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Needed: Some Plain

HE parents of America hold a vested

interest in the Salk polio vaccine
and it's high time for the government to
recognize that fact and talk some sense
about the halt in vaccinations.

The people who paid and prayed over
the years for an answer to the disease
and rejoiced in its apparent discovery
now are uncertain and confused to find
vaccination stopped shortly after it be-
gan. Those whose children have received
the first of the shots wonder in view of
the Washington double-talk whether they
should have given permission for them.

Fither President Eisenhower or Secre-
tarv of Health, Education and Welfare
Hobby. who runs the Public Health Serv-
ice. should immediately revort in con-
crete, simple terms on the whole vaccina-
tion program. They should give sensible
answers to such questions as: Is the vac-
cine itself safe? Have there been foul-
ups in inspection and manufacture? If so,
who erred and what's been done about
the mistakes” When the report comes,
let it come in plain talk and in person.

P

E ARE deeply concerned about the
% welter of conflicting statements
such as these from:

Surgeon General Scheele: The vaccine
is safe. There is absolutely no cause for
alarm

President Eisenhower: There has been
suspected on the part of the scientists a
provocative effect of this vaccine. 1t
may be that (our scientists) will decide
there is a certain period of this vear
(when polio reaches its peak) when they
shouldn’t give this (vaccine) at all

Scheele’s weekend statement not only
conflicted with the President’s, but he
seemed to be disagreeing with himself
when he said vaccine alreadv on the mar-
ket could be used but release of any
more would be held up pending a report
from a committee of experts

And then there was the teasing opin-
fon from Chairman Spence of the House
Banking Committee that Scheele is “a
good public service, doing the best he

Talk About Polio

can in a tough spot” What tough spot?
Could it be that Scheele's boss, Mrs.
Hobby, was sitting on her hands, mot
wanting to meddle with vaccine manu-
facturers, when the health service should
have been doing the exhaustive testing
on manufacturing techniques it is now
doing? The Public Health Service appar-
ently had time, but did not use it, to
check each batch of vaccine before it was
released. Now the Cutter laboratory vac-
cine is suspected as a conceivable cause of
polio in children receiving it and the
health service has intensified its testing
program. The vaccine used in last sum-
mer’s test program was checked not only
by the manufacturers but by Dr. Jonas
Salk. father of its discovery, and by the
health service’s National Institute of
Health,

The House Banking Committee is con-
sidering several bills to clamn federal
controls over waccine distribution and
prices. The administration onposes such
controls. Even in the life-and-death mat-
ter of polio, it seems, the question of gov-
ernment interference must be debated
and a chance offered for political op-
portunism.

If the controls are necessary to assure
prompt, correct vaccination with a safe
serum of all children and adults who
need it. let us have controls. The gov-
ernment should use or assume whatever
power it needs to produce a good pro-
gram

0
ONGRESS certainly shouldn't be ae-
cused of picking political fights over

the vaccine with the administration. It is

t dministration’s dutv and ibil

ity to be certain that the wvaccine it al-

ready has licensed is a good vaccine. And
it has the further duty to provide for
orderly distribution of the vaccine to
those who need it

Perhaps uncertainty and confusion had
fo result from the rush to hegin vaccina-
tions before this year's polio season. But
whatever the case, the people deserve
to know what the government knows and
they deserve to know it now.

Efficiency In An Ungentle Game

A CCORDING to tradition, the art of tax

collecting requires a discipline as
bleak and sinewy as that of a Trappist
monk. The collector, history tells us, must
be a man with a heart of pure flint and a
mind utterly free of the spoor of politics.

Heaven knows, City Revenue Collector
John H. Mills conforms to none of these
story book standards. He is a reasonable
man with a reasonable nature and he
certainly had his share of political
adventures.

