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.Big Job Ahead For Civic Tailors

ETROPOLITAN Charlotte, a blg boy
who has grown too fast for his

If proposed perimeter zoning and sub-
control are mot approved
v garments will be shodd

ppropriate legislation is provided
¢ tailors do a good job, the
s fast-growing metropolitan
can become the pride and joy of
Mecklenburg.
Planning experts have heen aware
of these facts for years. But political
timidity has prevented progress

This week the tables we turned,
Chances for adequate perime legisla-
tion suddenly looked very, very good.

The Mecklenburg legislative delegation
has unanimously approved a brace of

bills sent to Raleigh by Charlotte City
Council and Mecklenburg's Board of
County Commissioners. One measure

waould authorize the creation of a zon-
ing board of adjustment with five mem-
bers representing the city and five rep-
resenting the county. The other would
give the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning

Commission supervision over the estabe
Jishments plats and subdivisions
Transfer of lots in unapproved subdivie

1
of

sions would constitute a misdemeanor.
The two bills serve a commendable
purpose.
If passed, they will help provide for
the orderly growth of metropolitan

ed to promote and
protect tt fety, morals, con-
venience, prosperity and general welfare
of all inhabitants of the perimeter area.

This sort of zoning and subdivision
control is merely the application of com-
mon sense and fairness to public regulas
tions governing the use of private real
estate. Zoning gives everyone who lives in
or does business in a community the
chance for a reasonable enjoyment of his
property rights and, at the same time,
protects him from unreasonable injury
by neighbors who would seck private
gain at his expense.

The principle of perimeter zoning is
sound. If they meet the approval of the
attorney general on technical grounds,
the two bills should be speedily enacted
by the General Assembly.

‘Give Us Hope'=The Prisoners’ Plea

NE WAS a copkiller, in for life. One
¥ was a robber. The third was a rapi
burglar, sérving 46 years. The fourth was
serving 35 to 49 years on charges of
assault, escape, ceny, kidnaping, carry-
jng a gun and attempting to escape.
Those were the four prisoners who
held gnards hostage at Massachusetts
State Prison last month, Those were the
men who asked to tell their story to two
chaplains, a doctor and an editor whom
they trusted.

The editor was Erwin D. Canham, of
the CimsTIAN Sciexcr Moxtron. Here,
in part, is what he wrote after the Ivm;;
conversations leading to the prisoners
surrender of hostages and return fo their
cells:

These were desperate
perate earnest ones. They
and passion \mvlal to r
in a phrase, “Give us hope

. For three solid hours we sat and
tatked — listened, mostly. The convicl
complsined of their utter frustration,
but most of all the horrors of protracted
solitary confinement, “You rot” they
Bﬂ‘ghrn they took us out in the cell bloek
to sce where they had been imprisoned

Seme of the cells were granite in floor
to

men, but des-
had a sincere
It was,

and walls, and there the men had
sleep on the rock without bed, matiress,
or blanket. Under punitive_cond

h pu
tions they got a loaf of bread and some

water each day.

They claimed to have been shut In
guch cells for over days at a siretch

Tedc sreen (1 robbe asked me
to step into one ese gloomy dun
geons. He shut and Ted th or and
turned out the ligh n the rridor
Then, in his tense, hard voice, he de-
scribed life in these ce

v false sympathy,
mes entered the
They freely averred they had
a debt 10 pay to socicty, But they wanted
to be brought to trial, to get
their punishment, and to see w
way down at the end of the ro:
might not he a year or two of
for them.

assion.
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the

thera
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Periodically, an outhreak like that in
Massachusetts, or the prison death of a
Loeb, or Remington, or Rush, focuses
attention on the ills of the U S. prison
system. And then the doors clang shut
and the newsmen go away, until prison
brutality, homosexuality or hopelessness
n result in death or break-out

What is the answer? How can prison-
ers be given hope, and rehabilitated, and
the publie still be protected?

Ralph S. Banay, who was formerly in
charge of the psychiatrie clinic at Sing
Sing, has a drastic solution. Abolish the
prisons, he suggests in the current New
York Tives  Macazive.  Rehabilitate
lawbreakers outside prison walls, he sug-
gests, at hospital-like institutions. Put
those who are not receptive to therapy
in_custodial institutions

While he disclaims proposing substifu-
tion of psycho-therapy for penalty, his
suggestion is foo sweeping. But there ig
enough truth in what he savs to build
a case for substantial revision in the
prison system.

