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Textiles And Tariff: New Approach
To The Revolution In World Trade

'HE administration's new reciprocal

trade bill (H. R. 1) is no tempest in a
tariffpot. It is a genuine, full-blown
threat to Dixie’s multimillion dollar tex-
tile industry and to the economic security
of armies of southerners.

‘The effects wowld be felt right here in
Mecklenburg if the textile industry—or
any significant portion of it—should be
sacrificed to foreign competitors

The measure—which would extend the
20-year-old reciprocal trade law three
years and give the President additional
powers to reduce tariffs 5 per cent a year
during the period—is dangerous in its
present form It would be folly to ex-
tend the law without adjusting it to the
realities of the age

These sentiments do not represent a
major shift in the basw beliefs of THE
News. In the past, our editorial policy
on trade has been based on two cardinal
points

1—The more trade the better

—The freer it is the better.

We have not changed but conditions
have altered the timetables of progress.
We still believe in the free movement of
goods throughout the world. We still
maintain that it is a goal toward which
the nations of the world must work. But
one country cannot, by itself. bring about
a revolution in trade If it fries today, it
will be caught in a whirlwind of con-
flicting economic and strategic currents

W"HII,E nodding heads in unison about
the necessitv to reduce tariffs and
stimulate a liberal trade policy, too many
foreign nations have been silently erect-

ing sky-hich barriers to free trade. [m
port quotds, currency control strait
jackets, import licenses and every other

conceivable protectionist device are be-
ing put info effect. A whole new arsenal
of economic weanons has been developed
Thev make fariffs seem like horse-drawn
artillerv in a world of atomic armament

But there are other new ingredients
in the international trade stew. as well

For one thing, the ever-auickening
fechnological and scientific revolution
which is undercuttin® the advantages of

international specialization, is making
the world even more fiercely comveti-
tive. Adequate mechanisms of adjust-

ment have not vet heen forged

Under ideal free trade conditions. ane
area might be watchmaker for the world

hecause it might e a corner on the
raw materials, skilled labor, efficient
machinery, efte. In exchanee for its
watches if could receive other items from
other specialized areas that oroduce
them—on a stuff-forstuff basis. The
theorv is that if a nation wants to sell,
also huy. Fverv countrv has
7 to sell thing else to buv.
Thev are produced
chnjoues are about
Eauinment is net identieal

it must
thir

extiles

r the world

are's not a oreat deal of difference in
efficiencv—although Americans have a

particularly hich rating
Ti however, a difference. 1t is
Isbor. The average Japa

worker makes 138 cenfs an
The averase US textile worker
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makes about $1.30 an hour. This is a
ratio of about 10 to 1. When you con-
sider that. in textiles, labor costs make
up 49 per cent of the value added by
manufacture, the importance of this dif-
ference is clear. ( Wages are not the only
cost differential: there ix also a disparity
in the cost of cotton, equipment and
transportation.)

Japan is one of the world's principal
manufacturers of textiles. U.S. foreign
aid heloed put the industry on its feet
after World War II. Even under vresent
tariff schedules. it is flooding the United
States with cotton goods. In December
alone. 85300 dozen woven cotton shirts
entered this conntrv from Javan. Prices
are considerably below general US
levels. Quality is not alwavs sleazv.

This competition has already injured
T. S oroducers. In the third quarter of
1954 (latest available figures), profits on
sales after taxes amounted to onlv .36 of
1 per cent—Ilowest level since 1938. Last
vear the United States lost 600000
spindles while Janan was adding more.