But even though he does not fit the
classic mold, it appears that he has been
an uncommonly good tax collector. If any
municipal official deserved reappoint-
ment for another term today it was Mr.
Mills

The record speaks for itself. Under the
Mills administration the city’s tax collec-
n success has been considerably better
han the normal expectancy. Through last
Friday, when the week’s score was
rked up, the city had managed to get
its hands on 94.02 of the year's taxes
or $5.962.884.37. This was several notches

better than last year's 93.43 per cent or
atotal of $5061,604.18

Mr. Mills has also been busy ferreting
out uncollected taxes of previous fiscal
vears. Now he can report that all munici-
pal taxes from 1944 through 1951 are 99
per cent collected. He is within .09 per
cent of hitting the 99 per cent mark on
1952 and only .48 per cent away from
89 per cent on 1953,

His diligence has already had its effect
There was, for instance, the mid-year
surplus which permitted the City Council-
men to go ahead with job classification
pay raises earlier than was expected.

Mr. Mills also deserves much of the
credit for the new system of advertising
the names of citizens who are delinquent
in paying their personal property taxes

Here obviously is a tax collector of in-
genuity and determination

J. P. Morgan once said that govern-
ment should know how to levy taxes, and
if it doesn't know how to collect them,
then a man is a fool to pay the taxes
Mr. Mills, we believe, would have given
even the great J. P. a run for his money.

Pride Cometh Refore Crittenden

]'T WAS crafty Cornwallis who made
one of his more memorable state-
ments during the Revolution when he
called Charlotte a “hornet’s nest.”

Dr. Christopher Crittenden
historian of note, didn’t
story. Had he understood
the full import of the general's statement
he yould have known better than to stir
the ire of Mecklenburgers

He has done just that. He has scoffed
at the Mecklenburg Declaration of Inde-
ence (definitely signed May 20,

) and his half-hearted interest in the
tate’s first at bid for liberty (and
the nation’s) has resulted in a slim vie-
t to get the Declaration more honor
Raleigh.

House Conservation &
Committee voted 54 to give
g up a restoration commission

Yesterday the
Developm
a bill sett

From The Toledo Blade

a favorable report and by the end of the
week it should be law.

However, in this magnanimous deed
the committee amended the measure to
say that it is “believed” that the Declara-
tion was actually signed

Perhans the committee is so used to
the spring pasttime of word-changing
(witness the fax bill amendments) that
they just felt the measure should be tam-
pered with,

What we can’t understand is why
entire state—and especially the law:
ers—refuse to take statewide pride in
the nation's first public expression of
liberty

This was truly the first “Made in
U.S. A" product and it came from the
hills of Mecklenburg,

Get with us, gentlemen. When it comes
to liberty there's no reason for us to fm-
port it

the

THOSE WHEELED RAINBOWS

who does
in his body
ico with the
ns of mod-

been watching

we know.

the new cars go t

His reaction. we reg
the same as if he b be
a Dali for lunch. Says he
sampled all 26 ice cream f

Now color is known 1
emotional and physica 1
may be part of our friend’s
is accustomed 1o a good plain diet. so to
speak, of whites, blacks, gr gre
browns, reds and vellows. Hi
vnaccustomed to the subtle refinen
of hue and tint now dished up in such
rich automotive profusion. Confronted
by such two tonal dishes as ocher and
canary, watermelon pink and azu: r-
gundy and cinnamon, lavender an
nine, chartreuse and polka dot, he gets
just a bit queasy.

car-

He has been thinking of buying a new
model anvhow because he says if this is
the sort of world we live in a fellow just
can't give up but has got to adapt him-
self to it and face things like a man He
concludes he will take along his wife to
handle the art while he tries to drown
himself in the machinery

One thing, though. He says he hopes
the automobile firm has got a fashion
stylist to work along with the car sales-
man. Says he just doesn’t think he could
put much stock in what a salesman told
him about suspension, valves and horse-
power if the same man at the same time
advised his wife whether the salmon and
ple job went better with her com-

plexion than the emerald cream one.

