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Language Achieves Magnificence In Times Of Stress

By GERALD W. JOHNSON

(Editor's Nole: These are ex-
cerpis from an address o North
Carolina English Teachers Asso-
ciation in Chapel Hill. Mr, John-
son, former Tar Heel mewsman,
is an author, critic and ielevision
« 2]
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Why ‘Greater Charlotte’ Isn't Enough

FI‘HERF. might be a big noise in the
rural areas and small towns of
Mecklenburg County before long. Some
of the noise could come from loud, low-
flying jets overhead. And that rumble
in the background could be from county
citizens, angry at planning officials who
concentrated on “Greater Charlotte” in-
stead of thinking about the longrange
future of all Mecklenburg County.

New developments in aviation perfectly
illustrate the importance of community
planning, and the danger of planning for
foo small an area. As we noted Saturday
the widespread commercial use of heli-
copters, expected within three years, will
create a new set of planning problems
including zoning requirements and build-
ing regulations. The use of jet liners
will present another set of problems.
The American Society of Planning Offi-
cials, in a report just published, details
some of them.

Jets are noisier than propeller-pow-
ered aircraft, Their initial climb is flat-
ter than the propeller craff. That means
the jets affect more ground on approach
and takeoff. Fast jets fly a somewhat
wider traffic pattern than slower con-

ventional planes, thus affecting yet more
ground.

‘What does this mean in terms of com-
munity planning? Simply this. The area
over which the jets fly low will be con-
siderably less desirable for residential
areas than the areas outside the jet pat-
tern. Land values will accordingly change.
This noisy area would be better suited
to industrial development. And the af-
fected area, at least in Charlotte’s case,
will go considerably beyond the bounds
envisioned by opponents of a joint
county-city planning board who want
1o plan for only the “Greater Charlotte”

area
The citizens of Pineville and other
communities that may be sharply af-

fected by jet problems will pay a por-
tion of the planning board bill. It n
only fair that these county residen
in return some professional help in mn
many problems that are a part of this
community's rapid growth. The jet pat-
tern will affect county land owners and
developers. The whole community will
fare better if its planning boeard consid-
ers the problems and long-range develope
ment of the entire county, instead of
only the city and its fringe area

Liberal Arts And Budding Journalists

HE University of North Carolina's

School of Journalism is still pulling
itself up by its bootstraps. For years it
has been the red-headed stepchild of the
Chapel Hill campus—with little money,
poor equipment, imadequate quarters.
But even with these glaring deficiencies,
it has turned scores of bright-eyed. well-
schooled newsmen into the mainstream of
Tar Heel journalism. Much of the credit
goes to veteran educators like Oscar
Coffin, Phillips Russell and Walter Spear-
man who provided inspiration, know-how
and guidance in heaping helpings

Facing a new academic year with Nor-
val Neil Luxon as dean, the School of
Journalism is hampered foday by the
same old needs—books, building and
equipment. “1t is a fact that no scheol of
journalism in a major university in the
United States is as inadequately housed
and ill-equipped as the School of Jour-
nalism at the University of North Caro-
lina," said Dean Luxon in a report fo
Tar Heel newspapers. “My immediate
goal is {o remedy this situation.”

We wish the dean well in his under-
faking. The School of Journalism de-
serves far more aftention than it has
been getting at the University and in
the General Assembly. A plan o take
over the pharmacy building. if funds for
a new one are appropriated in Raleigh,
seems {o be a reasonable solution to the
problem. We do, however, question the
procedure used in accomplishing this
solution—a request by Dean Luxon for
North Carolina newspapers to “support
and endorse” the Pharmacy School's

1,400,000 request for a new building
so the Journalism School can inherit
Pharmacy’s vacated quarters. Pharmacy’s
request, we feel, should be judged in the
light of Pharmacy’s own particular needs.

