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Tomorrow: Big Tools For Big Chores

N APPROVING $13838.000 in bond
issues yesterday, Charlotteans pro-

vided many of the big tools needed to
build a better community

The choice was made for progress

Although the vote was discouragingly
light, we believe the result clearly re-
flected the sincere wishes of most Char-
Iotteans.

The new City Councll—with six old
faces and a welcome newcomer, Mrs
Martha Evans—now faces the responsibil-
ity of translating the public will into ac-
tion. This should be done without need-

less delay.
But the chore of the Council is even
greater. 4
Charlotte a rapidly growing eity.

Sometimes it is like a giant stumbling
over its own feet. As it expands it needs
more coordination attention to
growing pains, betfer solutions to the
problems that come with

The Council is both the nerve center
and the sounding board for these prob-
lems,

In the years to come, it will have to

more

be more sensitive, to them and more re-
sourceful than ever before

Tt has been the fashion in many quar-
ters to sneer at America’s “cult of big-
ness.” But higness is sometimes unavoid-
able and there is nothing wrong with
bigness per se. Some fields reauire opera-
tions on a large scale and big answers
to big problems. Charlotte is one of them.
Great cities like Charlotte are not run
by little ideas or restricted vision

The challenge confronting the new
Council is great

It gets greater every day.

e
Comnarison
I CIVIC consciousness and political

vitality, Gastonia put Charlotte to
shame yesterday

Out of 11,047 elizible voters in . the
neighboring city. 9.478 exercissd their
franchise. It was a turnout of 86.1 per
cent

Charlotte, with approximately 60.000
eligible voters, could coax only 11473
1o the polls. It was a disgraceful showing.

Poison Pens As Political Weapons

MONG the more aromatic leftovers

from the political campaign isa small
stack of slang-whanging “hate” letters ad-
dressed to PropLE's PLATFORM,

All are unsigned

All aim verbal mudballs at specific
candidates.

All were written for pretended reasons
of publie virtue.

Some of these anonymous epistles,
after giving one candidate a good work-
ing over, branch out in sweeping assaults

on whole social, religous and racial
groups.

Iv vile offerin demns
“all Jews," “all Catholics,” “the labor

unions” and then winds up passionately
with a word about “‘the American way of
life.” Says the poison-pen specialist: The
principles laid down by our forefathers

must be sustained and upheld if we are
to remain a great nation.”

The last observation is true enough
But there is no recognizable connection
between this anonymous letter writer’s
techniques and “the principles laid down
by our forfathers™

This is the old game of what Al Smith
used to call “Venom and Applesauce."

But there is real spiritual and moral
danger in anonvmous rancor and abusive-
ness if it spreads. And there seems to be
an unusually large amount of this sort of
poison-pen billingsgate being circulated
today.

Actually, such tactics accomplish- little
A momentary clamor may be raised to
gain some transient and ignoble triumph.
But only in forthright, honest, open-and-
above-hoard appeals to truth is it possible
to achieve victories which are perdurable.

Dixie Rules The Literary Roost

T LEAST once a year U. §. critics
LA work themselves into a well-bred
frenzy about Dixie’s contributions to
American literature. There is much cluck-
ing of dismay over the offerings of other
regions and much pointing with pride to
1he uglv Confederate duckling who grew
i a highly artistic, highly marketable
swan

They are at it again today.

The newest belletristic talkeathons stem
from Monday's announcement that two
1955 Pulitizer Prizes for literature have
gone to Mississippians.

William Faulkner won
novel, A Fasre

Tennessee Williams won the other for
his new play, Car Ox A HoT Tiv Roor.
The Soutd. of course, has nothing up
s sleeve, Nor is there anything in Dixie's
air or water to turn artifice into art
Id get the idea
is the sole de-
e region’s success-

one for his

ful writers
Actually, in the final analysis, the pri-
mary elements are the personal mind and

Kemp D. Battle In The Daily Tar Heel

THE BATTLE OF

l\ IE spring of 1909, the university
community was clandestinely invaded

bvas force from the Durham
chapter of that profession w! by the
time of Mary Magdalene, was alreadv an-

These busines
planned with homes of a brisk
fi t bodv. The
seale, but their
ness of man-

cient it venerable

They er. badly r-esti
mated the v the response of the
campus leaders. who were not only strict

bu

itv for their weaker brothers. The presi:
dent of the YMCA wasa lad small in
tature but destined for greatness. When
reports of the shocking traffic reached
his ears, he assumed the Jeadership for

whi d age and

he w

character. and org squad of com.
mandos determined to end the business

Came a Saturdaveni; with a tip-oft
to the Vi fa

the guardians of law
toward the enemy
surrounded them. A pistol fired in
air threw the customers into hea
flight, and the attackers rushed forw
and actually captured two bedraggled
and frightened daughters of Eve and of
sin

A strange procession wended its way
through the woods and brush over
ditches, on to the campus, and 5o to the
office of Squire Barbee, the local mag

rate, whose temple of
alongside the yard of the
church. Before midnight the Squire
here, as was Judge MacRae, dean of the
w school, ejpecially requested by P

character of the writers themselves. But
while the South merely provides the cul-
tural vineyards for the writer to toil in,
these vineyards are colorful  and emo-
tionally stimulating.

