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A Dramatic Program For Better Roads
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Eisenhower seems to lean
ongressional viewpoint. Al
though Vice President Nixon, who de.
Jivered the address by proxy, stressed
“cooperation” and “local management”
in deference {0 those governors who are
hostile to federal participation in road
building, the inference was clear that
Uncle Sam would pick up the ball and
carry it if the states neglect their respon-
sibilities

In general, THE NEws favors minimum
federal interference in those functions

toward the ¢

Matusow's Stor

AF«)YE'['SFH young man appeared bee
N fore a House committee this week
His story illustrates a very real problem
for the government, particularly the con-
gressional committees which created the
problem

The fellow's name is Harvey Matusow.
Only 27, he joined the Communist Party
in October, 1947, and was expelled from
it in January, 1951, after having fur-
hed information to the FBI for about
a vear He then became a professional
anti-Communist. He was a staff investi-
gator for the Ohlo Un-American Activ-
ities Committee, an associate editor of
CounrteraTrAcK. He sold articles about
his experience in the party. He testified
before congressional committees regard
ing infiltration of youth groups, unions,
and the Institute of Pacific Relations, He
testified as a government witness in the
trial of 13 Communist leaders, who were
convicted. And he spoke on communism
in several western states during the 1952
campaign.

He was in a new role, however, when
he appeared before the House Committee
on Un-American Activities Monday. The
committee counsel had information that
Matucow had twice sought out Methodist
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam 1 apolo-
gized for lies he had told about the
bishop before congressional groups. Ma-
tusow, said the bishop, told him he had
“undergone a religious experience and
wanted to undo all the lies T have told.”

The House committee, having accepted
a good deal of Matusow testimony in the
past, understandably wanted to know if
Matusow had been lying, Apparently not
feeling contrite Monday, he assured the
committee that he had not

Oxnam’s recent experience with Matu-
sow jibes with that Sen James Murray
of Montana recently had with the young
fellow. Matusow had toured Montana dur-
ing the 1952 campaign making wild
charges summer he went to Sen.
Murray’s office and offered to tour the
state again and eat the words he had
uttered two years ago. (He was brusquely
turned down )
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ment that perly belong to
and local communities. Road-
however, is a rather special

here should be overall plan-
eat national highway systems
onal level. There should be

greater uniformity of design and of
safety regulations. Most important of all
new highway systems should meet the
needs of national defense in the century

of the atomic bomb.
Hence, we are resigned to a continued
federal role in road building as a pract

1 necessity. even though we may ob-

ject to it in theory. The individual states

can't get ‘\'\'rtver on so simple a thing
uniform truck wei

o much to expect them to
an adequate national highway net.
work without guidance and stimulation
from the federal government

That having heen said, President Eisen-
hower’s goal of a 10-year, 50-billion-dal-
lar road building program is certainly
not overly ambitious and quite probably
an underestimate. The loss of lives and
property and the millions of man hours
of time lost because of the painfully slow
movement of traffic over narrow. con-
gested roads would make the investment
worthwhile. And the increased economie
opportunity and activity which always
follow sensible road building programs
would make the program a real bargain

The U. §. is a nation on wheels, and it
is time that highways be built
ingly.

Points Up A Problem

Actually the committee needs only to
look at congressional committee files to
conclude whether or not Matusow is a
liar. On Oct. 8, 1952, he swore hefore
the Internal Security Subcommittee that
“In New York City today there are ab-
proximately 500 dues-paying Commu
working in the newspaper industry, The
New York Times has well over 100 dues.
paying members. Time, Inc. has 78 Com-
munist Party members, working in edi-
torial and research, and just a few
months ago the Communist caucus re-

gained control of that unit of the ( Ameri-
can) Newspaper Guild" The subcom-
mittee (Sen. Pat McCarran was in the
chair ) took that tripe without even ques-
tioning it. One week later Matusow had
“found" many more Reds. “The Sunday
section of the New York Tmves alone,”

he said, “has 128 dues-paying Commun-
fsts . The New York bureau of the
Assoc Press has 25.” ( The total num-

ber of New York Times Sunday section
employes at that - time, including two
part-time copy boys, was 87.)