An adequate building is certainly the
Journalism School's No. 1 physical need.
But other matters must be kept in mind
in planning future journalistic education
at Chapel Hill

We agree that a journalism school
should have good. selid courses in the
fundamentals of writing and editing. But
we also believe that the journalism stu-
dent should be encouraged to spend as
much time as possible in other educa-
tional fields—history, political science.
economics and English, for example. I
he is to succeed at all in contemporary
journalism, he will need a broad liberal
arfs education. Neglect that and he
neglects the most precious thing he can
receive at a university

Champions of  straight-down-the-line
vacational education have chorused that
the academic intricacies of the liberal
arts have little practical use in the hustle
and bustle of 20th century living. They
are mistaken. These educational 75's
teach us to use our brains and perform
the mental gymnastics necessary for suc-

cessful living. They sweep away the
cerchral cobwebs and gear young minds
for the intellectual battles that lurk

around every corner of life. Armed with
this mental discipline and a keen insight
into the cultural verifies, foday's stu-
dents can adapt themselves to any spe-
cialty.

No Relief In Sight For Housewives

F YOU, Mrs. Housewife, are hoping

that the grocery bill will go down
now that flexible price supports have
been adopted—forget it. You'll be lucky
if the per item cost of groceries just
stays the same

For one thing, under the plan adopted,
the price of farm crops won't drop much,
Some farm prices will stay the same.

And by the time the “middleman” has
done his job and taken his cut, there
won't be any price reduction

We'd like fo talk just a bit about this
Mr. Middleman, Actually, he is a much
maligned fellow

He of course is many men and com-
panies. Using wheat as an example, he
is the grain haulers, elevators, millers,
bakers, packagers, freight companies and
grocers involved in this seemingly sim-
ple but actually complex Job of turning
27 cents worth of wheat into a 17-
cent loaf of bread .

Food processors usually bear the
brunt of criticism vaguely directed at
the “middleman”. They respond that
labor costs have gome up all the way
from the farm to the grocery store, that

From The Milwaukee Journal

freight rates are up, and that consumers
demand better and more costly pack-
aging and preparation, For example, the
preceding generation picked, drew,
singed and often also raised and wrung
the neck of its chickens. But today the
little woman gets her fryer neat and
packaged—all drum sticks or breast meat
if she pleases

Admittedly. these arguments don't
impress a wheat farmer who got $2.81
a bushel for wheat in 1948, when bread
averaged 138 cents per one-pound loaf,
and who gets only 81.91 for wheat nov
with bread up to 17 cents. Or the corn
grower. who reads that since 1947 the
price of corn has decreased 50 per cent
and the price of corn flakes increased
by almost the same amount

But the real reason for the lack of cor-
relation between farm prices and food
prices, it seems to us, is the increasingly
complex nature of the food preparation
process, the number of steps involved
and the slight increases in costs all along
the line

Mind you, though, we're never averse
to a thorough investigation of old Mr.
Middleman.

THE ‘McCARTHY" OF 1861

T HAS frequently been noted that the

Civil War period and the present era
have a great deal in common when it
comes to reckless and irresponsible ac-
cusations and character assassination

For Wisconsin the similarity between
the periods is striking, for politicians
from the state played leading roles in

both eras. Teday it is our junior sena-
for. During the Civil War it was Rep.
resentative John F. Potter, also of Wis
consin

As the war started. it became a popu-
lar pastime for politicians to brand op-
ponents as Southern sympathizers.
picions were spread deliberately, a
among the favorite targets were gov
ment employes. Margaret Leech writes
in her “REVEILLE IN WASHINGTON, 1860-
65" that the Ilnu(e during a special ses.
ed a select committee on loy-
rk{ to mw:y,;.—m government

workers She
tinues

“It was headed by John F. Potter, a
belligerent Wisconsin Republican who
two years earlier had been challenged
to a duel by Roger A. Pryor of Virginia,
and had turned the affair into a joke by
choosing bowie knives as the weapons

and departments. con-

“As an agency for secret accusations,
Potter committee formed a sound-

ing board on which every whisper of
suspicion was magnified during the lat-
ter half of 1861. In the offices, clerks
trembled for their jobs and spied and
tattled on their fellows. Some 550
charges were made to the committee

which examined nearly 450 witnesses un-
der oath. Workers at the Navy yard
arsenal and the White House were among
those whose fidelity was challenged.”
the year 1954
don’t they?