The South, as W. J. Cash once wrote,
is “an extravagant and vivid and even
more-than-life-sized land.”

More than any other part of America,

it has experienced violent emotions,
great ordeals, multiple triumphs and
tracedies,

The atmosphere, texture, color and
flavor of the South naturally invaded the
writer's sphere of feeling. He could not
help becoming absorbed in the region’s
fierce images. And these images stirred
his imagination and encouraged his
hetic growth. They were apparent
even when he was writing about other
recions, other lands, other people.

So long as people want to explore the
truth about themselves, great literature
will be written. Perhaps there has simply
been more to explore in the South and
a greater curiosity on the part of south-
ern writers,

CEMETERY RIDGE

dent Venable to prosecute on behalf of
the university.

Meanwhile the news had spread and
hundreds of students, attracted by the
excitement and vibrant with an under-
standable curlosity, were there, too. Per-
hans a score could crowd into the small
building. The rest filled Franklin St. from
side to side and listened with unre-
strained enthusiasm to the testimony of
the witnesses, relayed to them bv the
shouts of those occunving points of van-
tage in door and dow. The evidence
was hoth specific and convincing. A judg-
ment of quilty of vagrancy was soon pro-
nounced by the Squire and a waiting con-
veyance. with its woe-begone passengers,
was on its way to the county jail in Hills-
boro.

And so the second Battle of Ceme-
terv Ridge took its honored place in his.
tory.

“You know." said the back-fence gossip
to her neighbor, “I wouldn't say anything
about Evelyn unless T could say some-
thing good. And oh. brother, is this
good "—LaMAR (Mo.) DEMOCRAT

“It is impossible to invent a new sin,”
says a minister. And such a pity it i
the old ones have become so boresome.—
Jacksox (Miss.) State TiMes

Pome In Which Is Offered A Slant
People Who Haven't Been
ly Right By Others:

s with a sense of guilt
Load their conscience to the hilt
—ATLANTA JOURNAL

telling his mother
Mother,” he

was
y in school

¢ y brothers or sisters, and 1

d her I was the only child" “And
W did she say?” asked his mother
She i, ‘Thank Goodness!' "—Rocky
M EERAM

Dixie’s Literary Stable includes (L. to r.) William Faulkner, Tennessee Williams, Paul Green, Randall Jarrell, Eudora Welty.

Why Does The South Dominate American Literature?

By J. DONALD ADAMS
In The New York Times

ITH its current issue, the Vir-

ginia Quarterly Review cele-
brates its 30th anniversary. That
is not a venerable age, even for
an American magazine, but its
span embraces a remarkable pe-
riod in American writing — a pe-
riod in which the Virginia Quar-
terly has played a distinguished
and effective part, Naturally it
has given particular attention to
southern writing, but iftu concern
has not been narrowly section:
it has lived up to its subtitle,
National Journal of Literature &
Discussion."

Quite properly, the current is-
sue contains an article dealing
with one of the most striking lit-
erary facts of those thirty years
the steady and rapid increase of
the South’s contribution to Ameri-
can writing. So marked has this
contribution been that for some
years past it has overshadowed
that of any other region. If you
doubt the fact, recall the names,
and then try to match them with
a similar list from any other sec-
tion of the country.

With two or three exceptions,
these names have emerged dur.
ing the Virginia Quarterly’s life-
time. They include Ellen Glas-
gow, James Branch Cahbell
Stark Young, Elizabeth Madox
Roberts, William Alexander Per-
cy, John Crowe Ransom, Donald
idson, Paul Green, Katherine
Anne Porter, William Faulkner,
Margaret Mitchell, Allen Tate,
Thomas Wolfe, Merrill Moore,
Erskine Caldwell, Robert Penn
Warren, Jesse Stuart, FEudora
Welty, Randall Jarrell, Carson
McCuilers, Truman Capote, Cal-
der Willingham, Tennessee Wil-
liams. That is not a complete list
but I doubt whether New England
at its literary crest, ov later, the
Midwest, produced as many di-
versified talents as these. They
did produce some which were
greater or equal, but on the nu
merical level the South wins in
a walk
EXIT AN OLD ORDER

How to account for this literary
flowering of the South? In his ar-
ticle for the Virginia Quarterly,
Randall Stewart offers some ex-
planations; The Times (London
Literay Supplement, in its recent

survey of American literature, of-
fered some others. There have
been still others, and there will
be more.

