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The 1955 Legislature In Retrospect:
Clanking Gears In The Powerhouse

nbly was long
on accomplish-

HE 1955 General As
on pageantry, short

ment
For nearly five months, it was a pow-
erhouse of clanking gears. Vast and

essential chores wwere left undone. Wear}-
gome or ludicrous minutiae often re-
ceived attention far beyond what was
necessary.

This is not to say that nothing of im-
portance was dome in Raleigh or that
the legislature’s record was all cloudy
Certainly, the body deserves some gold
stars. But too often, the effectiveness and
ritv of individual lawmakers were
the group Too often, worthy
tion perished because of clashing
ism and political bugaboos. Al
. the General Asembly failed to
with some of the most
socio-economic  problems  of

important

the day

Specifically, legislators vielded to the
pressure of lobbyists in shaping its tax
program and studiowly avoided some
of the more logical sources of new reve-
nue—luxuries like tobacco. for instance.
1t yielded to the fears of Black Belt
legislators and adonted an unnecessarily
blunt “nolicy” resolution on  segregation
before it knew exactly what the decrees
imolementing the Suoreme Court's 1954
decision would be like. Furthermore, it
generally ignored the governmental re-

forms suggested during the session by
the govermor and others
w ok

ORE important, perhaps, the 1955

UYL General Assembly refused fo obey
the constitution  regarding redistrict:
ing and reapportionment of legis.
lators. Thus, powulous counties like
Macklenbure are still deprived of their
fair share of represeniation in Raleigh’s
lecislative halls.

In addition, the highhanded and thor-
ourhly nndemocratic secrecy rtule was
extended to all le=islative committees by
1955 lawmakers. Tn all fairness, it must
be mentioned that this broad power to
hold execufive sessions was rarely in-
voked (see “The Hushed Halls Of
Raleieh” by Staff Writer Julian Scheer
elsewhere on this pige). The prece-

dent, however, is mo less dangerous
The refus the legislature to enact

2 State m wage law was another

disturbing high'i<ht of the session

actionary foes of the old
were arain sful. A
backed bv Gov.
mittee two vears ago

Another notable failure was recorded
when lecislators shouted down efforts to
refarm the much-abused absentee ballot
syetem in North Carolina

The same harsh treatment was given
Ren. Clvde Shreve's bills to let Tar Heels
vote on constitutional amendments au-
therizing more home rule. As a result,
the legislature must continue to waste
its time on hundreds of purely local

similar bill
Umstead—died in com-

problems which should be handled by
back-home coverning hodies
A conscientions atempt o reform

North Carolina’s antiqe justice of the

peace system was hacked to death by
exemption amendments.

Furthermore, the legislature failed to
provide a state urban redevelopment law
strong enough to enable cities to con-
demn and redevelop blighted areas, failed
to enact an automobile inspection law
to promote greater safety on Tar Heel
highways, failed to establish a withhold-
ing system for the collection of state
income taxes, failed to meet fully the
state’s needs for a better primary road
system.

e

N THE other side of the ledger. the

General Assembly’s achievements
wore modest
Perhaps the most important bill to
emerge in 1955 provided for judicial
redistricting 1t was designed to help

counties with congested dockets—like
Mecklenburg. This county won an extra
judge under the new setup.

Legislators also rewrote the state's cor-
poration laws but the changes will not
take effect until July 1, 1957—giving
time for further adjustments.

The legislature failed to adopt an
adequate and effective water confrol
bill but it did take several steps in the
nroper direction—extension of the State
Water Board's authority. anti-pollution
laws for three rivers. legislation
mitting separate municipalities to co-
operate in securing a water supply

Prisons were not severed from the
State Highway Department—as they
should be—but at least ground was bro-
ken for such a move later.

The new school law—turning punil
assignment authority over to local school
boards—was not as extreme as it mioht
have  heen, considering the seeregation
attitudes of some Tar Heel leciclators

Fortunately, some obviously bad bills
were heaten down—like fhe one to re
strict the use of the whammy—but only
after long and bitter debates

Mecklenburg County received author-
ization for the small claims court it needs
—a major achievement on the local leg:
islative front

Charlotte won approval for some minor
tax collection procedures and perimeter
roning-subdivision control legislation

But a number of legislative requests
from city and county governing bodies
were overlooked or ignored

e

7O ONE expected the General Assem-
bly to play the role of Goorae
to encage all of the dragons in deadlv
combat and to come un with a clearcut
victory over every problem in sizht

But the 1955 legislature could have
accomplished more, we belleve, with
firmer leadership, less hollow bickering,
fewer examples of shortsighted section-
alism. Legislative chambers are not
shaped solely for The Great Harangue.
They are designed for decision-making
not demadoguery. Ideally, the General
Assembly is a team working in the pub-
lie interest. In the teamwork dept, the
1955 lesislature suffered its greatest
shortcoming.