The South—and varticularly this im-
mediate area—is, for better or worse,
built upon a cotton economy. This is not
a happy or partlcularly healthy situation.
But it is a fact. Any sudden joit to the
textile industry will run like an earth-
auake through the region’s entire eco-
nomic terrain

Slowly. new industrv is being estab-
lished. Slowly, Dixie’s economic base is
heing strengthened and broadened. But
the region is not yet ready to exile King
Cotton. Human factors are involved. Too
many lives are wrapped up in the pros.
perity of thousands of individual mills
and suoporting institutions and busi-
nesses. The textile South must not slach
its own throat or stand idly by while
someone else wields the razor

AR

HIS does not mean, however, that the
goal of a liberal trade policy should
be junked. It simply means that before
the United States liberalizes its trade
program further, it should take stock of
what the total world situation is and act
accordingly. It should decide what its
long range strategic and economie inter.
ests are
It may take a two-tothree-year trade
truce to provide a breathing spell for

comvetitive relations to shake themselves
down
It will certainly meam that America

will have to develop a clearcut under-
standing with its world neighbors about
mutual responsibilities in international
trade.

It will probably mean some additional
investments abroad to open up new mar.
for the United States and even for
peskv rivals like the Japanese.

The nation's first concern must be to
maintain a high level of production and
emplovment in a solvent and expanding
American economy. Next, from that
sound economic hase, the nation must
work aggressivelv to strengthen the free
world through the expansion of world
trade. In the long run, both of these
responsibilities can be discharged — if
Americans have the patience. the wisdom
and the common sense to do the job

Going Up

can colonies. Furthermore, a dramatic
regrouping in French political parties is
underway. And finally, strong-willed
Pierre Mendes-France is standing in the
wings, a formidable opposition leader,
ready for a comeback
The German question was, unfor-
funately, not settled hy the Bundestag’s
vote Socialists and Free Democrats are
letermined to mobilize popular resist-
to the Paris pacts even after formal
Pacifism is mdr:pread in
any. So is suspicion of the
mpound the gloom, Dr. Ade-
His ctrength ic declining
T strong leader is at hand to take
his place

is 79

In Japan. the new lineup is acceptable
ta the West but promises to bring head-
aches later. Prime Minister Hatoyama
has called for trade and friendship with
the Communist nations as well as the
United States. The extent of this trade
and friendship has yet been determined

All the world is indeed a stage .
and the real drama is just beginning

Trio For Two Crickets & A Fiddle

lT HAPPENED just as Feb. 28 was
melting into March 1

Suddenly time skipped a beat

February of the chilly glance and icy
fingers should have been hustling out
winter's rear door.

It was the moment for lion-like March
to blunder upon the scene, hoarse with
tempestuous breath

But there was a pause

The world was qu 1d the land was
laced with a gentle mist

Even a few kets chirped inquir.
ingly.

The clouds obligingly pulled their

skirts aside so the stars could be
A light breeze blew the night nrunnd

it through trees.

There was . . . a kind of interlude

Whether it all occurred because Feb-
ruary was anxious to get away and
jammed Nature's watchworks or whether
March had just dawdled along the way was
something to ponder.

But then again the seasons might not
have known whether they were coming
or going

An irate mother marched her 10-year-
old son into a doctor's office and de-
manded. “Is a boy of this age able to
perform an appendix operation?” “Of
course not” snapped the doctor. Mama
turned angrily to the boy and shouted,
“So who was right? Put & back!”
—Lamar (Mo.) DEmosman.

Rugged Individualism
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The Hollering Is Hokum

Younger Generation On Trial

CEditors' Note: Mr. Houser is
judge of the Cleveland County
Juvenile Court,)

v

T SEEMS TO me it is about

time for someone to call the
hands of the disciples of gloom
who are forever hollering about
how terrible this younger genera-
tion is. And 1 believe I am in
about as good a position as any-
body to know that most of the
hollering is just plain hokum

Our boys and girls are behav-
ing themselves betler than are vur
adults, yet just about every day
I see in the papers where somc-
one, usually someone who hasnt
the slightest idea of what he is
talking about, has been moaning
over jurenile delinquency, and us
ally not moaning low.

