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ALMOST HALF OF COVER GONE

Storm Rips Up Coliseum Roof

Wear Ago

Are Blamed

Building Escapes Structural Injury;
l'otal Damage Estimated At $10,000
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By ROY COVINGTON
Observer Staft Writer
Almost half of the Charlotte Coliseum's
cover was stripped off Sunday by a caprici
wind storm
Great sheets of shi; uminum were peeled eoff the
eastern side of the world's largest unsupported dome and
dropped into twisted, crumpled masses around the base of
the circular entertainment center.

glistening roof
s thunder and

Eyewitnesses said the Coliseum was sheared of much
of its crowning glory about 1:45 p.m. when ripped by a
severe blast of wind and rai

“It (the roof) looked like it was just folding back,” said
Mrs. James W. Burnette.

Architect A. G. Odell, designer of the unique structure
that has become a Piedmont showplace, said that three-eights
of the roof covering was torn away

However, there was no structural damage to the build-
ing. Leakage from rain was minor and did no harm to ex-
pensive electrical installations

Odell estimated roof damage would approximate $40,-
000. 'The amount is covered by insurance, he added.

There were no injuries. Watghm ames Stone who
was the only person inside the building said a crew had
completed setting up a ring for Monday night's wrestling
match and had gone before the storm struck.
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