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Ruling Threatens Housing Program

RECENT Supreme Court decision

against segregation in public housing
pm}eﬂs has raised a basic question about
President Eisenhower's public housing
proposal now before a joint congressional
committee.

The question really has two parts: (1)
Will the breakdown of segregation in
public housing projects produce an ex-
odus of whites, leaving the projects all-
Negro; (2) If that happens, can further
public housing appropriations be justi-
fied as public expenditures?

This was the background of the Su-
preme Court test.

Since 1942, the San Francisco Housing
Authority has followed a policy of pre-
serving “the same racial composition
which exists in a neighborhood where a
project is located.” Under this policy, the
Ping Yen project was set down in the
middle of Chinatown, and the new North
Beach project was placed in the city's
traditional Italian district.

Three Negroes were refused admission
to the North Beach project. They went
to court. On appeal to the U. S. Supreme
Court, their complaint was upheld on the
grounds that the San Francisco housing
policy violated the 14th amendment by
denying the Negroes equal protection of
the law.

In San Francisco two years ago, whites,
who comprised 90.7 per cent of the city's

Joe Won't Go Now,

'HE “Joe Must Go” movement in Wis-

consin has, for the time being, failed
in its chief purpose. Circulators of the
petitions demanding a recall election for
Sen. Joe McCarthy did not obtain quite
enough signatures (they needed over
400,000) during their allotted 60 days

But this does not mean that Wisconsin
voters have, by not signing petitions, en-
dorsed their junior senator. The surpris-
ing aspect of the movement, in view of
circumstances pertaining to the recall, is
that it almost succeeded.

About one-fourth of the states have
provided for use of the recall, a Swiss-
originated device by which voters can re-
tire a public official before his regular
term ends. The mechanics of the recall
differ from state to state. In Wisconsin
25 per cent of the number of persons
who voted in the last gubernatorial elec-
tion must sign petitions before a recall
clection can be held. There was a big
turn-out in the 1952 gubernatorial elec-
tion—over 1.6 million votes were cast,
even though the state has a population
half a million less than North Carolina’s.
So the mere physical job of collecting
signatures was comparable to the task it
would be to get signatures from almost
everyone who voted in the recent North

population, oceupied only 60 per cent of
its 13,263 public housing units. Negroes,
who comprised 5.7 per cent of the pop-
ulation, occupied 37 per cent of the
units. And other races, representing 3
per cent of the population, occupied 3
per cent of the units.

The current issue of ARCHITECTURAL
Forum, which gave these facts, also
quoted an unidentified San Francisco
official as saying:

“Frankly, the whites move out about as
fast as the Negroes move in. Abolish the
pattern, and within two years virtually all
public housing will be Negro-occupied
Public housing would thus become housing
for one race. and I do mot believe it
could be justified as a public expenditure.”

As an abstract theory. all-Negro publie
housing might be justified on the grounds
that Negroes are generally at the bottom
of the income ladder and, hence, have
first priority on public housing units.

Politically, however, it may very well
turn out that the breakdown of segrega-
tion in public housing will mean the end
of the program as we have known it.
And any effort to attach non-segrega-
tion riders to other legislation providing
for slum rehabilitation, urban redevelop-
ment and FHA loans may leave the whole
broad housing program of the Eisenhower
administration bogged down in the quicke
sands of Congress.

But Maybe Later

Carolina senatorial primary.

Too, many anti-McCarthy people did
not support the recall movement because
they felt it was useless. There is considers
able legal doubt that the recall can apply
to a member of Congress, although this
issue has not been finally resolved. Thus
many labor leaders didn’t ask their mem-
bership to get out and circulate petitions.

Wisconsin elects its governor every two
years. So in November there'll be an-
other gubernatorial election. The recall
movement people have promised to cir-
culate petitions again after it. Because
it's an off-presidential year election a
much smaller turn-out is expected. Thus
fewer signatures will be required.

In other words, it is likely that the suc-
cess of the recall demand has only been
delayed. Whether or not the courts de-
cide the recall applies to'a senator, the
fact that a substantial portion of Wiscon-
sin voters ask for the election will have
a telling effect on public opinion through-
out the world. And it may embolden the
weaker sisters of the U. S. Senate, which
is finally awakening to its own responsi-
bility for Sen. McCarthy's excesses. The
people of Wisconsin and U. S. senators
can most directly curb the man, and the
sooner they do it the better.

