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Time For The Coroner’s Post-Mortem

HE OFFICE of the coroner is one of

B2 R hotable insshroafams. §h
the judic em of the United States
0 by judicial process
whether a pendix was the
cause of death is only slightly less Tudi
crous than to ask a jury to decid
whether a pain in the abdomen war-
rants the re 1 of the appendix.”
This st tment of
old polit tion was issued by
Glenn W. Ferguson in the latest JournaL
Or THE AMERICAN JUD ETY.
Mr. Ferguson, the NAL'S assistant
editor, built a stus ] the estab-
lishment of a me or system
Ur
i figures should be re-
? for everv Tar Heel legisla.
General Assembly made
it in the coroner prob-
a post-mortem examina-
eft the door wide open for
individual counties to escape ifs provi-
sions

Nothing short of total abolition of the
present system will do. Some counties are
extremely fortunate in having competent
medical men in the office. Mecklenburg
Is o Dr. W. M. Summerville, this
county’s coroner, is an M. D. and, in add
tion, a pathologist

But some other. Tar Heel counties are
less fortunate. They are served by cor-
oners with no special medical or legal
qualifications at all

HERE is no sensible reason, in this
modern day, why every North Caro-
lina county should not be served by a
trained medical examiner ( preferably in
pathology) to investizate all cases of
de»th involving mvsterions circumstances.
Furthermore, the office should be
apoointive rather than elective: the se-
lection to be made by an indenendent
commi The examiner shonld also
be naid an attractive salary and be au-
thorized to di a comp
staff wwith access to extensi
farilities
Such a comvlete reform—compulsory
for every county—would admittedly be
difficult to achieve. Next to the sheriff,
the coroner is the oldest judicial officer
in the Andlo-American legal system. Tt
is 50 old, in fact. that even the century
of its creation is in dispute. But the
Articles of Eyre in 1194 provided that

ssion.

lahoratory

It seems that a county coroner found a
body of a small child floating in a river

The coroner conducted an inquest, re-
ceived the required fee and the body
was returned to the river. The identical
procedure was repeated by other cor-

oners downstream.

In Massachusetts, the coromer system
was soon replaced by medical examiners
apuointed by the governor.

Such a simple solution would not be
possible in North Carolina for here the
er is a constitutional office

1951, the National Municipal

In
League completed an exhaustive study of

the antiquated coroner system and rec-
omme d a model statute all states
micht adopt. It called for medical exam-
iners who were trained pathologists with
exten igating vio-
lent ‘\-111‘\

A vear later, the National Conference
of Commissioners on Uniform Sta ws
became interested in reforming cor-
oner system. Its “model statute” would

create a Commission on Post-Mortem
Examinations of ex-officio state officers
such as the attorney general, the public
health chief and the deans of the med-
ical and law schools of the state univer-
sity. The commission would ,appoint a
chief medical examiner who would direct
the Office of Post-Mortem Examinations.
The chief would be required fo be a
physician with a minimum of ‘two years®
post-graduate training in pathology.
Among other thines, the examiner

Must be infallible in determining
the direction of a bullet through the body
He must know how to remove the organs
of the neck in order to demonstrate

the tissues to bhe examined or struc
vital for subscquent embalming, He
know whether a hemorrhage in the br

caused the fall or whether the fall cavsed
the hemorrhage. He must know how to
determine whether death was due to
drowning or whether the victim was 1
when thrown into the water. He r
know whether the multiple fractures re-
sl from a fall or m heing siruck
by a motor vehicle. 1f dr-n"n resulted from
a fall he must know how to sear for
= evidence to distinguish among .
and homicide. All these basie prob-
d many ofhers, especially those
surreptitious pois g, must

tood by the nathologist who is
an exvert in legsl medicine
TR

HE PROBLEM of mysterious death is

the justices should select four individua
to safeguard the pecuniary interest of
the kina. As the designated reoresenta-
tives of the crown (corona, hence cor-
oner), t itios inecluded evervthing
from protecting the roval fish to deter.
minine the kint's interast in “unexplained
death.”™

The coroner system came to America
with the Enalish settlers. The first loud
protests were raised in the 1870s when a
common practice in Massachusetts was
brought to the attention of the people.

ial. The Census
Bureau rppnn. that approximately 10
por cont of il death -4.-the- Uniied
States result from violent or unnatural
causes. In a large metropolitan area,
there is another 10 per cent surrounded
by obscure causes and unknown eircum-
stances which also require analysi

A uniform medical examiner system in
each of our 100 counties is one of North
Carolina's important needs. It deserves a
place near the top of the next General
Assembly’s agenda.

