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Charlotte Must Win Its Wings

‘rE:\‘TtRI.\’G into the wild blue yonder
of municipal politics, a determined
band of Chamber of Commerce leaders
vesterday built a sound and sensible
case for ordered airport development
The arguments simmered down to a sin-
gle point: If Charlotte is to find its
rightful place in the air age, it will
have to have some expert advice and a
roll of master plans.

The Queen City needs the services of
a competent professional consultant and
it needs a long range plan for the
healthy growth and expansion of airport
facilities. It is the duty of the City
Council to answer these twin needs with
as little delay as possible.

W’HY should Charlotte have an airport
t master plan? The answer was pro-
vided by McAlister Carson Jr, chairman
of the chamber’s aviation committee and
leader of the task force that invaded
City Hall's council chamber yesterday
afternoon.

You plan for your businesses, the eity’s
business. You plan for our schools, water,
sewage, streets and others. Our airport
represents a multimillion-dollar invest-
ment and can only be developed and pro-
tected by application of a master plan,
Additional millions of dollars of invested
capital are represented by planes, techni-
cal buildings and equipment. Jobs are now
created for hundreds of taxpayers and are
expanding every day.

Whether many citizens know it or not,
Charlotte has become one of the air

capitals of Dixie. Albert Gotch, Wash-
ington aviation consultant, noted as long
ago as 1952 that while Charlotte was
89th in population, it was 25th in airline
passengers enplaned. In terms of pas.
sengers enplaned per 1,000 population,
Charlotte is outranked only by Dallas,
Tex., among the mnation’s leading airline
stations. For the year ending November,
1954, the number of air
boarding planes in Charlotte
more than 15 per cent

Even bigger things are in aviation's

ssengers
increased

future. Charlotte cannot afford to gam-
ble hap 0 making arr
to meet these developments. Mr Carmn
mentioned predictions that Charlotte
will have commercial helicopter service
within five years. The next step: Pure
jet commercial airline transportation.
A hint of things to come is included
in the 1953 Civil Aeronautics Admine
istration guide book on terminal build-
ings:

Heliport facilities in proximity to the
terminal building for future helicopter
service must be given due consideration,
particularly at airports in large metropol-
itan areas.

And in addition:

The airport should provide positive sep-
aration of civil, military and/or manufac-
turing areas to minimize operational con-

flicts
And this:

Most airports are developed in stages
to meet the current and anticipated aero-
nautical requirements. This suggests the
master plan layout should depict its va-
rious stages from the initial to the ulti-
mate development. The master plan lay-
out of the entire airport, and particularly
the building area, must allow for expan-
sion of all facilities, in addition to being

A Cloud No Bigger Than A Man’s Future

e A

inherently flexible to permit accommoda-
tion of the continually changing pattern
of airport activities, Flexibility and ex-
pansibility are axiomatic when planning
airport facilities.
. .

HARLOTTE already has one of the
4 nation's finest airport terminals It
is a huge new stone in the foundation
on which the community’s economic
prospects are built. It is a fine start

But more remains to be done to plan
for the future use of that terminal and
the field it serves

The stability and growth of an area's
industry and commerce are linked today
to the adequacy of its air facilities. The
:wr_pnr! has become to key to new enter-
prise, new expansion

Charlotte must not be kept napping

End Stop-And-Go Defense Planning

E NEED a new administration . . .

that will call a halt to stop-and.
g0 planning: an administration that will
not demobilize and then hurriedly re-
maobilize. . "

The words are those of candidate
Dwight D. Fisenhower in Baltimore,
Sept. 25, 1052

But even with a famous general in the
White  Hous defense planning  in
never shaken out some of
, its old stop-and-go confu-
sion. Swiftly changing world conditions
have produced a few of the twists and
turns in policy. Conflicting viewpoints
within the administration itself have pro-

'd others,

There have been some curious deci-
sions too—such as the one to trim the
armed forces in spite of added military
commitments and growing Soviet
strength

But that old devil, uncertainty, has
been evident from the start. For instance,
after ordering cuts in the Air Force in
1953, the administration did an about
face and restored the cuts in 1954

Now, the decision to make the Army
bear the brunt of new military man.
power reductions has been accompanied
by several new contradictions.

