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Do The Pigs And Cows Come First?

lT IS an interesting but somewhat dis-

heartening fact that cattle, hogs, to-
baceo plants and ears of corn have a bets
ter chance to be “improved” in North
Carolina than thousands of school ¢hil-
dren have

Certainly North Carolina’s homefolks
aren't doing the job that must be done.
Evidence of this is found in freshly gath-
ered statistics released by the North Car-
olina Education Association. These fig-
ures present a convincing and alarming
picture of the state's continuing shame:
The illiteracy of large numbers of North
Carolina’s people.

Despite recent progress, here is where
the Tar Heel state stands on the national
yardstick of education

The educational level of North Caro-
lina adults—less than eight years of
schooling—gives this state the rank of
fourth lmm the bottom of the list. The
national ge is 9.3 years

Twenty-one per cent of Tar Heel adults
have had less than five years of school-
ing. That puts North Carolina sixth from
the hottom of the list. The national aver
age is 11 per cent.

During the first year of the Korean
War, 346 per cent of North Carolina’s
draft eligibles failed to pass the Armed
Forces Qualification Test. That placed the
sla!e seventh from the bottom of the

\\'hat is the trouble? Can't North Caro-
lina afford to hire the best minds to
handle its teaching chores? No. Tar Heel
teachers received last year an average
annual salary of only $3228—or 16th
from the bottom of the list. The national
average is $3,8168

Isn't the education of North Carolina's
children being carried out in the most
effective, efficient manner? Hardly. The
average class size is 28.7 pupils per teach-
er—third from the bottom. The national
average is 24.1

Furthermore, North Carolina's average
expenditure per pupil from state and lo-
cal sources is $161—seventh from the
bottom. The national average is $250.62

A Shaft Of Light In

NOT uncommon claim of Tar Heel

editors is that things are going to
pot. Frequently, it seems that Ivory
Tower dwellers would rather “view with
alarm” than “point with pride.”

The devil take tradition. We are going
to do some proud pointing.

The subject is North Carolina's com-
mendable system of re-examining the
holders of drivers’ licenses in order to
combat the toll of automobile accidents
resulting from physical infirmities.

For years, the motor vehicle operator's
permit, one of the best highway safety
devices, had been one of the most neg-
lected. In the possessi
ers and nlhm with failing
slowed reflexes and susceptibility
sudden seizure, this little card was in
effect a license to menace the lives of
thousands.

Some eight years ago. North Carolina

decided to do something about the
problem. It instituted a sy
“blanket renewal re-examinations.” Now,

C. Furnas, writing in NATIONAL SareTy
News, salutes the Tar Heel plan and
urges that all states put a similar sys-

tem into effect. Mr. Furnas, you may
remember, is the author of “—And
Sudden Death” a READER'S DiGisT ar-

ticle which caused quite a stir in the
motoring world some years ago.

The average value of North Carolina's
publte school property per pupil is $216
—eighth from the bottom. The national
average is $454

Of course, there is another aspect to
the problem. When statisticians measure
North Carolina’'s efforts to support its
schools by the percentage of per capita
income used for school expenditures, the
state ranks seventh from the top of the
List

Then are homefolks doing all they
can? That is the real question.

Look at what NCEA wants for educa-
tion this year

It argues that North Carolina must
work harder to get its children to school
and keep them there. But it is told that
the General Assembly will do nothing
about enforcing school attendance laws.

It says the state must improve the ef-
fectiveness of teaching at every level
But it is told { the General Assembly
has done ahout all it can do to pay salar-
ies that will attract to the teaching pro-
fession the best minds among Tar Heel
high school graduates.

