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North Carolina: A Borgia’s Paradise

IT WAS a startling statement but all
too true: Most areas in North Carolina
are ideal places for murderers to remain
at large

The man who made it was Dr, Alan M.
Moritz of Cincinnati, professor of pathol-
ogy at Western Reserve University. He
was addressing the eighth annual sympo-
sium of Greenshoro Academy of Medi-
cine.

Why are killers safe and sound in
many Tar Heel communities? Simply be-
North Carolina law makes no
on for regular medical or expert
examination for unexplained or violent
death, noted Dr. Moritz

In the absence of such a provision, a
murderer can escape detection and evade
prosecution if he can arrange matters so
that

1—There are no unfriendly witnesses
to his act

2—There is no visible wound, or, if
there is a wound, to have it appear
as if it were caused by an accident

3—The body is found in a place where
it will not excite suspicion

“The chances are very good that the
case would be considered ‘death from
natural causes’” said Dr. Moritz. “The
nonmedical coroner would assume so.”

The situation is not exaggerated.

The antiquated, totally inadequate cor-

oner system is the continuing shame of
North Carolina

Tar Heels need only remember the
Grandma Doss case to realize how defec-
tive the coroner system really is. One of
the woman’s five husbands was a North
Carolinian. He died of arsenic poisoning
No autopsv was performed at the time.

As a matter of fact, most North Caro-
lina coroners wouldn't know arsenic
poisoning from apoplexy

When a nose count was made a vear
or so ago. only 19 of North Carolina's
100 county coromers were physicians.

In Wilmington not so long ago. a cor-
oner thought a woman had died of a
heart attack when, in fact, she was shot
When the body was exhumed later, a
bullet hole was found in her back

There is no law, however, requiring
the training of coroners to any degree of
professional competence.

There is no law requiring that coroners
be summoned in case of death

A coroner or coroner’s jury must fix
suspicion before calling for autopsy. He
can get anyone to perform the autopsy.

A complete reform of North Carolina's
coroner system is needed and needed

W,

Unless some changes are made, Tar
Heels might as well hang a “Welcome
Borgias” sign at the state horders

Disorder In The President’s Household

OR THE first time in weeks, the
thunder from Asia retired to quiet
mutterings beyond the horizon today. It
was_evident that President Eisenhower
would not be pressured—at least for

fusion over high policy—confusion
further complicated by planted news
stories, reports palmed off on the press
and public as reflections of the admin-
‘lnunn< moods and some of the most
irresy war talk to come out of

awhile to a desperate adventure in
the Formosa straits. He has personally dis-
counted reports from high Navy sources
that a Red invasion of Quemoy and
Matsu is possible in the weeks ahead

But until Mr. Eisenhower set the rec-
ord straight, an incredible amount of
conflicting opinion over the course U S
foreign policy should take was echoing
out of the administration family.

The nation has been treated to an-
other shocking display of official con-

the nation’s capital in years

This spectacle has not been reassuring
—either to the people here at home or
the nation's allies abroad

The time has come for the President
to set his house in order, to achieve
some sort of unity of thought and action
within the administration and to give
the impression at least that matters of
the gravest importance are being han-
dled with sober good sense

A Question Of Nomenclature

OW, it's The War of Northern Aggres-

sion.

At least, that's what South Carolina
called it in announcing that the state
had finally paid off its 1861-85 war debt
in full

Historians should be thoroughly con-
fused by now.

To gentlemen of the old school it will
never be anything but The War

For others, there is the grab bag—
or supermarket—system of historical
nomenclature. The selection includes:

The War Between the States.

The War for Southern Independence.

The Confederate War

The Confederate Rebellion.

The War of Rebellion.

The Late Unpleasantness.

The Late Hate

The War of Secession.

And there are always a few dichards
who eling to Civil War.

Contemporaries couldn't even agree.
It was ‘“civil war” to B. S. Oshon of
Tue New York Womup, first newsman

From The Raleigh News & Observer

REVOLVING

CITIZEN in this plebian vale of
humility who gets into an argu-
ment with Editor Virginius Dabney of
Tue Ricamoxp Times-DisPAaTCH over
any statement involving the word “gen-
tlemen" is undoubtedly brash. To argue

with a combination of Virginius Dabney

and Sir Winston Churchill on that sub-
ject would seem to he more brash to
the point of recklessness. All the same,
when Dabney quotes Churchill as saying
that the Civil War was “the last war
fought between genlemen” both are in-
ing in a revolving silliness—ridicu.

m any point you look at it
tainly no better model of a gen-
tleman in any time exists than that
presented in peace and war by Robert
E. Lee. But sometimes, as reported by

Virginians and their friends, the Ar

of Virginia seems composed completely
not only of Virginians but a mass of
miniature Marse Roberts. Maybe in a
war “fought between gentlemen of
Grant's Army was composed of gentle
men, too. Some southerners were not
s0 sure about Sherman's Army, but Vir-

ginians did not have the privilege of
meeting them in combat or society.