There is too much of the Old Testa.
ment idea of an eye for an eye in the
present prison system, and not enough
application of New Testament philosophy

=

and modern rehabilitation techniques. In
federal, and in North Carolina state pris-
ons the majority of inmates are repeat.
ers, whose first incarceration is more
often than not a post-graduate course
in crime.

Other countries have applied modifi

cations of the Ranay proposal, and
achieved remarkable results. Sweden, for
example, has but a few thousand pris
oners. They are given periodic home
leaves. a practice which helps a prisoner
¥ al home ties and a meas
ure of et

In the words of the Massachusetls
prisoners, this permits men fo hope,
Surely it is worth frying such a program
among the many prisoners whose occa-

sional
ublie,

One For Three

ohiject to the
unless we

release would not endanger the

enslavement of mankir

assume that men are ca

of fre

Mr. Kruich deserved to win, although
there were other strong contenders in

the nonfiction field (¥
White and Car
The

mer Davis, E. B,

f

the 76 to Wi
A Fanvs e poetr
Stever Tk Covis

£ Strvens. Mr. F
fost T

a's gre

re was given
a
t in the wonderful
erican literature, not even
( na's Randall Jarr
| 3
Krutck
le

" MAYBE

Queen City Revisited:

By JAMES RATHBURN

(Editors' Notet Mr. Rathburn, my work is in the ter Plan-
planner for Charloite’s Rede ng sion, assisting in the
opment from Sep- preparation of plans for guiding
tember 1 19 Te-  the ny's development work. past
turned to the Queen City recent-  During the month vacation be- Puerto
Iy for & { visit. Here are {ween jobs, one day was spent in that
wome of his observations — a pro-  Charlotte, It was good to be back,
fessional planner’s slant on Char- | saw some of my friends, there parison,
lotte's capacity (o meet old prob- was not time to see all, and en-

lems and the relationship of those joyed the relaxed warmth of an
problems to similar ones In his carly fall day. The walk to the
new home, Rico.) Square tock me through quiet res-
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico idential areas witk broad lawns,

N certain ways, at least, S5an great trees and pleasant gardens.
Juan has not been I passed the huge hole being dug
unlike Charlotte for me for the under-pass and marvelled

However,
the pec

1

slums

are fairly decent residential
as

Does this mean that Charlotte
can forget its slums? I think not,
is is something which
le of Charlotte must de-

This is their
n is a long way

true regret in Puerto Rico than
in the States, t. People
here were outraged at this a
a few insane persons. The ma-
turity of stateside react
warming insight into the Ameri-
can mind

The most remarkable aspect of
Puerto Rico during the past ten
years is the economic progress
that has occurred. Puerto Rico is
a poor country with a tremendous
population to support. There is a
vigor and purpose, however,
which springs from and is main-
tained by an honest and efficient
government. There is room to
hope that the progress of the past

of Charlotte

ackyard; San
ff. Let the

After a year and a few months' to see hecoming fact what had people of Charlotte go to their decade will continue; and that the
work with the San Juan Hou once heen only lines .n paper. slums during a cold winter rain, present urgent need to raise the
Authonity, 1 transferred to This was the ‘new" highway n in the heat of summer; standard of living will one day
Puerto Rico Industrial which had served as the houndary decide if they can become a historical memory,

e for the proposed Palmers Alley ir s much as the American frontier

slum clearance and urban rede- TED ISLAND' is to us today.
one of the m velopment project. Then to see  As to Puerlo Rico, aside from DEVELOPMENT

onomic the new construction downtown the slums and the economic probe The Commonwealth govern-

. and to watch the noon crowds on lems, it is a lovely place, Offi- ment is actively supporting the

LOTTE the street. There was a quiet cially it is known as the “en- development program with tax

ing authority, my sureness of being up to something. chanted island”; and for once, exemption, factory construction,

an in the slum cl CHARLOTTE SLUMS officialdom may be right. The is- loans, employe training pro-

ance and urban redeveln In the afternoon, I retraced the land is tropical, with coconut grams and a multitude of spe-
program: a program s steps of many other visits to the trees, long curving beaches, ex- eial services. Many of the iead-
that of the now, alas, de Brooklyn area. The old shacks clic and brilliant flowers and ing national firms have estab-

were still there. The unhealthy
ny housing was still crowded along

lotte Redes
With the

South Asia Teeters While U. S. Frets Over Formosa

it Commission.

