THOMAS L. ROB
J. E. DOWD....
B. S. GRIFFITH.

THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

Publisher
-----General Manager
---Executive Editor

INSON...

TUESDAY, APR

IL 26, 1955

The Nonvoting Habit |s Dangerous

By any standard precious few south-
erners exercise the rights of citizens in
a democracy.

Ki

=V.

Jr. in SouTHERN PoviTics.

HAT Prof. Key said of Dixie in gen-
' eral is disgracefully true of Char-
lotte in particular.
Electoral apathy in yesterday's city
primary assumed colossal proportions
In a city of approximately 150,000, a
few well-organized neighborhoods--vot-
ing in blocs—could have completely re-
versed the results
Only by tur
numbers for ’)v‘ \I“
Charlotte erase some
by doing so, they ¢

respectable

lso restore much-

Religious Prejudice

Vl‘HP, atmos; al campaigns
is seldom Olympian

The arguments often lack
intellectual touch

A certain amount of lively abuse is ex-
pected. It is usually forgettable and for-

e of po!

the highest

givable
But the kind of charges hurled at the
Rev. Edward A. Cahill. an unsuccessful

candidate for the City School Board, was
a different matter. An organized attack
was made on the Rev. Mr. Cahill's re-
ligion.

1t so happens that the Rev. Mr. Cahill
is a Unitarian minister but that makes
no difference, Hﬂ could be a Baptist or

a Catholic, and i make no differs
ence. The Rev. Mr. Cahill's religious be-
liefs have nothing to do with his can.
didacy for a public office.

Appeals to prejudice on religious
grounds cut deep into the tissues of
community life

needed vitality to the city's
scene.

This faith in the good judgment of
yesterday's voting minority was touch-
ing. But this could develop into a dan-
gerous habit

A limited electorate does not inspire
good government

1t does not make for a healthy democ-

political

racy either
The marking of a ballot—an act by
which the citizen may participate in

selecting the peonle who will govern
him—symbolizes the entire democratic
process

That symbol was weak and flickering
in Charlotte yesterday

& Public Office

They threaten us with something
thoroughly repugnant-—something com-
pounded of hate, fear, suspicion and
meanness

The Rev. Mr. Cahill, in answer to the
charges, said

Making qualification for h
lic office contingent upon belief
ticular_theological doc
the weight of fundamental
cedure

Tt is a sorry day
a man's religious beliefs become a
litical weapon

ican

when in free America
po.

We thoroughlv agree with these senti-
ments. We believe that most Char-
Iotteans, whether they supported Mr.
Cahill or not, also agree

‘When Americans anvwhere stoon
malienant, intolerant nolitical camnai
based on relizious nreiudice. they turn
their backs on a proud tradition

Tohareo Tax: A Reasonable Remedy

F THE SKY over Raleigh was dark
today it was because the General
Agsembly's fiscal vroblems had flown

flanping home to ronst

After 110 days
taxes was at ha

Storm center of the revenue bill served
un bv special Senate and House finance
subcommittess was a proposed fax on
tohacea products

1f the choire is truly hetween this and
tha by the farm
is clear

he enacted
ision is necessarily a diffienlt
North Carolina has avoided it for
vpars But time has come to face
the fiscal picture realistically
We not unmindful of the vast
nnortance of tohaceo growing and man-
ring industries to the state's econ-
Hawever, careful studies indicate
thare has been no appreciable
» in the demand for tohacco prod-
which, in voars,
excise those

showdown on
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either hit nece:
economie growth

raises a fundamental question:

Where can North Carolina afford to seek
new revenue?

From Manten to Murphv
that the state needs new
agricultural development. But
Carolina will hardly he encouragin
develonment if it raises its income or
corporation taxes, puts additi taxes
on necessities or puts new levies on
itams whara tagat R
effact
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health
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answer then lies
uriss or “nonessentiale

This is what Gov. Tuther Hodees
his adviser= had in mind when they
posad » tohacen tax Jan. 8
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The Hauntina Problem Of The Atom

PRF\‘I’H'\T FISENHOWER'S plan for
a new at chant

cpowered  m

ship to globe on peace
mission | anda coin with two
vastly different side

As a de on of Americ
votion to the ‘lm spment of pe:
uses of nuclear energy, it is an
able idea

But the announ also has mil
jtary ific il ates that U. S
plans for a nuclear Navy may be closer
to reality than been generally sup-
posed

The prospect t the U S. Navy

and Soviet navies
M propelled by
ments dur-
» holstered

and perhaps the B
as well—will ever
atomic power. Si
ing the past
this possibil
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From The Chopel Hill News Leader
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D BAD GRAMMAR
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FROM DEMOCRATIC DIGEST

F AND when President Ei-
senhower decides to hazard a

trip to Mars via space ship it
will m(‘hahh be to try out that
anet's universally famous
“Burning Crater’” golf course

In this vein the White House
correspondents, at their recent
dinner for him, spoofed the Presi-
dent’s passion for the game.
derlining  what even Demo-
crats willingly concede—Mr. Ei-
senhower is undoubtedly the most
dedicated golfer to occupy the
White House.

