Charlote

By

RALEIGH—Every other year
when Ja comes 1o Raleigh,
50 do the lawmakers

And the lobby of the Sir Wal-
ter Hotel becomes the cross
roads of a great state. Jan. 3rd
was one of those days and the
signposts were up again

They started arriving here
yesterday
ure a gaudy, loud intersection of
opinion. Info this structure came
the members of the 1955 General
Assembly, filing across a wide,
red carpet to the room clerk.

Across the felt, winding their
way past green and flowered
chairs and sofas occupied * by
people  wh look as though
they've heen immoble since 1953,
tramped the sandy feet of the
coastal plainers, the mud-cov-
ered boots of Piedmont Caro-
linians and the torn-down soles
of those from the high Appalach-

ians
This is North Carolina, for
here in the lobby of an old m
stitution, amidst smoke and ea
nest conversation, the fate 0(
Tarheelia is to be decided.

They waste little time, \hpse
men with laws and amendments
on their minds, as they button-

hole men from down east or a |

;v::l from Mitchell or a politician
from booming Mecklenburg anl
they tell him what he wants to
know. Or still better. they tell
him what he should know.

Or just talk
when they get

My folks would lynch me,”
says a man with a big red car-
nation in his button-hole, “if I
voted for redistricting. Hang the

hat's what they tell me’.

you feel, but v

chimes in another and a debate

is started h) the Eastern Air
Lines booth

“Well, we licked you this
time.” said a happy alumnus,
yeah, but lkvnl get too ex-
cited. It's bas
end we've still E\l
Hemric. In fact, his folks are big
beosters of mine, 1 understand™.
gy

11 this talk about

nothin' mnh about it, now don’t

cha, John”
.

And lhrre the dr!mduy little
man who just stands in the lob-
by, friendless, and watches.

“I git me some holp on the
house door this time," he says to
anybody who wants to listen. “1
work at the State Fair, too. Mat-
ter of fact, I got me a place to
live nearby, too. From Mecklen-
burg, eh? Well, hate to say it,
but I was in your town just
once. Yes sir, but I was mighty
impressed with them big stores
and all. Mighty impressed, I
was.”

. G

And there was the man who

bad already encountered a lob-

You know'', he was saying
“There's two sides to this tax
on cigarettes. . And ain't we got

of voting tobacco growers?

xt to him was a man with
a bill in his pocket
yop this secrecy bill repeal in
hopper right off. Voted against
it last time and I think I can get
support to wipe it out this time
be said vigorously.

And in the e hours of the
morning, the repartee between
a weary elevator cperator and &
bell boy

“It's really started Bet your
wl vour b
N Nu back. Ye;
one of them ruumw saying

1 could go on for six

making this enclos- |

s old friends do |

Going to |

By JULIAN SCHEER
Charlotte News Staff Writer
CHAPEL HILL—Lest you be

scared away by the word “edu-
cational,” it must be said at the
beginning that the term “educa-
tional television is somewhat
of a misnomer.

When television station
WUNC-TV goes on the air here
Saturday, the station will
serving a very palatable help-
ing of education — but it is a for-
mula of education via enter-
tainment

The mere mention of educa-
tion by television may frighten
off some prospective viewers,
but a quick look at the program
log of this new station should
win converts.

The state's first educational
TV station is a project developed
written, directed and produced
by professionals. 1t is not a stu-
dent_affair — although they'll

| —On Air Saturday—
- Easy Education Via Video

have a part in it — nor is it de-
signed for a student audience
or any preconceived group of
viewers.

Coming to the state this week
is a TV station for all the peo:
ple, from six to 60. It's under-
lying theme is education in easy-
to-take doses.

A typical program schedule
for a day in the life of this elec-
tronic infant — and a schedule
you may be able to see in Char-
lotte — calls for live basketball
telecasts (Saturday -Wal
Forest from Woollen Gym), hu-
mor, panel shows, homemaking
shows, music, news and com:
mentary. In fact, Channel 4,
from Chapel Hill-Greensboro-Ra-
leigh will offer a larger fare of

ve"" shows than any other TV
station in the area

The station telecasts over

HF., meaning no conversion is
needed on existing sets. An an-

tenna turned toward Chapel Hill
will give a picture within an 80-
100 mile range and has been
picked up fairly well in Char-
lotte.
Piedmont
s have alread:
good reception of
during the past 10 days.
Saturday afternoon the station
officially goes on the air, Typical
programs scheduled for viewing
m(-huie Bernard Boyd and the
Bible,” “Know Your Govern-
m(‘nl “This 1 Believe” with
Ed Murrow, “Today’s Home-
maker”, Dr. Baxter on Shakes-
peare, a pre - school program
called “The Little School House,
Miss Chapel Hill (Barbara
Stone) MCing “The Younger Set"
“Today on the Farm,” “I Love
a Charade” f(a clever panel
show), “Golf Clinic,” *Hall of
Humor" and many others
These grograms originate from

