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Flicker Of Hope For Charlotte College

Ob’T OF THE dying clamor of the 1955
General Assembly. fresh hope is
emerging for some sort of state-supported
institution of higher education in Char-
lotte
1t is not the kind of program the com-
munity would like. It is not even a satis-
factory answer to North Carolina’s urgent
educational needs in an era of zooming
college enrollments. But it may at least
pave the way for sound and sensible
solutions later.
The original bill—calling for the state
o take over Charlotte College and ap-
p te $150,000 annually for its sup-
port—is as dead as Tut-ankh-Amen.
Charlotteans might as well face this
fact
It was reported favorably out of the
“ouse Aporonriations Committee early
this month. But it attracted the alten-
tion of community colleges in other sec-
tions of the state. Wilmington and Ashe-
ville-Biltmore Colleges put in requests
for $150.000 worth of state support, too,
The total bill for all interested colleges
would have been too much for the state
to bear in these days of tightly corseted
budgets.
Sensing that his colleagues were sour-

ing on the whole idea, Mecklenburg's
Rep. Jack Love has proposed a substi-
tute. Tt would give both Charlotte and
Carver Colleges here $75 annually per
student from state appropriations. The
same modest amounts would be provided
for Wilmington and Asheville-Biltmore
Colleges. In each case, the local institu-
tion would remain under local control
and receive state funds merely as grants-
in-aid.

Mr. Love tells us that chances are good
that this alternate proposal will survive.

The plan has been watered down dis-
appointing]

But this is a case of accepting a little
helo or nothing.

The new Love proposal is decidedly
better than nothing. More than that. it
would establish an important orecedsnt
on which he communitv could build a
case for more help later.

The regional college idea—as a positive
answer to the growing crisls i
Heel higher education—is fundamentally
sou

sis

nd.
Populous Mecklenburg is the place to
start.

It is a goal which should not—must
not—be abandoned, whatever happens in
Raleigh.

Mrs. Hobby: Puzzles And Guesses

THE administration has moved toward
an effective polio program but sus-
picion grows that it has not_gone far
enough and that, perhaps, it does not
know fully where it is going

Its request to Congress for f\mﬂx.\o
fnoculate indigent children and to hire
more inspectors to double-check safety
of the vaccine deserves the speedy ap-
proval already predicted, provided the
money is spent only for those in actual
need

But Secretary of Health, Education and
Welfare Oveta Culp Hobby's fear of dis-
tribution controls, even standby powers,
are puzzling. to say the leas{. Her re-
luctance indicates failure to profit by
previous mistakes that brought inocu-
lations to a confusing halt. and also
suggests an unwillingness to assume the
resnonsibility that is properly hers.

She requests, on the one hand, federal
money to help the states vaccinate the
poor. On the other hand, while conced-
ing a terrific demand accompanies a
tremendous shortage of vaccine, she shies
from proffered power, either actual or
standby, to grip firmly the reins of dis-
tribution. Several states and communi-

ties, including Charlotte and Mecklen-
burg. have already provided for serum
for the indigent. But local government
will be helpless if the elements of short
supply and high demand combine into a
black market in vaccine

Mrs. Hobby doesn't expect a. black
market, but then she didn't expect.
either, that inoculations would be halted
while her department revised its vac-
cine testing procedures. Explaining why
the department didn't long ago start de-
failed planning to avoid the delays and
dangers that have occurred, the secre:
fary said: “I believe no one could have
foreseen the public demand” for the
vaccine.

To the contrary. we fhink almost
everybody except Mrs. Hobby foresaw
the demand. We support the bi-partisan
move in Congress to give the adminis.
tration standby power to control dis-
tribution, just in case Mrs. Hobby's
Buesses keep going wrong

The public’s confidence in properly
tested vaccine apparently remains strong
and we hope it continues. That confi-
dence should be bolstered by forthright
action and leadership.

Owen Roberts, Defender Of Precedent

URING the turbulent 30s, it was fash-

ionable in liberal circles to think of
the United States Supreme Court as one
thinks of the eye of a hurricame. It is
quiet in the eye, New Dealers exnlained,
but in order to remain in the tranquil
center of the storm one has to move
along with it. Thev felt that the court
was not moving fast enough to keep up
with the swirling socio-economic tempest
of the day Y

Owen Roberts, the retired associate
justice of the Supreme Court who died
vesterday in Phoenixville, Pa. was one
of the reasons why the court did mot
move ravidly ugh for U. S. liberals
during Franklin D. Roosevelt's first
term. In fact, he voted against all but
two of the 13 New Deal measures which
the court considered prior to October,
1926

But Justice Roberts was no real enemy
the liberal dream. In the

of progress
pre-Roosevelt davs he found himself on
the side of liberals as often as not. Later,

he simplv became the court's chief de-
fender of precedent and legal stability.
When colleagues demonstrated a

capacity to defy precedent and reverse

his

From The Greensboro Daily News

themselves, Justice Roberts fartly re.
marked that the court had set forth on
the “uncharted sea of doubt and diffi.
culty.” Some of its decisions, he said,
were like a “restricted railroad ticket,
good for this day and train only."