NCEA says that “we must spend more
money for, and work harder at, the edu-
cation of our children” And yet it is
fold that North Carolinians will not fa-
vor paying higher taxes for improved
schools and that the state does not want
federal aid to education

But there is no way to avoid this fact
Education’s needs are great. The situa-
tion is getting worse. There is no sign
of a break. North Carolina’s schools must.
have more teachers, more classrooms,
more money to fill the gaps in an educa-
tional system that is simply not doing
the job it should be doing

“North Carolina has never heen too
poor to invest in her children” said
Chairman Charles W. McCrary of United
Forces for Education last September
when he appeared before the Advisory
Budget Commission. “In times past when
we have had to choose between the tax
dollar and the child, we have chosen the
child.”

The Gloom?

As you know, every four years Tar
Heel driverss must prove by test that
they still deserve the privilege of op-
erating a motor vehicle !n( year more
than 29,000 failed, largely through
ignorance of rules of the road and in-

ability to interpret standard highway
signs. More than 37,000 were given re-
newals only on ‘“conditions” such as

providing themselves with more suitable
glasses or staying below certain speeds
Many of these will be called back for a
recheck in a year or less

California has a system similar to
North Carolina's. Idaho started ye-exam-
ining drivers in 1952; the District of Co-
lumbia began last year. New Jersey once
initiated a system of calling in for re-
examination all drivers over 65 who
had a reportable accident but the pro-
gram was dropped because of what Mr
Furnas calls “ill-advised protest”

Nationwide re-examination, by the
way, would screen for the first time
some 25 million licensed drivers who
have never had any examination

We are proud that North Carolina is
a trail blazer in this field of highway
safety. We only hope that the philosophy
behind the system will be extended one
more step to the vehicle itself—and that
automobiles as well as drivers will soon
be getting periodie checks

It's Not The Food That Costs, Girls

UILT-IN maid service” is causing
some concern in agricultural circles,
according to Bill Whitley’s WasHiNGTON
Rerort. The new service is a merchan-
dising term which refers to the elabo-
rate preparation of foodstuffs before

their sale

There are, for example, those luseious-
lnoking selected pieces of chicken, all
cleaned, disjointed and packaged. There's
the popcorn built into its own skillet
And the refreshments in throwaway bot-
tles And the french fries, all sliced and

ready for the grease

As every housewife knows, these new
features ease the Kkitchen chores. The
s is profiting from “built-in maid

in that the mushrooming paper

From The Providence Evening Bulletin

industry provides much of the packaging
erial

But there’s one thing people ought
to bear in mind when they pay higher
prices for these packaged food products
The farmer, who often gets btamed, isn’t
at fault. He's getting less and less of
the consumer's food dollar—in 1953 he
got 45 cents out of it, and last year only
43 cents

Rather, as old John Turnipseed sagely
observed in a recent issue of PratriE

FaArRMER

It ain't the food that costs the money
in this country. Most of the dollar goes
to pay people who is hired to cook your

food ahead of time so you won't have to,
and wrap it up purty in bite size pack-
ages o you won't have to get out the
butcher knife to cut it up.

THE CANDY CURTAIN

RATHER nasty jolt can be had by
reading a recent issue of the Nzw
ExGLANDER, a New England Council
magazine, which brings light to bear on
the latest in Soviet plots to dash the
free world to its knees. According to the
3 5 Premier Georgi

ve to deprive
iy by buying
entire rr|\|km[.al cocoa bean crop.
To lower a candy curtain around

“A candy curtain is no imaginary
dream," the magazine stated, ominously,
as |f we thought it might be. Horrible
scenes spring into the mind at the words
Chocolate glutted commissars laughing
fiendishly at hungry-eyed American
candy lovers; grinding cold wars over

mocha-filled bonbons; a boyeott of all
Soviet satellites with a blockade on the
8159 mixed nut assortment; sudden
scarcities of Turkish Delight, as we face
endless Mothers' and Valentine days to
be celebrated withoyt the two-pound
yum-yum hearts, and tears, endless
tears, over the fate of the dental indus-
try. .