Caralina
reported
patterns

studios in Greenshoro and Ra-
leigh and from here. Faculiy
members of the Greater Univer-
sity of North Carolina and some
students will take part. But pro-
duction, direction and writing is
done by well trained TV profes
sionals
v e

The story of educational fele-
vision is a long, complicated one
Briefly, the idea was developed
by educators who early saw the
great potential for education in
this mass medium

After World War 1I the Fed-
eral Communications Commission
rut a “freeze” on new alloca-
tions of TV ehannels. During this
freeze period a group of educa-
tors from .nH over the country
worked on overall concept
of educatio ﬂ television

A meeting was held at Penn

See WUNCTV on page 6B

Retirement Integration
Legislation Is Planned
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'RAIN SEEN
FOR SECTION ‘
| TOMORROW |

Queen January put the pot on
the boiler today, cooking up a
mess of rain

But the precipitation won't be
served until tomorrow, says
the Weather Bureau. Skies
should be even more cloud.

| then and chances of light, scat-
tered rain are good.

| Little change in temperature
is in sight. The low today was
55 and a 68-degree top is fore-
cast today. A 5d-degree mini-
mum a 68-degree maximum is

| forecast for tomorrow

| City Council
Session Off

Special meeting of the City
|Council set for Thursday night was
called off today by Mayor Van
Every.

" High Spot Cotton

eﬂlon Two

Causing'Sq ueeze’

By J. A. DALY

Charlotte News Staff Writer

Unusually high premiums
prices for wanted grades of spot
cotton, compared with futures
pm are pulting the Carolina

extile mills in a *“'squeeze’.

This situation also is creating
business difficulties for the Char-
lotte area’s many dealers in spot
cotton

Reports obtained today from cot-
ton dealers and representative
textile manufacturer sources em-
phasized that growers and other
holders of “free” cotton are in
|sisting on fancy prices for the
|grades and staples needed in large ¢
|volume in the Carolina mill area.

More than seven million bales of

. 8. cotton are held in the gov-

ernment’s stocks as collateral for
lnans granted to farmers. At least
six million other bales are scat-
tered over the cotton belt in “free”|
stocks. Mills and cotion dealers,

(future contract last September was
up around

cents per pound lower. That equals
$5.75 per bale. And present hold
ers in many instances are asking
cotton prices at September levels

One veteran Charlotte dealer re
ported mills are having to pay

to 40 cents per po

grades of longer staples
deliveries to Charlotte area mills

Cotton consumption is centinuing
in the Carolina mill area around
the best level in 15 months. The
mills yet have much cotton to b

lv' lx]'\ estimated needs before

r crop is ginned, The mills

tr\m: with some encouraging suc-
cess, to raise their prices for cot-
ton {abrics and yarns
| That is where the “squeeze” is
created for the cotton mills.

Latest official figures indicated

the average mill profit margin (be-
ol

The cancellation for the special can buy colton held in the loan, tween cost of cotton and sale pr

meeting  was mayor
said, because several eouncilmen
had prior engagements and will not
be able to attend.

The special meeting was called
¥ Mayor Van Every
in accordance with _instructions
from the City Council

Various pending fopics were fo
have been discussed, these include
readjustments and salaries under
the new job classification plan, as-
sessment of benefits on W. 5th St
legislation for re-activation of ur:
ban redevelopment program. and
the time for the regular meetings
" of the council

BUT SIGNALS
GOT THROUGH

A young Negro boy came into
police headquarters to report a
theft, but because he is a deafl
mute members of the records
department had a tough time try-
ing to find out his rnmp\am(

Finally, through the si
the youngster was able to ex-
plain that his bieycle—which he

had gotten for Christmas—was |quarter now are taking losses up filing requests, t

stolen while parked in front of

the Lincoln Theater, 408 E. 2nd |those contracts. One big volume requests for

TOOK TIME, \n

but such buying runs into car
ing charges and growers' report-
ed “high price ideas" for their
equities,

Cotton dealers at this trade cen
ter reported Carolina mills are ac-
tively inquiring for large addition-
al supplies of cotton

A few of the big volume op
erators among the dealers report
ed they were practically withdrawn
from the market to await still
better prices. Most reports also
said the mills were resisting cur:
rent prices for spot cotton except
in cases wherc mills are urgent
ly in need of quick fill-in ship-
ments.

The present cotton marketing
m was described as Eargc
|y due to the relative scarcity
the longer staples in medium nm]
lower grades in the 1954 crop «f
about 13,200,000 bales. These spots
of scarcity for the grades and
staples in strongest demand also
are encouraging continuing hold
ers to fix high prices without rela

tion to the futures markets' quo- g\

tations.
TAKING LOSSES

Some reports said cotton deal
ers who sold cotton last fall to
mills for deliveries in the 1955 first

/10 $5 per bale in buying to cover

rfeﬂer rmm'«d out that the March

If So, The Rains Are Due

Will1955 Weather Be Like 1954?