A Country Full Of Radicals

TS A wondrous thing how big men
flee from little words
The little word “radical,” it seems. is
a real ogre. to politicians in particular.
They treat the word like it wears a long
black beard, carries 2 homb in a satchel
and reads the Darry WorkER. They fling

it at their enemies and run like rabbits
18 back

other day tossed

rters of the Eisen:

iction program

¢ routes outside

er ne an au

The Tar Heel

Democrats opnos

onservatives and the
the radicals” True
the senator
conservative”

called a “
f he favored the bill

The truth is, we've ot a country full
of radicals. Some of them are Eisen-
hower, McCarthy. Truman. Warren,
Byrne: and Sen

suld  Flethert Hor

rembered
was Washineton
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DAVY CROCKFTT

HE more we hear ahout Davy (
the m

ott

is
said to thF’(n fates
Tennessee, North Carolina and Franklin
—thus beftering the record of Andrew
Jackson who was born in only two.

We have conclu
evidence, that Mr
at all. No birth rf"hu;

ded, on the historical
Crockett £

copy. No
one. No home ¢
tax receipts. No hunting m'me

The events of }
lp,‘v-nn'-r\ cha aunr
He 2 bir when |
AR lost bs marmy in
He is known as ‘king of W
frontler,” but there is no record of his
eoronation. He is said fo ‘a\v served
several terms in Congres. But plenty of

“In polities,” Webster defines radical,
“one who advocates sweeping changes-in
laws and methods of government with the
least delay.

Radicals Byrnes and Talmadee would
sweepingly abolish public school systems
in their states if the segregation decision
of the radical Warren is enforced. Radi-

1 Hoover. his friends often argue, tried
and failed to get from a Democratic
Congress the swoening changes in law
that the radical Roosevelt later
through. And the radical MeCarthv
wanted to make black mean white, good
mean evil. and evil good

And only recently our radical Sen
Ervin, who did such a good job ¢ 4
the radical MeCarthy. put forth the
sweeping suggestion that tl upreme

Court promise of equal ijustice for all
be chipped away from the marble halls
of the fustices

Our own radical suggestion is that
this good word be refired from the arse-

nal of volitical weavons and given the
honor that it deserves. Somedav the
world may find veace and we want a
good. clean. smiling word fo describe
that state of affairs. a word like radical
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A New Look At Secrecy

The Hushed Halls Of Raleigh

By JULIAN SCHEER

Charlotte News Staff Writer

DAY the 1955 version of an
old game, Tar Heels Torture,
ends.

The current General Assembly,
an august body of well mean-
ing gentlemen shackled with a
frighteRing financial situation, ac-
complished little more than a jug-
gling of taxes and a balancing
of a proposed two-year budget

That, plus the -
ing misunderstanding

suitable meeting places. Standing
committees and  subcommittees
thereof shall permit other mem-
bers of the General Assembly,
the press, and the general public
to attend all sessions of said com-
mittees or subcommittees: Pro-
vided, however, that the chair
man or other presiding officer

shall have general direction of

b of eng the meeting place of the com-
mittee or. subcommittee and, in
d case of any disturbance or dis

nd the most L
North Carolina story of 1955 was
secrecy
HUE AND CRY

Four months ago the editorial
pages of the stale’s newspapers
ran outraged cries of indigna-
tion over so-called “'secrecy bills.”

Among them was The News
which took the stand that secrecy
cold not be condoned, the people
had the right to know whal their
lawmakers were doing and think-
ing. and that a principle was be-
ing violated. However, it was also
The News which questioned just
how much secrecy was being or
would be cmployed in Raleigh by
members of the General Assem

er is apparent
little or

The News submitted a question.
naire to the chairman of each
standing committee in both the
House and the Senate

Of 73 questionnaires mailed,
there were 40 chairmen who an-
swered. Among these were chair-
men of such vital committees as
finance, appropriations, judiciary
and others.