Though Ike spends more time
on the game than any of his pre-
decessors, several presidents
have shared his preference for
the sport. And all our chief execu-
tives — Democrats and Republi-
cans, fat or thin, good or indif-
ferent—have had extracurricular
diversions of one sort or another
which have helped them stand up
under the heavy pressures of their
office.
DISDAIN

ING PRIVACY

When Washington had a prema-
few

ture touch of spring for a
days last month, White H
sight-seers saw resident
how isdaining the priva h
usually insists upon on vlvn golf
course—enjoying himself on the
South Grounds with practice
drives, chip shots and putts. Old
timers recalled similar occasions

a
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“What have you got that will make the world seem bett
can be sold,

when President Warren G. Hard-
ing practiced shots in the White
House backyard—then not espe-
cially manicured for a profession-
al brand of golf—with his Aire-
dale, Laddie Boy, running inter-
ference. Harding, who was ad-
judged a “capable golfer,” re
laxed in congenial foursomes at
the Chevy Chase Club or the pri-
vate golf course at the late Eva-
Iyn Walsh McLean's Friendship,
DANIELS REPORTS

President Woodrow Wilson
turned to golf for diversion after
the death of his first wife in the
White House in 1914. He was of-
fered an honorary membership in
the Chevy Chase Club, but turned
it down. Concerning this incident
the late Josephus Daniels wrote in

he Wilson Era™:
Though a golfer, he did not
wish to join the most excl
country club. What was the mat-
ter with the man? Other Presi-
dents had even felt honored to
come into the most aristocratic
club and putt with its members
They haven't quit talk
day about lhc golf pl
didn't selec
appointees from his
in the golf ga i

a

mrl
companions

to the effect
0 enamored of
played in the snow, 1
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without a doctor's preseriy
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that were painted red

The first President to play golf
tc any great extent was William
llm\ ard Taft. He was regarded a
0od player,”” accordng to con
temporary reports. In August
1809—his first year in the White
House—a man bet another the
President could not play the dif
ficult Myopia Golf Course outside
Boston under 100. The story is
that the President went around
in 98 That Taft was able to play
at all is remarkable, since this
bulkiest of all our chiel execu-

tives tipped the scales at 354
pounds at his_inauguration
Ulysses § Grant,

s first game of golf
on a visit to England after he
left the White House, is reputed
to have remarked: “That looks
like good exercise, but what's the
little white hall for?"

“DEELIGHTED!
athletically inclined
of our Presidents was Teddy
Roosevelt. In  his zest for all
forms of outdoor exercise, par-
ticularly big game hunting, he
occupies somewhat the game pos-
ition among presidents that Er-
nest Hemingway holds among
writers. As Roger Butterfield in
“The American Past’ deseribes
TR's active tenaney at 1600
Pennsylvania Ave He beunded
in and out of the White House,
plaved cix sets of tennis in an af-
ternoon, waded icy streams in

The most

r and rmple nicer, that
0.

February, dashed off to the
Rocky Mountains to shoot sheep,
slapped visitors on the shoul-
der, howled ‘Dee-lighted!” and
“Buily!” at the least provocation *
TR, had, in fact, his own “ten
nis cabinet”—a group of friends
who played tennis on the White
House grounds with him
President Hoover's contribution
to sports history was his Medicine
Ball Cahinet. He and a group of
friends started the day off at 7:30
am with a medicine ball session
on the White House lawn. The
President explained he preferred
Um form of exercise to tennis

a_brisker T in
less time. In his memeirs, Mr.
Hoover recalls he went through

h.d] mum.c even on
gray ry
\l»l Ah\ u( JH\

the medicine
March 4,
morning and th
administration
PLAIN OLD WORMS
Republican  Presidents Calvin
Coolidge and Hoover had a cer-
tain difference over Mr. Hoover's
special tastes in matters of rec-
reation. Mr. Coolidge fished for
his trout with plain old worms
but was not the basis of
his criticism of his successor
President Coolidge’s main pleas-
ure according to his naval aide,

Vice Adm. Wilson Brown (ret)
was tal weekend Se8 Or
the presidential yacit, Mavflow
er. T es almost always
were. limiled 1o ithe calm walers
of the Potomae, since the Pres
dent suffered miserably from sea
sickness. Adm. Brown surmises
this may have accounted some-
what for Mr. Coolidge’s lack of
interest in a naval building pro-
gram.

