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Secret Sessions: An Inherent Right?

§ THE STORM over legislative se-

crecy faded away in the distance, it
‘was refreshing to see the State Associa-
‘tion of County Commissioners come
forward to support a bill requiring coun-
ty commissioners to transact the public's
‘business in public sessions. Such a statute
was inadvertently repealed in 1951. The
state association wanted it restored
! There was no mention at all this time
about the “inherent right” of a public
body to hold secret sessions.

Yet this “inherent right” claim became
the watchword of the General Assembly's
secrecy bloc in defending rule changes
permitting committees to hold executive
sessions. The men who made it chose to
ignore more than 150 vears of progress
in the battle for freedom of information

The right which is inheren! is the
tight of the people to know the facts
about their government, subject only to
those limitations imposed by the most
urgent public necessity

Admittedly, this “right to know" has
not always been recognized—and {hese
are the very instances that some legis-
Jators consider “our heritage of secrecy.”

It is perfectly true that the right of
access to legislative and administrative
proceedings was hardly recognized at
all a few centuries ago in either Eng
Jand or the United States. It has, as &
matter of fact, had an essentially po-
litical-legislative journey through history
and still depends largely on custom and
public opinion for its strength. This is
not to say that the right does not exist.
1t merely means that its development and
sanction are different.

For centuries, no one not a member
had a right to attend a session of Par.
liament and publication of the proceed-
ings was punishable as contempt of the
legislature. "Protection against interfer-
ence with Parliamentary proceedings by
the Crown’" was given as the reason for
secrecy. Later it was an insistence on
withholding information on debates and
votes—to conceal members' statements
and votes from their constituents.

Nevertheless, violations of the rule
were soon common-—as the battle for
press freedom increased In intensity
Enforcement was soon broken down
completely  But late as 1874,
“strangers™ or reporters could be and
sometimes were excluded upon the re
quest of a single members .

Colonial America was afflicted with
similar infringements of the freedom
of the press Struggles against such

irestraints, however. were among the
{objects of the Revolution
¢« About a century and a half ago. by a

straight party vote, the press got access
to the U. 8. Senate and House.

It is true that, even today, congres-
sional committees may hold executive
sessions and may thus deprive the peo-
ple of their inherent right to know
about their government, In 1953 alone,
there were 1,357 secret sessions. But
the campaign for the elimination of this
high-handed rule is gaining support. In
a recent poll, 25 senators declared that
they were for open meetings except
when considering matters of national
security, a reasonable limitation. Thir-
teen others said they favored open com-
mittee meetings with certain reservations
such as the protection of witnesses’ rep-
utations. Seven senators indicated that
they were open-minded on the subject
and were willing to discuss the matter
reasonably with the press. Only 11 went
on record as favoring secret sessions

Meanwhile, anti-secrecy statutes with
forceful impact on the practice of closed
meetings and proceedings of public
officials have been passed in a number
of states—including California, Idaho,
Indiana, Louisiana, Ohio, South Dakota
and ington

‘With increasing force and clarity, all
levels of government are beginning to
write Into the record the people’'s right
to know.

And yet a Tar Heel proponent of
secrel government, in search of prece.
dents, came up with the fact that the
Constitution of the United States was
written in a session so bound by secrecy
that no minutes were kept and members
were enjoined by their own honor not
even 1o reveal the way they themselves
voted

The gentleman told only part of the
story. A bitter roar of criticism swept
the 13 original colonies when it was
learned that the constitutional conven-
tion met in secrecy. On Aug 30, 1787,
Thomas Jefferson wrote John Adams

T am sorry they began their delibera-
tions by so abominable a precedent as
that of tying up the tongues of their
young members. Nothing ean justify this
example but the innocence of their inten-
tlons and ignorance of the value of pub-
lic discussion.

A number of states—including North
Carolina—Indignantly refused to ratify
the first draft of the Constitution be-
cause, behind locked doors, its framers
had chopped out all the great principles
of freedom for which the colonists had
fought, Amid this storm of controversy,
the Bill of Rights was drawn.