It seems unnecessary, however, to
praise the men in any war in the past
by suggesting that wars since have not
been fought by gentlemen. The obvious
truth is that the strings of boys seen
going into service today in North Caro-
lina or Virginia, Wisconsin or Pennsyl-
vania are just as much gentlemen as
those who took up arms as Yankees or
Confederates nearly a hundred years ago.
Indeed, probably more of them may
qualify by any standards of training for
that vague word “gentlemen.”

At the time of the Civil War those
who most confidently regarded them-
selves as gentlemen in the North could
—and ofien did—hire substitutes. In the

-

to tell the North the story of that busi-
ness at Fort Sumter.

1t was “the American Civil War” to
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels who
wrote from London in 1862 for Die
Presse that “at least the working classes
of England” were on the side of the
North

But journalists in the battle lines had
all sorts of poetical references to the
goings-on—like “Overwhelming Heart-
break” (a southern invention when
things began to look black) and “This
Bed of Glory.”

One southerner of the period solemnly
proclaimed that it was none of these.
It was, he said, the War for God, Wom-
anhood and Holy Right

The more dedicated
ferred simply The Cause.

One thing is for dang sure

southerners pre-

though.

Nobody south of the Mason-Dixon line
ever figured he was bleeding for any-
thing so crass and unbeautiful as the

preservation of slavery.

SILLINESS

South m of those who with equal con-
fidence regarded themselves as gentle-
men were exempted by law from mil-
itary service if they owned a certain
number of sl In no war and in no
region has t
it was "a ric a poor
man's fight during
the Civil War

That ¢ry may been entirely un-
justified. Tt is ce ver, that the
gall Sout not a quality
T ted to "m e who regarded them
selves as gentlemen. The great bulk of
Lee's army was composed of poor, often
illiterate, generally ungrammatical young
farm bovs—many of them from plebian
North Carolina—who would never have
dreamed of ca place a

plan tended to soci

ority over other people. But “w\ could
and did fic v were fighting
for their home not in any
chivalry” for slaver

The very reason for the continuing

place the Civil War holds in the remem-
brance and imagination of men is the
fact that in hardly any other war was a
democracy so divided or the people who

compose the democratic mass of men
so arrayed against each other.
War of gentlemen? Bosh! It was

above all others a people’s war. If it had
been only a coll: of gentlemen, it
would have been about as significant in

history as Don Quixote's combat with
the windmills.

A New York assembly says that new
Tegislation in the state is aimed at mak
ing cc books funny again. Put fun
on the same list as mother, the flag, the

tion and our glorious heritage as
our fearless politicians can speak

r.—MarTooN (ILL.) JOURNAL-GA-

People’s
Platform

= Salisbury
Editors, The News
IDENTS of North Carolina
have really been enjoying the
“around and around” "derby in
our state capitol at Raleigh, as
our state legislators seek some-
b S n{ body’s business, that
or

Joneses™

in these United States

Terrified screams of protesta-
tion, and near-prostration, have
areeted suggestions that the extra
tax be placed on tobacco, solt
drinks, hard drinks, foodstuffs,
seeds, fertilizer, insecticides,
newspaper and radio and TV ad-

hs and that

Oh for the mmd old hoss and
buggy day

From a broad angle it seems
it may yet be necessary to sling
a §10 a year tax on the bachelors
in the state or something. And
say, that seems like a fine idea,

Why not tax the bachelors $10 a
year for each and every year they
have remained bachelors, making
the tax retroactive. For instance a
man who has been a bachelor five
would only be paying $50
‘special privilege" tax, a 10-year
bachelor $100 and a 20-year bache-
lor $200. There's plenty of ba(“v
lors in the state who profes:
their alleged freedom mum
r than that
CAUTION

The idea of taxing unmarried
ladies and widowed and divarced
women would have to be ap-
proached with caution, depending
on how many stocks and bonds
they are clipping, and how much
they are collecting in rents and
alimony

If such a law was to be rushed
through now by the legislature, the
rush of bachelors to get them.
w\m hitched would put the famed

California gold rush to shame,
withoit a doubt
Dan Cupid would get the

*shocking assist"” thrill of his gold-
tipped arrow life, no doubt, and
the Old North State would be as-
sured the boom period of all boom
periods.