ECONOMY MOVE
After he took office, President

Hoover got a lot of mileage out
of his announcement that as an
economy measure he was decom-
¢ the Mayflower and

wn the White House

stables. This impelled ex-President
Conlidge to break silence with the

t 1m guessed the sai-
h were sent
would still

tart
In
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atter of fact, when
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Riding, hun and
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name
ckson Donel.

nephew \Mnu Ja
son
Several of our early
liked to take early
in the Potomae. It was Jo
cy Adams’ habit to rise al

IKE AT PLAY
Next Stop, Burning Crater

build a fire, read his Bible and
then go for a walk or early morn-
ing swim, all while the govern
ment clerks  still slept. Leg-

end has it that a girl reporter,
who had tried unsuccessfully to
get an interview with him, once
trapped the portly President in
his pre-dawn swim and sat on
his clothes on the bank uniil he
answered her questions.
OLD TARGET
Presidential fondness for gams
of chance has long been a target
for the political opposition. In
White House Profile,” Bess Fur-
man relates what happened to
s John Quincy Adams when

}’Hs son and The boom
was lowered on Adams when
in sending up estimatés on the
cost of furnishing the East Roon
it was discovered he had used
of the taxpayers’ money for a
d table, and another $11 for

}nn.

'um: to refurnish the White
umqtn BALLS

later day, President Ruth-
similarly «p
ating himself

to_install

1 ‘m‘v-m after Virg

dential recreation

which Abe Lincoln and Harry
Truman specialized—walking

Four-Cent Letters? A ReluctantC ongress Will Decide

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY
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U. S mails be

A question is a
the postal service's
§

of whether or ot
t will soon fa

en it begins h
to raise

the Post Office

i b

ooks and advertis

circulars
e Murray bill has the ap-
proval of t wer admin-
taking of
- ht a rate
) cut the deficit and put

pay-as-you-go basie

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

service "V
yment and shoul

ncrease is
ther reason

boosts

cool towas

HOUSE \S.

Tohnston
ate-increase

introd d
bill this session

are designed to
contends the

a ratein-
) snould originate in the

ates

r:wwr
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FOUR-CENTERS
Of the $343 million the Post Of
fice Department get

from the proposed new rates, $237

Newspaper and magatine pub-
ailing

h secand-class

]"‘\\.r‘w contend that large in.
ereases in second - class rates
would force many small publica.
tions out of husiness
NOT WHOLE STORY
They also claim the Post O
fice Tiepartment's  hookkeeping
L 1 a second.
i million in fis

tell the whols
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second
I contend they wrap
pers a
most second-class, or publications
mail
1951 increase baoosted see-
ass rates by 30 per ceni

over a three-year period

Russians Gaining In Air Power Race

O . WASHINGTON thetic [ nectic exCon-  portant hearings on behalf of th lishments should be subject to federal
E Ame ay not know g " cGuire made a  gotten workers” of American bus regulation under the FLS act just as in-
it the power pendulum is swinging deal to ort GOP Governor John  the great under-paid, overworked ArmY¥ dusirial companies must comply with the
over toward Soviet Russia as far as air Lodge for reelection. McGuire's reward of clerks who wait on you in chain stores TaftHartley law Some of the big re
strength is concernec was to be a juicy n Lodge's sdmin-  and other retail establishments, tailers now immune from wage and hour
v Day the Russians flew a Istration i, o Senator Murray's bill not only would regulation include
et e oy Ldeleated ofge for DAR8, A  TROVE G e, B0 The ALP gocery chain, with 4600
ooy b At and I Pirtidheecs ards ACt stores and an annual business volume
range jet n as type 37. for the first time, but would raise the of abaut $4.000.000,000 Safe
the 1845 Safe
This May Day the Russians will have FLS minimum wage for all workers 10 way stores, with 40000 employees, the
d type 37 giant jets. In con $125 an hour. It would slso lower the ny, with 1664 stores and
R.52 je bers of the maximum net week fo ployes; F. W. Woolworth, with
we have Eisenhower administrat nd 96000 employes; J. C.
three the promise of 80 cents an w e yes in 1641 stores:
sians are outy ) one change in the 40-hour week D sloas gnd i 1%
H. Mack of New York, 26
Phony Democmt Corner Grocery Protecred 000 emplo
e nA To protect the small er grocery, Another
has com av bill would apply only to re 1
ocrat t Se Exct ta overs who have five or MOTe bring under the law
( tora ho T [ s of
th 1 s more thin $300000 a year. This Dro- plogin y
] - s d chai o festifier Gravt
) ment stores, which hay vays been |5, ( paid retail
B P must ge a immune from the government's wage e a Grant store
De SEC is req t e and hour standards paid only ¢ hour to the same
two Democ ee R White Collar WUTkETS James Suffridge, secretarytreasurer of type of workers Both stores charged the
while the G s in p Sen Jim Murray of Montana has been the AFL Retail Clerks Union, testified same retail prices, despite the big dis
However, s ked a syn- conducting some little-publicized but im- at Senate hearings that big retail estab- parity in labor costs,
»




