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Wasteproofing Public Assistance

T IS a dreary commentary of modern

civilization that it is necessary to
compel people by law to support their
aged and infirm parents. But this seems
to be the case in North Carolina. Meck-
lenburg's Sen. F. J. Blythe has intro-
duced a bill to make it a misdemeanor,
punishable in the discretion of the court,
for a person over 21 to refuse to sup-
port needy parents when they are able
to do so after reasonably providing for
their immediate family.

The purpose of the hill is sound. The
only question about it at all is whether
it is strong enough

Most states alreadv have relative re-
sponsibility laws on the books. When
effectively drawn and enforced, they
constitute  the most positive step avail
able for improving the administration
of public assistance. Unfortunately, the
enforcement provisions of the laws in
many states are woefully weak

An example of the extent to which
relative responsibility provisions can be
violated was turned up a few years ago

A Lid For A Box Of

RESIDENT EISENHOWER'S appoint-

ment of Harold Stassen as special
assistant for disarmament last week has
twofold significance

First, it should demonstrate to the
doubtful nations of the world that the
U. 8. aitaches enough importance to the
desirability of promoting permanent
peace to create a Cabinet rank position
for this job,

Secondly, the creation of this new
post should enable the U. S. fo have on
hand for presentation at any opportune
time, definite plans and blueprints
for complete or partial disarmament
Such blueprints could be used either as
an initial proposal for disarmament or
as a counter-proposal to a Kremlin-spon-
sored offer on the subject which the U. S
might deem undesirable or dangerous.
The West has been caught unprepared
foo many times by Soviet proposals
which were patently insincere.

It may seem paradoxical that the U. S,
is creating a Cabinetlevel post for dis-
armament while it continues to spend
billions of dollars annually for the de-
velopment and manufacture of the most
Jethal weapons ever known to mankind.

in New York. There, a grand jury inves-
tigating in Clinton County found that
many people were receiving public as-
sistance while children earning $6,000
and 87,000 a year were contributing vir-
tually nothing te their support.

In Oregon, reports supplied welfare
officials from income tax returns in 1953
disclosed that hundreds of persons were
potentially liable under relative respon-
sibility laws for the support of parents
receiving publie aid.

Any new North Carolina legislation
to cover the subject should he amx:hf~
even up to a provision covering fixed
schedules for contributions that must be
made by legally responsible and finan-
cially able children on behalf of welfare
recipients or would-be recipients.

Properly drawn, a compulsory support
law would make a significant contribu-
tion toward wasteproofing welfare leg-
{slation in North Carolina. The lien law
was a start. This newest proposal would
plug another hole.

Fears

Former Air Force secretary Thomas
K. Finletter pointed up this situation
graphically in his recent book, PowEr
Awp Pouicy. After underlining the des-
perate peed of the U, 8. to spend more
on defense and the necessary war man-
power and materials, he dwells solely
in the latter half of the volume on the
equally great need of all nations, in the
interest of self-preservation, to give up
their arms and develop some sort of
international law enforcement system
under which no nation would dare play
the role of an aggressor.

It should be apparent, then. that as
in most paradoxical situations both the
seemingly contradictory arguments are
valid. The U. 8. must, as long as there
are nations bent on aggression, maintain
the military potential to protect itself
But at the same time, it should always
be working on a plan to close the Pan-
dora’s box of war. Without such a plan
there will be nothing to do but fear.
And the fear will grow and grow and
grow—until a handful of us will wake
up some stormy morning to find it too
late for plans.

The Case Against Spring

PRING strutted into Charlotte at 4:36
&) am. today and we're not entirely
happy about it. Spring is the only season
that can't be trusted. Old Stepmother Na-
ture always seems to have something
nasty up her sleeve between March 21
and June 21
Spring is like a perhaps hand wrote
poet E. E. Cummings, “arranging things
in a window.” Mr, Cummings was quite
aware that perhaps” is an adverb and
not an adjective but he wanted to indi-
cate the tentative quality of the season
Obviously, there is no word quite as ten-
tative as “perhaps”

Spring is tentative and

that's what

bothers us. TLand of sweetness, gentle
sunshine, flowers, first robins and a
young man's fancy? Nonsense. That's

Just the guff of moonstruck philosophers
Spring can be full of trials and tribula-
tions too.