Actually, he was neither a consistent
conservative nor an inconsistent liberal
He shied awayv from labels. He earned
the respect of all sides by interpreting
the law as he saw it. And from Justice
Holmes, “The Great Dissenter," he bor-
rowed a saltv maxim: “If a law makes
you want to puke, then due process has
been denied.”

Bv the time he had wound up his last
session in 1945 he had written 21 ma-.
jority opinions and 53 vigorous, acid dis-
sents.

He was solidly legalistic and his firm
grasp of legal principles was missed
when he stepped down—as it still is
today. But his wholesome influence ex-
tended bevond the high court's portals
Through his useful work in the Atlantic
Union movement and other notable en-
deavors, he earned a reputation as some-
thing more than a distinguished judge
He was, above all, a distinguished Amer-
fcan.

Dangerous Tendencies?

Sanity, Security & Fair Play

(Editors’ No John  Lord
O'Brian.  distinguished constitu-
tional lawyer, believes that an
“allpervasive craving for secur-
Aty st any price” is a principal
inflience  threatening the very
exisience of democracy. Holder
of many honors for public serv-
ice In education and govern-
ment_and dvocate of con-
sfitutional questions before the
Supreme  Court, Mr. O'Brian
gave his views on fthe prob.
lems of security in two Go
kin lectures at Harvard Un
versity, Excerpted here are re-
marks from his second lecture.)

HAT THE effectiveness of

Communist propaganda has
been grossly exaggerated and
there is, as of today, much less
«danger than is commonly supposed
appears now to have been definite.
1y cofirmed by recent investiga.
tions . .In the Stouffer survey
(**Communism, Conformity and
Civil Liberties,” Samuel A, Stouf-
fer) less than one per cent of
those of the general public inter-
wiewed volunteered any concern
either about the internal Com
munist threat or the threat to
civil liberties, 0f the community
leaders interviewed, only 5 per
cent Volunteered concern  about
either of these issues, This does
nol mean that Americans are in-
different to the issues of commu-
nism or civil liberties. It does
mean that the Communist danger

By JOHN LORD O’BRIAN

is no longer directly felt as a
personal threat by Americans
and that relatively few citizens
have experienced any sense of
threat to their freedom from that
source. Only 3 per cent had ever
known an admitted Communist
and these were disposed 10 be
tolerant. In short and contrary to
widespread belief, the country is
not now in the grip of hysteria or
of emotional fear of Communism.
REAL THREAT?

Assuming that these results are
typical of the American people
generally, as of today they cer-
tainly indicate that the general
public are far less disturbed than
are the politicians, so many of
whom exploit these issues sensa-
tionally and for selfish purposes.
And these results also indicate that
our people are mnot in the least
worried about communistic activi.
ties that would constitute any real
threat to the maintenance of our
institutions.

RED LABEL

Inaccuracy in the current use
of the label “Communist” goes far
to explain why some Americans
have exaggerated the susceptibil-
ity of their fcllow citizens to Com-
munist ideals. If we adopt the
popular use of the term *‘Commu-
nist” for those whose views we
dislike, there are no doubt
great many loyal American citi-
zens who must be included with-
in that infamous category and
doubtless many more will be add-

=

ed in the future. But if all the
American people could know and
discuss all the implications of
Communist ideology it seems rea-
sonable to expect that they would
revise their estimate of the pres-
ent Communist threat and con-
clude that in 1955. there is little
danger that the ideology will
spread further in the United
States. Taking into consideration
the hostile and shattering pub-
licity which has been directed at
Communist theory and technique
in recent years, surely there can-
not be more than a maladjusted
handful who will actually surren-
der their souls to the Russian
cause in the future. In the opinion
of the American people, at least,
the danger of possible espionage
and sabotage certainly should mot
be the cause of any particular
alarm. To some of us there is
not only little danger of further
contagion; there are also marked
indications that the tide of com.
munism in this country is stead-
ily sinking and that this has been
true for some time.
REASONS OF STATE