The answers were uniform in
ane respect: they all showed open
meelings, meetings open to the
public and the press.

The answers. however, did not
tell all of the story
THE BACKGROUND

A history of secrecy in Raleigh
must go back to the session
The infamous “Secrecy Bill" in
that gession allowed closed meet-
ings for finance and appropria-
tion committees.

At the start of the 1955 General
Assembly there was a

This was accomplished but imme-
diately a substitute Semate and
House rule was writtea and
passed. Theoretically it called for
even more sweeping secrecy
measures

In Section 5313 of the rules of
the House, there is this stand-
ing rule

“Standing committees and sub-
committees shall be furnished with

orderly conduct therein, or if the
peace, good order, and proper
conduct of the legislative bu
ness is hindered by any individ-
ual or individuals, said chairman
or presiding officer shall have
power to exclude from the session
any individual or individuals so
hindering legislative business or, if
necessary, to order the meeting
place cleared of all persons not
members of the committee or sub-
committee. Provided further, that
upon the affirmative vote of a
majority of the members of any
standing committee or subcom-
mittee executive sessions may be
held, bui in no event shall final
action be taken in executive
sion

The News survey was a check
of standing committees, It did not
poll chairmen of subcommitiees
which are appointed for specific
periods of time or change fre
quently.

STANDING COMMITTEES

Chairmen of standing .commit-
tees reported 100 per cent open
sessions, thus shattering the de-
lusion of a closed-door session of
the General Assembly.
However, there were violations
in Raleigh.

Some subcommittees met in se-
cret, it is understeod, and some
met informally in locations inac-
cessible to the press and public.
However, there was the cincher
on the end of Section 53': which
stated that no final action could
be taken in secret,

There was another “gag’’ used
Some groups met and invited in
the press. After the session got
underway the press was notified
that they could remain, could re-
cord arguments pro and con but
could not report the names of the

legislators making the statements,

Some preferred  to
skip the gether and
to rely o es around

the capitol who m\lfi and would

ml\ ll‘cm whe said what.

number of committee
n‘fs“mﬁ is staggering. Judiciary
committees met two or three

times weekly, appropriations and
finance met several times a week
and even such committees as wild-
life resources, insurance and oth.
ers met nearly as often.
THE NEWS NOSE

There is little question that
much of the secrecy business in
Taleigh was sparked by the atti-
newsmen covering the
say a number of

tude of
Staie Capitol,
legislators.
Rep. B. T. Falls Jr., House In-
surance Committee chairman
said, “There never was any de-
sire to ‘close up’, but certain rep-
resentatives of certain newspa-
pers make this necessary.”
Rep, Philip R. Whitley, chair-
man of the committee on military
affairs, has voted against secrecy,
he says, and thinks the matter has
been “greatly exaggerated.”
He makes a stand for executive
(closed) sessions, this way:
“'Executive sessions simply pro-
vide opportunity for members to
blow off and say what they ean't
in open meetings. For instance,
ex-convict, known to several
members, festified heatedly and
impressively re a hunting bill.
Members who knew him state that
he has been repeatedly convicted
of illegal hunting, He impressed

other members but those who
knew him did not care to argue
with him in open meeting, but

they were anxious to tell other
members in private what they
knew of his character and reputa-
on

Members of the Capitol press
corps are, by inference, therefore,
unable {o handle the situation with
discretion.

Some senators become heated
about the matter which is an in-
dication of how tempers have
flared on Capitol Hill, Sen. Wade
Paschal says, “The subject has
been carried to vast extremes
Fanatical newspapermen are
more dangerous than secrecy bills
when hd eak men become their vic-
tims."

SOME OTHER VIEWS

There is some sentiment for
subcommittee executive sessions
as expressed by Rep. J. Raynor
Woodward.

He says, "There are times when
a subcommittee, in order to ex
pedite business of the committee
should be privileged to go into

executive session. I favor the
privilege for only subcommil
tees.