Think of the preachers and
magistrates taking in all those un-
expected marriage fees, which
would be spent at mlr <\nres by
their sons and daught
THIS & THAT
And think of the boom in the
rniture and appliance trades,
real estate circles, the diamond
ring departments of the jewelry
stores, air conditioning plants and
st aby carriage factories
and stores, and this and that

Next year our state legislators
could undoubtedly give our bache-
lors a rest, and “find a new tur.
nip to get cash blood out of,” like
a 5 or 10 per cent tax on the
preachers and magistrates’ 1954
wedding fees, and the same on
factories and stores that benetit
from the huc increase in business.
GET REA

There's an old saying, “‘Where
there’s a will, there's a way
but the bachelors will undoubtedly
groan a bit and say.

**Oh, for the good old hoss and
buggy' days . . , when you could
lie to the assessor and give your
stuff in at one-tenth of its value,
and folks talked of taxes in terms
of thousands, instead of millions
and billions!"”

Get ready, Bachelors! It looks
like you are nominated!

—MACK McKA

Seay Was Victim Of

Irresponsible Garrulity
Charlotte

The
S mnunundeble at first
that the Huntersville

who recently raised
Ih- confroversy — over private
practice by Dr. H. L. Seay,

the Mecklen-
should have

ing a good opinion of
Seay as a “fine Christian
gentleman,” a regard for the val-
ve of his services as superin-
tendent, and appreciation for his
services (as a private practition-

Lasting Privileges

‘You've got to hand it to old Nudnick . . . He's just h!ll’d that

they're going to put a

er in the Huntersville commu-
nity) following the death of Dr.
Tom Craven. It seems particular-
ly commendable in view of the
probability that thoughtless per:
sons could have inferred from
statements attributed to the Hun-
tersville resident in The Ni
item March 14, that his opinion
of Dr. Seay was quite to the con-
trary. However, it is difficult to
discern how the expression of
good will can be connected with
other statements attributed to the
Huntersville resident March 2.
RESPECT

It seems logical enough that a
man with the ability to earn a
salary and other considerations
comparable to those of the super-
intendent would merit the respect
of the people who live in the com-
munity with him; but the rela.
tion of high regard for Dr, Seay
to the renewed attack upon his
private practice seems to be re-
mote, if, indeed, any relation
could be shown to exist at all
To view the practice of medi-
cine as a “business”’ in which the
physician may deal in human ill
nesses and frailties much as a
merchant would deal in hardware
is in opposition to the generally
held concept that the practice of
medicine is a means of liveli-
hood to be undertaken only by
those who are willing to devole
themselves to compassionate serv-
ice to humanity; surely it has
some aspects of a business in
that records must be kept in an
orderly fashion and the practi-
tioner should anticipate that it will
provide him a living varying di-
rectly in proportion to the amount
of confidence he is capable of en
gendering among his patients. To
view the practice of medicine as
“eompetitive” in the sense of
price-cutting, in which merchants
may  engage, is not consistent
with prudence and good judgment
on the part of the patients. None
but the foolish would disregard
their own confidence in their per.
sonal physician In consideration
of services of another unknown
physician at a slightly Jower fee.
It would seem inappropriate, to
gay the least, to regard the prac-
tice of medicine as a *competis
tive business.”

CAUSE OBSCURED

The proponents of the Hunters-
ville physician seem to have suc-
ceeded pretty well in obscuring
the specific cause for their pro-
test of private practice by Dr,

ay: By asking how a private
physician can compete with one
who is, allegedly, subsidized by
the county, it seems to be insin-
uated that ' the private physician
in Huntersville is having difficulty
in earning a livelihood: yet,
by indicating that they “have a
doctor in Huntersville and may
have another by July 1,
insinuation is nullified,
there would seem t:
rious limitation being placed on

Civilization

JACQUES BARZUN
od's Country and Mine'

US NOT think we are the
to have civilization nor
urs is so perfect that we
as a model to others.
civilization could justify
n part and often outstrip
The Aztec na-
tion, which gave its chosen youth
a year of bliss before sacrificing
them to the gods, provided some-
thing equaled nowhere else. It was
wonderful while the vear lasted.
The “chesen” of other systems
could boast of more lasting privil-

itself
us in that part

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

]PRESIDENT Eisenhower sits down with
congressional leaders today to try to

can foreign policy back on
As he does so,

get Am
a bipartisan,
the legislators,
been cof

even keel
plus

o ] the second series of headlines.