Public opinion has been overruling
the politiclan in America ever since.
In the end, it always will.

"Things That Go Bump In The Night

i""0 THE accompaniment of cries of *So-
! X cialism!” city councilmen hastily
‘buried urban development this week
1 They voted unanimously to take no
;;mnn “if we hear nothing more about
it

The council has apparently given itself
up again to vague fears of goblins and
ghosts and what James Thurber calls
| “things that go bump in the night "

“Socialism” is a dirty word today. But
it seems strange that public officials
should allow themselves to be buffaloed
by dirty words alone.

The moment Americans hesitate o
pursue certain policies solely for the
reason that Socialists or Communists or
even Fascists for their own purposes
may be advocating similar policies
public housing, the income tax or shim
clearance. for instance—~then they have
lost control over their own destiny

The council, in its apparent eagerness
to drop matter, is again brushing
fvice and wishes of the City
ty Planning Commission. Some tim
ago this body asked the council to seek

th
he

legislation authorizing the right of emi-
nent domain in blighted areas. On Jan
27, the council decided that an informal
hearing would be held on the proposal
Feb. 9 (actually, no hearing is neces-
ry). When Feb. 9 rolled around, how-
ever, no councilmen could remember
calling a hearing at all. But opponents of
the plan were on hand in force and were
heard.

Workable urban redevelopment legis-
lation is badly needed. Thousands live
under miserable conditions that breed
dizease and crime, weaken the entire
social and economic fabric of the com-
munity. Should not these blighted areas
be redeveloped, and become a source of,
instead of drain on, revenue® The choice
is between progress and decay.

We do not know if the mere backing
of Charlotte’s City Council would in-
fluence legislators fo any great degree
But it would help. Certainly adequate
legislation in the field is not going to
come unless there is a demand for'it on
the local level.

This Loophole Should Be Plugged

THEN North Carolina's General As
sembly passed the Motor Vehicle
Safety and Financial Responsibility Act
of 1953, it left a gaping loophole As a
concession to opponents of the measure,
legislators inserted a provision for a
matic restoration of a suspended license
while an appeal is pending in the courts.
But this political afterthought has
seriously weakened the effeet of the liw
and, in fact, contradicts its purpose
Clearly, the loophole should be plugged
A bill introduced in this session by Rep.
Wayland Floyd of Robeson would do just
that—by providing for license suspen.
sion even while the court petition is
pending.

Opponents of the Floyd bill base their
arguments on the principle that a person
may not be deprived of his rights with-
out 4 finding of a court of law. Thus
they reason, the motorists should not
lose his license under the act until he
is adjudged responsible for an accident

That sounds fine. but the Financial
Responsibility Act was not designed to
penalize a driver for having an accident
It was designed to penalize the motorist
Who cannot demonstrate his financial
responsibility for the consequences of
:\:I‘GFVAZHE by showing coverage by lia-

Uity insurance or by depositing up te
$11,000 ml; the Cammunr:'mu n'f Ipnwr

Vehicles to satisfy judgments for dam-
ages

Furthermore, this “right to drive” is at
best a restricted right It is limited to
those persons who are fit to operate a
motor vehicle. One test of that fitness in
North Carolina is and should be the mo-
torist's financial responsibility for the
results of his actions while behind the
wheel

A girl threw eight consecutive ringers
in a Georgia horseshoe contest. Such
aim won't help her chances of matri-
mony.—Forr Mymes (Fra.) News-Press

The country is fortunate in having as
president a high-minded Christian gen-
tleman. However, many of his GOP fol-
lowers and supporters, judging from
their attitudes and actions seem to be
wedded to Confusionism. — Erserton
(GA.) Star

Here's one of the newest psychiatrist
jokes making the rounds: The patient
thought he was a dog The psychiatrist
worked on him a month before treatment
was eompleted. A friend met the patient
on the street and asked, “How do you
feel?” The patient replied, “Fine, feel
my nose."—MATTOON (ILL.) JOURNAL-
Gaterrs.