It is a historical fact of special
significance that the guarantees
embodied in the Bill of Rights did
not have their origin at one time
or in some code. Most of those
relating to due process of law and
aimed especially to insure fair
trizls originated one by one in
rulings made by common la
Judges. It is a fact of even great-

The Knock At The Door
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Help Teenagers Find

Jobs During Summer
Charlotte

Editors, The News,
AY 22 is an excellent date
for Youth Appreciation Day,
when school nears its close, ex-
aminations are going on and di-
plomas and prizes are awarded
There is a song which goes
“Will You Love Me In Septem-
ber As You Do In May?" which
suggests the question: Shall we
appreciate these young people in
September as we do in May?
Unfortunately the answer'is mo,
if these students who are so busily
occupied now are to have a three

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

ple's

Wiy

months vacation of enforced idle-
nes

A Teen-age Summer Employ-
ment Program has been set up to
try to find work for our high
school and junior high school
youngsters. Already one thousand
of them have applied for summer
Jobs!

But very few jobs have been
made available to them

Giving summer work to our
young people who want work
seems (o me 1o be the most prac
tical way in which we can show
our appreciation to them. The
whole city should support this
splendid plan that the United

Platform

Church Women of Charloti» have
started

During the week preceding
Youth Appreciation Day radios
and newspapers should siress this
wonderful opportunity for adults
and youth to work together dur-
ing the summer. If one thousand
teenagers want remunerative
work let us help them!

Of course every day in the year
should be Youth ~Appreciation
Day. But May twenty-second is a
good start. I'm all for it. And I'm
for the Teen-age Summer Employ-
ment Program too. Every proud
and grateful parent should sup-
port both

—MARION TOWNEND

To ALL PROFESSORS
AVOID THESE
CONTROVERSIAL
SUBJELTS ON CAMPOS:

1. RED CHINA
2.RED RUSSIA

&RED NOgeS
——

=25
=

Daecani)

‘Al least we can still talk about pretty red-heads .

er significance that these and oth-
er guarantees were created to pro
tect the individual against just
such pressures as confront us to.
day. Seme of them were created
for the special purpose of protect-
ing him against the same “Rea-
sons of State”” which are being as-
serted today to justify secrel evi
dence, anonymous accusers, se-
cret hearings, etc
PREFERRED POSITION

It is a fact of utmost signifi-
cance that the Supreme Court has
established the First Amendment
in a preferred position above all
other provisions of the Bill of
Rights. Historically it is definite-
Iy established that the guarantees
protecting the liberties of the citi-
zen which they embodied were +in
essence originally the result of re-
ligious conviction. As Dean Pound
and many other commentators
have emphasized, there was in the
seventeenth century a natural af-
finity between the Puritan princi-
ples of morality and the common
law. Many of these principles
were distinctly of religious origin
and were taken over em-
bodied in the common law

Upon reviewing all the policies
and procedures affecting the men.
tal attitudes of citizens, it can-
not well be denied that our gov-
ernment officials have embarked
on a fatuous policy which in ef-
fect is aiming to guide and con
strain citizens as well as aliens
in the exercise of liberties guar
anteed to the First
Amendment and the other provi-
sions of the Bill of Rights.

Another important development

Wolf, Wolf?

showing how far we have depart-
ed from fundamental constitu-
tional principles is shown by the
nezlect of the presumption of in-
nocence which for so long has
been the distinctive character-
istic in the administration of jus-
lice among English-speaking peo-
ples. Few persons seem to realize
that in security cases the accused
person does not have the pro-
tection of this agewold presump-
tion of innocence, On the con-
trary. he is confronted with ac-
cusations and the burdem is upom
him to clear himself by refuting
these accusations, — often-times,
of course, in ignorance of secret
evidence furnished by anonymous
informers. In fact, if there is
any presumption recognized in
this field, it would seem to
presumption of guill. As I have
said, the present executive order
requires an affirmative finding
that employment shall be clearly
consistent with national security.
And this qualification is general-
ly interpreted to mean that ev-
ery doubt must be resolved in
favor of the government.

ONE FOR THE FUTURE

The lack of comment upon this
situation s in itsell evidence of
the insidious way in which plaus.
ible practices develop into dan-
gerous tendencies, If this develop-
ment becomes accepted law, does
ot experience indicate that it
may extend into other fields, un-
rmining the importance of the
presumption of innocence in all
cases of accusation and prosecu-
tion? This particular question is
one for the future to answer.

New Look At Soviet Power

By DORIS FLEESON

" WASHINGTON

A BITTER argument in the

Pentagon  preceded release

of the Defense Department an-

nouncement that the Soviet Union

is making “formation flights with

intercontinental bombers.” The

play-it-down school won and their

victory is reflected in the highly
technical, polysyliabic release.