Al right, let's admit children
get in trouble. But let’s get down
to cases, When you get a temper-
ature and go to a physician you
do not expect him to treat your
temperature. You expect him to
find out the cause of the fever and
treat the ailment: if the diagnosis
is correct and the treatment is
tight, the chances are the tem
perature will soon get back (o
normal
PERFECT PARAI L

There is a complete and per
fect parallel with your problem of
children in difficulty. Their ac
tions are a symptom of si
in their community and
and unil we get at the
cause for children reacting in
vicious manner fo the influences
to which they are exposed. we are
fighting windmills

We have just had a hullab
in the Charlotte ol
some men, boys,
of merchandise. Buried
down in the story was news .m !
the 33year-old fence who wa
buying the stuff venile -\\u

basic

Iur

quency’ Eliminate your [ences,
all of whom are grown men, to
say the least, and you will elim

nate most of the reason for steal
ing, at any rate on the big scale
KID KILLERS

€ have heard about mugging
in New York. Sure you have had
kid killers. But for every kid kill-
er in New York you have had doz-
ens of adult Killers. Mobster or
ganization, all mixed up with poli
tics and businessmen who are
supposedly respectable people
particularly along the water front,
has been operating for years
long enough that it is surpri
youngsters have not heen mix
up in these sort of things |

1o
Your juvenile courts a rain
ing schools are not the an
We have had courts and pena
stitutions for adults for
many years and the la
heard from it we were still hay
ing law violations of just about all

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

By EVERETT HOUSER
In The Shelby Doily Star
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dollars they
in many cases, any acti
ties that were profitable and

People’s Platform

Sh-h-h! Don’t Even
Mention The Word

Charlotte

Editors. The News:
l {ERE was more than a little
icism in the loca. pre:

last week expressing keen disap-
proval of the secret meeling (0.
called by the City Co

at the well-lighted home of one
nl its members

Such & meeting of public offi
cials is not per se pernicious
nor necessarily repugnant to the
best interest of the citizenry. It
reflects itself more in the na-
ture of bad judgment and poor
taste on the part of the partici
pants than in any other marner.
Should it be a case of th MI\
Council members just nal
being enamoured of the idea u[
meeting in a private home for a
change of scenery then it is more
than a possibility that one of the
residents of Queens Road West
would feel mighty proud to have
the Council make use of one of
the drawing rooms of one of the
palatial residences on this fine
street for its meetings

About the only thing that the
Council could do at this time
would cause a real hard:
would be to raise city
tax. But since most
taxpayers are
smach
ressu

on to the higher tax ratc
this year. it just couldn't have the
heart o do that. And ple r
don me for mentioning
thing. It is not good to
whisper such things as th
hearing of public  officials. 1t
gives them ideas for more and
better taxes

—MAHLON CHANDLER

While Senate Works,
Dick Nixon Travels

Charlotte

Editors, The News.
ILL you kindly advise the pub-
lic, if possible, why it is rieces
that Vice P dent  Nixon,

who was elected o | over
the Senate, should be visiting out
side the country, and in all prob
vility  at pvernmen expense
hile Cangress

have got in

e legalistic Bl o,

—HOYT EAVES
You have us

ning school (Editors’ Note:
into the pic- there)

already oceur-
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any day God Hot Springs Cool,” published by

the Breit-Breit Music Corporation,

the qualities of the preying com:
pany with the insurance commis-
sion at Raleigh. This could he
done with a 2 f
a certainty. m

ple have a pre-existing conditi n

(with teng
be learned h
ey trust that the

which tiey hope

th that they, the victims, are
dwelling on, but it just doesn,
way. The company

happen thal
ad and accepts their pre-

a claim is presented
investigate. The com.
as not used

d but the “in.

then they
p

ured has” so no charges are
brought
This is a cold-blooded and vi.

business and many times t'a
companies should he penalized
But how

on:  Advertis-
a who are paid for ads
industries as insurance
should conduct an everyday for-
um educating the public in insur.
ance policies, practices and
el Newspapers, radio and

well utilize this
s a public interest
the finer national m:
his could work a good ¢l
5 possibly increasa
e listening and view.
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The Contact Club:
An Ax To Grind?

Charlotie

Editors, The New
I WAS very interesting to note
from the paper that the Cham-
ber of Commerce has formed a
Contact Club, tne purpose of which

is greel new business execi-
tives to our city and make them
teel at home.

