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Oft-Shore Islands: ‘Strategical & Political Liabilities’

By WALTER LIPPMANN
NEW YORK
AST MONDAY the Chinese
Ambassador, Dr. Wellington
Koo, delivered a long and inter-
esting speech on the attitude of
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Sugar Creek: A Community Problem

IKE King Augeas of the Epeians,

.4 Charlotte was still in search of a
Hercules today.

According to Greek legend, old Augeas
had 3,000 cattle, including 12 sacred
white bulls. But the stable he kept them
in hadn't been cleaned in 30 years. It
may be assumed that some of the neigh-
bors had begun to complain. So, along
came Hercules. The mighty man stepped
gingerly Inside, sniffed once and agreed
to clear out the stalls unaided in a sin-
gle day.

He did it too

Charlotte’s Augean stable is
Creek

Certainly the legendary
stalls could have been no smellier
tainlv Sugar Cr neighbors
wrinkling their noses in classic alarm

But nobody w3 o play Hercules

For awhile Thursday it looked as if

n. F. J Blythe was ready to help with
the mop and pail At least he introduced
legislation to enable the County Commis.
sioners {0 clean up the controversial
stream by ordering construetion of a con.
crete culvert—to he paid for by property
owners within a half mile at the rate of
a nickel a square foot of land

By 8 am. Friday after protests wailed
up from back-home Mecklenburg. Mr
Blythe explained that he was ‘“not sell-
ing the Sugar Creek bill 1 am merely
giving 'em a wagon fo ride in. . "

He meant that he was just
the legal machinery for a
the county wanted to use it

The principle involved is not new. Ac-
tually the 1911 drainage act permits an
assessment of 85 an acre for land within
the half mile range

But the Blythe bill, by upping

Sugar

king's cattle
Cer:
are

proposing
eleanup if

g the ante

considerably, adjusts the principle to
modern construction costs

Any plan for clearing up an Augean
stable is worthy of careful consideration.
But ‘this one, we believe is simply not
feasible. It has certain major flaws

First of all, the Sugar Creek stench is
not just bad for the property along its
banks. It affects the reputation and pride
of the whole city. By allowing such con-
ditions to exist, the entire community is
to blame. The burden of responsibility
cannot be localized

Nor is its ugliness confined to arbitrary
half mile boundary lines. It is an open
wound that runs across the face of the
community. As such. it mars the charm
and beauty of a whole city. It is the
entire community's responsibility to heal
it

Any improvement in the Sugar Cre
situation will help the whole town

dmittedlv. property values near the
banks might be increased somewhat if

fhe odor problem is solved. But this is
hardly reason enough to soak people
within a half mile of the stream for the
full cost of a community improvement
project. Mere proximity to the source of
a community problem is an unsatisfac-
tory basis for collecting revenue to solve
the problem. If a municipal sewer line
should burst on vour street. it would hard-
Iy be fair for the city to demand that the
neople on vour block alone pay to patch
it up

The search for

a Hercules should go

on. Charlotte’s Augean stable must he
cleaned If the Industrial Waste Ordi-
nance does not do the job. then some

other method must be adopted If a eul-
vert is the answer, then the cost of con-
struction is a burden the entire commu-
nity should share

‘Full Ballot’ Bill Is Unreasonable

EN. C. V. HENKEL'S al to out-
law single-shot voting in North Caro-
a carries apprehension about the politi-
cal pawer of minority groups to absurd
lengths.

It is perfectly true that, under the sin:
hlacs

gleshot system interest
can hoost a particular s strength
by voting for him al even though

the election is to fill several vacancies on
a board, cou commission or legisla-

By demanding an elector cast his
vote for as many candidates as there are
offices to be filled the state would indeed
eliminate a device that has been useful
to voters who are interested in one man
and one man alone

But in halting one undesirable prac-
tice the lTaw would be imposing an un-
fair and unreasonable requirement on
the voter

Surely, there is nothing in the d

cratic tradition which compels an elector
to vote for someone or something he
doesn't want—just to get his vote counted
for someone or something he does want

