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The Indelible Outline Of Tragedy

HE VERDICT of a coroner's jury in

the case of Eleanor Rush cannot
erase the central theme of tragedy that
developed behind the walls of Woman's
Prison on the night of Aug. 20

The jury held that the 18-year-old in-
mate “came to her death (of a broken
neck) due to her own violent efforts
against necessary restraints

1t meant, in effect, that there was no
culpable negligence on the part of prison
authorities. The teenager simply died
of her own desperate struggle to free
herself from a restraining belt and a
towel ga

'I'hrg\frm.v was not unexpected. The
question was whether prison guards had
broken the girl's meck in applying the
gag, or afterwards: or whether she had
done it herself. There was simply not
sufficient evidence to blame the guards.

But in clearing prison employes, jur-
ors placed their stamp of approval on
disciplinary methods that are nothing
short of barbarous.

The prisoner was a human being
not a mad dog. It is true that she was
mentally deficient, violent and “incorri-
gible” But it is also true that she met
her death because no one could think
of anything better to do but bind and
gag her, lock her in an isolation cell and
leave her to struggle helplessly.

These were what the coromer’s jury
called “necessary restraints”

To label these inhumane methods
“necessary” is to indict the state and its
whole system of handling deranged pris-
oners

To punish mentally unbalanced pris-
oners as if they are moral free agents
Is as irrational as it is unethical. 1t bor-
ders on the medieval brutality of iron
gauntlets, thumbscrews and the rack

There must be a befter way to care
for distraught and unruly prisoners
‘There must be a better way to care for
the criminally insane. Hasn't modern
penal science progressed to the point
where {reatment is individualized and
humane, where society can be protected
from the offender without destroying the
offender?

1t appears thal prison officials were
breaking.no rules and setting no prece-
dent by treating the Rush girl as they
did—a prisoner who had twice been an
inmate of a mental hosy It is custo-

mary at Woman's Prison to use violent
means to restrain an unruly inmate.
This fact should rest heavy on the con-
science of every Tar Heel citizen today.

The question now is whether such con-
ditions should continue

Obviously, they should not. It is time
for sweeping changes in the operation
of North Carolina’s prisons. Improv
ments can be delayed no longer.

The chief flaw in the prison system
has always been politics. It is a stepchild
of the State Highway and Public Works
Commission whose chief interest is
roads, not prisoners, And the operation
of the prisons is entrusted to administra-
tors whose jobs are political and tem-
porary.

It is time that the prison sysiem be
removed from roads and from politics

It is time that trained personnel with
knowledge of modern penology. psychol-
ogy and prison administration be placed
in key prison department posts.

It is time too for adequate facilities to
be provided for the care of all types of
prisoners—{rom honor grade first offens
ders to the criminally insane.

This is a task the General Assembly
must not overlook in 19

Late Phone Calls

HE other night the mayor and sev-
eral councilmen received phone
calls long after they'd gone to bed—or

should have—from angry citizens who
complained about the late and noisy
show at Memorial Stadium

That it was a mistake to let the stadium
for a late show everyone agrees. Protests
by residents nearby were certainly justi-
fied—but not protests which got the
mayor and councilmen out of bed.

It's an old American custom o {reat
public servants as public servants. That's
all right. But even servants are entitled
to their off hours and their rest. To
disturb them late at night out of ill
humor over the acts of their agents is
impolite and improper

If the mayor and councilmen {ook
down the telephone numbers of any of
their complainants, it would be only
poetic justice to return the calls at about
2 am. tonight, and report that the mat-
ter has been all cleared up

Charlotte’s Greek Orthodox Community

Nl(}.\l‘ Mecklenburgers, excepting the
thousands who have come to the
community during the past couple of
decades, proudly trace their gencology
back to the Revolutionary era. And many

can identify themselves with the local
churches of that circuit-riding era
There is also a small group of Meck

lenburgers whose ancestral and church
roots do not go back nearly so far. but
who can take like pride in both. They
are the members of the Greek Orthodox
community, who tomorrow consecrate
their new church building at 600 E. Blvd

