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Government By Remote Control

Wﬂ'l'” DISARMING casualness, Guil-
i ford’s Rep. Clyde Shreve has pro-
posed legislation which could touch off
one of the hottest political debates of
the 1955 General Assembly.

He would submit to 1956 voters con-
stitutional amendments which, if ap-
proved, would permit Tar Heel counties
fo wote on the adoption of “home rule
charters.”

It is like the echo of an old refrain.
Tar Heel politicians have been grump-
ing about the home rule issue for years

But when the time comes to surrender
a great deal of authority to local govern-
ing bodies, many legislators hastily pull
in their horns

Thev plainly like the power and pres-
fige that comes with calling the legisla:
shots on back-home matters—setting
salaries and fees, for instance

Efforts to solve the problem produced
constitutional amendments in 1835, 1888
and 1017. But the problem has shown
remarkable tenacity. It has survived all
these efforts.

Between 1789 and 1835, some 74 per
cent of all laws passed by the General
Assemnbly were private, local or special
acts. Fiftynine per cent fell in this cate-
gory between 1835 and 1868 and 49
per cent hetween 1868 and 1917 From
1917 to 1947, the problem got worse in-
stead of better—the number of local, pri-
vate and special acts took up 68 per
cent of the total.

The situation stirred one legislator to
tell the University of North Carolina's
Institute of Government in 1947

1 am somewhat convinced that it is 2
method of evading responsibility and
clearly that it is a method of “passing
the buck.” It is absurd that a body
of responsible men should sit in a com-
mittee and consider that the office space
in (a certain) county needs re-arrangs
ing ... and other matters equally petty,
Somewhere; it seems to me, the people of
that county could handle such matters
and thus become, for a time at least, in-
terested - in local affairs

That precisely is the problem. Meck-
lenburg’s own Board of County Commis-
sioners has shown remarkably little in-
terest in home rule—even opnosing one
home rule proposal in mid-Tanuarv A
month earlier. some Charlotte city coun-
cilmen indicated in a pre-meeting huddle
that home rule was nothing but an
“ahstract catchword”—then turned richt
around and asked the General Assembly
to pass a law giving Charlotte “specific
authority for the disposal of stolen bi-
cveles remaining in the hands of the
Police Dept. where owners cannot be
found or identified.”

The present system of referring such
trivial matters to the General Assem-
bly for laws to be passed is costly for
taxpavers. time-consuming for leislators
and totally unnecessary. Mr. Shreve's
bill offers the prospect of reform. It
should be adopted.

Kerr Scott's Double-Edged Sword

Wr KERR SCOTT waited long and
patiently before preparing a piece
of major legislation for the US. Senate.
But when the time was ripe, he served
up a chef d'oeuvre.

1t is a bill to establish a World Food
Bank patterned after the successful In-
ternational Bank for Reconstruction and
Redevelopment (known simply as “the
World Bank"). He was joined in sponsor-

o of the measure by Montana's vet-
eran Sen. Jim Murray

Tn the ruddy glow of last spring’s cam-
paign, a supremely confident Mr Seott
indicated that such a plan might be pro-
posed when he got to Washington. As
it turned out, this was not simply a
hustings come-on

The bill is worthy of serious consid-
eration. On the surface, at least, it offers
hope for a sensible solution to Amer-
jca’s pesky farm surplus problem.

With near-starvation and poverty in
some parts of the world and bumper
surpluses in other parts. a reasonable

formula for redistribution is needed

In Sen. Scott's mind, a World Food
Bank would “serve as a medium of dis-
tribution for the effective and business-
like disposal and utilization of so-called
surplus food. fiber and other agricul-
tural products which have or may ac-
cumulate or be needed in this or other
particinating nations.”

According to the Scott program. sur-
pluses would not be given away. A
“hank” would he created on which needy
nations could draw when times are bad
Renayment would be in cash or in kind.

There are some Kkinks in the scheme
which need straivhtening out. Are there
really enough food-surplus nations to
supnly the demand? Can such an avency
really deal in food as the present World
Bank deals in cash?