The 61 and

year

HE first and final moral re

sponsibility of a {eacher of
anything is to teach the truth, but
this responsibility lies with un
usual weight upon teachers of
English, for they may fairly be
described as chief custodians of
of the accumulated lies of
the world. 1 doubt that even
teachers of history lake prece-
dence, for our history is, for the
most part, written in English.
Some of it, 1o be sure, is ex-
pressed in painting, seulpture, ar-
chitecture and music, but much
even of that part is hardly to be
understood without verbal inter-
pretation. Generally speaking, ly-
ing is language and the teachers
of language are the wardens who
should prevent the escape of lies
into current usage. Needless to

most

say, Ihe teachers of the mother
tonguie be reater responsibil
ty than those of any other lan
guage,

The cult
tainly one o
teacher of F

“Oh, oh ... we must be flying over somebody's territo

or even the most important one
The cultivation of taste carried to
the highest level can produce

nothing more worthwhile than a
Petronius Arbiter, and that teach-
er has mot much ambition
would be content to be known to
future generations merely as the
tutor of a Petronius. He was a
great stylist and Tacitus calls
him arbiter elegantiae, which is to
say, “judge of elegance,” but I
prefer the later arbiter elegantiar-

um, which some call corruption,
but 1 call a correction because it
means “judge of elegancies,” and

Petronius, after all, was
r Plume, of amber souff-box
d]» vain,
And the nice
clouded cane.
Taste and style are, at best, the
amber snuff-box and the clouded
cane — elegancies in the hands
of a gentleman, and absurdly mis-
placed in the hands of a fop,
dangerously misplaced in the
hands of a eynic; and Petronius
was a cynical fop,
IT 1S MOCKERY®
n oL
authorities

conduct of a

the En

ot & exnic
that_extent,
He may
ix

But he has not taught English.
For English, that is to say, the
part of the language that is worth
a student's time, is the treasury
of all the best that English-speak-
ing people have thought and felt
and known. Its grammar is mere-
Jy the setting. To zive the student
the setting without the gems is
not teaching, it is mockery.
Lear Hﬂd psychologists have
worked out in minute detail the
most efficient methods of trans-
ferring information from one mind
to another. That is pedagogy,
about which I know less than
nothing because all I know about
it is that it alone will not do the
work. The science of pedagogy is
to teaching English what the
science of oplies is to landscape
painting. The painter must know
optics, to be sure, but with that
be has only reached the point
where he is ready to begin. So
the English teacher armed with
pedagogy only may be able to im-
press upon students’ minds the
fact that Marlowe wrote Faustus
in 1616, but pedagogy alone will
never teach them what is meant

Was this the face that launch'd

People’s Platform

‘Glow Of Promise’
Lights The Horizon

Marshville
Editors, The News:

S THE twilight of the 83rd
41X (ongress approaches, a rosy
glow of promise appears on the
horizon. The crew of the ship of
state can rest with the satisfac-
tion of a job well.done. No one
can deny the facts of its accom.
plishments.

A recent platform writer has
predicted storms ahead, but the
political almanac belies his
views, Let us review the recent
journey of our ship. Though
tossed about by storms and en-
dangered by mutiny it has
weathered the political

For the third consecutive
month unemployment has re-
mained unchanged in the 33

million range but is now drop-
ping. This dangerous shoal never
reached the height that it did
under the recent Fair Deal.
Does this look like “unempioy-
ment grows?” The crew of that
ship raised taxes for all and

Diew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

left loopholes for the insurance
trusts and capital gains; the new
crew has reduced taxes for all
During the past decade our bluff
was called in Europe and China;
the new captain has refused to
be biuffed. Race hatred has al
ways been the “plan of the
day” for some Southern Demo-
erats; the GOP has offered mi-
norities refuge. Since the Taft-
Hartley law was passed, labor
has enjoyed better conditions
than ever before; millions have
rushed into voluntary “slavery,”
though enjoined many times by
the Fail Deal skipper. The
farmers still enjoy “special in-
terest” treatment that they pro-
pose to deny others, and Social
Securiy has just been ex
pounded to include another 7
million. Personal incomes are
running ahead of last year, and
down payments for new homes
ave been reduced. Does this
look like we are losing our so-
cial gains?

