Instruction Charles F. Car-
oll at loggerheads on the school question.

Finally the air has been cleared. Gov.
Hodges in a speech at Lincolnton Tuesday
put the private schools idea and the
state’s position back into clear focus. He
said this

Since the first segregation decision
was handed down in May, 1954, other
southern states have been considering

and discussing the possibility of operating
schools through private eorporations leas
ing state-owned buildings, although it has
not been previously suggested for North
Carolina. Proposals of this kind assume
the abandonment of our public school
system, and even if they have legal va-
lidity—a matter about which I am in.
formed there is considerable difference
of opinion—I do not believe we are yet
at a point where we must seriously con-
sider such proposals. The abandonment
of our public school system is a course
of action which is and has always been
available as @ last resort (his italies) if
it should be decided that that is a proper
step to take.

“It has been our hope that a way
could be found to preserve our public
schools within our southern tradition
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Charlotte has a pressing need today
for more manufacturing to
share the ad valorem tax burden i

point

all well and good to

f ad valorem revenue i aclories
It is all very well to point to Charlotte's
relatively high per capita income ( $2,166
higher than any of the citles mentioned
above except Houston and Louisville )
But the income taxes paid state and fed-

eral governments do not ease the im
mediate problems of City Hall's budg
eleers.

Charlotte cannot grow properly in all
of its phases unless its industrial founda:
tion keeps pace. The formula is quite
simple—more factories, more work, more
jobs, more population, wider division of

the tax bill. And this also means the op.
portunity for a healthier, happier, better
paid, more attractive community

Clearly, Charlotte’s builders of tomor-
row have their work cut out for them

Put Into Focus

Our school system is the product of the
work, the hopes, and the dream
eral generations of devoted North l'mn—
linians; it represents an investment of
over $400 million: it touches the lives ﬂr
approximately 30,000 school teacher

s of

around one million schoal children. We
have, therefore, in North Carolina, pro-
ceeded with caution because, after all,

there is so much at stake.

“We in North Carolina have remained
calm and restrained during this extreme-
ly difficult period, and I believe the ex-
planation of this calmness lies in the fact
that we have approached our problems
not as two races, antagonistic fo each
other, but as one citizenry determined to
do what is best for both races. If we ¢
keep this attitude we will come throug
this situation with our public school sys-
tem intact, It is my intention to expend
every effort [ am capable of toward see-
ing that this happens

That is a statement worthy of a North
Carolinian who remembers the sweat,
toil and money that built our public
schools, and can see past the day to day
bickerings and anger into the
ing future educational needs of Tar Heel
youth

It is a closely reasoned view thal appar-
ently takes into account these vital f
tors
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A determination that extremes are to
be avoided

And, finally, the deep devotion of

North Carolinians to the public schools

Perle Flees While Friends Flinch

DERLE MESTA'S precipitate flight from
a Saigon hotel which was being gent-
ly disintegrated by ax-wielding students
is a grave disappointment. It just doesn't
sound like
Flight one would expect from an aver
age woman who found a mob breaking
down the doors of her hotel suite, hut
heretofore nobody has ever been able to
Mrs. Mesta average and get away
with it
She's been

call

giving the biggest, the

brightest, the most unusual parties in

Washington for years. And when Mr.
ruman named her minister to Luxem.

e became a sort of diplomatic

w other countries can afford

-r views on world problems were far

common. Returning from a tour
behind the Iron Curtain she made the
provocative observation that the Baku
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While there is no proof that these in
sights largely influenced the
world events, they solidified
position as a dissembler par ex

But her friends—and we doubt if she
has any ¢ s—flinch in shame to re
where she faced the mob with such a
trite phrase as: “No! We are your friends
We are Americans”

Couldn’t she have thrown out her arms
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one God and the equal brother.
Written For The Charlotte News
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