But here, certainly, is the basis for an
important program. If perfected. it
could become an effective, double-edoed
weapon against the problems of terrible
hunger abroad and mounting stockpiles
at home.

Southeastern Industry’s Nuts & Volts

HE little men who count Kilowatt

hours for the Edison Electric Insti-
tute had U.S. business editors doing
double takes today—including our own
J A. Dalv, They reported that, for the
week ending March 26, there was a
whopping 25.3 per cent increase in the
Southeast’s electric power output over
the same period a year ago

No other US. region even approached
such a recor

The Southeast's great spread above
the national average gain (1687 per cent)
is not entirely due to Dixie's atomic
energy plants. Nor is it due to the

From The Atlante Journal

bumper baby crop that keeps parents
burning lights into the wee small hours.
Sure. atomic energy and babies may fig-
ure in the power picture hut the biggest
gains can be traced to the Southeast's
free-wheeline industrial expansion

Perhaps there is something. as well,
to reports about the steady gain in the
number of electrically-operated household
appliances southeasterners are buying by
the carload these days.

It all reflects, we believe, the return
of profitable prosperity to a region
somebody once called the nation’s No. 1
economic problem

COMPANY FOR DINNER

LDER persons. so lately swept from
the slower pace and easy hospitality

of another era. never “feel right” about

not asking anvone they see to accompany
or

way it used to be. Whether

several miles from town

distant place. a visitor in 2
1 fown at mealtime received and
ally accepted an invitation to dine.
A small town housewife seldom knew
how many guests to expect, but usually
she “allowed a little more” hecause her
husband almost certainlv would arrive
for the midday meal with one or more
guests. She always did this on Sunday,
because it was the ¢ m to invite ““folks
at church” Anyone who lived outside the

or in some

sm

us

city limits was assured of being invited
by somebody

But such pleasantries have all but van-
ished now. Sometimes older folks ex-
tended invitatior visitors at church,
probably in memory of olden times
However, there is a sort of unspoken
understanding that t bid will be de-
clined. All realize that an acceptance

would create an for the
would-be hostess

The automobile and paved roads really
abolished the custom.

Even after fast transportation ended
all this, however, the custom lingered
Habits of a lifetime are not easy to
break. Families liked having “company.”
and who doesn’t like a good meal served
up in:a friendly atmosphere?

Finally, changing times caught up with
everybody. Food prices multiplied, cheap
servants disappeared, wives got them-
selves jobs. Living became a fast prop-
osition

8o the custom passed. Now it is fondly
remembered only by the older persons,
who perhaps have forgotten how harass:

emergency

ing it actua was as they yearn some-
times for the easygoing hospitality that
once gave living an added fl

They realize. howes

r, that the pattern

of todav's living could not be adiusted
to such indulgences Adding several
unexpected guests plates to the table

day after day would atomize most food
budgets and soon bring up the last straw
for already fatigued housewives who do
their own work. Not to mention ruffling
the dispositions of servants.

Something that may be a genuine nov-
elty developed in the Lumber Bridge
section this week, when a man was shot
in the les and police found no indication
of who shot him or why It is bad enough
to get shot at all. but it must be exas-
perating to have no exolanation for it
That is not even any help to anvhody
else in showing them hew to keep out of
trouble —LunmsrrTON ROBESONIAN

The Army has a new gadget for meas-
uring airborne particles. 1t's designed for
use in case of germ warfare attack. In
the meantime, while we wait, wonder if
the Army would—ah—Ilet us borrow the
thing—ah—ah—ah—to detect when a—
ah—ah—ah—springeoldiscoming — ah —
kuhadshishikbble!'—SnrLBY STAR.

The worst combination we know of is

lots of initiative ‘and an offensive per:
sonality, — HaMILTON COUNTY (TENN.)
HERALD.