On Dec. 10, the National Security
Council was reported still undecided on
just how large a role the Army should

play in U S defense. On Dec. 20,
Defense Secretary Wilson announced a
100,000 cut in manpower, noting that
“the relative dancer of immediate war”
had decreased. The following day, Sec.
retary of State Dulles contradicted Mr.
Wilson, saying “. . . the reductions are
not due to the fact that the threat of
war has diminished but merely due to
the fact that we think we have other
ways to cope with the threat.” On Jan.
31, Army Chief of Staff Ridgway said a
slash in the size of the Army will
eopardize security to a degree.” On
the other hand, other top officials have
indicated that the realicnment of the
armed forces team will promote the
security of the nation and of the free
world

Now. the defense question has become
a political football. Both Democrats and
Republicans are attempting to make a
party issue out of a problem which may,
in the end. affect the survival of west-
ern democracy. It is not a happy situa-
tion

National defense. like U S. foreign
policy. requires bipartisan cooperation.
If. however. that is quite impossible in
highly partisan days, then the
administration should adopt a level-line
policy and stick to it, with as litile
internal discord and bickering as possible
under the circumstances.

these

Redistricting: The Game Is Fixed

HE shell game North Carolina's
General Assembly has been playing
with redis now four years old

1t is heginni a little thin but it
looks as if this strange rigged contest
will go into another overtime period in
1955.

Instead of introducing a bill posthaste
to redistrict senatorially along the

lines

of 1950 census figures, Mecklenburg's
Sen. F. J. Blythe was polite. He proposed
a special commission. It was to study
the matter and. incidentally, have an
opportunity to recommend its own spe-
cial brand of realigiment. It could. if
it wished, adjust some of the district

lines in the rural east, where inequities

From The Christian Science Monitor

exist too, while taking care of the needs
of Mecklenburg and Guilford

did not work. Time is
running out, It appears that the commis-
sion will come up with no concrete sug-
gestions.

Perhaps Mecklenburg deserves this
treatment hecause of its apparent lack
of interest in the matter and its failure
to send a strong. enthusiastic delegation
to vesterday's public hearing in Raleigh.

But the mandate is clear. North Caro-
lina is constitutionally bound to legisia-
tive redistricting. Arguments may drone
on through the years but this sturdy
fact cannot really be denied. And four
years for a shell game is too long, too
long.

WITHOUT BENEFIT OF CLAQUE

JGOSLAV cartoonists and artists
drawing so-called comic strips as-
sembled recenily, saye a dispatch from
that country, They resolved unanimously:

(a) That humor must be funny.

(b) That individuals, as well as col-
Jectives, are fit subjects for humor.

(c) That it is not humor unless laugh-
ter results spontaneously.

One’s first impulse is to observe that
in wording and adopting these resolu-
tions the Yugoslav gentlemen have met
their own specifications— especially the
one about invoking spontameous e
ter. But the man who draws cartoons
and cartoon strips faces a sterner dis
cipline than do funnymen in some other
callings.

The “‘consumer™

/

views the drawings

and reads the “blurbs” all by himself,
not in groups. .4 they strike him as
funny, he laugi'y. If he doesn't he turns

to something else. But he doesn’t laugh
because the crowd is laughing, nor shrug
because the erowd is silent. Pity the car-
toonist everywhere. He doesn’t have a
dio audience

nd apparel store sent out
cards resembling checks worth
happiness” drawn on the
A bemused housewife
od by check™ cashed by an

equally bemused clerk in an appliance
shop. He credited $120 in full payment
for a bill and gave her $155 in cash
She has promised restitution. — Wart

STREET JOURNAL.

e

People’s Platform

The Old Testament Revisited

Charlotte

Editors. The News
WANT to compliment you on
the editorial in the Feb. 4
issue of The Charlotte News en-
titled, s Hope — the Pris-
oners’ Plea.” anf‘] to say that 1
agree with the writer that our en-
tire prisons system needs study
and revision. Possibly a complete-
ly new amproach to the problem
needs to be worked out, and your
stand on this issue will have a
great deal to do with its ultimate

solution.

The writer, however, used one
phrase with which I disagree. It
is parenthetical to the main theme
of the editorial, and its inclusion
was not mecessary. My objection
is that he states an interpretation
as if it were truth, as if it were
an axiom, and places in contra-
ion n\o guides of life that seem
to be more in agreement

ic
to me
than disagreement

Near the end of this fine edi-

torial the writer says: 'There is
too much of the Old Testament
idea of an eye for an eye in the
present prison &ys and not
enough application of New Testa-
ment philosophy and modern re-
habilitation techniques.”