The release urn seems to
nave thrown most of the com-
mentators, press and radio, and
the Congress. Sen. George, ordi-
narily very astute, even suggests
that it constitutes only fresh Air
Force propaganda as the Senate
tarts work on the new defense
budget. The senator is certainly
correct that the Air Force has
sometimes cried “Wolf, wolf"
DELIVERING THE GOODS

Yet if the story means anything
—and some experts think it means
everything—it means that the
Reds can now deliver the nuclear
fission bomb on the U. S. main-
land. Up to now it was thought
that the Soviet air force had only
a sample heavy jet bomber of
the general style used by the
U. S. Strategic Air Command

All the circumstances surround-
ing the story are unusual

The Soviets flew their new
heavy bombers in the customary
May Day paradeé of Red military
might in Moscow. The Pentagon
announcement simply referred to
“formations” and suggested that

a “new basis” for our estimates
of Soviet power would have to be
projected

Finally a Pentagon spokesman
admitted that at least 10, possibly
more, had been seen. This coun-
try admits to owning only about
2% of the U, S. opposite number
bomber. Also the Soviets displayed
only one of theirs in the 1954 May
Day parade, which indicates they
are moving up fast with their pro-
duction sehedules.

For some curious reason, press
observers of the Moscow parade
did not get the story of this in-
creased production to their ed-
itors here. The Defense Depart-
had expected that
would and was preparing to con-
firm it. Presumably Red censor-
ship stopped press reports: in any
case, the Air Force felt the news
should be told

At that point, argument began
over whiether @ mere statement
should be made or whether the
implications of the news should
be officially described. Defense
Secretary Wilson ruled in favor of
the terse and non-committal re-
lease.

What Wilson hopes to avoid ig
another fierce round of debate on
Soviet air capabilities as an al-
ready somewhat apprehensive Sen-
-:e starts discussion on his budg-
e

Ike's Appointee Has Strange Record

UNANSWERED QUESTION

“'H'\T is to be North Carolina's edu-
P cational pattern and how can we
best meet the long-range responsibility

of providi facilities for the sharply
rising crop of college students?
The Dany News has slowly come

around to the conviction that higher edu-
cation should be more scattered than con-
centrated in North Carolina. To be sure
several great educational centers, public
and private. are needed, especially for
post-graduate and research work. But

otherwise more can be accomplished and,
we are at less cost, which a
hard-pressed sury s r ng our
leaders int, by that plan

pon layer on what

It is indisputable that colleges and uni-
wversities exert the great influence in and
draw their largest percentage of enroll
ment from the h they are
located. These are contributions which
we strongly feel the so-called community
college, strategically located k
state, will make.
concerns has had to do with North Caro-
lina's low rating among other states in
the percentage of its boys and girls who
do not go to college. One way to get
them to go is to bring higher education
to them, at less expense too in that many
local facilities may be utilized, emphasis

abo

will be more upon education than upon
extracurricular activity, and dormitories
will be a minimum need in that many
of the students will stay at home since
they will live within easy driving dis-
tance. Some way must be found to ad-
vance the state educationally, with so-
cial and economic counterparts which
derive from developed skills and abili-
ties and increased earning power: and
the community college may be just the
answer we have been searching for

One other suggestion we make. All
of these institutions do not have to be
state-operated or supported Wherever
there is a private college, a mutually
beneficial tie-in may be effected. Greens-
boro's Evening GQollege, which started
and operated for several years on its own
as a chamber of commerce project with
financial underwriting by farsighted
business and industry which wished edu-
cational opportunities for their employes
and has more recently been construc-
tively integrated with Guilford College,
is a convincing case at point, State funds
may be needed for the program which
is now envisioned: but civic leadership,
farsightedness and support can go far
toward effecting a program which will
accomplish just as much and ease the
burden from the taxpayers’' already
strained back.

man

WASHINGTON
[T looks as if the boys who run things
for Ike at the White House either
don't do much screening or else don 't
care vhat kind of Democrats they ap-
point o certain commissions, where, un-
der the law, they have to appoint Dem:
ocrats
“They have just appointed to the Sub.
versive Control Board, a vital body
which rules on loyalty and subversives,
an  excongressman from Georgia, John
S. Wood, who ordinarily might have
sorne difficulty passing a securily tes*
for a government job