The Passing Of A Landmark

IIAVI\G said in the past just about
everything unkind about” the Arm-
ory-A that came to

lousy acoustics, the uncomfortable seah.
the phones ringing in the rear and foot-
ball crowds yelling outside, the poor reg-
ulation of heat and inadequate ventilation
—we should now speak kindly of the old
structure, perhaps, as one speaks kindly
of the dead.

The gaunt old structure, plain as mud
save for the fortresslike abutments
across its front, served the community
well through the years.

People had fun there. They swayed to
the rhythm of dance bands. They jeered
the rasslers and cheered the basketball-
ers. They patted their feet to the tunes
of hillbillies. They relaxed to the music
of great symphony orchestras and fine
soloists.

They profited from the Armory, also.
Religious meetings brought out the peo-
ple by the thousands. Commencement
exercises sent young graduates out into
life charged wilh new ambitions. Business
men displayed their products, and the
lessons of modern homemaking were

From The Sanford Herald

taught by demonstration.

Built for a convention of Confederate
veterans and stripped of all non-essen-
tials in order to keep the cost low, the
Armory-Auditorium finally became a ver-
satile center of the community's social,
cultural, recreational, religious and com-
mercial activities. And it detracts nothing
from the building’s role to point out that
it was used only because no other su-
perior structure was available.

Yesterday's fire, which gutted the old
building, leaves the City of Charlotte
with a problem and an opportunity.

The problem is the provision of facili-
ties for groups too small and too poor
to use the monstrous new coliseum—a
problem that may be solved by such pri-
vately-owned structures as Radio Center,
or by rebuilding the Armory, preferably
on a new site.

The opportunity is to round out the
municipal stadium into a full oval, with
a modern field house placed in the cen-
ter of the new segment, simultaneously
increasing the seating capacity and pro-
viding more adequate dressing room
facilities for athletes.

AREN'T THESE SIGNS OUT OF LINE?

I IGHWAY ftraffic signs, as we under-
stand—or understood—the system,
were designed to warn and inform the
motorist without unduly distracting his
attention. The shape and lettering or
symbols were complementarily arranged;
hexagon for Stop, diamond for Curves
and Intersections, square for Slow (is
that right?), and so on. Recognition of
the shapes is one of the things they test
you on for your driver's license. The
standard color scheme, scientifically
arrived at, was yellow and black.

Now, though, comes the State Highway
and Public Works Department with a
series of big blue and white signs
bearing “safety” slogans a la Burma
Shave ads. Typical couplet is “YOU'RE
LUCKY/TO BE ALIVE/IF YOURE
OVER/FIFTY - FIVE.”  Another says
‘WATCH THE/CURVE: AHEAD/OR
YOU'LL BE/PICKED UP DEAD.” Some-
what more subtle is “HEAVY FOOT/
LIGHT HEAD/BAD CURV E/STONE
DEAD." A monrhymer goes something
like this, “DON'T FOLLOW THE HEARSE
TOO CLOSELY/THE FLOWERS IN
THERE COULD BE YOURS.”

Are these the newest of Motor Com-
missioner Ed Scheidt's gimmicks for save
ing lives? We're a little dubious of them.
Just evading the trucks and trying to
keep up with the route markers is grim
enough business without being reminded
that the car in the rear-view mirror may
be the undertaker's. Besides, it could be
a lethal mistake to try to read one of
those Pearly Gate invitations while dodg-
ing some humorless, illiterate or just
plain defiant motorist who recognizes
neither their intent nor your right to half
the highway.

If these jingle writer's nightmares
must be a part of the roadman's burden,
however, here's one we'd like to add to
the series:

SHIFT YOUR EYES
TO THIS SIGN

GO 6 FEET DOWN
IN BOX OF PINE

How long is it going to take some
operatic tenor’s alert press agent to claim
that it's his client's high C that's shat.
tering all the windshields in the North-
west?—CoLumpia (S. C.) StATE.