The teaching of the Old Testa-
ment of an eye for an eye, a tooth
for a tooth, was given not in the
spirit of vindictiveness or eruelty,
but as a guard against exacting a
greater penalty than was
This law of retribution was de
signed to take vengeance out of
the hands of private persons and
commit it to the magistrate. It is
not a law of retaliation, but was a
civil law, given to regulate the
procedure of the public magistrate
in determin; the amount of
in every case of in-

In other words, the punishment
should fit the crime — not two
eyes for an eye, not a life for an
eve, not two lives for one life.
Furthermore, 1 know of no bibli-
cal record where the penalty was
exacted literally, but provision was
netary compensa:
, or for whatever
v was regarded as a proper
equivalent for these

I have studied the Old Testa-
ment all my life, and have never
felt that it taught vindictiveness er
evil retalia

Since reading the editorial. T
have referred to several Christian
commentaries on the New Testa-
ment, and one of them made the
following statement

he teachings of the New Tes-
fament are not in antagonism to
the law of Moses, but serve to
carry out more fully its spirit and

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
Brownell
out of his way at a press confer-

TTORNEY General

design, to complete the law, not
change it."
— I D. BLUMENTHAL

The Death Penalty

Is Unconstitutional

Charlotte
itors, The News:
AMES MORGAN, who joined
thq Army at the age of 14,
was in combat in Korea on
15th birthday. The immature, in-
experienced hoy that society
taught to be a killer thus became
a hero, The end of his story, how-
ever, is even more tragic. After
his release from military service,
he was involved in the slaying of
a cab driver, Several weeks ago
the young veteran, age 18, died
in the electric chair at Reidsville,
Ga. A sentence of life imprison-
ment would have satisfied justice,
but the. grace and charity that
would have approved mercy wera
absent. This is a defect in society
The death penalty is illegal be-
cause unconstitutional. Article
VIII of the Bill of Rights provides
that cruel and unusual punish-
ments shall not be inflicted I
contend that capital punishment,
always useless and without any
beneficial public purpose, is with-
in the reasonable scope of this
constitutional principle. The arti-
cle that 1 have cited applies only
to punishment administered in
our federal courts. Clearly, how:
ever, this limitation is made ap:
plicable to each of the 48 states
by the 14th amendment.
Honest people may Hisagree
with my careful view that the
death penalty actually is unlaw-

ful Not more than a few will
disagree that it is immoral. It is
never justified. Capital punish-

ment is an unfortunate product of
vengeance, a relic of jungle law.
The old precept of a life for a life
should be replaced with the Chris-
tian rule of charity that precludes
the sacrifice of human life on the

altar of vengeance
—~ORA WILBERT EADS

Plea Of Mitigation
For An Old Soldier

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
AS A practicing attorney and
veteran of more than four
years service with the Army in
World War II, I have been in.
terested in the court martial of
$gt. Olson at Fort Bragg. Sgt. Ol-
son has been found guilty as
charged and ordered to imprison-
ment and dishonorable discharge,
with forfeiture of pay and all al-
lowances.

Olson, upon being sentenced
stated that he had rather be shot
than to receive a dishonorable
discharge from the Army of the
United States, He is no doubt sin-
cere in making this statement.
During my Army service I knew
some, and, most of the non-com-
missioned officers with whom I
came in contact were high type
men of courage and fine sense of
loyalty and duty to their country.

The fact that Sgt. Olson has
been charged and found guilty of
aiding and abetting the Commu-
nists cannot be too strongly con-
demned and he should be pun-
ished. However, our Army has al-

50 been much 100 lax in training
our men and officers in what la

of good treatment, and how to witn-
stand the tortures and deceit of
their captors

It would seem that understand-
ing of the circumstances, of the
stress and mental anxiety in-
volved in being taken prisoner
and subjected to the torture rou-
tine of the Communists could very
well mitigate the sentence imposed
on Olson to the extent of saving
him the dishonor of a dishonor-
able discharge in view of the fact
that he has put in 20 years of
honorable and faithful service.

There is no doubt but that he
has been given a fair and impar-
tial trial and has had the advan-
tage of each and every legal rule
of evidence and procedure formu-
lated for the purpose of safe-
guarding our fundamenta' rights
of life and liberty. It just seems
that a plea of mitigation might
well be justified in this type of
court martial case.

~MAHLON CHANDLER

Nationalism

OTHING has done the cause

of world understanding more
harm than the failure of some in-
tellectuals to see the difference
between true and noble national-
ism and false or dangerous chau-
vinism or anti-foreignism or iso-
lationism. There is a place and
always will be, in our integrating
world, for a true sense of nation.
hood, just as there is a place
for the proud Californian er the
exuberant Texan or the canny
New Englander in our own na-
tion Let us use it for the
betterment of ourselves and our
fellow men, as a base, a model,
a nucleus, a significant entity, a
safeguard — the
ter, to paraphrase a profound ob-
servation, but not the circumfer.
ence of the affections, the hapes
or the institutions of mankind,
—Edwin D. Canham “New
Frontiers For Freedom.’