Tt is an important obligation of citizen-
<hip to 'earn all there is to know about
all candidates. But some citizens just
don’t get around to it. Should we com-

vel them to vote blindlv for neople they
T

know nothing ahout jus !l up a bal-
[of? This wou'd be n
Mr. Henkel's bill

tended. is ill-conceived and un

well in-
r

Applause For ‘A Man Called Peter’

S ELDOM has a motion picture tugged
»J at the heartstrings of Charlotte with
such compelling force as A Man Catien
Peter. Seldom has an essentially spir-
itual theme been handled with such taste,
basic warmth and profundity by Holly-
wood

The film is based. of course, on Cath-
erine Marshall's 1951 bestseller It is the
story of her husband, the late Peter Mar-

shall. one of the most forceful and re-
markable Presbyterian ministers of re-
cent years, He was appointed chaplain
of the U, S. Senate in 1947 and he held

this office until his death in 1949
He was not only one of the vounge

men fo bee come chaplain but he was the
onky ralized American to hold the
post Marshall was born in Scotland
in 1902 and did not come to America
until

Hollywood departed from the usual
movie formula in producing A Mawx
CarLep Perer. It is hoth a success story
d a love storv. But. more important

15 a story told in terms of God's
mate participation in the affairs ¢

It is a faithful portraval of a areat ay

man who. incident,

humble man, a
was no stranger to C

n-Pilot

From The Norfolk Virgini

The movie presents a spiritual mes-
sage of great strength, and yet avoids
undue sentimentality.

Richard Todd brings a man of great
heart and characte portraval
will certainly rank with er acting
triumph in Tue Hasry One of
the more d
ments is de!
mons in condensed [mw nel
famous death sermon delivered
United States Naval
hours before the news

ttack on Pearl Harbor

Jean Peters is also effective
of Mrs Marshall

Clearly. here is a motion picture of
rare quality and wide appeal

Score Card

‘\TE\ VS ITEM: “Salk Vaccine 80-90 per
I effective

< ca
Hrarr

in the role

News item: “Albert Einstein Dies*
Reaction

Roth
the worl
Conclusion (at
A rough week

and Dr. Einstein ha

least one)
for the anti-Semites.

WHY SPOIL THE STORY OF LADY GODIVA?

UR FIRST reac

of the legend of Lady
Peeping Tom. by Historian J
is that Mr. Shelton
Coventry
come ex-friends
any further
fortunately, Mr
Coventry (in
and it seems
Coventry a man
try

Lady Godiva

wife of Leofric

ion to the debu

ing

Godiva and

was
he Earl of Mercia and
lord of Coventry, in the eleventh century
Leofric imposed oppressive taxes. and
Lady Godiva nagged at him about it un
til the earl, in a fit of exasperation not
unknown to families under such circum-
stances, said he would lower the t
when Godiva rode throt
clothed on a horse. Lady
proclamation through the town ad

of her intentions. She rode throuch
town unclothed except for her

1 the townspeople kept the

osed and shades drawn ex

Tom who was caught, struck bl and
labeled through the ages as “Peeping

Mr. Shelton, who i Coventry ci
chamberlain, cites two princi errors
in the legend. First, he says I}‘.n the

ride took place in 1042, at whict
he savs, Lady Godiva would have been
60 years old. That. we submit. doesn't
kil the story,

The point is that there must have been
something good, daring and attractive
ahout Lady Godiva's life to provide the

for legend-making And if the
veomen smithies and
Ilv imoroved the story as
t by, what harm was done?
finds, after 40 years of

cobblers

peasants

Leofric was “a good. kind

nerous man” he would never. never,
never think of spoiling a good story.
Particularly a story that compliments his

wife! Mr. Shelton of Coventry (geo-
graphical) should spend a few months
in Coventry (metaphorical).