/

‘That's The Way

It Looks, All

Right’

People s Platform

Letter should be brief.

The writer's pame and address must be given, but may be withheld from

publication in the discretion of the Edltors. The News reserves the right to condense.

Teach And Practice
Brotherly Love

Charlotte

Editors, The News:

I AM a white man, a rebel,
born and raised in the South
and am proud of it. When I was

s of age I read

have sy pathized with the colored
people to the extent that I have
made an intensive study of their
situation. There is no doubt in my
mind but that I will be called a
“nigger lover” but 1 have been
called many names and some
much worse than that and I've
lived through it and one more
will not make much difference.

1 have worked with colored peo-
ple and been in their homes and
ate their food and I find that the
majority are decent and respecta-
ble. Of course this is not a na-
tional coverage, but the South is
what we are dealing with. You
will find some Negroes with nasty
mean manners and you will find
the same traits in many white
people too. I could go on and
write many things on segrega-
tion and nonsegregation, but what
I wanted to comment on was a
letter in The People's Platform.

1 was shocked when I read the
letter by an apparently intelligent
person, especially the sentence,
“All this talk of brotherly love
and Christianity is just so much
talk”. Then she goes on to con-
tradict herself when she un.

e really love God-" el
would not have thought muth of
her ranting if she had stayed on
segregation, but when she at-
tached brotherly love, Christianity
and God, it ruffled my feathers
the wrong way.

I do not claim to be a Chris-
tian but I will defend it. We can't
love God unless we love His
created man.

Dear lady, may I ask how we
can love God and practice the
great command of Jesus when He

said “Love thy neighbor as thy.
seli”” and still despise the colored
man? Your neighbor is not the

people living next door to you,
but the person who does things
for you from love and a willing
heart, perhaps like the young or
elderly colored woman who comes
into your home and does the dirty
laundry and the other dirty work
of the household that you do not
want to do yourself. That is your
meighbor. The person that comes
to you in your time of need, in

sickness and grief. That is your
bor.

I say if we teach our children
the Kkind of brotherly love that
Jesus taught, instead of hatred,
there will be no inter-racial trou-
ble within a few years and our
children will grow up to be decent
men and women regardless of col-
or, without prejudice, hatred and
bitterness toward each other. No,
1 do not advocate inter-marriage,
but you can't deny the fact that
it is being done all the time, es-
pecially in the Far East

In closing let me urge both
black and white to forget their
silly prejudices and pull togeth-
er for the good of the country
and God and start practicing and
teaching brotherly love towards
each other as Jesus taught it
Teach the children love nstead
of hatred, after all they are the
leaders of our country tomorrow.
When we start doing this and let
God have His way we'll find peace
is just around the cormer. We'll
never get anywhere by silly bick-
ering and screaming civil war,
Let's face the truth. The Negro is
coming into his own. Segregation
is on the way out just like silent
movies, buggies, habble skirts and
decent clothing and we may as
well become reconciled to it.

—SIMON P. KLEPPER

Negro Vet Resents
One Writer's Views

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
IRST, I want to say that T am
a Negro, and proud to be
s0. I am a veteran of World War
IT and was wounded in action on
Jan. 1, 1945, in Belgium,

Yes, we Negroes served over-
scas during World Wars I and
IT. Some lost their lives, others
lost limbs, some froze to death.
All of this was done for Amer-
ica, the so-called country of de-
mocracy, land of the free. Web-
ster says the word “free” means:
“Able to follow one's own will;
unhampered; independent; at
liberty; immodest.” Is this a free
country?

I have just finished reading a
letter suggesting the taking up
of a collection to send one Yan-
kee and the black brothers up
North. The Yankee and Negroes
need to take up a collection to
send that letter-writer where
peaple are s civilized and
know how to s

Negroes are lar more intelli-
gent than he, and as far as being

opposed to going to school to-
gether, Negroes should be the
ones to oppose going to school
with any such dumb, low-down,
uncivilized persons.

The truth of the matter is they
just think the Negro children
will learn faster than the white,
and the Negroes will find out
how dumb some of the little
white children are.

