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Tar Heel Legislature Should Close
‘The Case Of The Bartered Ballot’

’w’h ARE, therefore, unanimous in
the belief that this special priv-
ilege of civilian absentee voting should
be repealed by the 1955 General Assem-
bly, and in the belief that its repeal
will do more to inspire confidence in
the fairness of our elections than any
other thing we can do now.”

With this 50-word clincher, the State
Board of Elections wrapped up its indict-
ment of a political privilege turned po-
litical pain. Civilian absentee voting had
become the biqgest sinele cause of elec-
tion troubles in North Carolina. At least
once every four vears. there was a “Case
of the Rartered Ballot” to shock the peo-
ple and embar chieftains

Shortly after the election board's
unanimous recommendation, Gov. Luther
Hodges voiced similar convictions

“T believe that the harmful e'g s of
the use of the absentee ballot u‘vron!
vears have outweighed the good effects.”
he declared. To the General Assembly on
Jan. 6 he said i

“1 join with the Sfate Board of Elec-
tions in asking you fo abolish the civilian
absentee ballot provision for the gen-
eral elections.

ss party

It was one of the major requests in
Mr. Hodges' biennial message. But it
took 10 weeks for appronriate legislation
to find its way into Raleigh's political
arena,

“ .o
BILL tossed in the Senate hooper
vesterday by Sen. C. V. Henkel Jr.
of Iredell would retain the absentee
ballot only for persons in militarv serv-
ice, their wives when they are residing
temporarily with their hushands outside
their home county, members of the mer-

chant marine, civilians attached to the
armed forces and discharged veterans
in government hospitals.

Unfortunately, there was no enthusias-
tic rush to its support.

Mr. Henkel himself announced that he
was only introducing the bill “by re-
quest,” adding that he had not studied
it and had not formed an opinion of his
own

Furthermore, there are indications
that North Carolina’s Democratic Party
is still a little sensitive about the sub-
iect, still 1mhannv abnut last fall's sean-
dale and tha nolitical capital made by
GOP finger pointars

..

FPHIS fact must be faced however:
North Carolina simply cannot trust

itself with the absentee ballot any more.

Time and time again, this unpleasant
lesson has been illustrated by election
frauds of the worst type.

Occasionally, ballots are bought and
sold.

Even when they're not. a losing can-
didate frequently cries foul anywav.

Certainlv, thebe is need for civilian
absentee ballots, It is difficult to justify
dopriving a sigk person of the vrivileze
of voting or some whose job takes him
out of town on election day.

But this is one of those cases where
the evil outweichs the good

Frauds—some that cover whole coun-
ties or even districts—cannot be wiped
awav

The source of all the trouble must be
removed.

The civilian absentee ballot was abol-
ished in primaries in 1939.

There is nothing to do mow but ex-
tend that 1939 rule to general elections

The Test Is Quality—Not Quantity

T'S A HOARY tradition in Washington

—perhaps as old as President Fill-
more's bathtub—that new senators may
be seen but not heard

In the raucous 84th Congress, however,
only one member of the Senate's 1955
freshman class is toeing an orthodox line.
He is North Carolina’s highly unortho-
dox Kerr Scott

Now we'd be the last to call Sen
Scott a hidebound traditionalist but it
must be noted that, during the first
eight weeks of the current session, he has
not only been reasonably quiet but has
failed to drop a single bill in the hopper.
In fact when we checked the other day
he was the only member of the U. S,
Senate without at least one bill to his
name.

Perhaps Mr. Scott has learned an im-
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In faet, inns in every Irish hamlet
were honor-bound to serve a “Patrick’s
of beer and whisky and a small
vance of oaten bread and fish. It

was free to all comers who could choke
it do
st might not have approved
of teen-nipping but he is said
taught Ireland the art of dis-
tilling and all full-blooded Irishmen like
to bhelieve it
The good saint is better known. how-
ever, for his flame-snorting missionary
work in 1sforming Ireland’s barbaric
hordes into an enlig ed nation. Of
course drove all the snakes from