A jeweler says the average young man
likes to select the engagement diamond
himself. And the smart young woman

‘_ﬂ- him think he did —GrezsviLis ( S.
E T

People's
Platform

Charlotte
Editors, The Mews
‘)N MONDAY, April 25, you

-7 published a story, apparent-
Iy an Associated Press news re-
lease with a Washington dateline,
regarding Post Office employes
abusing their sick leave pri
leges.

There are a number of errors
in this news release that, in all
fairness to the Post Office em-
ployes in Charlotte, and in other
towns where The Charlotte News
is circulated, should be corrected

First, the article stated that an
employe received 28 days sick
leave each year. At the present
time an employe receives 13 days
sick leave each year if he works
the full year. Until about three
years ago, this was 10 days a
year.

As to an_employe abusing his
or her sick leave, if he is out sick
more than three days he must
present a doctor’s certificate stat-
ing that he was incapacitated to
do his work. If he is out one
hour, his supervisor must approve

his_application for sick leave

If an employe is advanced any
sick leave, and the law will al-
low him to be advanced as much
as 30 days, his postmaster must
approve of this advance and the

the administration, has voiced its
disapproval of any pay raise un:
less certain conditions are met
These conditions are distasteful
to about 90 per cent of the em-
ployes, and therefore we do have
making its rounds,

is give
it his most careful consideration.
There is very little chance for
an ordinary employe, of the regu-
lar rank and fille, abusing sick
leave. There are too many that
rate above us to do the check-
ing

2.

There are more than a half mil-
lion employes that come under
this sick leave, Whether the em-
ploye is abusing his sick leave,
or whether he is out with a brok-
en leg or neck, if you will check
the percentage that is out sick,
you will find that it is nothing
fo get excited ahout, and it is our
belief t'wt such stories are be-
ing circulated to put the postal
employe in a bad light, as we
have a bill trying to be enacted
that will give us a much needed
and also inadequate pay raise,
The Post Office Department, and

In the halls of Congress, never
does a congressman or a senator
start a speech aboul the postal
employes, without the prelude of
“these loyal and faithful em-
ployes . . ."” Check the Congres-
sional Record, please.

. §, DZNIBLINSKI, President
Local 375,

onal Federation

of Post Office Clerks

‘Quality Of Mercy

Is Not Strained . . ."
Charlotte

Editors, The News
EOPLE'S Platform for Mon-
day, May 2, “Religious Prej-
udice on Trial” should be gener-
ally enlightening. Both of the long
letters, from readers King and

‘I'm Asking You In A Nice Way’

The Cost Of Congress

It's Doubled Since

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON

HE COST of Congress has
rhore than doubled in the past

10 years and apparently will con-
tinue going up in the years ahead
A Congressional Quarterly anal-
ysis shows Congress spent slight
ly more than $15.4 millien for its
own operation in fiscal 1944. Ten
years later, this cost had jumped
to $37.8 million. Nearly $41.2 mil.
lion has already been appropri
ated, but not mecessarily spent

for ssional operations in
fiscal 1 which ends June 30
The congressional pay raise

while having little effect on the
fiscal 1955 figures, will add about
$49 million to the cost of Con-
gress in subsequent years
Proportionately, legislative ex.
penses make up only a small part
of the total cost of the federal
government
2% CENTS A HEAD

The cost of Congress made
up about 002 per cent of total
federal expenses in fiscal 1944
The proportion was .01 per cent
in fiscal 195, and may be about
08 per cent in fiscal
This figured out to aba
cents per person in fiscal 194
23 cents a person in fiscal 1954
The per capita cost will be about
2 cents for each U. 8. inhabitant
in fiscal 1955
THE GOOD OLD DAYS

Since 190, the cost of Congress
has jumped about 800 per cent. It
cost only $4.4 million fo_operate
Congress in fiscal 1900. But that

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
California

GDV' Goodwin Knight of

was about .09 per cent of all fed-
eral expenditures, so, percentage-
wise, Congress takes less of the
tax_dollar today.

The per capita cost in 1900 was
6 cents,

These costs include salaries of
congressmen and their staffs, ex-
penses of committees and con-
gressional investigations, postage,
telephones, furniture, and other
“housekeeping” expenses.