But from some of the letters T
have been reading, you need not
be ashamed of that. Remember
the old saying—"Like father,

like son. ;
=—J. BROWN

Uninformed Radicals
Should Listen Quietly

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
Tu= bickering by radicals in
the North and South over
the recent segregation ruling of
the U. S. Supreme Court could
eventually do as much harm to
cectional morale as the Army-
McCarthy hearing is doing to
national morale.

It is unfortunate that these
uninformed elements are al-
lowed means to vent their one-
sided views in publication, but
this cannot be helped in a re-
public such as ours.

Who then can be qualified to
speak the pros and cons of the
situation? Anyone who has ever
participated in or followed de-
bating knows that one cannot
intelligently argue a subject un-
less he be adequately informed
concerning both sides of the
problem. He then chooses the
side he believes to be right and
attempts to persuade the oppo-
sition of their error.

us it is in this present sit-
nation. One who has not lived
with the racial problem of the
South cannot argue against the
stand now being taken by the
South. Neither can a southern-
er, who has never lived in non-
segregated societies, understand
the arguments put forth by per-
sons with this experience.

It is said that one who is
ignorant can appear wise among
intellectuals by keeping silent,
observing and on occasions nod-
ding the head in agreement or
disagreement.

Perhaps this also would be a
worthwhile formula for the rad-
icals of both sections who now
fill the editorial columns with
rTaptings on_segregation.

—LOUIS B, ST. JOHN

The Dien Bien Phu Pattern
May Be Repeated At Hanoi

s By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

MUCH GRAV and much

larger version of the erisis at

Dien Bien Phu is now building
up in Indochina.

The reason for this sudden, ugly
turn of events has been concealed
from the world by the French
censorship. But it can now be
stated that the Viet Minh forces
are currenlly preparing for a
massive attack on the city of Ha
noi. As e key to the Tonkin Del
oi Is the key to the whole
inese position

If this new crisis follows the ex-
pected paitern, it will raise the
question of American intervention
in the Indochinese war in the most
urgent and acute form. Indeed,
the mere prospect of new dan-
gers is_already beginning to have
that effect.

The problem now is whether to

raw @ line around the most vi-
tal area of northern Indochina,
and to say to the Communist ene-
my, “If you try to pass that line,
we shall go to the aid of the
French." It is not clear whether
the French government has for-
mally asked the American govern.
ment to lake this very serious
step. But it is certain t
possibility is being informally
cussed on a high level. The situa
tion is regarded as critical and
with good reason.

The fall of Dien Bien Phu has
already caused a severe drop in
the once superb morale of the
French  expeditionary army. It
has caused widespread demoraliza-
tion throughout the anti-Commu-
nist Viet Namese Army. And
among the civil population of
Indochina, it has been followed
by a sort of devil-take-the-hind-
most rush to come to terms with
the Communists.

L0SS COULD BE FATAL

In these circumstances, the loss
of Hanoi, coming on top of the
tragedy at Dien Bien Phu, could
easily prove fatal Even in the
South, even in Laos and Cam-
bodia, the France-Viet-Namese
forces would be greatly weak-
ened. They could hardly hold on
against the victorious Communist
regulars and the surge
dissatisfaction and terrc
hind the lines that would surely
follow another disastrous defeat.
All Indochina would probably fall.

There is a question, of course,
as to whether the attack on Han-
oi will be launched the moment
the enemy is ready. Some French
and American authorities believe
that Ho Chi Minh and Gen. Vo

GOPFears TV

Nguyn Giap will be content, at
least for a time, with threatening
to attack. The mere threat should
strongly influence French governs
mental decisions and the negotia-
tions at Geneva.

The majority of expert judges
incline to the other view, hows
ever. They think that the Com-
munist enemy  will follow the
Dien Bien Phu pattern all over
They will fight while they

negotiate, hoping to influence the
course of the negotiations by the
pressure of the battle. In that
event, the assault on Hanoi ill
probably begin before long. The
current” forecast is that the

crucial moment will come within
10 days to a fortnight. June 20
is the date most often mentioned.