In this instance, then, as in other cases

involving imaginative informers, an irre-
sponsible congressional group originally
permitted injustice to be done, False im
pressions were created; people and or-
ganizations unjustly accused. The
cision of the House Committee on Un-
American Activities to question Matusow
indicates that the committee may be be-
coming more aware of its responsibility

But is it enough merely to guard
ainst future injustices caused by reck-
»ss witnesses? Do not these committees
and the Justice Department, several of
whose professional informers are now
under investigation by the department
itself, have a responsibility to re-evaluate
the testimony of the unstable witnesses
they used, to prosecute the liars and make
amends to unjustly accused persons and
groups?

Surely. if the government is to have
the confidence of the American p
these further steps must be taken

Battle For Better Health Goes On

(’“:\HI.OTTHS significant place in the
4 national health picture is brought
into clear focus by the Bureau of Medical
Economics of the American Medical As-
sociation. Sifting data from 48 states and
the District of Columbia, AMA experts
placed the Queen City among 88 “prime
mary” (we suppose that's a new way
saying “A-1"7) medical centers in the
mnation
cal treatment and surgery

The medical tra
lotte serves includes all or
counties with a population of 768.800
spread over 6,200 miles of Carolina geog-

spots where every type of medi-
is offered

Taphy

The city’s responsibility is great and
0 is the task of keeping pace with the
ares's enormous health needs. But for-

the record during the past few
been marked by notable prog:

Newly released AMA facts and figures
presented only the 1 tory (the last

census year) when Charlotte had only
188 practicing physicians. Since then
there has been a net increase of 42 doc
tors last six month

ant additions have also been made to hos-
pital facilities—90 new beds since 1850
a new pathology laboratory at Charlotte

Memorial, a diagnostic wing at Mercy, a
nursing home at Presbyterian

This progress in Charlotte is part of a
larger pattern of progress throughout
North Carolina. Much of it can be traced
to a general awakening to Tar Heel

health ne that the ambitious Good
Health program helped bring about in
the late 1940's. After World War 11 the
state was suddenly and acutely a
def ncies in hospital facils

sonnel and ways and
means to provide hospital care for low
income “medically needy” and non-in-
come groups

In 1044 there were only 8475 gener

hospital beds in North Carolina
of 24 heds per thousand pe
some 13.025 general ho
available, giving the state a ratio of
approximatcly 32 beds per thousand
peaple
The AMA bureau noted in its report
that the entire South Atlantic region
eight states and 'wu Disf of Colum-
bia) had only ry medical
ters in 1950 and four of them were
1 in North Carolina Charlotte
Vinston-Salem. Durham and Raleigh
Greatly impre facilities and
the new arm and nurses
have brighten na's health
picture tremend t the task has
not ed. Perhaps it never
w pleted for the hattle for bet.
ter | never ends. Charlotte
North Carolina all mea must

‘They're Going By Awfully Fast, Aren’t They?'

©e g v ey

People s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, hut may be withheld from
publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

Give Negro A Break,
Says Southern G.l.

Ft. Bragg
Editors, The News:
0 DOUBT many Southerners
are sincerely disturbed by the
recent Supreme Court decision.
Certainly, one of the South's most
fundamental traditions is chal-
Ienged. But befora tempers boil
and we take some radical action
which will hurt all of us, let us
reconsider aur position

The Negro seeks only the same
opportunity, the same justice, and
the same rights we as whites now
enjoy. He is tired of "secondary
zenship,”” just as we were in
1775 when we declared our inde-
pendence from an England, which
did not give us full citizenship
ight:

Admittedly, the Negro was not
at first ready to he granted full
citizenship rights in 180 The
cultural change was too fast.