i ""d-"’“.; o a foregone conclusion.
To the best of this writer's ability .

here is a report on the background be- The B'g SCOI’G sumption. His

hind ‘the confusion Background No. 3—Secretary Dulles,

Background No. 1—Adm,
chief of naval operations,
sallor but no diplomat, gave a

ng
to newsmen that the Chinese Reds were
expected to attack on or about April 15
alarming. Of
course admirals shouldn't talk. They're
foreign poiicy,
the ad-
reiral mistakenly let himself get euchered
into this briefing and newsmen were

The. admiral was quite

supposed to execute
not formulate it However,

&

the public,
sed by a rash of completely

Robert Car

eges. But theydid not last forever,
d our understanding of civili-
zation, our definition of progress,
lies in that perception. If we do
mot perish for violating the third
commandment with our image-
making, we shall deserve the
glory of having seen that a social
good cannot remain a good, it
will fester, unless it is distributed
as widely as possible. That is the
meaning of equality — a deliber-
ate undertaking to behave as im-
partially as we v how toward
all men, not a sily and impos-
sible measurement of their des-
erts

tax on bachelors. . . .

the private practice in Hunters
ville.

The information, which is inci-
dentally conveyed in one of the
remarks of the Huntersville resi-
dent, that 0666 of every tax dol-
lar is being partly used to subsi-
dize a county doctor and allow him
to do private practice using the
buildings, parking lot, desks, ex-
emining tables, your equipment,
plus the heat, electricity, telephone
and operator for himself," is inac-
curate. In the first plaue the cnun
ty alone does alloc
each $.91 tax «le(‘!ed for use
by sanatorium, which amounts to
$.0731 of a dollar; the city of
Charlotte does not show any al-
Iocation of city taxes for sana.
torium purposes so that for every
taxpayer within the city, who is
also a county taxpayer, the pro-
portion of each tax dollar allo-
cated for the sanatorium is $ 0260
on a taxation rate of $2.56, In the
second place, the facilities being
used are of such a nature that
they would cost the county just
as much whether or not the su-
perintendent were permitted to
avail himself of them, that is,
with the exception of the tele-
phone operator, of which there
is none, since there is a multiple-
key telephone system there which
requires no operator: neither
parking space nor office space
are at a premium either at the
tanatorium or at Huntersville. It
is at least evident that it costs
the taxpaver no more for these
facilities at, the sanatorium to be
used after hours than for them
to lie idle if it is not evident that
the cost to the taxpayer is of only

secondary if any, concern to the
proponents of the Huntersville
physician
INSISTENCE

It has already been indicated
several times in newspaper reports
that Dr, Seay has not been able
to discontinue his private prac-
tice because of the insistence
of his patients, and that to that
extent he may, at the worst, have
been lacking in insight into hu-
man nature when he indicated
that private practice could be
discontinued on short notice.

Because of a now apparently
flourishing demand for the serv-
ices of physicians in the Hunters-
ville area and because it costs
the county probably less than
one ten-thousandth of 1 per cent
of its revenue, if anything at all,
for Dr. Seay to use the facilities
of the sanatorium after hours
for his part - time private prac-
tice, it would seem that there
actually exists no problem
over the private practice of med-
icine in the Huntersville area,
other than one which may per-
haps be of special interest to a
self-chosen few. It is of far graver
concern to the county as a whole
that the services of the sanato-
rium to the entire county, includ-
ing Charlotte, may be impaired
by resignation of Dr. Seay, if
it should be accepted, in view of
his having peen through a series

ot slithering, scurrilous attacks
before, it is extremely doubtful
that he will now withdraw his

resignation. It is unfortunate that
the entire county should be thus
penalized for the irresponsible,
reprehensible garrulity of a few
of its residents,

—H. A. WOMACK JR.

The Men In Uniform
Counted As Friends

Morganton
Editors, The News:

HAVE read quite a bit lately

about a bill that has been of-
fered in the present session of
the North Carolina assembly to
curb or nullify the so-called
“whammy" as used by the high-
way patrol

Being somewhat of a nitwit,
half-wit, or perhaps completely
witless myself, and I kind of shiver
when I encounter Dr. McKee at
church on Sundays

So having stated my qualifica-
tions I am offering the suggestion
that the men, the wise and sane
men, whom we the people elected
to make our laws should forthwith
atd immediately repeal all laws
pertaining o keeping of an SB 1
highway patrol, state, county and
municipal law enforcement of-
fices, and officers.