If the reports from the front are
correct, the gravity of the situa-
tion can hardly be exaggerated.
The fall of Dien Bien Phu released
close to four Communist divisions,
with a great quantity of heavy ar-
tillery. These divisions are now
thought to have been much less
huﬂ\ mauled at Dien Bien Phu
than was first reported. In any
se, the intelligence is that they
i been brought up to full
strength with new recuits from
the Viet Minh's guerilla and ter-
ritorial forces

In addition, Gen. Vo Nguyen
Giap now has at least three and
perhaps five additional divisions,
which are also being marshalled
for the attack on Hanoi,

The enen movements
make a p
preparation. Supply movements
across the Chinese border are
heavier than ever, Neither supply
nor troop movements have been
seriously impeded by the small
airpower the French have avail-
able

The Vietminh were able to
maintain and provision a masse
ive effort on the scale of nearly
four divisions against remote and
all but inaccessible Dien Bien
Phu. Hence it follows they should
be able to maintain and supply a
massive assault on the scale of
eight divisions against Hanoi

The French commander in Ton.
kin, who will have to meet this
assault, is Gen. Rene Cogny. He
is a great soldier, with the sama
verve and dash that made Gen.
de Castries a world hero, and a
power of larger leadership to boot.

But at Dien Bien Phu, the flow=
er of the French army of the
delta has already been lost — 17
magnificent  battalions, mostly
drawn from Gen. Cogny's slende
er mass of maneuver.

-Watching

Women May Sour On lke

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
POTENTIALLY explosive
factor in the elections next
fall is the reaction women are
experiencing to the political cir-
cus unfolding in the Senate cau-
cus room. Once again, as in the
case of the Kefauver crime hear-
ings, the unseen audience of
housewives is apparently huge
and deeply attentive.

Since Republicans are con-
vinced thit the women voted
overwhelmingly for President
Eisenhower and made his run-
away victory possible, their con-
cern is maturally intense. The
party strategists are not worried
ahout the individual GOP sena-
tors involved—only two of these
are up this year, both from small
states.

What hothers them is the ugly
family quarrel so clearly ex-
posed, the attacks on the Presi-
dent and his appointees, the
general disorderliness of the
proceedings. It is a far remove
from the great crusade for peace
and good government which—so
they think—attracted women to
Eisenhower.

WOMEN UNDERSTAND

Women students of their sex
doubt men's cherished convic-
tion that women inherently are
more noble or more idealistic
than men. Nonetheless, it is true
that they have not been tar-
nished, in any large numbers,
by political expediency and that
they are the superior realists.
The TV viewers, female, prob-
ably understand better than the
Presldml that his control of his

wn house is threatened and
U\at it is a dangerous situation.

Even before the present hear-
ings, the National Committee
had realized it would be diffi-

cult to transfer the Eisenhower
appeal for women to the individ-
val GOP candidates this fall. In
an effort to hold women’s in-
terest and identify the President
with this year's campaign, un-
usually heavy schedules wera
laid out for the two principal
women of the staff: Bertha Ad-
kins, assistant to the chairman,
and Anne Wheaton, director of
publicity for women’s activities,

They are now west of the Mis-
sissippi on a tour which began
May 24 last and will not con-
clude until July 3. Miss Adkins®
story all along the way, in small
towns and big, is: “We are the
women who elected Fisenhow-
er; it is,up to us to give him the
Republican Congress he wants.”

Miss Adkins is going to be in
a position on her return to report
also on the other issue certain to
have great impact on how wome
en are now feeling about the gove
ernment, and that is Indochina.
The President's implicit promise
of a Korean settlement influ-
enced them in 1952. The question
now is how they feel about the
alarms and confusions regarding
Indochina.

Miss Adkins handles the Mc-
Carthy issue like her President
by refusing to deal in personal-
ities. Her whole effort is direct-
ed at establishing a continued
sense of responsibility in women
for the man they helped elect;
everything else is leaped over.

Democrats are keeping - Misg
Adkins' opposite number, Katia
Louchheim, on the road a good
deal too. Mrs. Louchheim insisty
that the Democratic women have
come home. She reports also a
great deal of indignation over
the hearings.

Diew Peasor’s — \qn Fleet For All-Out Asian War—If...