But now the Negro is ready.
Fven here in the South the psy-
chology, anthropology, and soci-
ology departments advocating doc-
trines of the “natural inferiority
of the Negro™ are few and far be-
tween. The evidence is over-
whelming that the Negro's poten-
tial is the same as the whites!
Culturally, the Negro is inferior
bacause, by being “kept in his
place.” he is kept inferior

If the South shortly allows non-
segreaated schools, where is the
worry? Inter-marriage? It takes
two people to agree (o that, and

no law makes inter - marriage
compulsory — hesides, if social
sogregation is ‘“natural,” as con-

tended, there is no need for legi
lation to enforce the laws of na-
ture.

ive the Nogro a break It's
time educated and advanced Ne-
ro leaders become recognized as
the able lawyers, doctors, and
teachers they hope io be 1've
al lived in the South, but I
never could understand the con-
tradiction between the democr:
cy we preach and the discrimina-
tion we practice

—PVT. DAN DUKE

Weeks Was Wearing

Rose-Colored Glasses
Charlotte

Editors. The News:
CRETARY Weeks is 80 chock
[ull of General Motors' Wil-
son's psychology that he plumb
forgot a lot of facts in his air-
Speech here in Charlotte
last week
He stated that the pessimists
and certain political dopesters had

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

] ESPITE backstage efforts to throttle
it, one of the most important Sen-

ate investigations of the Eisenhower ad-
ministration gets back into gear today.
It won't have the benefit of TV cam-
eras or radio coverage, and it's being
conducted on a shoestring, Nevertheless,
the probe goes into the strange reasons
President of the United Stalcs
should go over the heads of the atomic

why the

failled in an attempt to depress
the economics of the United
States, and that even the optimists
would have to revise upward
their rosiest claims of our econo-
my; in fact that the Republicans
would clearly lead the country on
to the wide road of national pros-
perity.

First, he fails in his history test,
for the Republicans have been in
power in every panic and depres-
sion we have felt in the United
States during the past 55 years.
It was the first party that ever
pginted money in the United

ates without Having precious
metal reserves for it in the Na-
tional Treasury. 1 this is doubt-
ed, then read about the ''green-
backs” that were printed follow-
ing the Civil War, It is no secret
that the GOP is out to hoost big
business, even at the expense of
the very wellsprings of prosperity
happen
to be the consumers in this mad
scramble for corporate profits.

Industry by industry could be
paraded for Mr. Weeks, and that
is why his speech was so puzzling
to me. The great textile industry
is badly depressed. Short work
weeks have sorely crippled the
purchasing power of millions of
employes. The great American
Woolen Company has closed
down some of the largest
plants in the country and is found-
dering on the rocks of despair. All
over the Southland the textile
mills are barely able to keep run-
ning enough for their employes to
subsist. Their stockholders in
many instances have fared evea
worse.

The great coal-mining industry
is slowly folding wp. For exam-
ple. the Lehigh Coal and .
gation Company has recently de
cided o close down a great
of \u mines in the lnthrlc:(e

4\inculmrh which has to gam-
ble with the weatherman for a
living and which was told by Can.
didate Eisenhower that he be
lieved in 100 per cent parity is
now faced with a 75 per cent

parity sponsored by Mr. Ellen-
hower.
The railroads, once imntl in

our American economy are sicl
almost unto death; their carload-
ings are falling far below the prof-
it level and we may well look to
many going into bankruptcy in the
not-too far distance future.

The oil companies who already
had cornered one of man's and
God's greatest natural resources,
and who have, fared well recent-
Iy at the give-away table of tide-
Tands oils, are more prosperous,
but their reserves and supplies
are piling up and their high prices
Just won't come down, except
where some independent starts a

price war, then they try to put
him out of business by practical-
ly giving their gas away until the
independent is bankrupt

T don't call this a healthy econ-

ecanomy
—MERCER J. BLANK

SHIP

Going To Leave N. C.
Soon As He's Free

Gastonia

. The News
Wﬂ . it looks like the old days
come back to North

like it was in 1930, hut
money here
in those days.
People could buy lots more food
for their money then than they
can now, for the tax rate was low.
could pay taxes and have
a litle money left. But now, ev-
ery time you look in your mail
box it's tax, or something

They put it out in the news that
North Carolina is going in the
Tole every day. I don't see where
the money goes. For in the road
camps every prisoner gets milk,
gravy and grits. coffee one time;
end milk, gravy. one egg, fat-
back, coffee next time. At dinner-
time you get beans, bread, apnle.
Nine times out of ten, a man
has stomach trouble,