The nudists were planning a costume

party and were worrying about what
wear. “Well,” said one, “with my var
cose veins I think I'll go as a road map."
—CARLSBAD CURRENT-ARGUS.
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The Democratic Nominatio

By STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

F ADLAI Stevenson wants the
Democratic nominatipn, he can
have it for the asking. On this
point the shrewdest observers in
the Democratic Party are now
agreed. But they also agree that
if he wans to run, Stevenson will
have to pass the word soon—prob-
ably by September or October
No one supposes that Stevenson
is going to get up on a roof and
shout at the top of his lungs that
he wants another try at the White
House, There are more delicate
ways of making his wishes known
SURE §
For example, a move is already
of fool to revive the Citizens for
Stevensun organization, on a skel-

etal basis. But cbviously the or-
ganization  weill not be revived
without Stewvenson’s tacit con-
sent

There are plenty of other signal
flags, which Stevenson can hang.
out, and which the initiated car.
read without a code book. If the
signal flags spell “yes"—and if
they are hung aut fairly soon—
that will be that, in the now al-
most universal opinion among in-
formed Jemoecrats

This is not because Stevenson
is universally loved in his party
He of. But he is at least rea-
sonably acceptable to most sec
the party—more o than
2 er candidate presently
jble, Thus a fight, inevitable in
the case of any other candidate

FarmPriceSupport

ADLAI STEVENSON
Where Are The Signal Flags?

can be avoided if Stevenson

“goes

Another reason why Stevenson
can have the nomination for the
asking—if he asks soon enough—

is that the prize is not thought to
be worth a great deal. The great
majority of Democrats privatery

believe that. in a repeat of the
1952 race, venson would be
beaten again, perhaps worse than
last time. But fhey think anyone
eise would be heaten worse than
Stevenson

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON
FAH.\[ lobbyists are doing some
legislative spring plowing on
Capitol Hill. The harvest could
bea revised
price - supports
program
As many farm
as’ financial
worriesgrow,
members of the
National  Farm
ers Union are
eaming with

farm and labor

COOLEY allies  to  work
Storm Center for enactment—
e d prodably will come
c E of a House
bill to regl e administration
progran of f1 r s

with rigid supports at 90 per cent
of parity for five basic crops
TAR HEEL'S BILL

Introduced by Rep. Harold D.
Cooley (D-NCI chairman of
the House Agriculture Committee,
the measure also would raise mi
mum dairy supperts from 75 to 80
per cent of parity, and initiate a
farm referenclum on _a multiple
price plan under which wheat for

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

domestic food would be pegged at
100 per cent of parity

The bill's supporters point out
that net farm income in 1954 was
10 per cent below 1953, and that
according to official calculations,
“further declines are in prospect™
for this year and 1956 “It's a
cinch that, under the dangerous
policy of lowering price supports,
things will get worse before they
get better,” said one legislator.
CLOSE VOTE SEEN

The Cooley bill was approved
March 10 by
House Ag
though m
the House vote
say the bill
is nearly
present i
Jarger battle next year

The bill is vigorously opposed
by the kingpin of the farm bloc.
the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration. Having long led the fight
for flexibla supports, Farm Bureau
are determined to block
effort to upset the present
gram. “It would mean turning
hack the clock to the very system
under which farm income has de-
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“We don't want them to learn any of our secrets

Suppose the Stevenson signal
flags read “no—but I'm for Ave-
rell Harriman.” They are much
more likely to read this way than
a simple “no.” According to re-
liable report, on their recent get-
together in Albany, Stevenson and
New York's Gov riman
reached an unspoken agreement,
hy a sort of mental telepathy. This
telepathic urderstanding, put into
words, might read about as fol
low

Harriman

I'm for you if you

clined in recent years,” said one
spokesman.

While agreeing that a price sup-
port program is necessary to the
future of agriculture, Farm Bu-
reau officials say it must be one
vhich does not stimulate produc-
tion beyond the needs of the mar-
ket They're telling congressmen
that high, rigid supports encour-
age expanded output of foods al
ready in surplus

Through newsletters and per-
sonal contacts, Bureau spokesmen
are reminding Congress and the
public that price supports were
enacted during the depression,
and were raised to 90 per cent
during World War II to boost food
output. “The present program

el r ks a return to prin
Tier legislation.” says

Charles B. Shuman, AFBF pres-
ident.
LABOR JOINS FIGHT

Although officials of the Na-

tional Farmers Union, long-stand-
ing advocate of 100 per cent farm
supports, feel the bill has many
defects, they are pushing for it
step in the right direction.”
have the cooperation
of both the Congress of Industrial
Organizations and the American