New Hooe For A Voice Of Freedom

[JAR FROM the least of the sins of the

Peron dictatorship in Argentine was
its murder of La Prensa, a world-famous
newsvaner which made a habit of print.
ing facts even after it was warned that
Peron was to be the sole judue of what
was_fact, So great and enduring was
La PreEnsA’s reputation that its suppres-
sion became a symbol of the ruthlessness
of the now-exiled dictator,

Peron did not use the sham of eXpro-
priation_in the name of the neonle. He
seized the paver in 1951 without com-
pensation to the familv that had owned
and operated it since 1869, and turned it
over to the politically-dominated General
Confederation of Labor_which made of
il"ﬂT mouthpiece for Peron's propaganda

<

When Peron was
Buenos Aires during the recent rev.
olution few ohservers were readv to
concede immediately that the fhreat of
dictatorship was ended. They first
wanted the answers to several questions
Would Peron's exile be comnlete enongh
to prevent him from scheming to return
to power? Would the mew regime call
free elections” And would La Prensa
be returned to its owners?

The new covernment pledged free elec-
tlons and Peron at last was removed to
Paracuay, but La Prensa remained in the
hands of the labor federation throush
agreement of the government that the
courts must decide its fate

Now there are reports that the labor

chased “out of

From The St. Louis Post-| -Dispatch

group itself is on the verge of dissolution
Individual workers are ousting the “lead.
ers” chosen and assignd to them hy
Péron. The stooges are so frizhtened by
this upsurge of democracy that they have
appealed to the new regime for protec-
h reports are substance for
that workers will throw off their
| domination and give up their ill-
gotten and captive newspaper voluntarily.

The workers cotld have no better ally
in their fight for freedom than the news-
paper itself. But it cannot speak for free-
dom and decency until it is free.

Whew!

R. THOMAS K. CURETON is trying

to be helnful but in the future he
should have a care with those tests of
his.

After trying to make everybody feel like
a lazy slug by saying Americans are
weight and underworked softies, the U
versity of Illinois specialist suggested this
test:

“Run in place for two minufes at 180
steps per minute and hold the bhreath
afterwards for 30 seconds,” and them
asked:

“Can you do it?"

The answer is no. And breathlessly we
dedicate ourselves to the proposition of
economist Beardsley Ruml who found all
his imnulses for physical exercise quickly
passed when he stretched out on a couch
to consider what he should do.

COOL NEW DREAM

"CONSTRL’CTION of a six-lane over-
pass to carry the proposed Mark
Twain  Expressway
Railroad tracks in St. Louis county near
Cool Valley. " we read in the news
item, and couldn't get any further. Cool
Valley. Duke Ellington wrote a piece
called Warm Vareey for Johnny Hodges'
alto sax, and it is full of Iotus flowers,
and soft breezes sighin = young love.
But Cool Valley. Don't know but what
we like it even better.

We can see it now. A little break be-
tween two gentle ridges, with houses
of frosty white, topped by moon-blue
roofs, Small, playful and friendly
breezes—a later Improvement on air-cop-
ditioning—frolic around in it. The grass
is alight green, the flowers pastel, and

over the Wabash

everyone looks as if he had kept cool
with and since Coolidge.

That old dream of the Kentucky
colonel sitting on the wide, white-col-
umed portico and, looking out over his
acres of lawn, sipping a mint julep—
that old dream will have to take a back
seat. It isn't in a class with the poetry
we have in mind now. Cool Valley. Cool,
man. Cool

An instructor prediets that the dance
will never die. Not as long as they let
certain b crawl into the ring.
—Greenviiee (8. C.) Preomont, *

The best after dinner speech we ever
he was, “Waiter, I'll take the check.”
—Cuanceston News & Counier

People’s Platform

1// #ERBLDC';

5T THIE A SHnGTON

Negroes Deserve A Hospital

Charlotte

]'dﬂm The News:
ve the City Coun-
cil, Caunty Commissioners and
' of Charlotte should pers
m [ lrwl Samaritan Hospital to
close

It would be an

njustice to our

colored peaple. We love
ored

col-
people in  Charlotte. They
i's people.
ave spent millions of dol-
lars for amusements and white
hospitals. There shauld be a drive
to raize money to keep Good
Samaritan open and, as soon as
possible, a bond issue to build
oes o modern hospital on
with plenty of park-

ing spare somewhere on States-
ville Rd.
Build it s0 it can be enlarged

3t @ minimum cost as the pop-
fon s. Build a home for
the same time.