Up here in county jail every
morning in a week you get grits
fatback, bread, and coffec with-
out butter or any meat
it, and charged a dollar a
It Back in 19, when mo
Fard to g at t vou did
g0 iodRToAl verlrroue:

more

now
youre lucky if you get anything
for $20. Now every thing is com-
ing just like the Good Lord said
it would—tax on top of tax, wars
on top of wars—before the end

A man has a hard time to make

his living for a wife and kids
and himself. It takes at least $45
to $75 to buy food and pay his
house rent and buy a few clothes
for his family. Everything would
be okay if a man would draw
$125 a week here in North Caro-
lina and get lots of overtime. He
could pay his bills and have a
ew cents left.

Well, as for myself. I'm leav-
ing this state as soon as I'm f
and I'm sure I'm taking my peo-
ple with me to another state
where it's more free t it is
here. At least they will treat your
wife and mother and kids nice
and at least let them see you
Guess {t's time to close hefore 1
tell how ABC officers d North
Carolina,

—CARL OVERCASH

It'll All Be Over In One

Big Explosion

Some Day

By ROBERT C. RUARK

UITE SOME time ago, when

I saw that account of an ex-
ploding star, I quit worrying a
little bit about humanity. You re-
member, it took 20 million yeal
for the light of that explosion to
reach the earth, and the experts
said it was such a grand pool
that it would make an H-bomb
blast seem as gentle as a falling
feather,

This gives me comfort. I reck-
on that when our monument to
international stupidity—and it is
such a NICE world we have here
—hlows into a 20-million-year sub-
fect for the back pages of our
newspapers, nabody’ll really care
about assorted problems.

I don't mean big things, like
will Frankie and Ava make up,
or Bobo Rockefeller's blasted ro-
mance, or even the state of Tom-
my Manville's marital status. But
the littler ones.
= Like the sad husband who
rigged a suicide five ways—with
gunshot, fire, bludgeon, asphyxia-
tion and sleeping pills—but man-
aged to flunk his final test. The
moral is simple here: A man
can be too careful. His wife went
to the hospital to see him. Wasn't
clear whether she went to con-
sole or condole.

I am thinking that any eoun-
try that can produce and sell suc-
cessfully emough to advertise a
cigarette thal has no tobacco,
doesn't light, and isn't a cigar-
ette, has really very little claim
for future concer1 by the people
who see our faint glare 20 mil-
lion years from tomorrow. What
breaks my back on this phony
cigarette, obviously designed to
escape the perils of the smoking
habit, is 'that the ad says it is
sold at your favorite tebacco
counter!

THREE TO TANGO

Then I am thinking of the up-
per-case jerk who robbed banks
to pay for a lifetime course in
dancing. He had made admirable
marks in the fox trot, waltz, sam-
ba, mambo and tango, when the

FBL cut in. In this instance it
took three to tango, due to hand.
cuffs.

We won't let our gallant allies
up in this boom-bust, because Eng-
land deserves it, too, because of
its action on Cinderella. Cinder-
tlla was put off limits for British
, because some old trout
sn:d that Cindy's capture by
Prince Charming led youhg wom-
en to expect the same happy
fate.

. Living happlly ever after
keeps children from being taught
to realize the difficulties and re-
spunmm]mas of marriage,” the
old trout sai

Ah, well, Fnzlands already put
the knock on Snow White and all
seven of the trolls, also Little Red
Riding Hood, as more or less sub-
versive, in company with a busy-
body of ours, who called Robin
Hood & Communist, I suppose in
the absence of folk tales we will
have to make do with free teeth,
eyeglasses, and skull doilies
BRAVO!

There was another character
recently who failed to arouse any
protective beast in my breast. His
was a campaign to win a fair
lady's heart. He hired billboards
to write his sweet nothings on,
huge ‘billboards. He fouled up the
spelling on one tender message.
His others were so ambiguous (hat
he just made the dame mad. She
wound up hating him, for which,

ravo!