By EMERY WISTER
Charlotte News Staff Writer
High over the Piedmont Caro-

louds are forming
a piddling pu

trey'll pour

v use it Did

fell from

almost nev-

ng stream the first

months of 1954, and yet the

year had one of the driest grow-
easons on record?

cather men toted up the facts

today. The January-through-April

total was 19.29 inches. That in-

cludes snow and sleet as well

five inches over normal.
1t left the ground so soggy build-
ing contractors wrung their
hands in despair, thinking their
projects would never rise from
the n
And yet four months later the
ground was hard as a brick and
the air so you could hear it
snap. So, don't cry, Mother, if
it doesn't rain very much in the
next month or two. We may get
more than our share later.
In 1954 C hv\n”rﬂ received 39.30

& Davidson—G -ady Neon—Adv.

The first four months was the
wettest perio and produced
19.29 inches of precipitation

January contributed 6.28 inch
es, February 247, March 684
and April 3.60 inches. The ground
was so wet and mushy farmers
had a time getting their crops
in

And once they did get them in
they had a tough time getting
‘em out. The sun came out in
full glory as clouds took their
moisture other places. Rainfall
from May through September,

| Remember
When...

By DICK YOUNG

Walker's drug store opened at

Tth and Tryon Sts Everybody

thought the man had lost his

mind because he was too far

away from the center of things
.

Seeger's barber shop and
Armstrong’s groc: store were
the only business establishments
in the now thriving Central Ave.
business district.

the time when crops need rain
most, totaled just 972 inches, less
than half of the first three
months. September brought just
02 inch of rain, lowest Septem
ber total in history.

By this time the summer was
over. The sun had dried up a
healthy proportion of the crops,
and plows of discouraged farm-
ers chewed up more. Then it
started to rain again.

October, normally the second |
driest month on record, came
through with a near normal 234 |
inches. November, usually the |
very driest, was close behind
with 2.44. December was posi-
tively generous with 4.31 inches,
cutting the yearly deficiency to
379 inches.

So, if by chance the clouds
blow away without any rain fall-
ing, don't fret about it. Maybe
this year's rainy season will be
in the summer months, when
moisture is so badly needed.

FIRE ALARMS

At 8:25 am. firemen ahswered
a call to Johnson and Spring Sts
but found it a false alarm, and
at 9:42 am, a short in wiring
caused slight damage to & 1953
Oldsmobile at Thomas Cadillac-
Oldsmobile Inc., 214 N. Church St

of the
Jwill

of textiles, per pound) is around
|2714 cents. A year ago that margin
was around 30 cents. And, a year
ago, delivered costs of the actual
cotton in most of the wanted
and staples was one-hall cent or
slightly more lower fhan at pres
The depressed
slightly oved
monthe but still s the subject of
ch complaint by cotton manu
facturers

Conservation
Deadline Set

Mecklenburg farmers who plan \

to participate in the 1955
cultural  conservation pro
must file their requests at
courthouse Jan. 1025
Foster,

ltural (

of Agric

been
Mecklenbur

n
that $105.000 has
available for the
rogram. This is an
§20,000 over last yea
After the Jan. 25 deadline for
» County Com
ACS will
financia
ny farmer who harvests
cither cofton or wheat in exces
1055 acreage allotment
t be eligible for th
I conservation program,

mittee of

cultu
Practices in the county pro.
ude seeding permancn

contour strip”
tree planting
building farm
stock and ir

The Jan. 1025 sig
is for spring practices
will be held later fo

.80 cents per pound Heel
in/but now is around 3465, or 1.5 'iciF

r top D"
for prompt

Local, Stafe

Consolidation
Is Advised

By DICK \lll NG
Charlotte News Staff Writer
Legislation for mwr ation of

the retirement systems of state
and local government empl,
will be introduced the cur

rent session of the Legislature

Announcement of plans for Tar
overnmental workers par
n in_social security was
e L. Greenlee,
personnel director of the Char
lotte government |
Mr. Greenlee attended a mu
ference in Raleigh yes of
representatives of all state de
state agencies, state
icational institutions and eity
ind county governments for dis
cussion of the broadened
security protection. Seventyfive

ent

UNANIMOUS AGRE

sal
t was reached on
the recomm ion for the ap.
{proach to the integration of the "
state and local retirement sys-
tems into the national program,
The approach inc
ommendation for
by emplayes of 3 per cent of the
rst §4.200 of calaries and 2 per
cent of the first $4.200 under
the s security regulations,
it contributions on

ove c.( w» he

tio
'H h is the
the state and
ten

\h:

sta T
tems several years
BENEFIT RETENTION

present state Tocal
dis benefits as  well as
enefits  of the
ystems will be

the proposed rec

See PENSIONS on page §B
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BUS HEARING SLATED

FOR RALEIG

H FEB.3

Hearing has been set for Feb

the State Utilities Commis:
Power Co.s Charlotte bus
City Coach Lines Inc

Notification of the schedul

City Hall tod ette
tor of mo
mission

Th

a certific
transfer of 1
Lines Inc

Approval
City Ce
commi

B

i

Lines Inc. of Detroit, parent
pany.

Charlotte were purc r sed last
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on page 8B
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