ﬂ

War Seems More Likely Since Malenkov's Downfall

By STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

HE RULING faction in the

Kremlin kas concluded that
even a partial settlement with the
West is out of the question; and
that war is probable if not inevita-
ble. Soviet palicy is heaceforth ta
be based on these grim assump-
tians,

This is the majority view of
those best qualified fo interpret
the meaning of the events sur
rounding the downfall of Georgi
M. Malenkov. There is all sorts
of evidence to support this inter-
pretation,

In the first place, there is the
nature of the difference between
Malenkov and N Khruschey
Their  well-advertised  disagree-
ment about the degree of emph-
asis on arms production has been
only 8 symptom of a more hasic
difference—whether war with the

West or “co-existence,” and a
long period of stalemate, is more
probable

There is no doubt where each
has stood on this question. There
was, for example, the extremely
belligerent speech which Khrush.

chev made in Prague, in June
last year. When this speech was
published in the Soviet press,

much of its belligerent tone was

carefully edited out—this al a
time, of course, when Malenkoy
was in the ascendant
MALENKOV HOPEFUL

Or there was the conversation

not too long ago betveen Malen
kov, Khrushchev, and the Mos-
cow diplomatic representative of
one of the neutral powers. Khrush
chev announced in his blunt way
that if the Paris agreement to re-
arm Germany were ratified, then
“there was nothing more to be
done.” The clear implication was
that there was no hope of avoid
ing war if West Germany were re

armed. But Malenkov hastily inter
posed that there was always
hope, that “there was always

something o be done,” to avoid

is not to suggest that
kov was in any sense a pa
idealist or a friend of the

fifference is one of
emphasis this difference
could be crucial. How crucial
suggested by the de
1o increase arms sp
ed some days before
s downfall was
when

est

wag ¢

tainly already in the driver's
se

This decision is compared by
the experts (b Joseph St i
cision to rearm at all c

Munich — it is a sign that the
Kremlin now, as then, expecls
war. Similarly, Molotov's tough
speech after Malenkov's

tion is compared
speech immediately af
of the war, In which Stalin clear.
ly foreshadowed the “hard” pali-
cy towards the Soviet Union's
war-time allies

For what consolation it may be
worth, this swilch to a “hard”
policy based on the expectation
of war comes &s no greal sur-
prise to the American govern
ment. As noted in this space
early last January: "“When Am
bassador Charles E. Bohlen re-

turned to Moscow recentl
ported back that the sense
sion had measurably increased
there in the few days since he
had left.”

Thereafter, Bohlen reported
that the “sense of tension” de-
rived from a power struggl
which was cenlered on a hasic
policy disagreement; and that
Khruschey, the proponent of a
tough policy, appeared to be win-
ning this struggle, The evidence
suggests that the power sfruggle
began to come to a head in the
late autumn, soon after Krush
chev returned from his trip to
Communist China
KHRUSHCHEYV CONVINCED

This trip, it is believed, con-
vinced Khrushchev that the Chi-
nese Communists were prepared
to take major risks of war. On
his return, he took the position

KHRUSHCHEV

that the Soviet Union had no al-
ternative but to support China
if it came to a showdown, an
that the Russian arms industry
must therefore be gredtly ex-
panded at all costs

Khrushchev had* been fighting
for more arms production and
tougher policy even before he left,
of course, but the beginnings
of the China crisis strengthened
his hand. So did the German re
armament pact. The army final-
ly sided with Khrushchey, it s
believed, and the e was ac
tally settled in his favor in late
December or early January,

The triumph of Khrushchev
does not mean that the Krem.
lin is getting ready to start a
world war tomorrow. On the con-
trary, there is solid evidence
that, even since Khrushchev be-
came the real power in the Krem-
lin, Moscow has tried to restrain
Peking from going too far in 'he
Formosa crisis. Bohlen and other
experts are still convinced that
the Kremlin does not want a war

Yet all-out rearmament, and a
“hard” policy based on the as-
sumption that war is probable,

usly in itself increases the
r of war. According to one
experienced  policy-maker, what
has heppened in Moscow has
multiplied the risk of world war
by a factor of about four. In the

obvio
b

circumstances it is strange — but
true — that there is apparent!y
no disposition whatsoever in the
administration to have a hard new
lock at the tstate of our own de
fense \

Carolinas Yield Petrified Lightning

By MARGARET ROMER

In Natural History Magazine

F YOU walk among the sand

dunes near the seashore or on
the desert in a region where
thunderstorms are frequent and
violent, you may find a piece of
“*petrified lightning."