Isle during his fourth cen-
anup campaign,

vf one hoary old serpent
en who refused to be
eft him, promising

to return fondav.” The good saint
forgot o ¢ k uch and to this
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St. Patrick's
land's pagan Druids on the hill of Shane

“war of magic” with Tre-
as his snake hunts. Tt
seems that the saint provoked the High
King of Ireland by kindling a sacred
fire at Eastertide and then had to match
miracle for miracle with the Druid
priests—Patrick performing with light
and the Druids with darkness. In one
frenzied succession of sbracadabras, the
pagan priests brought darkness !
couldn't dispel it. When Patrick chased
away the night with a wave of his hand
he won the Irish monarch's permission
to preach anywhere in the kingdom
But Druid antagonism was so great
that Patrick, despite his benevolent dis-
position, finally had to curse the pagan
lands (so they became dreary bogs),

was as dramatitc

portant political lesson: A lawmaker is
judged by the quality of the legislation
he sponsors, not the quantity. Seasoned

“legislators ponder long before they lend

their names to a bill

For instance, according to Robert Al-
bright’s box score in the Wasuincron
Post & TivesHerarp, old [legislative
hands like Sens. Alben W. Barklev (D-
Ky). Clifford P. Case (R-NJ) and Stuart
Symington (D-Mo) sponsored hut one
bill apiece during the first eight weeks,

Senators who have their names on no
more than two bills include Harrv Flood
Byrd (D-Val, John Stennis (D-Miss)
and John 0. Pastore (D-RI)

Who holds the record for bills intro-
duced so far” Why, North Dakota's
erratic old \\mmm Langer (R), of
course, with 6

Patrick & AII That

curse their kettles (so no amount of fire
would make them boil) and later curse
the Druids themselves (so the earth
opened up and swallowed them)

He used a drum to dispel Ireland’s
sernents but pounded it so hard once
that he knocked a gaping hole in it and
endangered the success of an important
miracle. An ancel hurried to the rescue,

mended the drumhead and with the
next thump a particularly bad-humored
sernent vanished in thin air.

The Irish say he could also blow on
a snowball when he was out of matches
and create fire What if he was out of
snowballs? Well, then he always had
matches

Experts are not really sure whether
todav is the anniversary of his hirth or
death but some contend he lived to be
and when he died the sun didn't
set on Ireland for 12 days and 12 nights.

There is more controversy over
whether he was born in Ireland, Scot
land, England or France or whether
there were really a half dozen Patricks.

But the good saint is credited with
founding 365 churches and baptizing
12,000 Trishmen

And today all over the Emerald

Isle
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It's impossible to tell what the -
sians are going to do mext. In fact it’s al-
most impossible to know what they are
doing right now. And to be altogether
truthful. We aren't sure what they have
been doing in' the past. — KinGsrort
(TenN.) TiMes,

You can conceal almost anything these
days under the title of a “workshop.”
Time was when a bunch of fellows, eager
to sneak off somewhere for a bull session,
would do just that and call it a bull ses-
ion. Today. however, the same event is
called a workshop —Rocky Moust TeLe
GRAM

The girl in the office who only scans
the headline says that she is never sure
whether it's fashions or Premiers that
the French have changed. — Marroon
) JOURNAL-GAZETTE.

‘I Don’t Know, Fello—I'm A Stranger Here Myself’

People’s Platform

=
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What On Earth Is Barbecue?

Charlotte
FEditors. The News:

LTHOL 1 am not a south
Lherner by birth, it has been
my pleasure to reside, marry
raise a family in this good
“0ld North State.” 1 have been
a resident, as well as a sub-
seriber to The News since arriv
ing in Charlotte in 1942.

I have recently become in-
terested in the history of the
rbecue” (spelled many
ys) and I wonder
. or some readers,
can furnish the story. Does the

cribe a process, a cook-
or a piece of meat,

and

g frame,

fish or fowl which has been
cooked in a certain manner?
Did the word originate in Geor

gia, eastern Carolina, or where’

The answers to some of these
questions would surprise you. Can
you help?
—H. P. FAUST
Editors’ Note: What about it,
readers?:

Court Was Lenient
With Sgt. Olson

Charlotte

Editor, The New
D'\' attention hac been called
to a certain letter appear-
ing in_the People's Platform,

“Plea of Mitigation for an Old
Soldier.”

