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in his articles ays and editorials,
Dixie emerges as big as frue as life,
There are none of the virtuous rational-
izations, the convenient fiction, the col
lective hypnotic illustions created by
other writers on life below the Mason-
Dixon line.

This is not to say that Mr. Polk's
South is robbed of its traditional trap-
pings, its folklore or its links with a
rich and romantic past. These elements
are present, of course. But they are
viewed in proper perspective. They are

warp of complex problems and made
sense out of the design. He had a par-
arly keen understanding of North
Carolina’s racial difficulties and explained
them to many. Above all. he found mean-
ing in chaos. He attempted—often with
outstanding success—to make sense of
the whole realm of human action and
inhuman fate

This was the nature of William T.
Polk. the distin hed associate editor
of the Greenseoro DaiLy ews who
died Sunday in Washington

He was a scholarly editor, a writer of
enormous perception, a fine gentleman.

There are other excellent writers on
the southern scene to read but no editor
of Mr. Polk's stature is replaceable or
even comparable with another. We shall
miss him terribly.
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Between Arab And Israeli: A Fuse

RAB-ISRAELI relations are like a

hand grenade tossed into the win.
dow of the: Western world. The inter.
ested nations, including Britaln and the
US, can hear the fuse sputlering but
are afraid fo seize the grenade and toss
it out for fear it might go off in their
hands, So everybody stands around in
seeming paralysis and the fire depart:
ment isn't even in sight

Russia, of course, lit the fuse by en-
gineering the Czech-Egyptian arms deal
] give the Arab world the

which
means to achieve its desire, the abolition
of the State of Israel, unless the West

either pours arms into Israel to restrike
the military balance or guarantees the
frontiers of Israel. But laying the blame,
unfortunately, does not put out the fire,
and it is doubtful if Egypt and Israel
have the capacity to keep the peace withe
out outside restraint. They are natural
enemies and the circumstances that
divide them are natural circumstances of
war. They are competitors for dominance
in the Middle East. Israel is a young,

tough alien created in the ancient land
of the Arab. It grasps for life, and the
Arab yearns for its death

Egypt's Col. Nasser speaks of the Red
arms he is to have as weapons of de-
fense but the Cairo radio says

The day of Isracl's extermination draws
near, Thus we have decided and thus is
our faith . . . There will be no peace on
the borders hecause we demand revenge
and revenge means the death of

And Israel asks out Toud

Can Isracl wait like a rabbit for the
snake to get big enough to devour her?

The Russian strategy of arming and
reactivating the Egyptianlsraeli hatreds
has made it impossible for the West to sit
on the fence much longer. The US.
covets the friendship of both nations,
but it should be prepared to sacrifice
the friendship of Egypt or Israel for the
sake of Middle Eastern peace.

More and more it appears the fuse will
reach the bomb unless the West snaps
out of its paralysis and puts its foot
down

Hark! The Sweet, Gentle, Kind Cat

“H the cat-and-bird bit has been
modernized, too. All-powerful science
has been dragged into the old | The
American Feline Society, after looking
into the matter, specifically into the
tummies of 193 cats killed in highway
accidents, comes up with proof that cats
do not eat birds, either, and it's the
pussy that everyone puts upon so shame-
fully. AFS' dissection showed the dead
cats had eaten mice, rabbit, rat, table
scraps, turtle, fish, grasshoppers, chicken,
grass, herbs and hair but ( surprise, sur-
prise) nary a shred of “bird meat or even
feathers!”

In getting out this publicity AFS ob-
viously figures turtles, rabbits and grass-
hoppers are not so beloved as birds. But
aside from his little irony, it is our sup-
position that the birds were on the other
side of the road these dissected cats were
Cros! when speeding automobiles me-
diated in favor of things feathered. AFS
can say cats don't eat birds until dooms-
day and we will just keep on believing
they do and that it is all right because

From The Greenville (5. C.) Piedmont

it is the nature of cats and people to
relish bird meat of one sort or another.

What we mean to is, can't cats be
cats, eating birds a taking their
chances with the “small boys who have
developed unbelievable accuracy with
slingshots, the modern zp gun or the
conventional air rifle?” against whom
AFS inveighs. Next thing we will be
told is that the colloquy of amorous cats
at 2 am. really sounds like a Brahms
lullaby.,

But back to the birds. An Oxford Uni-
versity zoologist, Dr. H. N. Southern, has
found that by fitting the lens of a flash-
light with red gelatin you can watch
birds at night. The doctor himself “shun-
ned his bed more than eight years for
the nocturnal spectacle of tawny owls
devouring wood mice,” according to a
ScrentiFic  AmericAN  feature. Rather
apologetically, the doctor says “the analy-
sis and publication of the resulting in-
formation will take a long time."

We reckon we can wait, until he takes
a catnap anyway.