Others approved *limited right"*
of committees to hold executive
sessions, another points out that

‘I'm Beginning To Think That's A Great Idea’
0

NO
APPEASEMENT

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

l]u )

you have to go back about a
Salk first gave his “fie

WASHINGTON

volved,
mixed-up story of the Salk vaccine
\(.l g0

understand the whole 1r

when

to about a quarter of a million chil
Before that he had given

cine to his own children and

fident of its success that he approached daring move
various drug concerns asking them to cine, even before the final evaluation
begin preparing for largescale manu- was announced. He also knew there
facture. would be a terrific demand for the vac-
He knew that to extract and freat cine once the final n’m](s‘a were An‘— certain water solutions.
munku kidneys in such a way that no nounced. So he invested $0,000,000 of :
Tive Virug remained in the o e foundation’ funds in advance orders Drug Profits
e u-mpmmd when  don the drug companies. He even bor
ers and done on a lar al rowed the money to do thi
knew there would be a freme us t was only after the drug companies tip on
mand for the vaccine once its results got this 58,000,000 order that they be

were anmm' ed.

the v
shortly
after the field tests he became so con

HEFEBLOCK

@SS THE WA LA GTON POST e

“It's some subcommittee from the legisiature . . . They don't
want It said that they hold ‘secret sessions’ ... "

“churchesand other organizations
have some secret mestings,” an-
other s iclosed sessions) def-
initely nieeded on appropriations
and other rare occasions,” while
another adds that closed meetings
are “‘at ftimes best for everyone
concerned.”

And there is a small CARE
against_secrecy,
Sen. H. M. Moore writes, 1 al-

ways voted against secrecy )
think people should at all times
have the right to know how ard
money is used

re appe arslo
e secrecy in Raleigh

where the

But as the stale’s press has
maintained, the precedent is nt
a secrecy can be a

gor
dangerous thing

Warm Praise, Cold Shoulder
Forecast For Hoover Report

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

HE new Hoover Commission

reports are the counter-rev-
clution to the New Deal. They
go so far, indeed, that Demo-
crats are happily looking for-
ward to running against Hoover
again next year,

The same thought has oc-
curred to Eisenhower Republi-
cans, and their private com-
ments are impolite. The imme-
diate prospect therefore is warm
praise for Hoover but a cold
administration shoulder for his
legislative proposals.

Democrats do not expect fo
leave it at that, hawever. Since
they control Congress, they are
in a position to furnish a forum
for advertising the philosophy of
the former Republican presi-
dent. They now plan to hold
hearings next year on the dras-
tic Hoover recommendations for
curtailing  governmental func-
tions.

In making these recommenda-
tions the former President has
rushed in where the vast ma-
jority of working politicians fear
to tread,

IKE'S NEW DEAL

President Fisenhower himself
bas repeatedly accepted the
New Deal framework. Right
wing Republicans grumbled
openly that his last State of
the Union message was a New
Deal speech, and Democrats
agreed. It is the reason why
they have so much trouble mak-

performance  his
record is mixed. He has made
no new starts in publie power
and sponsored the gt of the
marginal oil deposits to.
states, but he keeps promisi
not to wreck TVA. He has weal
ened the independent agencies
with the frequent appointment
of administrators not in sym
pathy with their original aims,
but he got the GOP Congress
in 1953 to expand Social Secu

he proposed
als like those
now bearing the imprimatur of
the Hoover Commission. In fact,
when it became apparent that
his first chairman of his Com-
mittee on Intergovernmental Re-

lations, Clarence Manion, was
committed to the Hoover phi-
losophy, Manion was asked to
leave.

TRUMAN BEGAN IT

What confuse the publie
as the new fight shapes up is
that the first Hoover Commis
sion was a bipartisan affair to
which, for example, Dean Ache-
son made a major contribution
It was designed to make govern.
ment more efficient and less
costly. President Truman recom-
mended most of its reforms and
helped put them through Con
gress.

e new group has moved into
the controversial area of the

proper function of govermment.
It was stacked against the New

Deal froin the start, omly one
liberal Democrat, Rep. Chet
Holifield of California, being

appointed to if, Holifield has
consistently dissented from its
findings.

The situation nov shaping 1p
raises anew the question for
mer President Ho
and standing with th
people.

It was a political imperative
for the Republicans to rehabili
tate him, So Jong as the Last Re
publican presftent was a symbol
only for bitter depression and
governmental inaetivity in the
face of it. it was improbable that
& Republican could be elected
President.