As a veteran of three major
conflicts (World War 1, II and
the Korean police action), I can-
not refrain from expressing my
feelings toward the outcome of
the court m: artial of Sgt. Olson

of Ft. Bragg.

The sentence meted to Sgt.
Olson of confinement, forfeiture
of all pay and allowances, due or
to become due, and dishonorable
discharge from the service, is
exceedingly meager in compari-
son with the charges and specifi-
cations and according to the
table of maximum punishments.
The court martial, by which Sgt.
Olson was was very le-
nient and he should be thankful
to his Maker that he was not
tried by some combat-hardened
enlisted men (he was entitled to
enlisted ,mmmm on the court).

Sgt. Olson stated that he had
rather be shot than to be dis-
honorably discharged from the
service. [ am of the opinion that
he could be favored with this,
if some of his fellow prisoners
of war were given the “green
light

Let's hope that the reviewing
authority adds: “The sentence is
approved and will be duly exe-
cuted.”

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Yes, 1am also a practicing at-

torney,
—W. FRED HESTER

Beowulf Versus
A Fiery Dragon

Charlotte

e News: -
edito “Publie,
rinciples.”

To this title you might appro-
priately add Principals, Pain and
Poverty.. Uncountable volumes
have been written on the subject
but no solution has thus far
brought together labor and man-
agement on common ground. So
no doubt I write on the sands of
time to the readers of The News

The hated strike has been and
is the most effective instrument of
organized labor, and I imagine it
will be a long time before it is
outmoded. But it is also

eapon ke the Australian
Boomerang, which, sometimes, at
s of the highly expe-
comes right back to the
thrower with vicious injuries in-
flicted.

A strike can be anything from
a 10-minute walk-out (or sitdown)
to a permanent shut-down as his-
tory expresses,

1 should like the participants to
read the accounts of such catastro-
phes as the great Homestead, Pa
inear Pittsburgh) strike of 1892
in which developed riots, hunger
and at least 10 recorded killings.
Then, 1o add insult to injury, the

"THE

“Next Time I'm Just
io Wrie a Letter
The Editor.

Going
To

owners of the steel mills instigat-
ed the lock-out procedure and im-
ported unskilled labor from the
South, bringing them in cattle
cars (in cars with the caltle), a
move which deployed an element
of social inequality which even
mow reflects in the character of
many people in that immediate
arca

Human beings
known animals to have within
their own hands the tools with
which to fashion their own des-
tiny, and the most practical of
these tools must have been de-
signed in various forms and
shapes soon after the development
of each race of people and evolu-
tionized as the respective races
progressed.

Down through time these tools
came into the hands of master
craftsmen who cleaned and pol-
ished these tools and formed
lasting and impressive instruc-
tions in how to use them. These
men (or immortals) such as Con.
fucius, Mohammed, Buddha, oir
own Jesus (called the Christ) and
more recently Mahatma Gandhi
endowed and left these tools for
us to use and misuse as we see
fit

1t employe and employer will
inspect and utilize the pattern to
which these implements concur,
they will then have solved their
problem. Then and not uniil
then will strikes and wars be
avoided.

The strike, then, takes the I‘lﬂe
of Beowulf, the
brated  Anglo-S, epic
kills two man-eating semihuman
monsters (Grendel and his moth-
er), and at last slays a fiery
dragon, only to die from the drag-
on’s poisenous hite

—GRAHAM C, REICH

are the only

From Beta Alpha,
A Note Of Thanks

Rock Hill, 8. C,

Editors, The News:
( N behalf of the members of
Beta Alpha I want to ex-
press our gppreciation for a most
enjoyable trip through your
newspaper. For most of us this
was our first visit to a paper,
and you may be sure that we
all enjoyed our tour thoroughly.
We couldn't have had a nicer
guide, and we are pleased with
the way our picture appeared in

your paper.