The new ship of state has cut
down on its Christmas parties,
but has kept its fuel oil reserves

a thousand ships
And burnt the topless towers of
Ihum?
Sweet Helen, make me immor-
tal with a kiss
Her lips suck forth my soul:
see, where it flies
own part, I cannot re
any occasion in the
intact. The tideland oils are
now entrusted to the states

where they belong. These states
are still a part of our federal
government. Each state has al-
ways enjoyed the right to reg-
ulate its labor; that is mothing
new; it is a state’s right. Does
the Labor League of Mecklen-
burg refute Jefferson?

'VA is good for one sec-
tion of the country, then it fol-
lows that it is good for all. If
this be true, then it is obvious
that federal control of big bus
ness would also benefit the peo-
ple i< this not “creeping social-
ism?

I agree that both sides of an
issue should be known by the
people so that they can vote
with wisdom. [ also submit that
the government should be “by
the people.” In 1852 th's priv-
ilege was returned to them; [
am sure that they will not freely
give up this control in Novem-
ber, 1954.

—C. W. McGEE JR.
Executive Committee
Union County Republicans

course of a fairly long life when
it has been of the slightest im-
portance to me to know that Faus-
tus was written in 1616 and not in
1916; but 1 cannot number the oc-
casions on which it has been im-
portant to know what the beauty
of woman can do to a man who
makes it his enly god.

I return to my theme that the
teaching of English is only sec-
ondarily concerned with taste and
style, and that its primary busi-
ness is the adaptation of its
thought to the experience of the
student. Only by these means can
the essential truth be conveyed
and the moral responsibility of a
teacher is to teach the truth.
TEACHER'S TASTE

The most delicate task of the
teacher of English in dealing with
contemporary writing is to deler-
mine the moment when the music
of a new movement loses depth
and character and becomes the
mere jingling of cap and bells, Tn
this task the teacher's own taste
is an unreliable guide, for if the
movement is really new, that
taste was formed without refer-
ence to it. Reliance on taste alone
leads to such absurdities as Stuart
Sherman’s dismissal of Mencken

with a quotation from some
Frenchman—"where there is n
delicacy there is no literature.”

a dictum that would abolish with
one stroke Rabelais, Voltaire,
Swift, Sterne, Carlyle and, in this
country, Ambrose Bierce, James
Huneker and H. L. Mencken, our
three most effective critics.

Where there is truth and power
there is literature. It may be as
shagey as Theodore Dreiser and
Thorstein Veblen, or as exquisite
as Edna St. Vincent Millay at her
best, but if it contains truth and
is furiously battling to express it,
it is literature. But where does
one learn what is truth about con-
temporary life? Not from books,
one may rest assured. Books lead
to an understanding of the truth
when it is encountered, but they
do not lead to the encounter. That
must be sought among living
men. Oh, one should read Van
Wyck Brooks certainly. but to
verify what he says it is useless
to turn to Taine and George
Saintsbury: one should turn to the
daily newspaper or, better. one
should go opt into the street and
talk to people
EGGHEADS UNITE!

For an illustration of complete
detachment from both books and
people T shall, in deference to my

audience, turn away from (he
teaching profession and cite a cel-
ebrated newspaper  columnist.

When Adlai Stevenson in conver-
sation with reporters issued his
eamusing exhortation, “Eggheads
of the world, unite! You h
rothing to lose but vour vlk:
this man scornfully quoted it as,

Eggheads, unite! You have noths
ing to worry about.”

Obviously, he was not familiar
with the Communist Manifesto, or
he would have recognized tha
parody. Avnarnnllv he had forgot-
ten that "yolk” can be spelled
two ways, 50 he missed the pun,
Certainly he was not familiar
with intellectuals, or he would
have known that what Senator
Fulbright calls “the swinish cult
of anti-intellectualism™ has of late
fitted yokes to their necks under
which they labor heavily.