Exhibits A through Z

Spring Fever, spring cleaning, spring
colds, spring gout, spring chills, spring

hmond News Leader
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tonic, spring mud, spring flood, spring
plowing. spring planting, spring weed-
ing, spring tornadoes, spring cramps,
spring houseguests, spring liniment,
spring  heetles spring cankerworms,
spring rash, spring catarrh, spring raile
frogs, spring toads, spring colic, spring
flies, spring peepers, spring sunburn
and springer spaniels

And we don't want to be alarmists but
a good spring sleet storm is always lurk-
ing around the corner too

Spring also contains such terrors as
April Fool, “memory and desire.” spring
hats, puppy love, bee stings, chicken pox,
lawn cutting, prickly heat and, aces=ion.
ally, snow blindness

As long as we're on the aftack we
might as well dispense with that old no-
tion that people feel better in the spring.
People feel terrible in the spring. Too
many frustrations. They feel better in the
fall when all the frustrations are behind
them.

The prosecution rests.

VIVE LA DIFFERENCE!

CCORDING to a piece of fairly incred-
ible news that just came across the

desk, the Frenchwoman has just heen
measured for the first time. Or. to be
ywrm “This is the first time that a pro-
foundly scientific study has been made
of the general proportions of French
women.""

Anyway, it's interesting. One Suzanne
de Felice did it for a thesis presented
before the Faculty of Sciences She
wanted 400 subjects but got only 140
which is a right small sample for wom
anly research, hut she seems to have
encountered more resistance than the
pollsters of Dr. Kinsey encountered
Mlle. de Felice reported that “every

peasant woman approached refused vio
Tently

The conclusion reached was that the
average Frenchwoman it pretty well
stacked. This in itself is no surprise, as

any GI of the late lamented unpleas:
antness will testify. Here are the vital
statistics:

Average height, 8 feet 3 3/4 inches
but 40 per cent surprisingly were faller
than Sfoot-seven: average weight about
122 pounds; long torso and long arms,
hence shorter legs than American wom-
en; waistline about 28 inches, hips about
361/2: leg measurement from the hip-
borie, 351/2 inches, calf 13

The summary goes on to say that the
Frenchwoman is brachycephalic (that's
science for you-—means short-headed)
but her face is long with rounded con
tours, a high wide brow and wide mouth
—2 Inches. Seventy per cent of the wom.
en were found to have light eyes—gray
blue-gray or gray-green, brown eyes with

yellow or orange flecks. About 10 per
cent had dark brown eyes. Hair eolor was
44 per cent black or dark brown, light
chestnut 39 per cent, and only 15 per
cent ash or golden blonde.

Yes, science also covered the chest de:
partment, and report's stafistical
findings can be summarized in two
words: rather large

In all. 8.
and the resulting
dations filled a 350-page book

Well, the result of 2 is has heen a
changing of ready-to-wear sizes by a num
ber of French manufacturers and a lot
of tape-measure work by other French-
women

We hope Mlle. de Felice got her doc:
torate or whatever she was after with
this data. Anyhow, her remarkably varied
findings are in pleasant contrast to the
glum prediction of an American artist
the other day that our own women are
headed for the “New Unlook,” in which
all of them will look exactly alike. We
don't think it's likely to happen here, and
Alearh it mH happening in Paris. Vive

the

60 measurements were taken,
caleulations and eluel-

mce! And vive la difference, too!
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Ivory Tower Rumpus: Progressives Vs. Traditionalists

By HENRY STEINHAUER
In Antioch Notes

(Editors’ Note: Mr. Steinhauer
is professor of German at An-
tioch College.)

R some years a cold war has
been raging in the ivory
tower, The advocates of progres-
sive education, who have domi.
nated the American schoolroom

for a generation, are heing at-
tacked by the traditionalists,
who  question the philos

ophy and the results of progres-
sive education. It is unfortunate
that, in this war of ideas, the
itionalists have been joined
by a contingent of unwanted
allies from the market place,
who are not so much opposed
to progressive education as to
.education in general, that is to
anything that goes beyond the
rudimentary skills necessary for

earning a livelihood. If we leave
these suspect warriors out of the
picture, we shall find that the
forces aligned against each other
are fighting over the following
issues:
FIVE POINTS

The progressives claim that
they have brought about a rev-
olution in American education.
Their achievements may be
summed up under five points:

Utility. The new ecurriculum
asks: Knowledge for what? And
answers: For effective living in
modern American society.