By George, it's no joke to any man
who values his nougats and marshmal-
low rolls and nonpareils. He knows how
serious the candy war could be, and if
it comes, will pull in his belt (if pos-
sible) to fight it out, if we know our
American candy lover. Thank you
Please pass the pistachio centers before
this situation gets desperate.

Doctors,

Many Humanitarians In
The Medical Profession

Mt. Holly

The News
parts of the let
G. Stavrakas,

Mr. Stavrakas h

never heen ill ver

would know better
contact with specialists ove
last 11 years, and

e aved
attitude Mr. St
Not only th:

mation

countered the
speaks of

atlitude exisis on " the part of o
medical specialists

I know of one pediatrician, for
instance, who told a sick mother
Bring your child in when she
needs attention whether you can
pay for it or not. Dor

shout that,” To ®op it, the moth

had not asked a favor, or even
od that financial assistance

was needed

1 know another mother of sev

eral ¢

ildren who simply
an on the telephone wh

1ing goes wrong and gets
help (no charge for phone calls
~ever) In fact, I doubt that the
pediatrician gets more than $10

a vear from that family, in of-
fice calls. (I don’t recommend too
much of this—we don't want our
ped

of several busy int

rever make a charge for medical
advice given over the telephone
I know of cffice calls that have
heen made for advice, valuable
hme taken up, excellent advice

Prejudice, Bible And Greeks

given the patient, yet no bill came
in the mail, I know a patient who
took up a great deal of the time
of a busy specialist (the only one

of his kind in the city at the
tme, to my knowledge), in the
hospital, for days and days of

testing and received a bill that
was one-third of the amount ex-
pected. T know of sp s who
ive very expensive, experimental
medicines to patients who need
it badly,

If tha specialist

1.u1 vampire

5 tor these: Te

yatient would never know that
aoctor got it free. Fven spec
sts in other cities to whom ¢

ay write about unus

ems are equally kind an

n answering. They give their best
in advice and, no charge.

never understand it

send their television s
the repair shop and get a bill e
$30 or $40 {or repairs and pay it
without a murmur—the sz

goes for expensive car repairs
Yet when a doctor
complete

gives them a
phys a\ examination
or 10 years,

the system the doctors

of chargin; ev think

wha

stem that could
A that Of course o
mmodlities are ot sold on that
vac and never will be, but here's
the difference — people can do
without other things — television
sets, new cars and many other
things they would like to have hut
perhaps cannot buy. But it is not
fair to ask a person to sacrifice
liealth because he cannot see his
way clear to pay a big doctor
bill at the first of the next month,
whereas he might be able to pay

Emergency Alarm

a smaller amount in proportion
to_his earnings
Our medical workers are a very
humanitarian group of people and
I think the public shows a very
roor attitude when they speak so
disparagingly of them. We should
be more aware of the long years
of hard work and sacrifice they
have to go through before they
arrive at the place where they
can help us so effectively
—MRS. HENRY TEETER

Applauds Protest
Against Doctors

Gastonia
News
\l power to such men as
R. G Stavrakas who are willing

to stand up for the right as they
see it. The more often it is point-
ed out that doctors aren't perfect
even if the doctors do think so¥
the hetter

Except for such protests as he
made there is no hope to improve
the situation. The docs have seen
to that

—0SCAR GOODWIN

Bible The Antidote
For Racial Prejudice

Chesterfield County, S
The News

Fditors

Peoples Platform published in
The News Jan. 25, has read much
in the past few weeks concern-

g the progress of the Negro as

He bemoans the fact that certain
interests in the Queen City of
Charlotte plan to spend large
sums of money to improve or
furnish better hospitalization fa-
cilities for the Negro. The great-

er portion of his letter is but a
conglomeration of words and
phrases that tend only to excite
those who to some degree may
be bissed against the Negro.

It truly appears that although
that writer has read much along
certain lines he has failed to
read the spiritual truths as con-
tained in that great baok, known
as the rule and guide of our
faith.