Tt would probably be protrud-
ing an inch or 50 out of the sand
at the top of a hillock. You might
take it for a piece of root and
ignore it. But, belter investigate.

If, on inspection, you find the
ohject is not wood but a rock-
like formation, you may have
found a scientific treasure. When
you try to remove it, be gentle,
for it is very brittle. It is, in
fact, natural glass.

LIKE INVERTED TREE

Your discovery may go down
into the sand any distance from
a few inches to five or six feet,
or even deeper. It may be only
a fraction of an inch thick, or as
much as three or four inches. It
1s apt to taper to a point, and
it probably branches out under.
ground, like a tree upside down

Your prize will probablv he
grayish white in color, and trans-
lucent; but it may be vellowish,
greenish, reddish, or black

A scientist would eall the for.
mation & fulgurite. The name
comes from the Latin word for
lightning Lightning tends to strike
high places, so vou are more
likely to find a fulgurite at the
top of a dune than in the lower
ground between
SAND RESISTS

Sand is largely a non-conduc-
tor, offering a great deal of re-
sistance When the lightning
strikes, the heat is so terrifie that
it melts the sand as the bolt

plunges downward. But this lasts
only a second, and it quickly
cools. Result: A hollow glass tube.
It is hollow because it actually
cvols and hardens before the sand
has time to settle back into the
hole created by the lightning

Often, if these natural glass
tubes are not found by someone,
the wind may bury them in the
sand and they will remain un-
touched for years. Then, by some
chance of wind or storm, they
will appear, sticking out of the
bank of a sand wash.

In the United States, the Caro
linas have probably yielded the
largest number, but many have
glso been reported in Nevada,
Utah and Michigan

Quote, Unquote

Out of the American Chemical
Society meeting in New York
comes the revelation that junior's
aversion to spinach can be ex-
plained chemically. All well and
good, but what we want to know
is how to get him to eat the
stuff —New Orleans States.

A bride of three weeks sued
for divorce because her husband
threw his dinner at her. Maybe
she didn't like getting hit by a
can — Mattoon (Ill) Journal-

ite.

Gaze

According to statistics the av
erage woman buys three and a
half hats every year. However,
many seem to buy their share in
the form of seven half hats. —
Kingsport (Tenn.) Times.

As Matusow Himself Says, Y ou Can't Believe Him

By MARQUIS CHILDS
WASHINGTON

HE CONFESSION by Harvey

Matusow that he repeatedly lied
under oath both before congres
sional commitlees and as a pro-
fessional government witness in
several important cases in fed
eral courts has created a most
embarrassing dilemma for the
government. No one as yel sees
the way out

The concern is not merely for
those particular instances in the
courts and before Senate and
House committees when his testi-
mony helped to document charges
of Communist affiliation or asso-
ciation. If one ex-Communist can
recant, then there may be ofh
ers in (he stable of witnesses who
allegedly left the party to tell all
Their word has been taken almost
as though it were law, which
is one reason for the shock that
Matusow's defection has caused,
APOLOGIZED TO CHILDS

This reporter had an encounter
with Matusow last summer. He
telephoned to say that he want-
ed Lo see me to apologize for lies
that he had told about me. In the
subsequent conversation he said
that he was writing a book in
which he was going to confess to
all the lying that he had done be-
fore_congressional commitlees, in
the federal courts, and when he
had campaigned in 1952 at the
instigation, s0 he of Sen.
Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin

Bul it also developed that he
needed money to have the leisure
in which to finish writing the
book. The implication was plain
that if 1 could provide several
thousand dollars he could com-
plete the book and thereby do the
world a great service

After perhaps an hour's con-
versation, 1 felt that as a news-
paper reporter 1 would not be-
lieve him under any circum-
stances on any subject. And yet,

the record shows, this was
the individual whom the Depart-
ment of Justice and the FBI used
as a witness and who spent days
testifying before the Senate In:
(ernal Security Subcommittee and
the House Un-American Activities
Committee.