U.S. Cuts Armed Strength
As Global Dangers Mount

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
HE chief conviction that Sec-
retary of State John Foster
Dulles brought back from his
Asian tour is the need for a much
firmer stand if the Communists
are not to gain large new areas.
In the precarious balance that
now prevails words alone will not
mean the kind of firmness the
weak, uncertain, still-uncommit-
ted countries of Southeast Asia
can understand and respect
That is why, not only outside
but also inside the administration,
doubts are beginning to grow
over the cutbacks in strength —
both military and ecomomic —
that have been part of the econ-
omy program of the Eisenhower
administration.
STOP-AND-START
In the 52 campaign Mr. Eisen-
hower spoke out against the kind
of stop-and-start defense which
has proved so costly in the past,
when after each war in which
America has participated the mil-
itary machine put logether at
enormous cost on an emergency
basis is recklessly and wastefully
dismantled, That happened in 1919
and in 1946, and there are some
now in official position wha be-
lieve it is in process of happening
again in the wake of the ending
of the Korean War.
One of the issues becoming
more deeply embedded in politics

is the effort to create a military
reserve system that would pro-
vide a reservoir of trained man-
power. This is the alternative to
maintaining a large force in uni-
form. The plan is already being
scaled bac)

While in the past tha United
States has had months in which
to prepare for war, it greed
that there will never again be
such a period of grace. That is
why the decisions being taken to-
day — or often simply being by-
passed — are so momentous in
relation to America's security,
The temptation is to lapse back
into the illusion that things will
be as they were in the past and
that if trouble comes we shall

have time to prepare for it.
§0 LITTLE KNOWLEDGE

What is more, this is happening
with the public having little
awareness of what these deci-
sions mean, Increasingly, con-
gressional committees are hear
ing vital testimony in secret ses-
sion and the most that comes out
is a leak that often is distorted
and inaccurate. Just as Ridg-
way had begun to testify over his
concern about the reductions in
the Army and their effect the
Armed Services Committee went
into closed session. Seldom, if
ever, have issues of such far-
reaching import been decided
with so little public knowledge
and understanding.

Uncle Sam’s Earth Satellite
May Be Launched In 1957

By STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

BOUT two years from mow—

provided all goes according

to plan—the United States should

be ready to launch into space the

‘lanrlri‘s first artificial earth satel-
ite

The satellite which is now being
plan will be very different
from the elaborate space ships
usually envisioned. It is likely to
be hardly larger than a soft ball,
and it will probably weigh well
under 100 pounds. This small ob-
ject will be hurled into space by
means of a two- or three-staged
rocket, reaching an “escape, velo-
city™ of just under eight miles a
second in its final stage.

CIRCLE THE EARTH

Thereafter, the tiny satellite
will circle the earth, at an alti-
tude of 250 miles or more, like a
ball at the end of a string, com-
pleting each circle in less than
two hours. Affer some weeks, it
will probably drift earthward as a
result of slight atmospheric drag,
and eventually it will disintegrate
when it hits the denser atmos-
phere below.

Telemetering and other de-
vices which can be built into such
a tiny man-made moon can tell
technicians on the earth below
much about the great unknowns of
space. Thus it will have very great
scientific value. But, it should be
understood, it pvill have no mil.
itary application at all—it could
not be used to kill anybody, or
even to spy on anybody.

NO SERIOUS EFFORT

It is for precisely this reason
that no serious efiort to get a
satellite into space has heretofore
been made, even though seven or
eight years ago the technicians of
the Air Forc Rand Project
ruled that a satellite was techni-
cally feasible. Opponents of the
satellite project have hitherto ar-
gued successfully that first prior-
ity must be given to weapons with
real military value—above all to
the decisive weapon, the inter-
continental ballistic missile, or
1BM

]
a

There are two main reasons
why it has now nevertheless been
decided to make a serious effort
to achieve a satellite. In the first
place, as the missile art has ma-
tured, it has become clear that a
satellite is a way-station on the
road to the IBM, and can be
achieved without any great diver-
sion of r manpower from
the decisive weapon

One might suppose that the

problem of creating a 5.000-mile-
range ballistic missile would be
far easier than the problem of
creating an artificial heavenly
body. Actually, the satellite — or
such a crude, preliminary satel-
lite as that described above—is
much easier.