He states that he would like
to know, “What has happened
1o the white men of today.” The
r to that question, insofar
as 2 good many individuals are
concerned, is that many have
g » much time to self.cen-
tered interests and very little to
the end of bringing into the
hearts of men the Kingdom of
God.

Christ taught that we should
love one another. We, therefore,
cannot love or hold to one group
and in the same breath curse or
despise_one of another race or
group. 1 am afraid that so many
may read, but yet fail to prac-
tice the teachings of Jesus, e
pecially when He said, “Inas-
much as you have done it unto
one of the least of these, my
brethren, you have done it unto
me.

Thit teacher also ad:
mi UlN[ vu that “it is better to
give than to receive.” That let-
ter-writer’s  attitude, as con-
tained or interpreted by reading
his letter, aforementioned, is
“tis better to receive than to

My advice is to read, prayer-
fully, the word as contained in
the Gospels, practice those
truths, and as faith increases the
answers to those seemingly un-
surmountable problems of today
will be answered

—BOB MARTIN

Greeks Appreciate
Mecklenburg’s Hefp

Editors, The News
JR STAVROS
I\ turned to Char
ing his mother
Greece for a visit with

to her native
friends

Kites And Candles

People’s
Platform

and relatives. In speaking of the
conditions there in Greece he says
that the people are living in the
most degrading conditions of pov.
erty, that many of the best peo-
¥le are existing on the very edge
of starvation

Mr. Nixon has been active in
obtaining help for the Greek peo.
ple and says that he talked to
many persons in Greece who have
veceived parcels from people in
Mecklenburg County and the
Charlotte area, and that they are
most sincere and profuse in their
thanks for the help that they have
been given by the people in thiy
locality.

Western _civilization has bene-
fited greatly from the contribu.
tion of the Greek people, mainly
in the realms of architecture and
literature. Modern architects still
use and follow the concepts of
beauty, harmony and proportion
that the Greeks developed and
practiced in the construction of
their ancient temples and public
buildings.

In the fields of literature, Soc-
retes, Aristotle, Plato, and others
too numerous to mention have
handed down to us teachings and
writings dealing with demo-
cratic government, philosaphy,
and ethics that are as practical
today as they were over 2,000
years azo

For these reasons, if for no oth
ers, the Greek people deserve all
the help that we can give to them
in their hour of need. 1f anyone
has anything at all, old clothing,
food, or whatever, to give to thesa
people, call ED 25455 and it will
be picked up and sent to them
immediately .

—MAHLON CHANDLER

News Church Coverage

Excellent, Accurate
Charlotta
Editors, The News:
WISH to thank The Charlotte
News for the excellent, ae-
curate coverage of the meetings

+of the North Carolina Council of

Churches and the department of
United Church Women.
=MRS. R. MARRET WHEELER
President, United Church
Women of Charlotte

TEENAGE GANGS IN 1791

(Editors’ Note: Juvenile de.
linguency is not new, This
early discussion of the prob.
Iem is excerpted from an ar-
ticle in  Dunlap’s American
Daily Advertiser, Philadelphia,
Au, 1791.)

T custom of permitting boys
to ramble about the streets
by night is productive of the
most serious and alarming con-
sequences to their morals. As.
sembled in corners and con-
cealed from every eye, they can
securely indulge themselves in
mischief of every kind.

The older ones train up the
younger in the same path which
they themselves pursue. . . .

What avails it to spend the
public money in erecting soli-
tarv cells to keep a few pris
nnrrs from being corrupted,
st we hourly expose hun.
.‘»m: of our children to corrup
tion from the same cause?

a man willfully set fire fo
his neighbor's house, he would
be severely and deservedly pun-
ished, But an unlucky boy
it seems, do it with impunity.

3

Paper kites are every night
sent up with candles to their
tail; and should one of them
drop on the roof of a house,
Heaven only knows what con.
flagration might be the conse-

But boys do not regard conse-
quences, And wh ould they,
if their grayheaded fathers take
Mo pains 1o admonish or correct
them? . .