the nursos at
I truly helieve this is a duty
that every adult in Mécklenburg

and Charbtte owes these people,
and T feel this should be done at

ve don't we are doing our
red citizens an injustice.
Don't stick up a makeshift ad-

r he enlorged for them

That's all wrong
Build them a modern hospital
staffed by colored doctors and
's what they want.
t's what we, the people,

should sce they get
I hope this starts the ball fo
rolling and at an early date we
open the most modern colored
bospital in the_entire South
~Wm. C, McINTIRE

Problem OFf Negro
Health Won't Wait

Charlotte
* Editors, The News

CHA[{LH'HL Negrees ought to
have decent hospital facilities,
either at Good Sar at Me-
myrial, at Mercy or somewhere
else. This is a basic need. It

cemot be overlooked
There have been so many con-
tradictory revorts going back and
forth about the quality of availa-
ble facilities that [ am frankly

confused. But it seems to me that
if the Social Planning Council
found a g erying need for
additional ties during a sur-
vey that took nearly a year to

make, then that need really ex-
ists,

It is up to the people of Char-
lotte to do something about meet-
ing the need. And I mean both
lh(- white and the colored citi-

ll a Negro gets sick wilh a dis-
ease fthat is catching, pale skin
alone will not save the white man
from getting it. Germs don't stop
at certain geographical bounda-
ries or “White Only” signe. The
state of health faeilities for the

(‘H\RIOTTFS G(Jl]l'! SAMARITAN HOSPITAL
ught In The Gusts

Negroes affects the health of the
whole community.

By protecting the Negro's
health, the while man protects
his own health at the same time.
And he is helping to protect the

health of the enlire communiiy
Let's a” nr us, the good peo-
ple of Charlotte (black and

white), ; w ‘sometbing done about

then we will just have to
1! out
But let's get something done.
This problem will not
1t will have to be taken care of
right now.

—EZRA A. JONES

lke Should Have
Retired Afrer Wur

aw, 8. C.

Editors, The !\'e\\v
[ A deeply concerned about

the report of ms health of

ur President. 1 say “‘our Presic
den\" although I am a lh’rmu
Dwight D, Eisenhqwer is also HIE
Demoerats’ President. We admire
him. al admired his
sincerity and honesty, as far as
he kpew. concerning government
alfairs, for we all must remem-
ber that he is a military man, not
a politician. Yet he has done his
best for the nation, and all of the
peaple should appreciate what
has been accomplished under his
leadership.

Ye! we realize that there are
Tots of things to be done or sould
be done for the nation wnd our
people. Yet all are subject to mis-
takes for we are in the flesh and
none is perfect.

[ feel and others feel the same
way that the strain of being Presi-
dent helped to shorten the span ef

life of the late Franklin D. Roose-
velt. No other position in life has
more strain on the brain of man
than the job of being a leader of
a business or a leader of a na-
tion such as ours.

Our President needed to retire
from public life after World War
I, as he had done his part. I
feel he would have been better
off as far as his health is con-
cerned.

Yet there are those who feel a
man should work on until he is
over 65 years of age. I feel that
is just a job for the mortician to
come and take the body from the
job to the cemetery.

Some of those who are opposed
to reducing the retirement age
from 65 to 60 have probably never
done a day's work in their lives.
Living at the expense of those
who labor, I suppose.

I say retire them for they can-
not keep the pace today on a job
that is required by the joh

Let’s all join in prayer for our
President for his speedy recovery
to normal health again and may
our Lord bless him and his and
our nation at this hour as He has
in the pasi A nat'on that forgets
God shall not stand.

— J. A, GRAHAM

Quote, Unquo!e

The chief problem of the head
of a totalitarian country lies in
keeping the stomachs of his sub-
jects full and their heads empty,
- .Iatklnn (Miss.) State Times.

May: "Is your boy friend real-
Iy as dumb as they say?"" June:
“Is he! When he got his letter
for (uotbul] I had to read it to
— Memphis Préss-Scimi-

Stevenson’s Hat Will Come
Flylng In The Ring Nov, 19

By MARQUIS CHILDS

CHICAGO
AT A regional meeting of Demo-
crats on Nov. 19, former Gov.
Adlai Stevenson of this state will
declare himself available for the
pomination of his party in 1956.
While Stevenson himself will not
confirm this even to the political
leaders who are coming in ever-
increasing numbers to his law of-
fices here, this is the confident
expectation of his closest advis-
e

As in the months leading up to
the Democratic convention of 1352
Stevenson Is again being accused
of playing coy. From lis perspec-
tive it is not coyness — an accu-
sation he resents but a conviction
that if the leaders who control the
machinery of the party want
him to be their candidate again,
knowing all about him and about
the kind of campaign he would
wage, then they will join as they
did in '52 to make him their
cholce.