Democracy. Every member of
a democratie society has a right
to such education as he can ab-
sorh. The old “academic” eur-
riculum was at once too remote
from real life and too exacting
intellectually for the mass of

young people who were reach-
ing ever higher on the educa-
tional ladder. Faced by a chal-
lenge they could not meet, they
came to hate all learning,
Integration. The old academic
curriculum developed the intel-
lect only. It is far more impor-
tant to educate the emotions
and to instill proper attitudes in

‘Maybe | Shouldn’t Have Pulled The Trigger’
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People’s Platform

Charlotte Does Its Part

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
l\' THE interest of the com-
munity and its facilities for
caring for its indigent ill patients,
I would like to make known the
following facts concerning the can-
was the subject
Jrs Wade Allison
in People’s Platform on March 16.
The cancer victim has since
last July been a patient in a
cal hospit 1' on th iree rhivr'wil oc-
casions, His hosp paid
each time M Char
lmn of Charlotte '\fm klrnhurﬁ
ty—a tax-supported de
ment of our local
Five local phys
called by the pa
ily since the

of a ll-Hrr h

ular illness. In each
physician has responded to the
call. One of the physicia

a charge of §5 for a ho

but told the family that whenever
the drug supply was exhausted to
notify him and that he, with no
additional charge, would phone a

prescription to the drug store. The
operation (biopsy) for the diag-
nosis of the disease was done with-
out charge and X-rav treatment
has been given the patient without
any charge fo him. Tt was pointed

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

out by the Wellare Dept. in The
News, March 17, that the patient
wa cligible for admittance to the
North Carolina Cancer Institute, a
home for incurable cancer patients
in Lumberton. This home was es-
tablished by and receives its sup-
port from the American Cancer
Society. The patient refuses to go
to the home.

The bandages which the man is
receiving through the City Nurs-
ing Service are provided free of
charge by the American Cancer
Saciety

The local Cancer Unit has not
received a request of any. kind
from this man or on his behalf,
although one of the funciions of
the society is to provide aid with-
in the Timits of ACS policies an
to advise and refer peaple to prop-
er sources for services which it
cannot. provide

In view of this information
e confirmed, it would
Il the facts were not
wn and that the com.
and its agencies do feel

munity
responsible for the needy and do
provide accordingly.

—LOUISE §. DAVIS
Executlve Secretary,
American Cancer Soclety

that Eden had tried

to rectify these

Rebuild The Armory
On The Same Spot

Charlotte

tors, The News

T'S A new dawn here in Char-
otte when a newspaper gives
front page publicity, space that
cannot be bought, playing on the
intelligence of the Parx & Rec.
reation Board as well as the
ple of Charlotte — writing a great
big story trying to pan off a white
elephant on the hoard. The place
to replaca the building recently
destroyed by fire is on“the same
spot that bheen proven to
be a financial success. It is cen-
trally located, well known, and
close to all sections of the city.
Look up your It's almost in
the heart of Charloite

peo-

has

True you can fool the people part
of the time. But not all the time
No one is going to fall for that
white elephant story — especial
the Park & Recreation Board

—W. €. MCINTIRE

Other State Department officlals say,

the growing mind. The new edu-
cation teaches people, not sub-
jects.

Creativity. Education should
be an original exploration by
the learner rather than a passive
assimilation of knowledge and
attitudes handed out ready-made
by the teacher.

Humanity. The hickory stick
is not conducive to learning; nor
is unpleasantness of any other
sort. It is the business of the
teacher to elicit from the stu-
dent the proper motivation un-
der which learning occurs.
REBUTTAL

All this, the traditionalists
claim, sounds wonderful on pa-
per. But, after being subjected
to a generation of trial, these
theories have proved themselves
invalid. What !hey
duced is a population
leaves school un-blu to perform
the basic operations in the
basie disciplines of language,
literature, history, and mathe-
maties, but which talks glibly
(though ungrammatically) about
the great soclal and political
problems that confront our civil-
ization today.

Since space compels me to
present this large subject in a
condensed shorthand, I should
like to introduce into this con.
troversy a couple of wrinkles
which my own teaching experi-
ence on both sides of the Amer-
fean-Canadian border has re-
vealed to me.

PERPETUAL AMAZEMENT

The *progressive  educators
wave statistics at us prave
that the level of education is
substantially higher than it was
a generation ago. But I eome
1!:: to face daily with numer-

and learning. At the end of the
process there 15, to be sure, the
pleasure that results from
achievement; but the learning or
exploration itself is highly pain-
ful.