Figures do not include money
spent for new construction, main-
tenance of buildings and grounds,
printing the Congressional Record
and other documents, or maintain-
ing the Library of Congress.

G t
What's the reason for the ris-
ing cost of Congress?
Inflation, of course, -explains
part of the rise. But a major fac-
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tor is the increase in congression-
al staffs brought about by the
Legislative Reorganization Act of
1946,

This act augmented staffs “of
committees as well as of individ-
ual members to allow Congress,
as one of the three equal branches
of the federal structure, to keep
abreast of the complexities of
modern government

In 1944, congressional officers
and employes accounted for al-
most $7.4 million of total legisla-
tive expenses. In fiscal 1954, this
expense had increased 300 per
cent, to slightly more than $22
million.

COUNSELS COME HIGH

Similarly, money paid for leg
islative counsels jumped more
than 300 per cent in the 10-year
period—from $71,000 in fiscal 1944
to $232,000.in fiscal 19

Larger committee staffs per-
mitied more investigations in the
congressional drive to keep track
of the expanded executive branch.
This contributed to a jump from
$833.000 in 1944 to $27 million in
fiscal 1954 in the amount spent
for special and select committees
and investigations.

BIGGER EXPENSES

Other major increases in legis-
lative costs include a six-fold
boost in members’ mileage and
expenses—from $218,000 in 1944 to
$1.3 million in fiscal 1955—and a
400 per cent increase in the funds
spent for joint committees—from
$101,000 in 1944 {0 $488,000 in 1955

Cherry, are answered in few
words from you of rational reap-
praisal and effective rebuttal

Visitors here, we have admired
youy editorial presentation of lo-
cal, state, national and interna-
tional matters

As Unitarians, charter mem-
bers of the Unitarian Church of
the Larger Fellowship, we appre-
ciate especially your publication
of the facts about the “organized
attack” on the Rev. Edward A.

‘ahill

Furthermore. in regard lo the
third, short letter, itself *“con-
fusing” to us, — we respectiully
suggest that if it be possible to
present it, an article on Unitari-
anism-Universalism might for
some lessen the confusion about
“churches” and creeds!

The article, “What is a Unita-
rian?” in a recent issue of Look
magazine, brought forth many
phone calls, letters, and visitors,
from among favorably impressed
readers, young and old. Several
such I note from North Carolina,
and one from Puerto Rico.

Though only old Towa farmers,
we try to “think straight™ in gen-
eral and as Unitarians “unbeliev-
ing” in all changeless “creeds’,
we fry to feel and live aceord:
ing to the precepts of the simple,
non-creedal “religion” Jesus
and others of the world's “teach-
ers."”

The commandment about
“bearing o

false witness
brought to mind by Mr. King's
letier. The beatitude, “Blessed

are the -merciful for they shall
have mercy,” comes to mind in
connection Mr. Cherry's let-
ter

And I am reminded of my high
school days and of Shakespeare's
Portia and her speech in court

“‘The quality of mercy is not
strained! It droppeth as a gentle
rain from Heaven!, . . "Tis twice
blessed; it blesseth him that gives
and him that takes!"

—MR, AND MRS C. L. STAN-

NARD

Wayward Sparks

o o
Cause Explosions
Charlotte
Editors, The News:
NCLOSED you will find copy
of letter to chief of the

Charlotte Fire Department
which is available for publica-
tion

~0SMOND L. BARRINGER

(Enclosure)
Donald Charles, Chief
Charlotte Fire Dept.,
Charlotte, N, C
Dear Chief Charles:

Having  handled explosives
probably longer than anyone else
in Charlotte and having heen
familiar with the operation of
the Fire Department for more
than 60 vears T was particularly
interested in the account of the
gas explosion which wrecked the
on E. Trade St. Sunday
morning.