/

3
PR

1804 T Ragister
n

Tribae Cynbcats

do we!"

n: Adlai's For The Asking

run, Adlai, but I'm for mysell if
you don't

Stevenson: I'm for you il 1don't

Stevenson might well be able to
put Harriman across, it he had a
mind to. As governor of the big
gest state, after all, Harriman has
a perfectly legitimate claim. He
has a useful habit of success. And
with Stevenson out, the northers
professionals, like New York
Carmine DeSppio, Pittsburgh's
Mayor David Lawrence, Connecti
cut’s John Bailey, and Richard
Daley of Chicago (who looks like
becoming Stevenson's long: sought
James Farley), would be most
likely to agree on Harriman. And
they might well have the voles
nominate him, over the opposi-
tion of the South.

But suppose that the Stevenson
signal flags read, “1 haven't made
up my mind yet,” gnd continue
to read that way month after
month, Then the situation is like-
ly to start coming apart at ihe
seams. For Democratic observers
agree that there is a point beyond
which Stevenson cannot hold back
—and that point is not many
months away.

1f Stevenson delays too long, 2
process of crystallization around
other pbssible candidates is sure
to take place. Harriman, for ex
ample, cannot afford to wail in
definitely for Stevenson to make 1'p
his mind. Michigan's Gov. G
Mennen Williams is making can
didate-like noises already. And if
Stevenson delays, a whole series

Federation of Labor.

Labor spokesmen told CQ their
interest arises from concern over
falling employment in industries
dependent on farm buying power,
and hope for aid from rural con.
gressmen in their bid to boost
the minimum wage
‘CITY VOTES"

‘The labor-farm coalition is con-
centrating on House Democrats
from “city”’ districts. The House
in 1954 voted to substitute fle
ible for rigid supports on a 228-17
roll call and the coalition
that this year it can pick up
40 “city “district” votes and re-
verse the decision.

To help capture these votes, top
farmers union strategy meetings
have been held in Washington
and officials have sent “action
letts and news bulleting to
their 270,000 member - familie:
urging them to “talk to friend
and neighbors.”

CI0_ CAMPAIGN

AFL and CIO officials are but
tonholding  “city” congressmen,
urging support for the Cooley bill
Robert Oliver, legislative direc-
tor, has written all congressmen
that the CIO regards the bill as
one of the session's “most im
portant issues.”

i
AVERELL HARRIMAN
A Legitimate Claim

of favorite sons will begin taking
themselves seriously as candi-
dates.
But the best bet is that Stev-
enson will discreetly raise the
ves" signal flag fairly soon.
stevenson is far from unamoi-
i and he is by now painfully
re that he cannot possibly
duck the nomination and hope to
curvive politically. What s mor
Stevenson is now telling all com-
ers that the notion that President
Sisenhowe unbeatable is a
m; Th ar implication is
that he is the man to prove it

s:The Tar Heel & The Tempest

Also lending modified support
{o the Cooley bill is the powerful
commodity group, the National
Milk Producers Federation. Of-
ficials say the Federation was
chiefly responsible for inclugion
of some of the bill's dairy pro-
visions. ““We generally favor flex-
ible supports, but the dairy farm-
er needs a break that will
sure him of equitable treatment,’”
said E. M. Norton, executive sec-
retary of the group.

GRANGE NEUTRAL
The other member of the farm
bloc's *'Big Fo - the National
Grange — i taking a neutral po-
But officials are active in
ng up member
e hill's multipl
. which one Hill expert
range-inspired
Most of the farm bloc repre.
sentative terviewed by C
agreed orton that '"Prac-
tically no one is satisfied with
the present program: farm
groups are putting on a fight over
HR 12 (the Cool becal
it's the only bill at b it eve
tually agriculture needs a broad-
#1, more comprehensive prog:am
than this."
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People’s Platform

Good Phone Service
Despite The Strike
Charlotte
Editors. The News
WOULD like to compliment
the layal employes of South-
ern Bell who are keeping local
and long distance service in op-
eration. | have used long distance
service many, many times to all
sections of the cous and have
received exceptionally courteous
and prompt serv Not once
have 1 been delayed on a long
distance call. 1 believe service is
equal to or better than before the
strike began.