To have seen the market
house last Wednesday night in
a blaze from one end to the
other would, no doubt, have af-
forded rare diversion to the
crowd of idle schoolboys, and
apprentices  broke loose, who
were assembled in Market St,
and whose laudable efforts were
very near producing this effect,
by lighting a tar barrel, or, as

some say, a whole barrel of tar,
so near fo the market house as
set fire to a post that
inches

actually to
stands out but a few
from under
the roof,
wehs hanging under the eavey
and cornice.

Why The Sttr Re Formosa? After All, For Two Years. ..

By JOSEPH ALSOP
RANGOON, Burma
which boasts

HERE IN Burma
the ablest and most realistic
government of post war Asia,
the price we are paying for the
fraudulence of our Asian policy
is_alarmingly evident

The news from home indicates

a great, sudden stir about the
Chinese Communist at {o the
lfshore s of Formosa. But
why is this?

In view of the .record of the

last two years, why on earth is
enyone ruffled by the Communist
seizure of Yikiangshan®

Thera was a first Nunich in
the form of the Korean truce
There was a second Munich in
form of the surrender in Indo-
china. There was a transparent
foke Jn the form of the toothless
fanil And in the treaty
um umz Kai-shek, specifical-
ore islands

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
senators
about the President's resolution for

"H\F has chiefly worried

the defense of Formosa is that,

Eisenhower's earnest intention

serve for himself the final military de-
clsion, nevertheless all military efforts
Jeading up to that decision will be in
the hands of a preventive war admiral

from American protection, there
was the equivalent of an en-
graved invitation to the Commu

nists to seize those |

In the face of this record of
retreat. and appeasement, people
at home are surprised

ural, the downrigl
sults rrm are surprised beca:
at has been masked h\'
uzwnr sh drumfire about
Chiang  Kai-shel k
recaptured initiatives,” "'massive
retaliation,” “'strengthened uJ‘
posts,” and the like
The bad joke is that the Bur-
mese and the Indians, who des-
perately desire to avoid an un-
necessary war, have been just as
much deceived by the loud talk
s our own people, The loud talk
in Washington has made these
Asians think American policy war-
like when it has really been the
precise reverse. In Burma we are
blamed, not for appeasement,

aloud
“unleashing

which can be justly charged
against us,but for aggressiveness,
of which we are conspicuously
guiltless.
If appeasement was needful, we
a

se 5

e going to follow your i
about the right conduct of af
in Asia, so let's get together to
cope with the resulting situation.”
AMBASSADORS ABSENT

We have not only failed to do
anything like that. We have even
virtually ceased communication
with Rangoon and New Delhi
The mounting concern caused by
the loud talk in Washington was
one cause of this development. But
there have been other causes.
There has been no American am-
hassador in Delhi for many
months. There has been none

here in Rangoon since last July
The junior diplomats who are
holding the fort here are good,
lard working men, who show all
the worst effects of treatment
given to the Foreign Service in
the last two years. The American
icpresentation in goon today
has the approximate dynamic ef
fectiveness of an old wet wash-

And this is true despite a dan-
nd an opportunity that should
irtensely preoccupy the Ameri-
can policy makers.

The danger cen be simply de-
fined. With no one to speak up
for our side, Burma has slipped
since last year. The big power,
China, has begun to convince the
little power, Burma, that her sweet
words can really be relied on.
Men like Premier U Nu, and his
two remarkable chief collahora-
tors, U Ba Swe and U Kyaw Nein,
2re not really deceived; but they

are beginning to be immobilized.

The opportunity can be equally
simply defined, It is the oppor-
tunity to mobilize Burma. The ap-
peasements of the last two vears
have produced a new situation in
Asia. American power is no long-
er sufficient to hold the balance
true. The political and moral
authority of the free Asian na-
tions, and in particular Burma
and India, are desperately need:
ed to prevent a general collapse.