Having been a user of hoth
gas and gasoline for a number
of years I have continually eau.
tioned other users ahout the
anger of turning on the elec
tric light in the kitchen or ether
parts of the house that might
be filled with dangerous fumes
as the electric spark from the
light switch (unless it is the
mercury type) is an almost ideal
way o cause an explosion and
while this bakery explosion was
caused by a match it could have

Krokedil Tears

Postal Workers: 'Loyal And Faithful Employes’

been caused by the spark from
the light switch.

1 am therefore taking advan-
tage of (he time to write you
this letter (and am sending a
copy to The Charlotte New:
with the hope that it might
someone's life.

—O0SMOND L. BARRINGER

From One Loser—
A Vote Of Thanks

Charlotte
The News:
Y UR PAPER is to be com-
mended for trying to arouse
the people of Charlotie to go to
the polls May 3 to vote on the
important issues: Electing a sev-
en-man council as well as mil-
lions of dollars in bonds.

As a candidate for the City
Council I want to thank the many
citizens for their support and their
vote. This was’my first entrance
into politics and 1 have had a
very liberal education. It is some-
thing everyone should try once in
a lifetime.

It is my opinion that the vot.
ers have chosen good men and
women to fill the seven council
seats and 1 look forward to watch-
ing the progress of Charlofte for
the next two years. To my many
friends who worked with me and
the 3,500 voters who supported
me 1 extend my grateful appre-

ciation.
~W. FRANK HARRIS

Editors,

Beautiful Tribute
To All Mothers

Dallas, N. G
Editors, The News:

HAVE READ 'with interest

and pleasure the guest edi-
torial, “Let Us Now Honor Moth-
in Saturday's Charlotte
News. It is indeed a beautiful
appraisement of the most famous
mother who ever lived on this
earth: Mary, the mother of God's
own son, Jesus Christ,

As Mr. Blythe in his beauti-
ful tribute points out, she was
a poor little peasant girl, who
lived in a poor and despised
little town; yet God selected her
to become mother of the most
unusual and wonderful person
who ever trod the soil of this
earthly planet.

Thanks, Mr. Blythe!
oring her, you have honored all
good mothers, living or dead

~MRS EDNA H. HENDRICKS

In hon-

Investigations

I‘r 1S true that legislative com-

mittees can abuse their proper
functions and set themselves up
as inquisitors into the beliefs
and conducts of private citizens
to a degree far out of line
with the proper check on govern-
ment operations or the framing
of wise legislation, But I doubt if
an absolute legal formula can safe-
ly be framed to distinguish be-
tween legitimate legislative in-
quiry into the acts of a man or
group of men and illegitimate in-
quiry into_opinions and beliefs
which' explain and inspire their
acts. What is clearly wrong, if not
illegal, is a legislative commit-
tee's random exploration of the
field of opinion or of the fields of
religion and education. In such
fields any legitimate inquiry
should have specific relation to
legitimate action by Congress or
a state legislature. —~Norman
Thomas in “The Test of Free-
dom."”

Dniepropetrovsk’s Hooligans

By JOHN ARDEN
In the London Spectator

"THT MILITIAs time finishes
with the approach of dark
ness, and then it becomes the
turn of the hooligans and robbers
f ‘Come here, you pimply
youth!" bawls s ashka ne'er.
do-well or Sashka lout Let's
g0 and start something.'

*And gang of pimply
vouths, ne‘er-do-wells' and ‘louts
begin to start things. They start
them on tramcars, in a crowd of
cinema-goers and in eating houses,
they importune girls and pick
fights with men. They ‘examine’
how the walches of citizens they
ng, pick their pockets
are sure that the
coat is not patched,

meet are goir
and when th
citizen's ove
they always take it with them."
STATE OF AFFAIRS
Such—according (o the Russian
magazine, Krokodil—is the state
of affairs in Dniepropetrovsk.
And the Soviel papers have since
published a stream of revelations
about similar widespread youthful
hooliganism, usually under the in-
fluence of drink, in most of the
major towns of Russia—Rostov
Voronezh, Odessa, Saratov, Yare-

slavl, Sverdlovsk, Orel, and so on.