Congressman’s Fee

Here Is His Record: When Ralph Stan-
field, 1 tecn-age boy of Tate, Ga, was
seriously injured by an Army truck on
Jan. 23, 1944, Congressman Wood intro-
duced 4 bill, as is customary, compen-
sating him for $10,000. On this his law
office collected a fee of $1.000 .
This is against the law. A Congressman

is paid a regular salary to introduce
leggislation. He is paid by all the tax
pay-ers and is not permitted to collect
from any individual taxpayer no mat

ter how many favors he does. Any such
fees are a penitentiary offense v
However, here’s how the fee was paid
First, Charles Holcombe, according to a

, statement by Mack Stanfield, father of

the injuwed boy, suggested that part of
the $10000 be paid back to Congress-
Wood. Later, Carl Tallant, the
ton gressman’s law partner in the firm

of “Wood and Tallant,” suggested a fee
of 10 per cent. Tallant not only was
Wood's law partner, but got a salary
from Uncle Sam of $7,022 as Wood's
assistant, and handled law cases from
the vantage point of Wood's office
This in itself is highly unusual if not
unethical . . . So Tallant made out a
check for $1,000 and Mack Stanfield,
father of the crippled boy, signed it

Free Servant

Here's more of ex-Congressman Wood's
record: William Fowler, a Negro serv
ant, has been attached to the Wood
family for years. When Wood became
chairman of the Un-American Activi
ties Committee in July, 1945, he shift
ed Fowler from his personal pay roll to
the government pay roll as committee
“Janitor.” . Actually, janitoring serv.
ices on Capitol Hill are performed for
every congressman by a special corps
But Fowler got paid $191.86 monthly,
though spending most of his time at the
congressman's home . . . On Jan, 4, 1947,
he went off the pay roll. Why? The Re-
publicans took over the 80th Congress
and they didn't feel a janitor was neces.
sary.

Mail Routes

A congressman is supposed fo recom
mend the award of mail routes on merit,
not because of any fee, direct or indi-
rect . . . Here is how Congressman
Wood awarded them, as told in a sworn
affidavit by Weidon C. Bennett of Can

ton, Ga. .. . He took an examination
for rural mail carrier in Jume, 1848,
and two weeks later went to see C. D.
Holcombe, sectetary to Congressman
Wood ., . “I offered C. B. Holcombe
§1,500 for said route,”” Bennett states.
Mr. Holcombe is the secretary who orig
inally approached the elder Stanfield
about the $1,000 fee . . . Two other
sworn affidavits signed by Ralph Clark
of Flowery Branch, Ga., and Harold W
Puckett of Buford, Ga., state that in
September, 1949, Congressman Wood told
them he was! awarding the Flowery
Branch mail route to Homer Reeves be-
cause of the large fee he had received
in connection with a lawsuit brought by
Reeves’ father in breaking the will of
the late Dr. George Bryce Reeves
stood sixth on the eligibility list.

Congressional Sobriety

Here are more facts that could have
been ascertained by the FBI or the
White House before appointing Wood to
a key job in which he passes upon the
conduct of his fellow men When
Wood was solicitor general of the Blue
Ridge Judicial Circuit, a sworn affidavit
shows that the local sheriff “arrested
the said John S. Wood while the said
John S. Wood was drunk. and placed
him in a room in the Mashburn Hotel in
Cumming, Ga.. and held him there 24
hours and that the opening of the Su-
perior Court of Forsyth County was de-
layed from Monday morning o Tuesday

morning while the said John § Waod
sobered. up and got in condition to per.
form his duties as solicitor general.” ..,
If this had been an isolated case it
would not be mentioned here. But as
a congressman, Wood was so under the
influence of liquor during one important
debate on his own substitute for the
TaftHartley Bill ex-Speaker Joe
Martin and Congressman Charlie Halleck
of Indiana had to substitute for him.

Reds I'n Hollywood

_As chairman of the Un-American Ae
tivities Committee, Wood was supposed
to probe alleged communism wherever
he found it, including Hollywood. How.
ever, when his committee started to
probe certain Hollywood film writers in
104546, Louis B. Mayer, head of Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer, hired an obscure Geor.
gia attorney, Edgar Dunlap, living in
Congressman Wood's distriet.  Myster-
fously, the Hollywood probe was post.
poned . . . Later the Republicans took
over Wood's committee and the probe
went forward.  However, attorneys for
film writers Robert Kenny and Bart.
ley Crum were informed in advance by
attorneys for the film industry that Con.
gressman W would ask friendly
questions . . . The official record of the
hearings shows that Wood did. He fel]
all over himself to be nice, kind, and
gentle . . . The current question is
Would Wood be especially kind to others
brought before the Subversive Control
Board if they hired a yer from s
district in Georgia?