friendly people

ypm
development

con

By JOSEPH ALSOP

RANGOON, Burma,  Burmese government you are ven-
]‘Mlvnn tizen of the free world erable at 40) who expl b
with & spark of human political government’s brilliantly
sympathy, there is something won.  vet simple, practical and

ful measures to bring a better life
to the farmers in their rice fields.
JOINT PLAN

And in it the sardonic delight of

derfully moving and ple
A visit 1o
hopeful country

this

(The shooting in
Congress caused more anger and

lished plants here. It may be to
the benefit of Charlotte to investi-

reaction that has started in Indo-
china. It is spreading, at this mo-
ment, to South Viet Nam. If it is
not halted at the border, Cam-
bodia and Laos will come next.
Then Thailand will fall. And after
the fall of Thailand, the rest of
South Asia will be instantly in-

volved.
PREPARED PRESSURE

The enchantment Is not on the

surface of hife, to be sure n. the cabinet officer who announces Despite Chou En-lai's smooth
goon has not a trace of its oid that the great Bombay Burmah professions to the Burmese goy-
clean, stuffy prettincss, which this  Company, starters of the third Bur- ernment, the Communists have al-
reporier remembers from the Tmese war, first grand exploiters ready prepared their instruments
time when he was here with Gen. of this country and stuffiest of of pressure for future use here
Chennault, in the bad old imperial- 211 colonial enterprises, has at They have their “Autonomous
istic days before Pearl Harhor last decided that Free Burma Federations™ o stir up the Kachin
The cily is still war scarred, and m renewed investment on the and Thai peoples on the frontiers
street sweeping does not stir the government's special joint plan their “‘progressive” front organiz-
SBTL ism in Free Burma for foreign capital stions the Chinese are financing
in the former These things, plus the quality of in Rangoon; and of course their
the Burmese government itself remaining insurgents, These
with its three remar leaders, things do not matter much now.
U Nu, U Kyaw Nein and U Ba But let Thailand fall Let the
1 g Swe, justify the most hopeful fore- Communists stand on three quar-
colonel reciting statistics  cast. One of the wisest men in this fers of Burma's borders. Let all
al. the Communists and ant Indo-Burman phy- Smooth Professions the timid and the doubtful be
r insurgents are now on the e thing in a nutshell swayed by enormous new Commu-

It is the simple pleasure of begin to believe,” he world. It also implies something mist triumphs
it the air counter, at we have a great future very important fo Americans— And then the situation will arise
ng how R 1s built  here in Burma if the rest of the that there are other things to wor- of which Burm J has al-

ist let us alone™

his careful proviso,
the potential tragedy of
Burma, and indeed of the free

1y about in A
tire of Formo:

up her own effici al air-

world will
His *
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Renegotiating Confracts—se

asked (

But

Truman
mediately.

In the long run the greatest dan-
ger in Asia is the political chain

wive's tale.”

ready warned India's Jawaharlal
Nehru. According to authentic re-
ort, U Nu has frankly told Nehru
that the fall of Thailand will ren-
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People’s
Do Parents Live Up
To Responsibilities?

Charlotte

besides the fu-

Editors, The News:
HERE are so many sad things
happening today and think of
¢ many mothers and dads w
are hrokenhearted over the tro
ble they are having with their

in these homes
these children have parents who
i the Bible and pray in the
home, if they live a clean, Chris
tian life so sons and daughters
will fgllow in their footsteps; do
these homes have kindness and
love and are they homes worth
coming home to; is mother there
making a home or off playing
cards and drinking beer?
Mother and dad, are you living
up to that name or are you throw
ing it away? Some day your sons

and daughters will face you at
the judgment and vyou will an-
swer for how you raised a child

God trusted to you,
—MRS. MAYME BARGER

U. N. Offers ‘Best

Hope For Peace’
Charlotte

tors, The News:
I y brief view to the be

oughtful people
its false values,
x of evil. Each of us
ed with some aspect of
Humanity col-

r, with

She is writing a 40-page report on this, some
but strangely the report isn't finished. tr
She made her trip in September—f:

up

four aft

Anyway she had a nice visit

nonths
w her band who was going to
Paris on_aviation business. September,

entally, is vacation time and a won.
derful time of the year to be in Paris! tually

Roll

Brothers-In-Law On The Pay
years of oul
Byron Mock, reg

to the
o

notice
v in which he h: ters.
nation

As a grade 15 civil B3
Navy

ipposed to be protect-

A" couple of hours

'A Feeling Of Quiet Sureness’

e possibilities
0 Rico can be of interest

to Charlotte for reasons of mora
value than e mic considera-
tions. Puerto Rico is an example
of what a group of dedicated
leaders can do for their peo-
ple. The problems here are im-
mense. The resources

they are almost

basic ingenuity, ability and moral
fiber of the people. Failure and

of

occurred,
progress has
heen great and there is hope for
the future.
DEDICATION, URGENCY

Is there a similar atinosphere
in Charlotte? Is there a sense of

jon have
but the

misdires
course;

dedication, of urgency? Is thera
a struggle to accomplish things
that will be remembered by those
who come after us?