It was little more than half a century
ago when the first Greek came to Char
lotte. He was a sailor who landed at
Charleston, migrated to this city, liked
what he saw, stayed and brought a friend

By 1912 there were still only or 30
Greeks here. But they won the friendship
and respect of the “old” citizens, men
like the late former mayor George Wi
son Sr. the late Clarence (. Kuester
of the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce

In its desire to create its own church the
Greek community was aided substantially
by existing local churches. St. Peter's
Episcopal Church loaned the use of its
Sunday School rooms for church services
The late Dr. Luther Little of First Bap-
fist Church was helpful. In 1929 the
Westminster Presbyterian Church sold
the Greek Orthodox group the church
that housed its first congregation. And
now comes the official opening of the
new cathedral, which will be diocese
headquarters for 11 southern states,

During recent years staid old Mecklen-
burg has been infused by a variety of
cultural, social, industrial and religious
organizations. Their amalgamation into
the life of this city has been quite suc-
cessful. Certainly this has been true of
the Greek community which, while cher-
ishing the traditions of its land of origin
has entered wholeheartedly into the life
of this area. Our compliments to these
good neighbors

‘Welcome, Fellow Immigrants’

N AMERICAN Museum of Immigra-
+® tion is being planned. It will be at
the base of the Statue of Liberty. The
museum will contain historical and cul
tural records of our ancestors’ trek to
this country. The museum is conceived
as a shrine that will build national unity

Its building reminds us of the greet
ing President F. D. Roosevelt gave to the
Daughters of the American Revolution,
the only time he spoke to them. He
looked at the sea of hats before him
sitting upon heads that were cooking

From The Christian Science Monitor

up ways
this country
immigrants.”
Some of the Daughters didn't like the
salutation. The President wasn't invited
back,
3ut with those two words
his listeners of the
Americans, except
n”m(r-w! them of
“Americanism.™
Perhaps, over the
museum, should be
come, Fellow

of restricting immigration to
smiled and said: “Fellow

he reminded

beginnings of all
the Indians. He re-
the naty

the

‘Wel-

doorway to
emblazoned -
Immigrants

IT SAYS HERE

( NCE upon a time in a Far Country
a Smart and dynamic young man fell
n love with a clever and Glamorous girl
She returned his Affection, and they
were married on the strength of a selling
ob which promised him “up to” £200 a
week. They went to live in a House which
was the last one left of a Bunch adver-
.dsed as priced “as low as” $6.000.

But although the young husband’s com
missions climbed up, they didn't ascend
“up to” the Glistening mark suggested
by the advertisement. And although the
cost of their Home might be deemed low
Yy some standards, it didn't turn out to
S¢ “as low as" the other one sold just
before they got there. So the once-hope-
ful bride and groom soon found them
selves “up” all right—up against it! An
Winter was coming on!

However, he was Smart and she was
Clever. So, naturally, they turned to the
advertisements again. There they learned
that if they lated their Domicile wit
a certain by of shredded mineral they
would save “up to” 25 per cent of their

Fuel bill
storm Windows they w
nother 25 if they installed
Pump in their heating system, “up to” a
fifth more: and if they threw out the
Furnace they had altogether and bought
another using a wholly different type of
fuel they would save, this time, “up to”
30 per cel

Furthermore, the you

if they put in a certai
d

kind of
up to”

a cer

tain

ng couple learned

that if they changed to “Fusion" from
the mere “Fission” gasoline they had
been using they could drive their car for
“up to” 15 per cent less. And if they sold

their old Crate and bought a new Guided
Missile they would save Actually 35 per

cent at the corner Pump.

So the Smart young husband and the
Clever wife did »se things. Thence
forth they heated their Home cosily for
nothing. around the country-

right for Half Price. And
ed Happily ever after
this was in a Very Far

the Decimal Poinl

Odyssey Of North Carolina's Delicious Scuppernong

e
(News SIaft Fhoto by Tom Frankhin's—Frankiin)

E PPERNONG GRAPES e grown in Charlotte too.