That man would make a bad
teacher of English. Even if he had
corrected his ignorance of books,
and even if he had developed taste
as flawless as that of Petronius
Arbiter, still he would be a bad
teacher as long as he did not
know the people to whom the ex-
hortation was addressed. For his
garbled quotation eliminated
four-fifths of what the original
meant, and a man who conceals
from pupils the meaning of the
text is the very opposite of a
teacher; he is a dispenser of ig-
norance, not of knowledge.
NOT ENOUGH

1 assert that a teacher of Eng-
lish in 1954 who has no opinion,
good or bad, of Semator McCar-
thy is not qualified to teach. He
may be stuffed with esoteric lore;
he may know all about “the doc-
trine of the enclitic de:” he may
know “what song the sirens sang
and what name Achilles assumed
when he hid among women”, but
he does not know enough. He does
not know the meaning of the Areo-
pagitica and least of all does he
know the meaning of *all men
are created equal and endowed
by their Creator with certain in-
alienable rights."

Yet all these represent moments
when English literature rose to
magnificence
ments of stress,
ways in moment
the language a.
—moments when ong  men
strain the boundaries of human
understanding in their effort to
let the imprisoned truth go free.

Of course it need not be
litical stress. “Hamlet”
attack on the institution of mon.
archy, but the effort of a great
man (o express the truth about
divided loyalty. Tt was not entire-
Iy successful; no effort to attain
the absolute is ever entirely suc-
cessful, but the greatness of tha
effort carried English poetry to a
height it had never reached be-

and it is al-
of stress that
ves greatness

ore.

And that, perhaps, is the mes-
sage of the fraternity of English
teachers to the modern world—
that struggle is the matrix of
greatness. It is especially signifi-
cant now because this is a time
of appalling stress for young peo-
ple

Rome’s Newest New Look
Is An Insult To Male 1Q’s

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
R THE past few weeks we
have been noticing that the
returning  European tourists —
female — have been looking a
little wan, sort of washed out and
mizzable, and politely refrained
from eomment
After all, you know—change of
diet. change of wate’, too much
night life, too much travel—a girl
isn't apt to look her best. Figured
& little regular living and solid,
old-fashioned food might put ‘em
back on their feet
But, bless you, I am just find-
ing out that what I have been
pitying is not worth the pity. This
15 the newest of New Looks. some-
thing the Romans have thought
up to make milady look like a
Chas. Addams version of a house-
haunter. It is called the “Natural
Look,” and is shaped to make the
girl of your dreams look like all
women look in the morning, which
is bloody awful.
LIKE A BOWERY BUM
What you do is leave the lips
pale, see, and make up the eyes
hig and black, with circles and
“laugh lines” which ain't nothing
more than wrinkles honey. Then
vou hire a tame rat to gnaw the
hair off, fore and aft. and then
you just let the hair and the
rat run wild in all directions, This
is known as the Audrey Hepburn
influence, and supposedly makes
the old lady look like a wistful
wail. 1 got some fashion news for
you, kids. You don't look like a

waif. You look like a Bowery hum
with a nine - day, cannedheat
hangover

There is no such thing as a
good-locking woman in the morn-
ing, with her hair a rat's ne
her lips wiped clean of lipstick,
and her eyes bleared with sleep.
There also is no such thing as a
good-locking man in the mo)

cither, with his beard green
against the pallor, his eyes
pouched, sleep wrinkles on " his
kisser, and his hair playing

porcupine. Both men and \-wmm\
need a few simple things —
washed face and a combed mari
for both, lipstick for the lass and
a razor for the

But. so help me, Hannah, the
oddsters who huckster fashions
each year have succeeded in sell-
ing this natural look all over the
continent and now it's creeping
into the Sta

There enotgh people in
Reno now, without this latesl in
sult to male intelligence, and 1

les,

say to ye: Stick with the pow
dered nose, quit painting your
evelids green and turning them
up at ners like an oid

Lay on that lipstick and
B0 to a barber if you must have
your head cropped. And throw
away your pipe, 100, unless you
want to lose your guy in a hur.
ry. Freaks aré for side shows,
and fit badly into either the con-
nubial ¢ot or future plans for
same. Holy heaven, won'i you
ever learn® :