1 said before that T had felt a
sureness in Charlotte, a
se of being up to something
1 hope it was a sureness of being
up o great things, and not an
absorption in the daily routine
which had resulted from the an-
swers which our predecessors had
given to their challenges. Each
age has its own problems. Ig-
roring them is worse tham not
solving them

der Burma’s position “‘untenable,
even if there is no armed aggres-
sion {o [eal

To make 1

s potential tragedy
still m tra; there is the fur-
ther fact that neither the Asian
nor the Western leaders are real-
ly doing much to avert it. Both
India's and Burma's future are
immediately at stake. Yet the In-
cians and Burmese are reluctant
to commit themselves, by throw-
ing their whole politi

ht into the effort to halt

the reaction where it can
hest be halted, in Laos and Cam-
badia,

Meanwhile, the American lead-
ers are ulterly preoccupied with
Formosa, which evokes the re-
verse of enthusiasm here. And by
the same token, the American
leaders appear to be utterly for-
getful of the vast and pressing
danger of a complete upset of tha
world balance of power by the
loss of South Asia

All of which calls to mind what
mad old Mossadegh said when a
high  American official warned
him the Communists were trying
to take over Persia. “Too Bad,
too bad,” he cried, giggling the
while. “Too bad for us and too
bad for you!”

Platform

lectively—past, present and future
—is sacred. To destroy human life
violates moral law

With the advent of nuclear
weapons, war, as an instrument,
ffl national’ policy, became obso-
ete.

Conflict is inevitable but such
strife can be resolved by civilized,
non-violent

International disputes can and
must be handled by mediation
and arbitration. Any other meth-
od is tragic folly.

The United Nations is our best
hope for peace

—ORA WILBERT EADS

There's Good And

Bad In Every Race
Rockville, M4,
“ditors, The News
JOR quite time I've had
the opportunity of reading The
rlotte News, which I thorough-
ly enjoy But  on “Wh
Have Whites Pa
pital?"
what s

ans

makes wonder just

me
rt of people exist

arly see the hatred
alousy that writer has for
gro. I wonder if he has ex

an

race,

v his
and bad in every

There's good

ce

Thank goodness for the decision
of the Supreme Court.

1 will end my letter with this:
“Educalion covers a lot of groti
but it doesn't necessarily cultiy
it

—LEO H. WILLIAMS

How Uncle Sam Wastes Tax Dollars

time to avoid scgregated coun-
so Max had quite a job picking
er the Navy's bad boner.
Max called in Ethel Pa
‘0 der and Alice Dunigan
ro Press to ex-
the Midway ace
good _demonstration

been able to come abo:
and see how white
ailors shared the same quar-

q
e salc

ter Rabb's expla-
to Negro reporters, he had the
put out exactly the same explana-

e however, Secretary tion; later inspired a story in the New
of the Interior McKay told him to move York Times
way. Just to make sure he'd move, Real fact was, er, that when
they also threatened to demote him. American Negro and other non-white
Mock took the hint, resigned. sailors went gshare in uth Africa, they
ety . .. were ordered to visit only carefully seg-
el e ouk Abpointad o s placa Tefated areas and Negro personncl wera
e et ‘Sen. Wolker Ordered ta mingle only with Negroes
e len. " For four. . This was arranged in advance by Capt.
e Tson had been an office boy for B D- Hogle, captain of the Midwa
g o alled the “Junior Sen, Cooperation with the American
= v 90 dave in the Tn. It was in direct contradiction of previ
yigteaindd - Navy policy worked out under Trum

given the

he

ol

U. S. Navy In Africa

ax R chief picker of-broken- whites.
pieces e White House, has been
fter the airplane car-
i South Africa, the
m tion in the the
worl y policy for

that the U. v
or countries where seamen col no
be treated alike regardless of creed

o,
Note—Actually there were only ab:
60 Negroes on the carrier out of 600

Americans of Japanese descent. All were
segregated, which U. S. diplom f
was not the best thing to happen just ag

S. Navy would not visit po

The other 500 were Filipin

Asian conference to stop com-

mupism is about to get under way