Here Miss Carol Reagin, who is ¢ known as “Sugarfoot”,
reaches for some grown hy Osmond Barringer,

Carolina.
who like to in:
@ dulge in historical tugs-of-war in-

By EDITH FALLS indigen to  North
In The State Howeler

NCE a year wherever there

scuppernongs, Bacchus rules sist that one elderly vine on
again. Here in the sandhills of Roanoke Island was the grand-
North Carolina we are prudent, daddy of them all; that is was
hard-working people: and to the brought there and planted by Sir
last bootlegger, militant, voting Walter Raleigh. As a grower of
teetotalers. But in September Rrapes I find this romantic no-
some atavistic quickening of the tion distasteful. While politically
blood drives us out in pursuit of 1am as international as small-
delight and b pox, 1 will defend the \um an-
uf the ripening scuppe sm o (he scupperr a
denly almost no one van pass a Staunchly as the Frenchma At il
vineyard without walking through defend his native varietics. The

it. And no one can walk through Scuppernong belongs as
it without eating grapes. By the much a part of the place and
day of harvest this urge has tme as the light au ds
becon n obsession: there o and tempered yellow sun

curs what amounis 1o a socl  The vines make their crop
gathering of neighbors among the somnetime between the first 2
vines, a sort of thinned-out ver» last weeks of September this
sion of an ancient rita. must be picked immediately be-
fore a storm shatters it to the

The scuppernong is an un;

suming grape with an appeal as ground, we watch it caref
compellivg as voodoo, 1t grows TS s nob strictly necessary,
singly or in_small clusters and (hough, because cach

varies in color from a modest IeCCIVE prient -

terra vert to a sunt |\\H\"‘A‘IHN L

Its skin is tough; its

uic
musky swe rl with an mh'\i

flesh

never seen them con ea
them, but upon a day 1 step out
of the front door and find them

It is probably a nalive grape,

Impulsive Mendes-France Is
A Hard Man To Figure Out

By DORIS FLEESON
PARIS

savior 0

thern about possible alters
1t is a hope only. The long
conversations 1o which paliticians
there in the

MENDES FRANCE,
so-andso?  With

o umm Amer are prone are not
prive background to be drawn upon for
T lhm they not ues.
w Although {hey didn't
ome like him less t rs publicly for diplomatic r
biit these seem to be chiefly U, S. diplomats got a daily
who have a kind ¢ of frustration when dealing with

the ench Pi er on EDC dur-

terest in his politica

have perhaps formed a close pe : ‘the past Tow critical weeks
sonal friendship for a The one thing he promised, he
French Premier or have performed. EDC was brought to

to the vote. For that they are grate-

But they were never able to
t how Mendes-France
y aboul it, and they

bis  reform

the vote that

American s, however defeated EDC came on a parlia-

clare that the ym ridden French mentary maneuver. While it was

major role i slickly ~done t was nothing

D se it feared about it re v different

German competition from practices common to the

USUALLY SECRETIVE U, S. Congre

The controversial French Pre Many ure had died a

mier contributes lar to the fortuous death on Capitol Hil,

general  uncerla s Washi aders did
place in h not_care 1o risk

a quality rare in pol a direct vote. Politic

take the attitude the
don’t have the votes
matter

reasons don't
Nes

not
is political riv
acceptance. It

sensible and sa
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Who Killed School Bill?

youngsters
here

a
The | isenhower .

But when

while

there. They appearina 1940 Chev-
rolet. One is small, slender and
intense, The other is Jarge and
plump with hands that flutter and
eyes that slide past

They say that they would like
grapes for jelly — a polite decep-
tion which means that they be-
lieve me to be a temperance lady.
For jelly, in their case, is pro-
nounced jayelly and spelled
w-i-n-e. I explain that the grapes
are not ripe and urge them to
«come back in 10 days or so. Then,
and this happens every year, I
am distracted by the thought that
1 have seen them somewhere else
1 close my eyes and try to put
them in another milieu. When I
look again they have gone, swift-
ly and silently.