ADLAI'S FUTURE

It it works out as his dedicated
admirers believe and hope |
will, then the future for Steven-
son will shape up more or less as

follows:
A & dimer speech the eves
ning of November 19 he will de-

clare himself willing to make the
run again. In that speech he will
say that he can make only his
own kind of campaign — a cam-
paign based on the issues and not
on personalities. 1f his party
wanis him (o be the candidate,
it must be on that basis,

The popular response to this
declaration, both within the party
and from independent voters, will
give the impetus to the growing
belief that he is the inevitable
choice. He has a far better chance
it is argued, to bridge the con-
fliets within the party and his is
the only name, as the opinion
polls show, which evokes a large
national
PARTY

Although the decision is not fi-
nally taken, it is most unlikely
that Stevenson's name will be en-
tered in the presidential prefer-
ence primaries which, starting
with New Hampshire in March,
have in the past stirred fierce in-
terparty rivalries, In Stevenson's
view the outcome of these pri-
maries will not determine the
nomination,

Speaking. throughout the eoun-
try in the months ahead, but
not too often, Stevenson Wwill
emerge by midsummer as the
choice of most of the southern
and northern Democrats who
want to unite lo win. As the nom-
inee of ‘a united and revivified
party, he will not have to cam
paign on his own and th
the help of eager amateurs as he
did three years ago. Instead, he
will have a strong and effective
{lrly organiation solidly behind

POLITICAL HAMLET

his is, of course, a rosy view.
It may mot turn out that way at
all. Many Demberats are already
saying that if he wants the nomi-
mation, then he must get out and
fight for it.

They ascribe his reluctance to
“get in there and fight”” to his in-
tellectualism, his eggheadism,
But it may actually be the smart.
est kind of politics. It has been
demonstrated in the past that
there is nothing more fatal than
contimously rupning for Presi-
dent. One example is Harold
Stassen who panted so long and

Chumps & Champs

ADLAI STEVENSON
Canny Or Coy?

so avidly for the prize that he
has just about eliminated him
self from consideration. On ths
other hand, a modest reluctance,
on_the basis of “There must be
someone better qualified than 1
am" has often had a salubrious
effect. The outstanding exampl
in this class is President Eisen-
hower.
ADDED INTEREST

Since the President's heart at
tack in Denver, there s been
a marked increase of interest in
Stevenson, which has been re-
flected in his calling list and his
correspondence, His  speaking
trip to Texas and his meeting
with Senate Majority s
Lyndon Johnson and
Sam Rayburn were planned g
before the President was strick-

-
-]

“People seem fo think,” Ste-
venson has told recent callers,
“that I should be more interested
now. I am concerned with prin-
ciples, beliefs, convictions. 1 be-
lieved the Democrats should take
over the national government
whether President Eisenhower ran
for re-election or not."

WORDS FOR DEEDS

As he has indicaled in recent
speeches, Stevenson accuses the
Republicans of substituting
words for deeds; of talking
about schools, highways amd
farm prices but doing nothing
about these and other problems
He has
elt, 100, hero worship of
President Eisenhower has tend.
ed to silence the kind of continu.
ing criticism essential to
‘healthy sel{-government

Thus what w ave been de.
nounced as “‘appeasement” une
der the Democrats was hail
a great triumph for the
dent when at the Geneva u\‘![l'l
ence last summer he sat down
with the Soviet rulers to try fo
negotiate a truce in the cold wa
TARGET: GOP

More and more will be heard
in his speeches about the n
takes of the Republican acdminis
tration and the way in which those
mistakes have been either ignored
or glossed over. One of his close
associates summed up his
strong convictions and his reluct-
ance to get in the party fa
al strife by way of the Presiden-
tial primares this way: “Adlal
wants to fight not Democrats but
Republicans.”

Such Were The Joys .

By ROBERT C. RUARK

PALAMOS, Spain

SEEMS strange to me to
consider Bob Feller as
aboulto-go-away athlete, a griz-
zled family:man with kids ripe
for colleze. 1t seems strange that
most of the has-beens, now,
hadn't come aboard yet when I
walked into the sports business.