BEYOND THE REALM?

One would think that the
mountains of testimony supplied
by great minds on this matter
would have taken it beyond the
realm of dispute. But the news.
paper advertisements keep on
telling us that it's fun to paint,
it's fun to write, it's fun to play
the violin like HE!fP'r (in twelve
easy lessons). A highly imagina-
tive journalist reports that one
of our generals learned to speak
seven languages fluently at odd
moments in between fighting
the Korean War, And progres-
sive educators have been sweat.
ing for a generation to make
education fun. Well, the kids
have had fun, but little educa-
tion worthy of the name. When
they come to college, they ara
still looking for fun (and too
often they get it).

The following bits of evie
dence were deposited on my
doorstep recently. A sl\idenl
ended his paper on the "Divine
Comedy" with this statement: *“If
the story were to be modernized
to make the reading easy and
understandable by  replacing
Dante's characters by personali-
ties of the present day and recent
past, it might well become fairly
popular.” Another told me he
could not learn (.u\rman he(nusl
he had a “mental blocl st
classical methods n{ ing.
When I asked him what he mtrmﬁ
by “classical methods,” he replied
that he couldn't assimilate gram-
matical jargon,

'FA[’STMN MAN®

The ol

hl

prme that the English used by
sales clerks, radio announcers,
doctors, journalists, and univer-
sity professors is definitely in-
ferior to that of their eounter.
parts in Great Britain and Can-
ada, Like my colleagues I am
shocked at the outrages com-
mitted by students and mature
journalists against their mother
tongue. And I am perpetually
amazed to find that my students
are seemingly unable to master
the elements of a foreign lan.
guage (work that really helongs
to the level of first year high
echool or earlier), though teach-
ing methods have vastly im.
proved since the days when I

had to learn the same ma-
terial.

BALEFUL FORCE

From the complex forces

which have cooperated to bring
about the situation that has led
to the declaration of war on
progressive education, 1 would
single out one which seems to
me to he especially bhaleful: The
fiction, promulgated by the pro-
that learning is
* Such fiction is very salu-
tary in the early stages of the
educational process, as a decoy
for luring children into the
labyrinths of learning; it has
long been recognized as such, at
least as far back as the Renais-
sance. But there must come a
time when the pupil realizes
that real learning is not “fun,”
ut hard work,

It is man's story that he is
ready to endure the drudgery
and mental agony involved in
learning a skill, an exact men-
tal discipline, or an art or in
opening up new paths in science

Uneasy Memory

who said

that it dneenl matter what they
teach them, as long as they hate
it, was overstating a sad but pro-
found truth, The traditionalists
rally around the cries: ““We must
raise academic standards” and
*'We must restore the basic discie
plines to their former place in
the eurriculum.” These slogans
have none of the magic of words
like utility, democracy, integrae
tion, creativity, humanity; more-
over, they have become stale with
repetition; but they are the medi.
cine that American education
needs. Until now not even our
most bitter enemies would accuse
us Americans of laziness. Are we
not the classic example of Speng-
ler’s “Faustian man," the dynamo
of energy, of infinite effort? But
several more decades of educa-
tion “without tears,” and the hor-
rors of "Brave New World" and
1984 will be upon us.
OPPORTUNITY

The next Yh« years will afford
us an opportunity of putting into
practice a more rigorous s
2rd of achievement in secondary
and higher education. We are
ing an upsurge in enrollme:
masses of young people will be
clamnoring for more schooling. 1t
would be wonderful if we had the
courage and the wisdom to say
to them: If you want us to certify
that you are an educated man,
you must justify the expense and
effort that your parents, your
teachers, and the state are in-
vesting in you by meeting re-
spectable academic standards, If
you cannot do so, we will make
every effort to supply you with
some substitute that will make
you a useful member of society.
But we dare not call you a high
school or college graduate if the
word education is to have any
meaning.