For the next two weeks car fol-
lows car around the curve of our
driveway and 1 begin to long for
the peace and seclusion of life in
a big city. No one ever gets out
of those cars — that would be
rude and insistent. The driver sits
courteously and blows his horn un-

til one of us comes out to vis
Some say jelly and me <|
These are usually driven by
a grandparentish old gentleman
who shares the luxury of the front
seat with one small boy while the
back of the car teems like a Clif-
ton Webb movie. There are one or
two thin, harassed women and an,
number from three to ten children
with eager eyes and with faces
designed by providence to be
smeared with jelly.
THE TWO TYPES

Then there are those who frank-
Iy state their intention of making
wine. These fall into two classifi-
cations: brisk young couples who
know what makes a party hum
and toothless old gaffers who
boast about hiding the barl in the
barn. We repeat so often that the
grapes are not ripe that we lose
sight of the fact that sooner or
later they will be. Then suddenly
our boy Nathanial startles us b;
announ e grapes, they got
to_be picked right now

‘This means setting out in truck
at six the next morning and scour-

2 the countryside for from 20 te
workers, Is it the height of
the tobacco se g

The {rucks

crops.
come back crowded with pickers

of all ages from 80 plus to ona
month minus, Such is the charm
of the grapes and, in the case of
the Negroes at least, such is tha
conviction that we are all brothers
and sisters and must help each

piled in aromatic stacks in tha
harns aside several for
friends and neighbors and while T
am doing it I remember the two
* men who were the first to

r grapes and add a box
for m. As the days pass and
this is unclaimed, T begin to sus-
pect that the place where I saw
them first was in a Greek frieze;
that their existence is a chapter
in mythelogy. With fingers
1 pass the bushel on to a

crossed,
preaches

People’s Platform

After C. A. McKnight
Read ‘Man Waorking'

Rm}. Hill, . C.
ditors, The N

l‘\m,l{ your nuﬂlvmxl on the
editorial page, 1 note that
following C. A. McKnight's name
are the words “‘on leav
that to read "“man working
1 received a copy of the new
Southern School News, published
by the Southern Education Re-
porting Service of which Pete Me-
Knight is executive director.
For the first time in American
journalistic history we are fortu-
nate to have a factual reporting
service on the status of schoo
segregation in the South. As ac
curately described by McKnight
the Southern Education Re-
porting Service will not he an ad

vocate for or against anything
opinions of its
t is good and ba ‘e\ or

wise sise, and t
adhere scrupulously {o the accu
rate and objective reporting of

facts as it finds them™
Mr. Clarence H. Faust, and hig
associates of the Fund for the

‘Well, Here We Are Back In School, S

the principle
its adoption

Party defeated  fro
figure lion on a s

ir ranks four

go back to
the

p
mpioned the

to a
superior
We

it. He wes his
hl‘hm'\ﬂ U and
B

health

of th
at this time
she proposed a v nd a
conference two vears hence ’

needs for school c

they knew exactly what the 1
f

backed out. It v

Advancement of Education are to
be cong rntuhlnl on making avail
e the neces: funds for
publishing of the Southern School
ews. School efficials, suf
tendents, government of als ¢
the press of the South together
with all interested citizens will be

e to develop pract
structive solutions te
particular school problems

through the useful lessons learned
from the experiences of one an-
other. The Southern School News
will, under the able guidance of
McKnight, provide this information.

—A. R. SURITZ

Speed Pooh-Poohed
As Accident Cause

" Incidence of
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¢ liean i e Hill protested. “They even began 1
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timidation, copying Communist
methods in every detail, has not
hown the reduction on a com-
parable basis with other states,
South Carolina with all its sea-
resort travel, showed only
a accids whereas
@ H Lr’ Scheidt had 10 to
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