The two worst headaches for the
inter-continental missile design-
er—how to guide the missile ac-
curately to its target half a world
away, and how to prevent its dis-
integrating like a comet when it
re-enters the atmosphere—do not
exist for the designer of a satel-
lite. The problem of design is also
very much simplified because a
small satellite like that described
above weighs far less than the
bulky hydrogen warhead of an in-
ter-continental missile.
PEANUTS

The total cost of getting such
a small object into space has re-
cently been estimated as low as
$20 million—peanuts in the Pen-
tagon—as against previous esti-
mates of $1 billion or more. And
intelligence analyses of Soviet
progress in missiles have made a
$20 million investment in a satel-
lite project seem urgently desir-
able.

In recent months the Soviet
press has been filled with boasts
about future Soviet triumphs in
space. Prol. Nesmeyanov, presi-
dent of the august Soviet Acad-
emy of Sciences, passed the word:
“Science has reached a point
where it is realistic for us to
speak of. . .creating an artificial
satellite of the earth.” Nesmey-
anov's words have been echoed
by numerous confident predictions
by other Soviet scientists.

The intelligence experts have
learned from sad experience, not-
ably with both the atomic and the
hydrogen bombs, that this sort of
Soviet chest-thumping must be
taken very seriously indeed. The
prospect of permitting the Soviets
to get the first artificial satellite
into space seemed more intoler-
able the more the problem was
considered.

The Russians would gain enor-
mous prestige in the scientific
world, as well as registering a
huge propaganda victory, if they
were the first to break the bonds
of gravity. But that is by no
means all. Even assuming that
the first Soviet satellite missile
lacked a practical military appli-
cation, it would represent a great
({:m step into an unknowable fu-
ure.

U, S. GUIDED MISSILE ZOOMS SKYWARD
Next Step: An Earth Satellite?

Flimsy Alibi In Texas Grain Scandal

Thornton Sr., the father

went  Shivers' commissioner of

was Shivers’ roommate in college and

of Gov. Allan

highways who suffers.”

and he's the one in the long run who

Senator Young referred to the fact

U. s.

ment wheat right under the eyes of the
inspector,
The most amazing thing about Attor

ence last week to try to alibi the dis-
missal of five Galveston grain scandal
indictments just before they were to go
to trial and shortly after Governor
Shivers of Texas had lunched with Presi-
dent Eisenhower

Brownel] even brought his chief of
the criminal division, Warren Olney
a competent public servant who did a
good job as coun California
Crime Commission, to the conference
Together they claimed they were sho
of evidence and that one government
witness had reversed himself.

This did not, however, satisfy some
of the senators, most of them Repub
lican, who investigated the shocking Gal
veston grain scandal two years ago and
wha gathered enough evidence to indict
several of the grain dealers plus E. H.

manager of his re-election campaign last
summer.

“I would have thought it was a mat-
ter for the jury to decide,” commented
Sen. Ed Thye, Minnesota Republican.
“The dismissal just doesn’t look good."

Sen. Milton Young, North Dakota Re-
publican, also expressed dissatisfaction
“How can American wheat farmers

expect to sell abroad in competition with
Canada.” he said, “when Canada main-
tains strict inspection of its wheat ex
ports while American wheat is sent to
ports like Galveston where it's mixed
with hog feed and silo maze, then sent
abroad as supposedly top grade Ameri.
can wheat?

“The American farmer doesn’t know
his wheat is being mixed with hog feed

*

that two shiploads of the impure Gal-
veston wheat had been sold to the Swiss
who refused to take delivery. Several
shiploads were also sent to the West
German republic, a country we are try-
ing to keep friendly to the west. They,
however, accepted the wheat and used
it even though later found to be “unfit
for human consumption,”

“That’s the kind of reputation our
wheat is getting abroad,” Senator
Young commented

He also referred to the fact that the
Bunge Corporation, an Argentine firm,
made it a regular practice to ship its
wheat to Galveston where it had a
friendly arrangement with the Galves-
ton city grain elevators of which E. H.
Thornton was manager, to mix its poor
wheat with goodgrade U, S, govern-

ney General Brownell's alibi for dis-
missing these indictments was that the
Senate agricultural subcommittee had
already developed all the evidence a
prosecuting attorney would appear to
need fo take the case to court,

Furthermore, though the Justice De-
partment alibied that there was no evi-
dence any Galveston dock officials prof-
ited from the transaction, this i di-
rectly contrary to the fact.

At Galveston, bribes were paid to D,
1. Sweeney, assistant superintendent of
elevator B, totaling $5500 during the
same three years that the Canadian hog
feed was secretly mixed and loaded.
The bribes were paid by S. P. Perich,
vice president of the Stone Forwarding
Co., which handled all shipments for
the Bunge Corp.

’




