People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld from
publication In the discretion of the editors. The News reserves the right to condense.
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of this legislature. That is the revision
upward, of the scale of workmen’s com-
pensation in North Carolina

ernor's spe

Compensation is now woefu inade
quate. A totally disabled worker, injured
through no fault of his own, receives a
maximum “weekly compensation equal to
60 per cent of his average weekly wages
but not more than $30." And the maxi-
mum total payment is $8,000. This means

that the disabled workman—who prob-
ably big hospital bills to pay as well
as several mouths to feed, teceives a
m of $1.560 a year, and in less
than six years this meager compensa-
it off completely
ne employers make up the differ-
ence between an employe’s compensation
check and his average weekly wage. But
many don’t. The result: Injured workmen
become ndent upon charity and
public welfare

Adequate compensation would better
protect workmen and their families and
employers as well, for it would lessen the
number of damage suits resulting from
on-the-job injuric

We hope the General Assembly speed-
ily turns its atfention to this matter. We
would be pleased to see Mecklenburg
lead the way.

Economy Can Be Carried Too Far

ALARIES of several elected county
W) officials are too low in Mecklenburg

Top level jobs—such as those of the
chairman of the Board of County Con
missioners, clerk of court and county

treasurer—require a high degree of abil-
ity and administrative skill. Yet the pay
allotted for the services for these impor.
tant public officials is generally below—
often far below—the level for compar-
able positions in private industry. In
Mecklenburg the sheriff is one of the
few office-holders getting about what his
job is worth under the present s

What can be done abou A
justments will have to he made by the
North Carolina General Assembly in Ra-
leigh.

Mecklenburg's own Board of County
Commissioners here at home simply does
not have the authority fo set the earni
of these key local officials. It is one of
the many penalties the county must pay
for not insisting on more home rule

Meanwhile, county payrolls continue
to be a source of political friction

This week, the Board of County Com-
missioners refused to endorse a proposed
bill that would give increases to five
elected officials

New salaries suggested

Chairman of the hoard, $10.000. up
$2.500; clerk of court $10,000, up $2.000
register of deeds $8.500, up $1.900; sher-
iff $8,500, up $2,000; treasurer $7,500, up
$2.000. The total annual pay increases
for these J nh\ beginning July 1, would
be $10.400

Commissioner Sam MeNinch opposed
the proposed bill, complaining that the
schedule had been drawn up by “individ-
ual department heads.”" He moved that

the matter be tabled and the motion
carried.

This same Board of County Commis-
sioners last week refused to endorse pro-
posed home rule legislation giving the
board salarv-setting power

Adfustments are needed in the pay
scale for elected officials and. clearly.
county commissioners are best qualified
to determine what salarles should be
paid. But until the board faces up to its
responsibility in this matter—until it in-
sists upon home rule and exercises its
authority when and if home rule is
granted—county salaries will probably
continue to reflect inequities

We are solidly in favor of economy in
government. But we believe it
economy to skimp on salaries so much
that top public jobs do not attract men
of ability.

On any level, government can function
effectively only so long as it is conducted
by able and intelligent people. Govern-
ment will never attract such men and
women until adequate compensation is
provided

On either the elective or appointive
job front, North Carolina cities and coun.
ties have a particularly shabby record
when it comes to salaries. According to
the U, S Bureau of the Census, public
employes of Tar Heel local governments
make an average of only $219 a month
That puts North Carolina 43rd on the
list of states with a figure only about
73 per cent of the $298 national aver
age.

This is hardly the way to make publie
service attractive to capable men and
women
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War Is Unlikely
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