P'\wn In Which Is Contained A Two-
Ford Description Of A Person Too Con-
Matter Of Spending
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study

his g in Formosa. They
will reject, indeed they will re-
sist, any proposal which calls for
their withdrawal from the off.
shore islands. There was much
passion in the speech. For while
Dr. Koo observed the diplomatic

niceties and pretended that
was talking about “the well-
meaning pacifists of the free
world” who are “the sponsors of
fanciful formulas,” he was quite
plainly thinking about Mr. Adlai
Stevenson's speech of the week
before, and he was talking at, or

over the head of, Mr. Dulies
TWO THEME:
The formulas, of which many
have been talked about in the cap
ital of the world and in the cor
ridors of the U. N, are all of
them, I believe, variations on two
basic themes. The first collection
of formulas are designed to strike
a balance with Peiping in which
the off-shore islands, plus perhaps
other considerations such as the
seal, are to be given to
Peiping in return for a cease-fire;
Peping for its part would he
¢ not to use lethal weapors
ate”™ Fo nd would
litary co-ex;
e |

this
Swas ibe general iden in \\swmg

DR. WELLINGTON KOO
‘Fanciful Formulas®
ton when the Formosa resolution

was being offered to Congress.
APPEASEMENT?

Dr, Koo is right, it seems to
i liing these form

d not only by his own

in Formosa, but even

government

and HM

For have

they

more emphatically by the govern
ment in Peiping. What must real
lv be worrying him is the second
line of negotiations, which he did
not howeyer refer to expressly
This is the attempt to negotiate
not with the Chinese Communists
but among the  Allies. Here
the bargain would be an Allied
guarantee of Formosa in return
for a disengagement from the off-
shore islands.

A formufa of this sort might
help the President and Mr. Dulles
to disentangle themselves in Con-
gress. But if it were a serious
and candid international agree-
ment, it would have to be a guar-
antee against the military con-
quest of Formosa in return for an
American guarantee not to give
military support to the return of
Chiang to the mainland, and to
treat his regime as provisional
until there is a settlement by in-
ternational agreement of the stat-
us of Formosa

The declaration in Dr. Koo's
speech that the Nationalist troops
will remain, if necessary alone. on
is directed

the off-shore islands
primarily at _th discussions
among the Allies. Dr. Koo is say-

Dulles were fo
e such a bargain with Sir
en, the G eneralissimo
to leave the off
] this is sai-l
if the General
the is.

ing that if Mr

s to leave
n the President's hornd
will remain,

issimo
lands
predicament

‘Look—Why Not Take A Penalty Stroke And
Get Back On The Fairway?’
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Confidence In Smith
Is Not Misplaced

ar. ardent supparter of Jim Smith

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

y in the past, b
Wilson's 4

Genertﬂ Motors Favored

the likable
head ha

was a pract
It the

T Mg B T T e

fo give tiis their cc

—E. A. BROOKS
Vice Pres. in Charge of Sales
Cole Mfg. Co.

Smith Is Man Of
Character, Integrity

ram ool, high school, and
h. h associated with Jim in
h ork, community work
c i ch endea

L if anyone knows
4 est ty, 1 do
in my long friendship and asso

Smith. He has

in aperation
Two years

just at this time
er to let the many
eople know what an_honest. up

right man Mr is and 1
recommend him to the good it
zens of our city in the coming

primary.
~PRYDE W. BASINGER

JOHN FOSTER DULLES
Tainted Epithets

For the Nationalist troops are
reported to be about a third of
Chiang's army. As used to be
said of the French troops which
were locked up in Dienbienphu,
they are like a goal wethered in
the jungle as bait for the
' President 15
of the

pr:
role hunter wil

sacrifice the
cause he will not shoot the tiger

The moral of all this is, 1 sub
mit, that it is an illusion to regard
il\r off-shore islands as a
bargaining either wil
munists or with our Allies

The
truth upon which American pol
icy ought to be based is that the

off - shore islands are liabilities
They are strategical and polilical
liabulities, Our problem is not how
to sell them but how—with honor
date these liabilities

DOUBLE JEOPARDY

Contrary to a widespread opin
ion, the security of Formasa is
not enhanced, it is on the co
trary jeopardized, by Chiang
stand in the off-shore is'ands. They
related to the security of For

mosa only because they greatly
the inse of For
a general war wilh
China were to hreak out--and

if 1t were to be fought v

One In Three

th atom

ic weapons in the Carney style—
how could Formosa be defended®
Suppose, s is more likely thax
not. that the Red Chinese have
received from the Soviet Union,
or have been promised, some nu.
clear weapons of their own. Only
the most headstrong in their reck-
lessness will deny that what is
50 possible is also probable. For-
mosa is a most vulnerable targct
to atomic bombing. Being a sma'l
island without sfface behind it,
Formosa is infinitely more vul-
nerable to atomic destruction than
is mainland China with its vast
space and its vast depth and its
enormous population.