Mr. Stewart begins by remark-'
ing that although no one knows
what brought about the southern
revival, it has at least one thing
in common with similar occur-

bethan ferm
New E
of the
“in the presence of
change, the twilight of an old or-
der.”
AN ABUSED WORD

Let me intes here that the
word “renascence,” in articles of
this kind, has been much abused
Before the present movement in
the South began, there had never
been any considerable centering
of literary activity in that region
neither had there been one in the
Middle West, before the emer-
gence of Edgar Lee Masters, Carl
Sandburg and the others who fo.
cused attention upon Chicago and
its surrounding territory. Any up.
surge of creativity has become a
repnascence, no matter how

nal
ner

‘These Have Been Very Trying Days, Francois’

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
first Puerto
governor of
Puerto Rico, and the best governor the
island has ever known, was conferring
enhower regarding Va
Among
things he doesn’t want too high a min
imum wage fixed for Puerto Rico and
average
the island—58 cents an hour
—is higher than the minimum wage in

Luis Munoz Marin,

GOV
? Rican ever elected

with President Ei
rious Caribbean problems

pointed out that the present

wage in

England, France and Italy.

He also urged President Eisenhower

rnor, a little ruefully, doubtless hav.
to help set up a Caribbean commission OV Ve By
inaluding . every Briish,  Dutch and Ing in his mind the occasion when the

French possession in the Caribbean as
well as Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is

lands, in order to secure better

and economic cooperation in that area

Nationalist Gunmen

The President was sympathetic to both
During the conference they got
the Puerto Rican na
tionalists who had attempted to assass
Truman and had

ideas.
to talking about

nate President
congressmen

a8 driving through Ndw

dreary the eultural history of the
region involved.

The fact which Mr. Stewart
notes is interesting, but he is wise
not to attach too much import-
ance fo it. As he observes, many
ages have witnessed great alter.
ations without producing a liter-
ary genius. New England in
time has been undergoing severe
alterations, but at the present mo-
ment it is producing less lite
ture of note than any other sec-
tion of the country
SELF-RELIANCE

Whatever the causes of the
southern upsurge, they go deeper
than the fact of change. Mr. Stew-
art observes that the southern
writers have heen more self-re-
liant than were those of the Mid-
dle West — a rather shaky propo-
sition, it seems to me. Sherwood
Anderson, and before him How-
ells and Hamlin Garland, may
have been overly sensitive to
the modes and judgments of the
eastern states,”. but I certainly
would not includle in that catego-
ry Mark Twain, as Mr. Stewart
does, or after him, Sandburg or
Masters. It is true, as Mr. Stew-
art notes, that for the most part

Bumbling Diplomacy

the southern writers have pre-
ferred to stay at ey
were not numbered among the
expatriates and, in the main, they
have forsworn New York. They
have on the whole, preserved a
closer identification with their
roots than have the writers of oth-
er regions, and out of that fact, T
believe, comes some of their

vitalit

In line with this observation
is the comment of the Times Lit.
erary lement ta the effect
that the South was more self-con-
sciously than the North a land.
New land, this article sug-
gested, was “in essence an idea

or a battleground of ideas.” Thera
iestion, 1 think, that this
te attachment, this iden-

th the physical chare
acteristics and the people of their
region has been of inestimabla
help to the southern writer,

A bigger factor than any. per-
haps, has been the South’s mood
of self-examination, ils question-
ing of its history. More than any
other region, it has experienced
ordeal. It has had to prebe deep-
er into its heritage than the rest
of us

tification

‘Reappraisal’ Is Unavoidable

By WALTER

NEW YORK

JHEN, as in the affair of the
two differing replies to

Chou’s statement about Formosa,
a mistake has been made, has

been admitted, and has been cor-
rected, the ordinary and sporting
But

thing to do is to forget it
both in Europe and in
are being drawn into va:
intricate diplomatic activity. The
mistake made in the State De-
partment a week ago last Satur-
day—when the President was
away on his farm and the secre-
tary was away on hi and—
was very disturbing indeed. F
showed that on a matter of gre
consequence the Department had
not been instructed and did not
know what was in the secret
mind. Needless to
acy cannot be if the
State Department and the foreign
service have to act not on clear
instructions but on their own as.
sumptions, as they did that Sat
urday morning, about what are
the secretary's purposes and pol-
icies.
DIRECTION NEEDED