About #he onlv person I recog-
nize on Jacob's Beach is Al Weill,
or maybe Charlie Goldman, be-
cause | knew ‘em when Ambers
—Lou Ambers—was a busy cham-
pion. I've been away from the
scene for so long I don’t even
know whether Evil-Eye Finkle is
still in the picture. 1 only just now
remember that Lou Diamond was
called “The lonest Brakeman™
because he never stole a boxcar.

Apart from rasslers, whom one
must not dignify as athletes, there
is ot one practicing muscleman
that I can remember as being
current to the scene when I was
in it. Some are coaches, sure,
and some are managers, but I
was moving out when Phil Riz-
zuto broke in.

1 remember my first interview
with Babe Ruth, and the way he
walked off with three homers and
a single in the last week he
played, [ remember Gehrig, who
really never told sn)bndv he
was dying util he was near-
about dead, and took a lot of
abuse in the process. 1 remem-
ber Hank Greenberg's bad feet,

and the skirmish I had with Buck
Newsom, and the fact that, on the
day we had it, I saw Ken Over-
lin, the new middleweight cham-
pion of the world, and informed
him that I couldn't punch any
better than he could

I am so old 1 remember Kit
Klein, who had the prettiest legs
I ever saw, and that was the lead
1 wrote: “Kit Klein has the pret-
tiest legs 1 ever saw. They are
long and slim and heney-colored

. " Sometime later I met an-
other skater, and her name was
Sonja Henie, and the night I met
her I got loaded and went to dine
in Georgetown with the current
m.n.g‘mg editor of the Washing:
ton Post and Times-Herald, and
Al Friendly is wrong when he
says it was a brown La Salle he
drove when we were copy bhoys
together. It was a GREEN Lin-
Nlm Ilk! I llld

rel er Tony Galento and

um :llly business of the yogi
stuff wi u Nova, before Ber-
ra ev-r ot "called Yogi, and I
remember the night Max Baer's
little brother hit Joe Louis with
a punch that started in Bethesda,
And the punch that Buddy threw
put Louis in my lap, which Life
Magazine duly recorded, and you
could have scraped my nl.
with spoons, because 1 hadn’t had
much practice catehing Joe Tl
in my lap

This lF||€ you I ain't mo kid,
folks.

Drew Pearson’sd War Clouds Gather In The Far East

Merry-Go-Roun

WASHINGTON
‘WS of the East has been off the

Chiefs are quietly
manpower out of the Far

pulling American

East and con-

Joint Chiefs are counting on Syngman
Rhee's army {o stop any minor Red at-

held stronghold will certainly
the United States. The likelihood of such

involve

pages since the President's
but the fact remains fhat

front
illness,

jous trouble around Formosa
It's also no secret that they
intend ta meet any serious trouble with
atomic weapons

Ready For Trouble

This was cleared wilh iscabower be-
fore h so0 the military do
further ques-
ns

became i1,
to clear any

This of course may ¢
repercussions with our allies,
In preparation for trouble, the Joint

centrating U, S. military strategy on air
and sea power, These air and sea upits
are prepared to hit back with nuclear
weapons.

’
Rhee’s Army

Currently, three Army and one Ma-
rine division are stationed in the Far
East. First to be withdrawn will be the
irst Cavalry Division in Japan, though
it hasn't been announ The Joint

3

Chiefs are also considering pulling the
Ammy’s Tth or 24th Division out of
Korea.

This would leave South Korea ‘with
practically no American support, but the

tack and on atomic weapons to turn back
a major attack,

Similarly, American sfomic-air power
is poised “around Formosa in ease ‘he
United States should become embroiled
in an outbraak between Communist and
Nationalist China, The public doesn't rea-
lize it, but 10000 American troops are
stationtd on Formosa. Of these, 1500
are attached to the U. §. military mis-
sion. The remainder are Air Force per-
sonnel.

High Stake

With such an American stake in For-

mosa, any Red allack on the Nationalist-

an attack, in the Pentagon view, is more
imminent thar the news out of
Moscow would indicate. Pentagon strat.
egists ate convinced that the Chinesa
Communists are simply biding their time,
that they will attack first Quemoy and

atsu, later Formosa. They expect the
Iatter attack before the end of 1056.

These strategists point significantly to
big Chinese Communist withdrawals from
Korea, and they believe these troops are
being moved to South China, right op-
posite Formosa, Despite sunnier rela-
tions in Europe, these military prognos-
ticators see war clouds gathering in the
Far East.