Merry-Go-Roun:

WASHINGTON

He suggested that some Chinese gen-

tine. None of fhree commission=rs oppos

(‘ EN. James Van Fleet, called home in
¥ the middle of a presidential fact-
finding mission in the Far East, has rec.
ommended reopening the Korean War, in-
vading the Chinese mainland, and un-
Jeashing atomic weapons—if. The “if” is
in case we are forced into a military
showdown over Indochina.

Van Fleet made it clear, however, that
he doesn't favor U. S. intervention in
Indnrnim except as a last, desperate
Tesort

Trmbmz behind closed doors of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Van
Fleet stressed that the fighting in Asia
should be done by Asian troops backed
by American air and sea power.

f we are drawn into the Indochina
war, Van Fleet advocated giving Syngman
Rhee the green light to attack in Korea
and turning Chiang Kai-shek'’s troops
loose on the mainland in order to keep
the Chinese Reds “engaged in many quar-
ters.

He also urged that “we should go In
with everything we've got," including
atomie _weapons.

Van Fleet also spoke favorably of back-
ing a Chinese Nationalist invasion of the
mainland regardiess of the outcome in
Indochina, though he made mo out-and-
out recommendation to this, effect.

eral now on the Communist side could
be bribed into switching their allegiance
to Chiang Kaishek. Van Fleet quoted
Chiang as predicting “mass defections™
from the Communist Army if his Natioh-
alists ever returned to the mainland.

Van Fleet admitted that Chiang's
army is growing old and needs “new
blood,” but claimed that native Formo-
sans are slowly being integrated into
the Army. For example, he cited a re-
serve program that trains 20,000 young
Formosans every four months, then re-
leases them back into civilian life.

Van Fleet also admitted that Chiang's
army is unteste

“You can't tell about an army until
it has been tested,’ he said. It had been
a mistake, he added, not to send a couple
Nationalist divisions to Korea and test
them under fire.

“Chiang's army has been trained and re-
trained. It is only now getting the equip-
ment it needs,” reported the general
whose letter from Korea in the 1852
campaign did so much to win votes for
Eisenhower,

He said we are fast approaching the
hour of decision in the Far East, though
he thought it wouldn't be tao late to
take decisive action “within the next
12 months."

Atomic Gestapo

The final straw that has made mem-
hers of the Atomic Energy Commission
see red against Chairman Adm
Strauss is a recording device installed
by Strauss at commission meetings,

In the past, commission meetings have
been informal, relaxed, and featured all
sorts of fascinating philosophical discus-
sions of the future of atomic power. To-
day they are icecold, stiff, and edgy.
Every commissioner knows that P\Pry
word he says is being recorded, and
talks as little as possible before the \\all
Street banker who has become czar of
atomic energy.

The commissioners know that since the
friends and words of Dr.J, Robert Op-
penheimer 15 years ago were used aqmn:t
him today, together with his lack of *
ihusiasm” for the hydrogen bomb, !hﬂr
words also may be used against them in
the future. So there is less and less dis-
cussion, less and Jess honest agreement.

“Today,” said one man, “we enthuse.
We are all making a record. We can only
hope that while we are making enthus
iasm, they are mnhng progress in making
bombs out in the field

Note—Phone-! llp)vmg of commissioners”
telephones by security officers on behalt
of Adm. Strauss is now onsidered rou-

ing Strauss says anything impofiant over
the telephone.

Wiretap Law

White House aides have hinted that
President Eisenhower may veto the bill
to legalize wirctapping, if the Senate
weakens it with too many restrictions.

The Senate Judiciary Committee hasn't
taken a final vote on the wiretap bill,
but it is almost certain to refuse At
torney General Brownell's request for a
free hand to tap telephones.

Many senators are afraid of their own
phones being tapped, and won't agree to
allowing wiretaps without a court order,
Others want to restrict wiretapping to the

BI.

Actually, such restrictions would make
wiretapping even more difficult than it 1s
under the present law. Today about half
the agencies in Washington tap phones,
which is- legally permissible as long as
the conversations are mot divulged., But
under a new wiretapping bill as proposed
by the Senate, a court order would be
required for every wiretap,

As a result, the White House is wor-
ried that the wiretap bill may end up
c\lrhmg more phone-tapping than it lcgal—
ize:

»
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