These are all big problems to
the people involved, and every
man’s life is made up of all the
little  foolishness that remind
me of foolishness. People cut their
throats because the milkman
failed to smile: others rob banks
to take dancing lessons. Some peo-
ple come qut against Cinderella,
and the late Mister Christie used
to indulge in a weird horticulture
in the spring.

Like | said, comforting Ona
day it all goes bam, and 20 mil-
lion years later somebody savs,
what was that? And the answer
is: Nothing very much

Dewey Is Tired Of Albany,
Galled By Brash FDR Jr.

By DORIS FLEESON

BOLTON LANDING, N. Y.
CERTAIN tension, which in
the case of Gov. Dewey of

New York graduates into acerb-
itv, pervades this 46th annual
Governors' Conference here.

This is an election year and it
marks the exoiration of the terms
of 25 of the Republigan governors
who two summers ago triumphed
over pro-Taft Congressional lead-
ers and nominated President Fis-
enhower. Now the FEisenhower
record |5 the issue and deeply
important to them and their state
machines,

The President’s backers are not
quite as sure of his continued
hold on the people as they pro.
fess to bhe. Some of them, as
Gov. Thornton of Colorado, while
plugging hard for the President,
are saying frankly that the peonle
have doubts about the Republi-
can_ party

The Democrats think this is
fine, hut they are afraid of over.
confidence and are privately re.
strained in their comments. One
or two believe thines are not as
rosy for them as Wasghington has
been hearina.

DEMOCRATS' ADVANTAGE

Technically the Democrats are
better placed for the Governor's
races. Only 11 are up. mostlv
southerners. They feel this will
glve them an advantage in win-
ning control of Congress

Reporters have never found
Gov. Dewey precisely a ray of
sunshine In their drab lives. His
extra sharoness possibly stems
this year from the necessity of
making hard choices about his

re.

ernor is tired of Albany
to enter the practice of

both for a_change and to
Duild his personal fortune. He be-
lieves that in Sen. Irving Ives,
his party has a strons and worthy
candidate for governor

Ru

with peculiar thoughtlese.
ness, New York Demoerats seem
bhent on putting into the gover-
nor's race the inheritor of the

famous name that Mr. Deyey
resents. He is not so bitter even
about Mr. Truman; for the 1948
debacle he has found scapegoats
in his own party

1t woyld be galling to Dewey,
80 long the successful governor
of the country’s richest and most
populous state, to turn it over to
Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr. He hon-
estly feels “the boy hasn't earned
iL," an opinion in which he is not
alone with other Republicans.

But nobody is able to say posi-
tively that Franklin Jr. won't do
as well as Bob Wagner Jr., who
was elected mayor easily after
vears of being downgraded as
amiable but incompetent by the
Dewey forces

Franklin Jr., currenfly in the
House where his performance has
been something less than dazzling,
has the temerity to insist he can
beat either Ives or Dewey. Il
actually seems to believe it—in
itsell a challenge,

The President cancelled a
scheduled appearance here be.
cause of the death of his sister:

inlaw, Mrs. Milton Eisenhower,
Vice President Nixon, as usual,
filled in. The President has alse

dispalched Secretary of the In-
terior McKay to the scene to de-
fend his power policies, an indi.
cation that they have caused dis-
may in some GOP quarters.
McKay said he would not dis-
cuss the controversial Eisenhow-
er proposal for a private power
combine in the TVA area to be
financed by way of the Atomie
Energy Commission's contracting
power. Interior, he said firmly,
was not invelved
The farm issue is also giving
n state governors trouble,
The Eisenhower-Benson program
is popular in industrial arcas
where it is only one of many is-
sues affecting popular political
opinion. In the great basic crop-

producing areas, its popularity
remains to he demonstrated in a
way reassuring to the politiciang

who must run there

Administration - Utility Deal Exposed

Amazing Facts

most.

the army of probers McCarthy has flung
around the US.A with his Senate ap
propriation of nearly $200,000, plus pri-
vate financial support from friends,

Despite this handicap,
with the strong support
Langer, a Republican, the Senate com-
mittee has already uncovered some amaz g
ing facts, Here are same of