The new chairman of the Un-
American  Activities Comm'ttee,
Rep. Francis E. Walter of Penn-
sylvania, has said that this means
Matusow has all along been a
“Communist plant” intended to
discredit congressional commit-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
senhower has expressed
views on
Russian purge to some of his close po

RESIDENT
the following general

tees But this raises far more
questions than it answers. In fact
it opens up a hornet's nest of
doubts and suspicions

OXNAM

Al the same time that he ap
proached me Matusow went fto
see Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of

the Methodist Church. He told
Bishop Oxnam very much the
same story, adding that his mo-
tive in confessing was a religious
experience. A little later
Oxnam in a spe

usow’s statemel

!
il

lied as a government witness.
Thereupon the House Un-Amer-
ican Activities Committee called
Matusow to ask him under oath
whether he had made such a state-
ment to Bishop Oxnam. Testify-
ing under oath the witness said
that he had never lied under oath
The commiltee under the former
chairman, Rep. Harold Velde of
Illinois, took this in all solemnity
s truth of the same order as
Matusow's lengthy testimony on
Capitol Hill on past occasions
Matusow also at this time saw

NS

N

former Attorney General J. How-
ard McGrath and told him the
story of his proposed confession
During the controversy resulting
from Bishop Oxnam's speech and
Matusow’s recantation of his pre-
vious recantation McGrath wrote
a letter which he authorized the
bishop to make public. In the let-
ter McGrath w

said that Matusow
had warned him against believing
anything he said since he himself
could not tell when he was lying.

The record shows that he testi-
fied on three separate occasions

“Sure, higher salaries will attract better men in government, but then, what's going to become
i i

before the Semate Internal Se-
curity subcommittee. His testi-
mony was used to help document
the charges against Professor
Owen Lattimore, the Far Eastern
expert. Al a committee hearing in
Salt Lake City on Communist
domination of the Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers Union he was
an important witness,

KNEW 10,000 REDS??

But his most significant testi-
money was given in the course of
hearings on Communisi
into_youth movement;
testifying as a former member vof
American Youth for Demacrac
a Communist affiliate. It was du
ing this hearing that he made the
astonishing statement, which went
unchallenged by the committee,
that he knew by sight probably
10,000 members of the Communist
Party in New York. The party
then had a gegistered member-
ship of something over 11,000,
Matusow also testified for three
days at four closed sessions of the
Senate committee in preparation
for his public testimony.

In at least one court case,
against an official of the Mine,
Mill and Smelter Workers Union,
the United States District Attor
ney is on record as having said
that a conviction could not have
been oblained without Matusow's
testimony. He recently made an
affidavit’ saying his testimony in
the case was false, and this is
being used as the basis for an
appeal

Democrats in the Senate who
felt the force of Matusow's attack
in the '52 campaign are watch-
ing to see what the administra.
tion does. Senators Henry Jack.
son of Washington and Mika
Mansfield of Montana got the full
Matusow treatment of slanderous
charges and innuendoes, Mans-
field has said that in the cour
of a fairly rugged political ca-
reer he had never hefore heen
the subject of such below-the-belt
tactics. Democratic senators will
insist that an investigation show
Who paid Matusow and who sent
the road to make attacks
of that kind in a hali-dozen states.