1t strikes me that the big draw-
back here is that the m rs of

this club are mostly insurance
salesmen and 1 am sure thal new.
comers to Charlotie are not en-
tirely familiar with the persistent
methods used by this important

fraternity
Instead of a Contact Club, bet«
ter call it The-Chamber-of-Com=
merce - Society - for-Ensnaring-Une
specting - Insurance - Prospects-
Belore-Other Insurance. Salest

.
to - Them Club, or the
( (*‘ UIPBOISGT Club.

Seems to me the Chamber of

Commerce is enabling a group
of some of the best insurance
s in town to put the

This is no way to welcome busi-
ness execulives new to Charlotte,

he Chamber of Comme
know better, And “Ir. Dow:

dy should not be so naive
Let's have a welcoming com-
e for these newcomers, but
t wmwwd of peopla

With Do ax to. gr
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State of Georgia
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Those Tender Love Songs

reserved and so on,
nol, the Hh\e]H

Nobel Prize
to literature
fought that legalistic pro-
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some m.m from lawyers
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d to the verses of a
poser 103 Ly

Cole Porter "(11\]]\[\"

dilemma by
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0
a wonderful book, f i
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that brightened all our yesterdays.
But here's the rub.,
Can they be freely quoted by
aracters in novels by other
ers wearing the silks of Ran-
House or any other pube

lisher

Judges Figure In Drunk Driving Case

WASHINGTON was turning in a n mﬂu,mq fed
snt offen that a newly elected sen- eral judge, who was driving car at
:[.lnnn.ﬁl.i chance to sp W mn the time of the incident \w ther with
House on a judicial appoinir st Judges Frank B. Re Chester An-
after he takes ofice, but that is the posi son, Oregon county os
tion in which Sen Dick Neuberger The state police immediately put out
Oregon, Democrat, finds himself as a @ call for a “possible 31" which is the
result of an automobile code number - for deunken driving.
the Oregon coast When apprehended, U Judge East
had relinquished the wheel to Judge
Threg Held Reed. and Judge Anderson was fast
S District Judge William East, ‘3si€€p in the back seat. Judge Reed
-hnm Eisenhower has just nominated '\I s submitted to the ignominy of an on
figured in this incident. In fact, a tota] '13PO"
of three judges were held briefly un S'a'¢ B o
der  suspicion drunken after Sl
attending an allday judic £ al r
Coos Bay, Ore., on Jan .
Driving home afterwards, their ca Park
brushed that of Warner, a Eu However, the "

gene, Ore, car who
to the chief of police in

that three judges

teported
near-by Reeds
were

aroer did not know, however, that he

nk

e ear o

and dr

e of the |l/l"

ove them back

himself the
1t developed later that the three judges
were, to quote one po abusive
as h Or, as the police chief put it,
they seemed to resent being h\nu’hl to
a “small police station.” Fin: afte
mmc held about an hour, they were re-

of the

W hat waike this interesting Politically

State
pon his intended victim
of State

did not reflect
then Fecretary
as the darling
Secretary

Department

Republicans—{ormer

of State Byrnes.
Long-suppressed

Byrnes appointed 57 of the 73 State De-

partment employees on MeCarthy's “su

figures show that

b versive” list. Acheson appointed on

:\’!“h: 'an‘}"(\‘}\- Fﬂ”i‘:! had al- four, including the re-appointment

Saly g e 4e & ippointment  philip Jessup who was first hired by

of Judge East. Senators enjoy & unigueé Gop secretary of State Charles Evans

position when it comes to 2D Hughes in 1924,

P ‘n“r."l‘v: ;n that wrv; senator can S oo el list contained 81
‘ names, but one was a ¢ d
Sen :
berger asked the FBI for a full re. SCVeh never worked for the

port. Says Neuberger: “I would like MMt at all - Another 32 were e |

to_know whether the new appointee is Rio¥ees, who weren't working for fhe

going to be as sober as a judge.” State Department at the time of McCa
thy's ch:
Th

Charges Backfire
It has been kept secret all these yea
but Sen. McCarthy’s 1850 charges aga nst

proved

ngle one has ever been

a
to be a Communist. «