Thank you for your eoopera-
tion in making our tour possible.
—POLLY JO COLLINS

Secretary

Legislature’s Anti-Whammy
Bill 'Vicious, Irresponsible’

By CHARLES R. KELLEY

(Editors’ Note: Mr. Kelley, a
professor of psychology at North
Carolina State College, wrote this
spirited defense of the whammy
for the Raleigh News & Ob-
server.)

. e
READ with some amusement
several weeks back about a

North Carolina te legislator,

caught for \Dudmg by an elec-

tronic spee
checking device,

who introduced a

bill o restrict

the use of the
kind of device
which caught

aim. I suppose a

thief who was

aught by a bur-
glar alarm might

want to pass a

Law restricting

SCHEIDT
Target
the use of burglar alarms.
a law might specify that every

Such

building with a burglar alarm
must place the alarm in a place
where everyone (especially bur-
glars) could see it. Further, every
policeman or nightwatchman who
catches a burglar by an alarm
could be forced to prove he is
an expert on burglar alarms be-
fore his festimony was accepted
in_ court.

I have since been shocked to
see that this bill has acually re-
ceived serious consideration by
some of our lawmakers. Before
wvoting for this bill, 1 suggest each
legislator consider these facts

(1) Electronic speed checking
devices are far more accurate
than speedometers. The compul-
sory 5 per cent margin allowed
speeders under the proposed bill
has nothing to do with the ac-
curacy of these devices. It is in
reality nothing but an indirect
way of allowing the speed limit
to be exceeded.

FEW SIMPLE. RULES

(2) Electronic speed checking
devices can be operated accurate-
ly by anyone who will*follow the
few simple rules involved in set-
ting them up. They could be op-
erated accurately and effectively
by eight-year-old children. There
is no more reason (o require an

“‘expert” on the device be present
when they are used than to re-
quire an “expert’ on speedomet-
ers be present in a patrol car
which hauls down a speeder

(3) It is clear that the reason
the bm requires  these speed

Propaganda Barra

checking devices be placed out
in the open is so that speeders
can see them, and slow down un-
tilthey've I!asq-d Thus thig is
primarily a provision to make the
devices ineffective in apprehend-
ing spéeders. In other words, this
is a bill to keep speeders 'from
getting_caught

(4) Speeding is the major pre-
ventable factor in highway
deaths. At least one out of three
fatal accidents involve speeding.
The best known way to reduce
highway deaths is 10 cut down
speeding

(5) Anything that makes speed
lew enforcement less effective will
increase highway fatalities. The
proposed law will “unquestionably
cause people to die on the high-
ways. Every legislator who voles
for this bill faces the responsibil-
ity for the people it kills.
RESORTING TO LIES

(5) The proponents of this bill
have resorted to lies to pass it.
They include statements that use
of electronic devices by Motor
Vehicles Commissioner Scheidt
sre “gestapo methods,” baseless
inferences that they are catching
innocent people, and the stupid as-
sertion that they are generatinga
climate of fear among drivers.
The only drivers who are afraid
are obviously those who break
speed laws. This group of law
breakers kil more people than
all the murderers, thieves, ar-
sonists, and other major crime
inals combined. What we need in
this group is more fear of high-
way speed checking methods, not
ss, if we are to stop the grisly
slaughter they cause.

(71 Electronic ~ speed devices
can mushroom to the point where
drivers will be forced to observe
speed regulations. It is true chron-
ic speeders, including those in the
legislature, might find it incon-
venient and annoying for them to
have to change their driving hab-
its. The fact that hundreds of lives
would be saved will carry weight
with some people, however, This
bill makes such a saving of lives
impossible

To sum this whole fantastia
business up, it is a vicious, ir-
responsible attempt by a laws
breaker to make it harder to catch
others guity of breaking the
same law. It is a sorry reflec
tion on our legislature that it dig-
nifies such a proposal by serious
consideration.