TIC IN THE PULPIT

FRVOSITY is just another way of
saying mervous, a pedantic way, per-
haps, but eye- ng it may be hoped.
Nervousness has played its part in hise
tory. The shot at Fort Sumter which set
off the Civil War was a nervous one.
Napaleon was a nervous type. and not

ties nervous or not?”). When, in the pul-
pit. he was belaboring sin, often his tic
would take over and make him wink at
his congregation. That wink made him
the most popular preacher in those parts
and his congregation mever circulated,
or wanted to eirculate, a petition for him
to move om.
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Appomattox Was
Never Like This
Hamlet
tors. The
7 ‘H S l‘l\HHIH' (a plea for the

preservation of the public
school system in North Carolina)

is only another testimonial of
yours pleading for integration of
schools. When you he south

ern white man talk in favor of
integration then you know that he
has money to send his children to
to schools not mixed. You don't
give one tinker's damn about poor
white children. You say let ‘em
mix.

I say there’s no price too high
to pay in order to keep segregat-
ed schools but with newspapers
like you and the Charlotte Ob-
server it's simple and everybody
should comply with the court's
ruling. T say it’s the most damn.
able ruling that has ever been
put on the white man. Appomat-
tox was as nothing compared
with this hellish demand. My
prayer is that it shall never be,

—~FRANK HOWELL
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Griffith performed  with the
Carolina Playmakers, a univer-
sity drama group ahd for

vears with Paul Green's )
Lost Colony" in Manteo. Both ha
and his wife turned to teaching
after college, he at the high
school in Goldsboro, she at tha
Methodist Church there. Bo
them got fed up with (eaching,
put together an act of odds and
ends, which included danc
singing, and guitar playi
the rest is, as they say
1 want to buy a house. buy
two cars, buy Barbara's family a
house on the creek, have enough
to eat, build a basement in my
own family's house,” he sa
a sort of peroration. “I
want a fortune, but I don't v
a man to do me. I don't
know what's going on, it's not
real. I don't mean that. 1 know
what's happened, but it's happened
s want to work a long
time. 1 want to get up in the
morning and ey, Barbara,
[m glad to see the day' Well, T
do! T like to do that. You don't
do that every morning."
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Fund For Republic Battles
Prejudice In Seeking Goals

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

HE object of the Fund is to

advance understanding of civil
liberties.”

With that innocent-sounding ob-
Jeetive, set forth in the latest an-
nual report, the Fund for the Re-
public has stirred an extraordi
nary volume of eriticism charged
with a high voltage of emotional
ism. The directors of the Fund
and the staff have been accused
of a left-wing bias, of being pro-
Communist, of supporting those
who would undermine the federal
curity system and with’ at
y least wasti ons
turned over by the Ford Founds
tion to the Fund
RIGHT OF DISSENT

So intense is the emotional at-
mosphere created by the attack
that it is difficult to get an objec-
tive picture of what the Fund is
undertaking and why its activities
should have set off an uproar.
But one thing is abundantly clear.
In a tigee of troubles, with the
whole world in upheaval, the Fund
has not hesitated to champion the
right of dissent, the right of the
individual, the rights of minorities.
And it has done this not just in
one instance where popular or ma-
Jority prejudices were involved
but again and again,

About one-third of current ex:
penditures are going toward ad-
vancing the understanding of civil
rights in the field of race rela-
tions. With the decision of the
Supreme Court desegregating the
public schools and with acute ten-
sion over housing in some cities,
this offends many who might net
be aroused over the loyalty-secur-
ity issue,

COMMUNISM

About one-fourth of the money
presently being spent is for an
analysis -of Communist influence
in the United States and for edu-
cation in citizenship.

It is these grants for studies
and awards in the field of loy-
alty and security which have
drawn the hottest fire. Critics

have i sinuated that the Mml
employs those who will co
up \Allh answers to fit the mr‘g-
udices of Fund directors or
staff members. To this in a re.
cent speech the Fund's presie
dent, Robert M. Hutchins, re-
pliec

‘This insinuation is so outra-
geous that it must arise out of
acute alarm on the part of those
who make it. What are they
afraid of? T ean only conclude
that they are afraid of the
truth.”

BAR STUDY

One of the most controversial
studies authorized by the Fund
was into congressional investi-
gations. The Fund was accused
of trying to interfere with the
prerogatives of Congress. The
study was carried out by a spe-
cial committee of the American
Bar Association and its recom-
mendations were adopted by the
bar association in its convention
of August, 1954,

The chorus of attack from
certain quarters has been inces-
sant.  One radio commentator
devoted most of 25 broadcasts
and parts of 13 others to casti-
geting the Fund. Finally, the
Fund paid for spot announc
ments following these broa
[ asking listeners to write
for copies of the Fund's annual
report
FAVORABLE RESPONSE

More than 4,000 requests for
the report came in. Of the near-
of comment more
ulated thus far
were favorable to the work of
the Fund.

Perhaps this is all part of ad-
vancing the understanding of
civil liberties in a time of wide-
spread fear and uncertainty. It
may be that even the brickbats
come under this classification,
although the directors of the
Fund fecl they are getting such
a disproportionate share as to
make it difficult to carry on a
task they believe is supremely
important in this time of trou-
bles.
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