No Safety In Ignorance

By GERALD JOHNSON
On WAAM, Baltimore

AST WEEK the United States
Post Office Dept. quit de

livering Russian newspapers to
any American except a very re.
stricted class, mostly officials

It meant nothing to me intel-
lectually because I can’t read Rus
but it meant a great deal
fo_me politically, hecatise i

The policy of trying to stifle

thought led straight to ruin then
and all experience teaches that
it can never lead to anything
else, T have a haunting fear that
it is leading to ruin now, Thers
is no safety in ignorance; it is
precisely what you don’t know
that does hurt you, because if you
know you can usually get out of
the way

In this moders w it is more
profoundly frue than it ever was
before that the rwmf that is freg
to inquire and to know is the only

of protecting itseif
Sasitat (be strange and mysteris
ous evils that are rising against us.

Release Of Yalta Papers Slap At Churchill

quired concessions from them.*

T"p full backstage story of how and

why the State Department slapped
the grand old man of England in the
face by the Yalta conference
papers be Friends of
Churchill say it almost broke his heart
noted in

The State
this column on Sept
working on the

Department, as
1054, had been
papers for some
al $112,000 appro-

time, thanks to a speci
priation passed at the behest of Repub-
lican leaders Knowland of California
and Bridges of New Hampshire who
wanied them made public before the
November election.

When the documents were sent to
London for Chure approval, how-
ever, Foreign Minister Anthony Eden
cabled John Foster Dulles shortly be:
fore the Bangkok conference that ‘“on
Mr. Churchill's suggestion” he was ask
ing that the Yalta records not be

lished.
7hn|\

l/‘rn adde: 1 U‘)s nm\qm“ f
n n

wi e

slly on this when 1 see you in B
kok
kok, Eden explained that
ow in the twilight of his
4 back at World War I1
Yowning achievement of his long
e the records
showed up

also showed

errors

Furthermore, the Yalta papers con
tradicted some of the historic decisions
for which Churchill took eredit in his

memor:
Why, therefore, break an old man's
heart, Eden told the secretary of state,

Dulles Agrees

Dulles agreed, He remarked to State
Department colleagues later that Eden
had been so cooperative in risking his
political neck by supporting the USA
re Formosa that he couldn't deny this
favor.

When Dulles returned to Washington
he conveyed this general idea to Repub.
lican senators and, though they still
maintained the documents should be re-

leased. they prepared privately to ac
cept the decision

It was at this point that Carl Me.

Cardle, assistant_secretary of state for
and

Times. The excuse
te Department is
were hound to leak to right-wing sena

rs, perhaps to MeCarthy.
An hour r the New York Times
i became known, Senators B

ind Knowland lunched with Dulles, told
h'n of the p nt. He replied that he
was "aghast

however, that he knew of McCardle's ac:
tion and that MeCardle never does a
thing without the knowledge of the Sec-
retary of State

At any rate, here is what the Yalta
record did to the Prime Minister of
England.

Churchill Gets Slapped

In his memoirs, Churchill claimed he
had nothing to do with the concessions
given Stalin to get Russia into the war
against Japan. This, he said, was an
American decision.

The Yalta record
that it was Eden who vigorously op-
posed concessions to Russia, A sum-
mary of the British-American confer-
ence at Malta, just before the Yalta

cy, has this to say about Eden and
Ru.(un concessions

In his (Eden's) view, if the Rus-
sians decided to enter the war against
Japan they would take the decision be-

shows, however,

cause they considered it in their inter
ests that the Japanese war should not
be s the U. 8. and

el lly finished by
lneu Britain alone. There was there-
fore no need for us to offer a high price
for their participation, and if we were
prepared to agree to their te al de-
mands in the Far East we should see
to it that we obtained a good retum in
respect of the points on which we re

On two other vitally important points,
the British Prime Minister is shown up
in a bad light: the dismemberment of
Germany and the organization of the
United Nations.

Dismembering Germany

In his memoirs, Churchill has al-
ways taken credit for killing the dis-
memberment of Germany, However, the
Yalta records show it was Antheny
Eden. What Eden did was to shunt the
question of dismembering Germany to
a council of foreign ministers to be held
after the Yalta conference, thereby giv-
ing time for tempers to cool

Churchill also threw his weight in fa.
vor of the big powers and against the
little nations in setting up the frame.
work of the United Nations. Today, of
course, the smaller nations have been
the great bulwark of peace while the
Russian_veto has almost stymied the
United Nations.

Those are some of the slaps at Amer-
ica's best British friend that might just
as have been left unpublished dur-
ng his lifetime. Al it did was bring
chortles of glee from the Communist

Commented the New Evening
in Red China: “The disclosure is

not good for Churchill or the British
ernment. The tune played between
d Washington is not so har.