=

Red China’s ‘Big Scare’

By MARQUIS CHILDS

‘WASHINGTON
A STRENUOUS effort is going
on behind the scenes here to
try to get agreement on a new
and_ dramatic move in the atomic
field in anticipation of the bar-
rage of anti-American propaganda
that will be laid down at the
Afro-Asian conference in Indones-
ia_next month
Two proposals are being con-
sidered at the highest level. The
objective is to emphasize Amer-
ican concern over the effects of
nuclear weapons and to drama-
tize the desire to share peace-
time uses of the atom as widely
as_possible
LFFECTS OF FALLOUT
Proposal No. 1 is for Americn
initiative to get approval of a
‘nited Nations commission for a
study of the effects of fallout of
radioactive material in the aft-
ermath of explosion of a hydro-
gen weapon. Such a commission
also might be empowered to ap-
praise the consequences of radio-
activity currently in the atmos
phere .as the result of the tests
41[ atomic and hydrogen weapons
by the Soviel Union, Great Britain
and the United Sta
Proposal No. 2 is for American
leadership outside the U. N. in

.the first steps essential to har-

ness the peaceful atom in friend-
ly countries of Asia. This might
take the form of a commis-
sion of American atomic experts
who would visit Asia for a coop-
erative survey of the potentialities
of power reactors in areas where
fuels are scarce and costly and
hydroelectric power is unavail-
able

It is increasingly evident that
Red China’s delegates to the Indo-
nesian conference will seek to
propagandize the threat of nuclear
warfare launched by the United
States. This has a great scare
effect among Asian neutralists
and even in supposedly friendly

countries such as Japan

The official government news-
paper Izvestia in Moscow has just
denounced the _atoms-lor-peace
plan that President Eisenhower
put before the cem-
ber of 1853, lzvestia called the plan
a propaganda screen covering
an American effort to obtain con-
trol of atomic materials every
where in the world

This line is believed to be the
one that will be taken at the cone
ference at which Asian and Afri-
can powers will meet, with no
representative of any Western
power attending. Nations friendly
to the West, such as Pakistan,
the Philippines and Thailand, will
speak out against the Communist
and fellow-traveling effort to
brand the United States as an
aggressor and warmonger.

This effort will be linked, it is
believed here, to American policy
on Formosa and the fears of an
Asian war. There is, in fact, a
growing belief that the confer-
ence in Indonesia will be direct.
ly tied in to the conflict over
Formosa and the offshore islands
of Quemoy and Matsu.

The Red regime in Peiping goes

right on repeating its intention of
attacking Formosa this year.
This may, of course, be merely
empty biuff. But those who take
the threat seriously see a rela-
tionship to the conference.

Red China will not launch an
attack on a scale that would
bring American intervention prior
to the meeting that begins on
April 18 The major propaganda
line will be dedicated to con
vincing Asians and Africans that
America means to use nuclear
weapons at will against the de-
fenseless masses in Asian cities,
Then against the background of
this propaganda buildup, the Com-
munists will attack in force and
thereby presumably bring Ameri-
can_ intervention,

Ike Will Farm A Little At Gettysburg

peared to have the same kind of back-
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onetime champion wrestler at Columbia,
“Columbia University is in my district,
and that's the precinct where you voted
Until you :hange your
voting address, you are still my con-

Eisenhower laughed louder than any-
r:'\‘lmn Zelenko added as an after-
it

“You know, this is one of the few
times I have been invited to lunch by

Senator MeCarthy a constituent when he didn't ask me for

“I was elected on October 13

Less McCarthyism

A closeddoor session
Committee on Atomic
that the latest Eisenhower appointee to
the Atomic Energy Commission

a “fair

of the Joint Von

Energy revealed

-

Unlike Oppenheimer, however,
Neumann was not found “guilty” by as-
sociation,

The Princeton scientist admitted to
the congressional committee that dur
ing the Canada spy trials in X
joined others in sendjng a telegram &
the Prime Minister of Canada urging

\mivvrsi!y professor,
expressed confidence in the
of Halperin,
stood “mut
produce evidence thai he gave amy in-
formation to the spy ring.

Oppenheimer when he
agree that I have hemyed a ('onslder
able Jack of caution.”

von

trial” for Halperin, a Canadian
The telegram also
“innocence”
later acquitted when he
" and the court could not

paraphrned
testified:

Neumann almost