Apart from chronic warfare
against that main feature of So-
viet economic life—embezzlement
on the largest scale—crime is

seldom reported in the Soviet
ress,
Smaller scale operations like

the illicit sale of two Moscow fire
engines occasionally make the
back page, but it is only when a
problem is so menacing as

OVER 3 ARTICLES

In the last few months thera
have been over 50 articles in the
central press alone on youth-
ful alcoholism and hooliganism
Komsomolskaya Pravda, the
Young Communist 0rgan, some-
times runs three a week

It has all been on & high politi-
cal level. Indeed, the Young Com-
munist paper has twice had to re-
buke a number of local youth pae
pers for “sensationalism"—for in-
stance, that in Orel which printed
the photograph of a youth whose
sole claim to fame was that he
had traveled without a shirt on a
bus, thus revealing “the indecent
inscription tattooed on his chest.”

Knight Courts Organized Labor's Vote

in the past—though dead against Eisen-
hower—other lifelong Democratic labor

fornia.

sort of Republican Al .Iolsm"[rnm Cali-

Adams

ard Nixon
have had a fit

another Californian, might

Republican, once a darling of Cali
fornia big business, did an interesting
thing while in the East for the gover-
nors’ conference last week.

He spent his time not in kowtowing
to the White House or to various sena-
tors or to other governors. He spent
a good part of his time making friends
where the Republieans badly need
friends—with labor. He had a breakfast,
a dinner, and a lunch with the top labor
leaders in the capital, then went to Phil
adelphia for a meeting with the Ia
feaders of Pennsylvania, New Jersey
Delaware.

Furthermore,

and
he wowed ‘em.

Presidential Timber

Remarked Dick Grey, head of the
Building and Construction Trades Union
“Here’s a man that could well run for
President ”

While Grey has rted Republicans

leaders scemed highly impressed with the
Republican ~ governor  of  California
Among them was Joe McComb of the
Retail Clerks Local 1360 of Camden, N.
J., also director of the combined AFL-
CIO Political League for New Jersey.
“Why can’t we have some good Re-
publicans like this*" he remarked. And
he fingered his rosary while having his
picture taken with the governor, hoping,
he said, that it was not just a dream.

White House Luncheon

Earlier in the week. Gov. Knight
lunched at the White House with glum,
tight-lipped Sherman Adams, the man
who really runs things in the Eisen:
hower administration. Adams looks down
his nose at most people who don't come
from New England, and Knight was no
exception. Adams acted as if the gover-
nor, who is a great story teller, were a

“Where did you study law?
asked.

“At Stanford and Cornell.”
“Where did you live at Cornell?”
“At the Alpha Delta Phi house.

Labor’s Support

Gradually the governor of California
appeared to be more acceptable to the
ex-governor of New Hampshire who now
runs the White House.

“How did you get such a big majority
when you ran in California?" Adams
asket

“I got the endorsement of labor,” and
Knight went on to tell how the top labor
leaders not only endorsed him but raised
money for his campaign. He indicated
that other sRepublicans who wanted to
win might well follow his example

Gov. Knight did not, however. go into
detail regarding his highly significant
labor conferences in Washington, If he
had, Adams' friend, Vice President Rich-

For Knight had dinner with Bill
Schnitzler, secretary-treasurer  of the
American Federation of Labor, the No,
2 man to President George Meany, He
also  breakfasted with Jim McDevitt,
head of the AFL Labor League for Po.
litical Rights. And he drove to Phila-
delphia in the car of Jim Suffridge, sec-
retary of the Retail Clerks. Finally he
had an hour's conference with Dave
Beck, head of the Teamsters' Union, in
the latter'’s shiny new office in the
Teamsters' gleaming marble Taj Mahal
built right under the nose of Congress.

One question labor leaders were em-
phatic about was that they would not
ha\'c\' any part of the Republican ticket
if Nixon was on it. either as President
or vice president. The one heart-heaf scp-
arating the vice president from the Pres.
ident, they said, was too uncertain, es.
ggrmﬂ_v when the President is well over

e