The problems are enormously
complicated and they are very
much inter-related. They demand
coherent and consistent direction
from the center, from Washinztan
President Eisenhower is not a
Roosevelt or a Wilson who means
to be his own secretary of state.
Under Eisenhower. the
global complexity

an ;
of our affairs,
the office of secretary of state
cannot be left vacant most of the
time. There has to be someone
of the highest authority in Wash-
ington who is in continual and
nd of all the dip!
I have heard a
in oreign service
he wished the air

least the secretary’s

or at 1
plane, had never been invented

The character of the
lems whic

prob.
we shall now be deal-
ing with requires a deep reap-
praisal in Washington of some of
the basic conceptions of our post-
war diplomacy. We are being
drawn into momentous negotia-
tions, and it is only too painfully
obvious that both in Europe and

in Asia the Communist powers
have the diplomatic initiative.
Why? Is it because they are

stronger than we are or that they
are cleverer than we are? Not in

LIPPMANN

my book. They are certainly
stronger than we are — be
the standard of war and of ulti-
mate military power or by the
peace-time standard of

o making NATO a goin
we need not think that
fallible or pretern

ally clev-

trouble, in my view that
we have never adapted the great
conceptions of our fo
to the revol
which have
viet Union's ac
clear weapons
of our

Commu

RED INITIATIVE
Moscow and Peiping
the initiative because they have
made their own, and are using
their own interests, the palicy
h all the non-atomie
drawn by the
r own helplessness in
h nuclear weapons. Our

w have

posture of defiance, is incompat-
ible with the realities of nuclear
s become a  di-
omel Blimp and it

i the great
to Germany
re

Japan
ow far

hich prevail i
Bit the reappraisal of our
however agonizing
avoidable
ill not have
to be done entirely the hard way,
by bitter experience as in Saigon
al this moment, but that it will
be done by lucid and eandid lead.
ership from the top.

fress
current  ideas,
it may be for us

Let us hope that it

Quote, Unquote

Demands for federal subsidies
are spreading to the point where
it seems Americans are trying to
make a living taking in each other's
Washington. — Christian Science
Monitor.

Eisenhower Jokes About Assassins

was the headquarters
Rican nationalists.

“That must’ have been
plied Gov

other are in jail.”
“I don't see why they
to shoot me”

independence.
should shoot, not me

year 2go.
ura]

Here's the inside

remarked the President, “when a friend
pointed out & building which he said
of the

re
Munoz, “because all I know

continued Eisenhower
jokingly. “I have announced that 1 was
for independence if Puerto Rico wants
You're the man they

“They've already tried" replied the
nationalists stormed his home about a

Behind Formosa Switch
story
State Department issued a statement one

Herbert Hoover
Puerto  ment

the jail the phone.

should want
Later,

sitive to_public

it to Ike.

Second, the State Department received
a four-page confidential cablegram from
Premier Mohammed Ali of Pakistan, who A}
visited this count

of how the

friend of the U

day that the USA would not discuss a

shek

i- shek.
shot

This was not a minor snafu
trated by a minor State Department of.
York ficial. Nor was it

cease-fire with Red China without Chiang
K then three days later said we
d discuss a cease fire without Chiang At the

entirely the, fault of

perpe- lai
rival leaders of
India

of state who originated the
He phoned a copy to Gettys!
talked to the President about an hour on

George's Ovation

two things happened
Sen. George of Georgia got a tremendous
ovation when he told the American So-
ciety of Newspaper Editors
should talk to the Red Chinese about
peace no matter what the circumstances
White House staff members, always sen-

Impressed by the ovation, they reported

Ali Vs. Nehru

Bandung Conference
China's tough-talking Premier Chou En.
had two conferences with the

now are Pakistan and

Jr., the undersecretary
irst ¢

Asia
With

First,

that we

opinion, were present. cording

According to
ate: ports of U. S. dipl
idealistic Premier Nehr
Nehru tried to be the
but got cold-shouldered

hammed Ali of
cooperative. Perhaps he was deliberately
wooing the more belligerent
American Moslem nation; playing it off
against passive, neutral Hindu India.

Chou’s Deal

Anyway he told Mohammed Ali, ac-

Dulles, that Red China

the secret cabled re.
lomats, Chou's talk with
was a flop,
peacemaker of

Nehru's rival

Pakista

Premier Mo-
n, Chou was more

more pro-

to the four-page cable Ali sent
wants the two

offshore islands of Quemoy and Matsu

lagt year, is 2 good

Red

two
what was once British

india of Sen.

as the price for a cease-fire in the For-
mosa  Strait.
also reported he was convinced
Red China really wants to end the For-
mosa crisis

It was after the receipt
page cable froma Premier Mohammed Ali
that Dulles advised Ike that the crigi
nal FEisenhower policy of insisting that
Chiang Kaishek sit in on any cease-fire
talks be reversed—regardless of the ire

of this four.

Knowland of California. )
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