That will reduce our tax rate,
and give free rein to speeders,
road-hogs, hi-jackers, robbers,
moonshiners and what have you

As a nit, or hall-wit, that makes
sense, but as a completely wit-

Pin A ‘Privilege’ Tax On Tar Heel Bachelors

less person, I am for the men
in uniform and for every device
they have for keeping law and
order, and because I haven't any
better sense, I count them all as
my friends
As for the “whammy" let's
have twice as many.
—N. L. NORTON
(Editors' Note: Legislators
are for the men in uniform too.
The House killed the antl-wham-
my bill March 22.)

A Note Of Tribute
To Mrs. Bellows

Charlotte

Editors, The Ne:
IT IS regrettable vhat we often
wait until too late to give

words of encouragement or to
show appreciation, This letfer
should have been written a
year or two ago when the praise.
worthy endeavors of Mrs, Emily
Bellows first came to my at-
tention.

Mrs. Bellows, as a member of
the Charlotte Board of Educa-
tion, has been aware of the
great need for classroom space,
and has acted accordingly. But
just as important has been her
keen interest in the trends of
modern education with its mis.
placed emphasis on the “minors’
te the detriment of the “majors.*
By her thought-provoking ar.
ticles in local ,newspapers, her
talks before civic and social
groups, and by reviews of cur-
rent books dealing with the phi-
losophy behind, and results of,
contemporary teaching methods,
Mrs. Bellows has given us a
better understanding of what
our problems are, and as a solus
tion has urged continued pa-
rental concern and action. Per-
haps some of the suggested con-
cern has resulted in the study
of the local report card system;
a re-evaluation of the eurricu.
lum with a return to the time-
tested standards of scholarship
may come next

Although she may not realize
it, Mrs. Bellows has not worked
alone. Many Charlotteans are in-
terested in the formation of a
citizens' committee for the study
of school policy and problems.

Let us hope Mrs. Bellows will
continue to be interested in edu-
cation in general and the Char-
lotte schools in particular. She
is needed,

~LILLIAN McGRATH

Quote, Unquote

Junior—Dad, it says here that &
certain man was a financial genius.
What does that mean? Dad—Only
one thing—that he could make
money faster'n his family could
spend it. — Greenville (Tenn.)
Times.

‘I'm Not Sure | Know How To Come Down’

lke Wants No ‘Go- It-AIone War

headlin

ney's remarks,

have  ence of A

on their hands

s fine

any
Matsu.
What Dulles indicated

definitely defend the

iublmed in coming out with alarmist

B.rlmnnd No. 2—The State Depart-
ment next day played down Adm.
said the Reds were most
unlikely to go to the Bandung confer-
African powers with blood

This was the reason for

earlier, had gone to Canada and dropped
some remarks that seared the Canadian
government half out of its wits. This was
the reason for Foreign Minister Pear-
son’s statement divorcing Canada from
American war over

a_closeddoor session of their Canadian
big-wigs was that the United States would

Car. the US.A.

land.

take much trouble to explain that as

Quemoy and issued his

to Canadians at

small offshore

A

islands so close to the Chinese mainland
that a good swimmer can swim b
Second, he said if the Chinese attacked,
would bombs to
make mincemeat of Chinese troop and
artillery concentrations on the

Dulles was brutally frank. According
to Canadians, he assumed that war was

Canadian listeners were
shocked and dumbfounded over his ap
parent willingness to start
over two little Chinese onsnore islands.

Eden Warned

This was why Foreign Minister Pearson
U.S-Canadian
ment, also why he sent a cable to Foreign
Minister Anthony Eden that he was con
vinced the United States
war over Quemoy and Matsu.

Background No. 4—Does Mr. Dulles

to them. chief,
use atom

main-

represent the view of the commander-in-
President Eisenhower? As far as
this writer can ascertain—and,
every reason to believe it's accurate—
Dulles does not.

No later than last week, the President

1 have

complained in a staff conference that

He didn't even

a World War

divorce state-

would go to

he did not want to go to war over two
small islands without allies and that he
was convinced the United States would
have no allies
Quemoy and Matsu,

if we tried to defend

lke Disagrees

The President indicated that he knew
something about the importance of hav-
ing allies in wartime. He said he thought
we would have allies if we defended
Formosa alone, but not if we defended
Quemoy and Matsu.
was in definite disagreement with his
secretary of state (and aiso his joint
chiefs of staff, except for Gen. Ridgw
Army chief of staff),

Thus the President