—R. N. JONES

Speeders Beware—
A Citizen's Warning
Ch

site
Editors, The News
LL ME what you will or
may—snitcher, stool-pigeon or
some of those other names of
yours—but you had befter check
If you don't some
body is going to land in jail. Il
see to that
Some of e 1st St for a
race track wh L get to Se
ond Ward High School
Well, there is a y o

attends Second V

who is my gran
please don't run

Don't, them
down.

To protect them 1'll
protect the other Kids
nothing but .ight

And the same holds true (¢
vou speeders that make a spee

way out of Pearl St, where the
Pearl St. Playground is locates
As 1 said above, check your

speed, or 1 will get your num-
ber, turn it K b he first
o take the stand and help prose-
cute you

goes double for the

Jet the kids an-
old play pool, and
t care to whom you
sell your whisky and beer
—JAMES K. ALEXANDER

From Junior League,
A Note Of Thanks

Charlotte
The News
OUR fiscal

a consistent
n, and in

tation to the
your staff have
r called upon

~ELIZABETH F. LASSITER
President, Junior League

News Thanked By
Charlotte Realtors

Board of Real
grateful for tha
that your news-
our national presi
Walternede, on his

Th n.
—ROBERT R. RAYNE,
President
Charlotte Board Of Realtors

Allies Balk At Quemoy, Matsu Fight

WASHINGTON he was a young officer The Presi-  JohniFoster Dulles may not ¥ Tribur o't %0, Dulles: howe
NSIDE the” White House — Here 1s dent apparently n't know that it was play both sides of the street when it ever, told Mrs. Reid's staff to stick by
why President is so skittish Adm. Redford who put the usually gy «hh -‘P\"P'i"‘?"-nl‘"“"cvi:"’uh th their 5.
mbroiled over Quemoy |, e ing. ¢ . tics, but he certainly plays both sides
Tas receivid 3 yu:’;le h lent Camey up lo having the PrESS' yhep it comes to tipping off the news Merry-Go-Round
e P Ichiro Ha. briefing session papers When he planted a copy
oy that Japsn will not permit us . of the secret, supposedly suppressed Do Dillon called o :
fo¥ase lipanese bases to fight Red Inside The Pentagon Yalta papers with the New York Tir Dulles last week, told M" ahiooht
Jinam. sald Hatoyama, could Rot A1l is now qQuiet at the Pentagon. I! the inside fact was that he e Sk e e B
N, S iacked  the Chinese you ask a gemeral what time it is, he fhe score for a sensational Yal dediin merican  ambassador to
om Japanese bases. » answers in a whisper. If you ask an ad he gave the rival New York He rance by June 1. Dillon has never quite
fcation from miral If it's raining outside, he says: Tribune The facts have remained recovered from a back injury he suf-
not support Us “It's off the record Iko tied their seeret for 10 years, but can now be re- fered in Paris. His successor still look,
Not only such tight knots you cant Veale HhE e Mt bie e
the Ca ello of them. Tiiver T ra exeelly 10 vt 10 the very hnbarsadob izl our glamorous
nt himself who ordered Sec. month that Dulles, then con to G it e e g e
Defense Wil to stop all a Democratic State Dept. of R the hot backstage
rences, specches » ( Reid, own 50 by the two
interviews and c Herald Tribune POKEr PIRyELE=yoens, Wale
en three votes 1 n d Jenner of Indi
The USA and every other c ecrel of

t

Nate Twining
News and World
Gen. Curtis Le May

conferences, either on or

This secret

apon at Yalta it e
Gen. as it now develops, over t 4 C - ¢ on ne agency's’ awk
ended a U S Alger Hiss, It was one of the most hush. fo he administration has
interview with conference By Lo save money. It will
No more press secret that Secretary of State Fd Stet- o il
off the record, tinius flatly, vigorously told the Herald ML
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