JAPAN'S ROLE

And what are we fo suppose
that Japan would do in such a
war? Is it reasonable to imagine
that Japan would and could p
mit the United States to use her
territory as a base in an atomic
war agains! the ally of the Saviet
Union—which has an air force and
a stockpile of nuclear weapons,
and is two hours flying time from

Jap.
Koo

an?
T would m well for Dr.
and his can friends to siop
pretending r‘un only “well-mean-
ing pacifists” or badly-meaning
appeasers are in favor of diser
tangling the United States, and ‘f
possible Chiang as well, from the
wilitary trap in the off-shore is
ds. The issues involv .
A\ able, to be sure, and the work-
ing out of the ways and meant to
disentangle the ¢
for delibers
the issues cannot be disposed of
by contempluous adjectives, lika
“well-meaning” and by tainted
epithets like pacifist and ap-

pea
SERIOUS BUSINESS

This is a very serious business,
invelving the vital interests of the
United States throughout the
world. Those who hold the view
that these off-shore islands are a
liability and a dangerous entan-
glement include military leaders

and statesmen here and abroa
who fear no  comparison
4 Admiral

Van or Sen,

Gen
nd~be the comparison on
their professional
competence, their political experi-
and wisdom, or their record
» tyranny

New York Herald
une Inc.

the ground o

ence
of resistance
Copyright

The Secret Sessions

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON
notice is still
hefore ono of

ttees. But there are
s that Congress is hecoming

sensitive to public eriticism of

an. 5,
ess convened. and
te and House

er cent of all com

n ':-» meetings were held in se-

k\nn DECLINES

the Senate La
elfare Commit
mmittee to

funds met in
on March 1
record
cared in the

sessions, 51 of which
That wae 82 per cont
“secreey sedre” for any o

tee in 194,

H ee months end:
this same o

During the
ing Apr

se Ways and

also s

the direction e
open door. During the first three
months of 1954, 32 of its 40 ses
sicns were closed, for a score of
8 per cent. For the entire ses-
sion i ! v
cent. « 27
meetings. or 30 per cent, closed.

In another case, little changs

1:as noted despite a_public pledge
of an open door policy. Chairman
Carl \ D-Ga 1 of the Ho

o5 Committee an
25 that he would
rs open to the ex-
derations per-
committee meet

Fity con:

of 7

meetings, 57 closed,
or 1955: 48 meet-

per cent. Only

st 3 wowtks KT
OF 1954

[LBELIT 35 89
OF 1955 CLOSED

Defense Contract News Su ppressed

1 ysler, former though it had no experience in this field ing
and though the Bullard Co. of Bridge rent Huber
Sl port, Conn, an experienced firm, charged Daniel Baheock,
with Gene otors  continuing e : Skl s Allison division,
product Studebaker. an inde- o0 S0 Thisocanitack Swent AoRScatin v &3 000 ) it for $15800,
pendent company. was ordered to end Gemeral Motors on the recommendation Edward B. McNeil a GM vice presi-
truet t ton truck . .. of H. R. Boyer, a General Motors of dent, got an airc HHI‘\H\ system
Chrysler and American Locomotive were ficial loaned to His installed at cost \'!N’N\ GM
ordered to stop production on the M47 advice cost the taxpa: official 1. E. Settle got a barn built at
tank. In contrast, the M41 tank was con. GM also got a free gift of 427 units cost All these facts were cen-
tinued at full speed at GM's Cadillic of toaling machinery . . . This occurred ch later dug out nvi pub-
ant | Motors was ordered before Charley Wilson tock over de- lished in this column Jan. 24, 1953
n produc and the facts
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