Anxious Plea For Hawaiian Statehood

WASHINGTON elected by Hawaiians to fill her hus- ’ 2 blamed ex-Sneaker §:
[T ves » conl June Saturday in Wash- band's shoes and came back 1o waeh A Lady’s Persistence {ling v Hewatte, “;’r"h&;lr;h;::n{;gr“r:::‘t’-

ington. Joe Farrington, longtime mmw\ for the closing days of Con-  agec  Farrington went on to plead 10 sce both of them
Hawailan delegate to the Cong [lnyﬂ e for both Alaskan and Hawaiian 3¢  Miin at fist was adamant, 1
he United States. came into his offfce knew that the statehood bill was hood. knowing that they must be tied cid'ii ma toa ore |28 man )
e “"{\”{,"‘}\‘” Ul i the Republicans had broken 11 1 want vou to do." she concluded, meet any more. g o

e i et p of admitlin; \‘N\ a s to tell Speaker Joe Martin and Charlie —p = bl £y

shd e i i 4 s stales sim usly Malleck that they are fo let the state- 0 e meet just to
T ‘[“r,"““"" m. because the Democrats refused 10 act O hood bill out of the Rules Commiltce 1oie,0% OBe Bill” he said when Mrs. Far-
seven n..‘m}:‘w of nrv 'msy\\‘ vudcs ”"r;:; Hawaiian statehood unless Alaska B0l go we can vote on it." rington asked that it lze called to act on
mittee. He e ’Y_‘mnlkivn persuade 1NN equal treatment: also she knew that TR e i Hawaiian statehood. “Every other con-
to help fulfill his life’s g Eisenhower was flatly opposed to Alaska. Finally Eisenhower asked her to out- gressman with a bill in the Rules Com-

tion—making Hawaii the 4
the Unio

The seven members of the Rules C:

state of

finally she knew

dead husband than

action on Hawaii now.

that

nothing
could befter serve as a memerial to her

chief

line the facts she had given him to his
liaison man with
Jerry Persons, This she did
Persons didn't take any notes, and since

Congress, Gen,
And since

mittee nould be clamoring to have his
taken up to

E.\hpvah‘r Sam Rayburn was a bit

mittee held the key fo Hawaiian s X > a
hood. For the statehood bill was bottled So she went fo see President Eisen- oo oc 2praid he would forget some of m}:»w hnm'f'x‘ll He turned his Texas
up in waiting a joint hower. the legal points she made regarding ways ° 'JH“I ;:" Mrs. Farrington, and she
conference with ihe Senate. It had been He was most cordial. But among olber and means of seting up milltary reserva. trned her feminine charm on him.
all beca things he said tions for Pacific defense, Mrs. Farring:  He argued that he was not leading the
Republican didn’t I am just epposed to having a little ton got a lawyer to draw up a careful Congress. She argued that all the Dem-
luH out . y sle n in the sout -m memorandum over the weekend and de- qcrats listened to him, and quite a few
0 Farrington plodded from lling the rest livered it to the White House late Sun- Republicans. Finally she got a promise
s oftice n{;u1 to_persuade is so important to our day evening that if she could switch some votes of
members o he Rules Commitee to Y the Rules Committee and get the Ha-
mit Hawaiian od to come up 1'vot Gver Agure sald. Brs Wgshmgmn Doublecross waiian bill unbottled. he wouldn't op-
Sthide Aoty spent all Satarday ¢ dhat a sale can set aside ' et pep P05 her.
E O omTesmen, ftec military reservations, and some of north. | Mrs. Farrincton had been with Bty parrington is still wearing out
ek lo s okfice. ern parts of Alaska might he set aside Dusband In Washington a long time. shoeleader om Capitol ecorridors, still
o at his desk, tired and o itiery regervations for ¢ . knew how casy > pass the Buck. g her charm on callous congessional
uraged, and quietly passed away y i |, She knew how the White House blames | 8 > ¥
poses® We had some experience \”1‘ congressional leaders, and how Republi- aders, She knows she may not get any
nilitary government in Ila\\an during the & 5 bl ts.and Where. She knows that only a few price.
Plea To lke S somelimes casicr for a state 2N leaders blame the Democrats—and 1ogy 4uyy even hours. remain before Con
Two aterim,  to enact laws ta de { than a ter- irns. But she is still trying des.
Mr mingly v She also knew that Speaker Martin