L. Pressure was brought by other pub-

told congressmen in
he was thinking of rej
Boh Neyland (nmm\ baseball coach at

seriousness th
acing Clapp wi

of theirs. as well as suppliers™
The Dixon referred to_above Was th
partner

in the Dixon-Yates

Tennessee University, who obviously which got the AEC contract after col
knew little about power problems. petition was removed; while England is
The way In which the utilities ar- president of the Atlantic City Electrical

ged not to let anyone else bid for the Co
however, and ic energy powe was told in  “Did they say anything about presoure
of Chairman , gecret hearing semators erose  from electrical equipment manufacturers
examined David B. Sloan, head of Gibos or boiler manufacturers?” Davis asked.
Hill, which had helped prepare a "(‘enznl!y yes," replied Von Tr«\v

competing bid for Walter Von Tresckow,
former vice president of the Hanover )

kow,

“without mentioning names.
When Sloan was called to the witrcss

unusual
tract with a private power firm without
at least $100 million more than if op
erated by the government.

Those who would like to stop the probe
are Senators Dirksen of Illinois and
Hendrickson of New Jersey, both Re-
publican members of the Judiciary Com
mittee which is conducting the investi
Kation.

Another senator who has reached out
a clammy hand to discourage the probe

Jenner of Indiana, who {s chair
of the Rules Committee which
ses on the funds for such probes,
So far the investigating subcommittee has
had so little money that it can hire no
investigators, not even stenographers.

The work has been done almost single-
handedly by Sidney Davis, former law
clerk of Justice Hugo Black, whom Sen
Langer of North Dakota persuaded to
come down from New York to investigate
monopolies. Davis has been so short of
funds that he has even had to serve
subpeonas himsel{—quite a contrast to

lic utilities to make sure other competing
companies did not bid for the atomic
energy plant at West Memphis; thus the
Dixon-Yates combine, which got the bid,
had an outright monopoly—thanks to Eis
enhower's personal order

2, It was apparent that the n:hm
utilities had made a deal with the
hower administration, perhaps as m,\
as a year ago, 1o put across this contract
in order to black further expansion of
government power by the Tennessee

y, 8

the 1952 campaign. The strategy was
carefully prepared that nhower ac-
tually spelled out the Dixon-Yates plan
in his budget message last January
3. The strategy of blocking TVA

who had an excellent rec
who was immediately atched
New York City at a higher
handle its power pro

Company Takes A Powder

Bank in New York

,mhi & Hill is one of about seven
ig engineering firms which draw plans
for nuhiw utilities and had been re-
tained by Von Tresckow to prepare a

idden-
bs &

bid on the West Memphis plant. S
ly, while preparing the bid, Gi
Hill walked out

Questioned by senators as to why
Gibbs & Hill exited so suddenly, Von
sckow sald that officials of the con

T

pany +had come to see him on May 6 ard
said they were sorry but they had to
pull_out.

“Did Mr. Sloan (head of Gibbs & Hill)
tell you who was exerting pressure on
i ked counsel

“Yes." replied Tresck that Mr
Dixon was exerting pressure through Mr

England. And Mr. England in Atlantic
City was one of their very good cus
tomers the implications were that

it had been done also to other cus

omers

stand, he alibied all over the comnit-
tee room, but finally admitted that he
withdrew from his business arrangement
with Von Tresckow because of presture
from other private utllities.

The senators also brought out evidcnca
showing that the Atomic Energy Com-
mission could have built the plami for
at least $90 million less, when sprosd
over the life of the contract, under tha
Von Tresckow proposal

Furthermore, the power plant, at the
end of the contract, would have reverted
to the United States, instead of pecoming
the property of Dixon-Yates, as specificd
under the contract which Presideut Eis-
enhower ordered to be signed

These are some of the facts coming fo
light in one of the most significant
probes of the power companies since
Sen. George Norris of Nebraska showed
how the power companies had subsidized
teachers, paid for slanted textbooks, and
financed certain newspapers in a drive
to put their own power policies across
on the nation.
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