In the long nightmare of fear
and suspicicn that has developed
around “security” and the threat
of the Communist conspiracy this
Is a chapter as fantastic as any
yet brought to light. Whether
in this nightmare the truth can
ever be discovered is the tragia
question

Ike Hopeful About Kremlin Shake-Up

the

all the more so when vou consider that
Communist plans look ahead to centuries
of absorbing other nations

chev

chev's trusted but
was at this point that Malenkov stepped

weakest member
turned his secret police loose on Khrush- lar. if
They began by going after Khrush

of the triumvirate and

lesser henchmen. [t

of the regional party

ecretaries
rsonnel p

Simi-

less ~ drastic. rges

were carried out in the other provinees,
Meanwhile,

Malenkov appointed Ivan

litical observers.

On the whole, he does not feel that
the replacement of Malenkov is a har.
binger of war

On the contrary, he feels-that the op-
posite may be true and that the new
setup in Russia may be embarking on a
stronger policy of coexistence, without

war.
This belief is based on two things
1. ke believes Malenkov was relieved
because he was committing Russia to too
much support of the Chinese Commu
nists. a position untenable to the “peace”
propaganda of the Kremlin

2 Tke also believes that the Russian
leadere are too well satisfied with the
territorial conquest they have made in
the last 10 yesrs and probably figure
they have nothing to gain from being
tied too closely to the Formosan action
or anything else that might lead to a
general war

Tke feels that inasmuch as the Soviets
have enslaved 800 million people in the
last 10 vears through the cold war tech
nique, they are mot apt to embark on a
new policy leading to a gemeral war—

Kremlin Double-Cross

The power struggle inside the Krem
lin, as pieced together by the Central
Intelligence Agency, is a fantastic story
of doublecross. Once, for example,
Premier Georgi Malenkov, now ousted,
came to the rescue of Communist Party
Boss Nikita Khrushchev, who promptly
turned on his benefactor.

Here is the fabulous, untold story:

After the dreaded, mustachioed Stalin
died, the intrigue became so thick inside
the Kremlin that secret police chief Lav
renti Beria imported an American-made
lock for his home. As it later turned out
for a

the lock did him no good. But

while Beria used his feared secret police
to take a temporary lead in the power
struggle

Malenkov, a smooth, cunning politi
cian, held his own by making p
alliances with the Red Army's pop
n in the trium
bald Khrushchey, who
the Communist

fighting generals. Low
verate was ster,
kept a

shaky hold on
anization
Beria shrewdly chose to pick off the

in to save Khrushchev who, otherwise,
would have been elim d

The wily Malenkov, realizing that
Beria would emerge allpowerful if he
purged Khrushchev, made a secret pact
with the harassed Communist Party boss.
From what the CIA has learned from
agents and defectors Malenkov and
Khrushchev joined forces to overthrow
the hated Beria )

Backed up by Red Army troops and
tanks, Malenkov arrested Beria in the
dead of night, accused him of treason
and eventually sent him to his death
This is the very fate, apparently. that
Reria had planned for Khrushchey

Crafty Khrushchey

The tough, ruthless Khrushchev wasted
no time being grateful, by t to
overthrow the man who had saved his
neck. First, Khrushchev strengthened his
hold on the Communist Party by shak

ing up the personnel. In one province
alone—the ian Socialist Federated
Soviet Republic—he shifted two-thirds

Alexandrovich Serov to head up the shat.
tered secret police. At some point, how-
ever, Serov was bought off by Khrush-
chey. Serov's reward was to be elevated
to Cabinet rank, which was arranged by
Khrushehev  almost  simultaneous with
Malenkov's resignation

To offset Malenkov's influence with
the Red Army, Khrushchev made over-
tures to the political generals as opposed
to the fighting generals. As war min-
ister, Nikolai Buleanin had always sided
with Malenkov while he had the inside
track with the Army. When Bulganin
showed signs of shifting his allegiance to
Khrushchev, it was the tip-off that the
Communist Party boss had overcome
A nkov's influence with the Army.

Of course a recognized he
had been caught in & squeeze play long
before he submitted his humiliating
resignation, full of self-confessions. For
months, Khrushchey had been overruling
Malenkov's policies. Most obvious was
Khrushchev's public speech, giving heavy
industry priority over consumer goods,
thus completely reversing Malenkov's
consumer-goods policy of August, 1953,