The last two years' policy of res
ireat may well have been desira-
Lle. Yet the wise commander,
‘when he retreats, is careful to or-
ganize a new defense line for the
mew position he has occupied. Our
policy makers have instead been
Loo busy protesting that they real-
Iy were not retreating; so na
shadow of & new defense line has
heen organized, and the task of
organizing one is. getting harder
by the month.

Radford Flouts Civilian Authority

nese bring up troops

despite the Nationalists

to re-

the Senate

tary can start bombing when
on their
soil opposite any island now held by

= ey
‘No Time For Legalism

This was brought out clearly during
interrogation of Secretary
of State John Foster Dulles when he

the Chi-
own

many senators,

others couldn't help re-
calling the career of Adm. Radford,
the man who has badgered the White
House harder than any other individ-
ual to get action around Formosa. They
recall that he was in the forefront of
some of the most flagrant attempts to
undermine civilian authority that have

Stuart Symington and Secretary of De
fense L
lﬂﬂ because of personal or monetary

s Johnsom had ordered the

They All Kept Mum

This campaign of military sniping got
under way at a meeting of 60 top maval

who has repeatedly flouted civilisn au-
thority in the past

Inasmuch as Adm. Arthur Radford
has thumbed his nose at civilian author-
ity during much of his career, the sen-
ators wonder whether he will not do
it again

Senate
when testimony

misgivings came to a head

before she Senate
Armed Services and Forelgn Relations
Committees cevealed that what the

e lution calls for is the
S, military to bomb the
Chinese mainland if the Red Chinese
concentrate troops alongside Quemoy
or opposite any island near the China
const,

In other words, the U. S. military
will not wait to go into action until
after the Communists start off on the
high eeas for an invasion of Formoca
300 miles away. Instead the U. S. mili-

was asked:

“Would these strikes
mainland constitute an act was

“They would,” replied nullu,
this is no time for legalism.’

The senators also pressed Dulles to
find out what kind of troop conces
tion would be necessary on the Chinese
mainland to cause the United States to
take the initiative in a bombing strike
Rut the secretary of state passed the
biick

lnim! the
A
“but

You'll have to ask the military,” he
effect.

to only ene conclusion,
1t would be up to Adm. Radford and
the military to decide the question of
future peace or war.

Undercuts Civilians

While the President's statement re-
tistled

serving authority to himself sal

occurred in Washington in years,

It was Radford who, in the fall of
1949, helped to organize the propaganda
campaign against the Air Force, there-
by spurning the authority of civilian
Secretary of the Navy Francis Matthews.
This propagenda campaign, which end-
ed ‘in a congressional investigation, set
up a secret publicity bureau called "Op.
eration 23" consisting of 12 officers and
17 enlisted men, eommanded by a full
fledged naval eaplain. Capt.  Arleig
Burke, with Cmdr. Thomas Davis see-
ond in command

This underground unit took orders
chiefly from Adm. Radford. Its objective
was to smear the B38 and flood news-
papers with anti-Army, anti-Alr Forcg
propaganda, simultaneous with the cir-
culation of a secret memorandum which
claimed that Secretary of the Air Force

officers in Monterey, Calif, on Sept, 21,
Officially the mecting was a routine re.
view of naval problems, but Undersec.
relary of the Navy Dan Kimball, sensing
that something was wrong, took the bull
by the horns.

“If you think you're not getting a fair
deal,” Kimball stated, “then let's speak
up”

But no_one spoke u

Vice Adm. Gerald Bogan was present;
also Adm. Radford. But they looked
down their noses, Later, and without
telling the undersécretary of the navy,
Adm. Bogan wrote his famous letter
complaining about naval morale, to
which Adm. Radford added a postscript
that touched off a powder keg in Wash-

on,

5

In other words, Adm. Radford at that
time completely ignored civilian author-
Ity

|
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