They got a break they could
not have expected when former
President Harry Trumam. him
self well acquainted with the
vieissitudes of politics, helped by
appointing Hoover head @f the
first governmental reor ganiz.
tion commission. It was & gen
erally popular project @md the
former President’s comebaek be

gan
. Democrats at the time argued
it was a political But
iman knew what it was to be
down and to be kicked when you
are down. He overruled thve pro
tests

Harry Truman incidenta 1y has
still 10 be even invited to the
White House by the general hs
appointed to be Supreme Com.
mander of the NATO forces.

Poetry And Beauty

DO NOT understand what you

mean  when you distinguish
between the word tha gives
your idea a'ﬁ the more eaut
ful word, Unless
mean that h ty of detail
be suby e to general
it seems to me s
should say T don't mind whether
my sonata is musical or mot so
long as it conveys my icea'
Beauty is the end and law of
poetry. It exists to find the beauty
in all things, philosophy, mature,
Passion, — in what you will, and
in 5o far as it rejects beamv it
destroys its own right to
If you want to give ideas fnr th
own sake write prose. In  verss
they are subordinate fo beauty
which is their soul, It this ob-
vious? — . Yeatsin & letter
to George Russell (AE). From
“The Letters of W. B, ¥eais"
edited by Allan Wade.

mist

The i p paused outsicdle the
house. “Clear out," shouted the
lady at the house. “I ain't
wood to chop. There ain’t
ing you could do around here"
“But, madam, there is.” retorted
the wayfarer with dignity. ‘I
could give you a few lessons in
grammar.”—Dallas Morning News,

Firms Spurned Quick Start On Vaccine

first company to have i
cleared by the

Service.

O'Connor’s Faith

After Dr.

tesis

inaction,

er, out of the

15 Va
Public

Salk had knocked his head
against the stone wall of pharmaceutical
Basil 0'Connor,
infantile paralysis foundation,
He had faith in the vac-

n to develop the new vaccine.
Tow first amount they

"61 ith

fatalities

head of the
made a

com- after the release on April 12 all
way from Mexico to Arlington, Va.

That was also how, out of the first
resulting
tions, five were the children of doctors.
Doctors got the vaccine first and used
it on their own children. Unfortunately
some of it was Cutter vaccine which has
now been withdrawn.

Note—The Cutter Laboratories had had
one criminal conviction in 1949 as a re-
sult of a Food and Drug Administration
complaint that they failed to sterilize

Senate investigators have learned that
is. stock-market speculators gof an advance
the Salk vaccine and invested
heavily in the six drug companies, These
companies are expected
000,000 profit this year a

the

from the inocnla-

whose chairn
North Car
that he won'l let a single
tion out for a vote on the House floor.

Cost In Canada

Meanwhile, Canada, according to Sen,
Neuberger of Oregon, is chamm{ only
$1.50 for three Salk vaccine shots, in con-
to the wholesale crsl in the United
States of $4.20 to $4.50.

“The announcement of Salk polio sue
cess on April 12 found Canada with a
program,” Sen. Neuberger states. ““The

Rep. (.raham Barden,
ina Demoacrat,

government of the great United States
had none.

to make $20,

ne. Neuberger might have added that

“The Canadian government bought up
the entire production of the Connawght
Medical Research Laboratories, snd as a
result sufficient *\mp‘ns have been avail:
able in Canada

one

So he ly propositioned some of
the top drug et H;m'H:'t of the nation. they reported 500000 ce's did  Ironically, Dr. Salk will get nothing. month prior to April 12, Dr. Marths Eliot,

Most, however, turned him down. o to the polio foundation which He may not even get some of the re- director of the Children's Bureay under
They weren't ready fo invest any money had borrowe iey to make pos- wards proposed for him in Congress. Mrs. Hobby, warned thal some action
in advance, wanted to be sure they had sible the manufac but was shipped Many congressmen have introduced bills should be taken to prepare for the na-
a hardandfast proposition to the drug companies' regular com- suggesting resolutions of thanks, or pen- tional distribution of Salk vaccine. S0

Only exception was Parke, Davis in mercial distributors sions, or medals for Dr..Salk, But all did Dr. Leonard Scheele, the surgeon
Detroit, which did make a sizable in That was how Cutter Laboratories' vac- such House resolutions have gone to general. Mrs. Hohby, however, ignored
vestment and which, as a result, was the ¢ine happened to be found a few diys the Labor and -Education Committee the advice

a




