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Words Alone Won't Curb McCarthy

LTHOUGH they appeared on differ-
Z\ ent platforms, three top Republican
Party spokesmen put on the equivalent
of a well-timed puppet show Sunday.

At Lewiston, Maine, Presidential As-
sistant Sherman Adams told 2 graduating
class at Bates College they should be-
ware of “limelight seekers elbowing their
way” across the national scene He added:

“In all our history, there has been no
greater combination of insolence and in-
equity than the sanetimony of that group
who assumed the role of sole judge of
how to right a wrong. or who assumed the
holy right o use its awn means, however
fair or foul, to gain its end”

At New York, Gov. Thomas Dewey told
an audience assembled for cornerstone
ceremonies at Albert Einstein College of
Medicine that the United States is “al-
lowing a miserable television show in
Washington to divert the attention . . .
of the free world from the threats to its
very foundation.” He continued

“Too many of us take smear for truth,
charge for proof, opinion for fact . . .

here are people who accept insinuation
as evidence and character assassination
as excusable.”

In Washington, Attorney General Her-
bert Brownell told a graduating class at
the American University that “our sys-
tem of government” connot survive if
any person is “allowed fo set himself
above the laws of the land”, or one
branch of government is able to “usurp
powers of another branch.” He added:

The Churches Speak

EPRESENTATIVES of the Southern
Baptist Church, convening in St.
Louis, overwhelmingly adopted a resolu-
tion upholding the Supreme Court's rul-
ing in the school segregation case and
declaring that “the public school system
shall not be impaired.”

The General Assembly of the Southern
Presbyterian Church, meeting in Mon-
treat, declared that segregation of races
in the life of the church is a sin.

The three institutions of higher edu-
ration under the General Assembly’s au-
thority were opened to all races. Local
churches were asked to practice no dis-
crimination within their fellowship.

The executive council of the diocese of
North Carolina, which governs the Episco-
pal Church between conventions, passed
a resolution urging Episcopal members
to accept the Supreme Court decision “in
the Christian spirit of the brotherhood
of man.

The Baltimore Conference of the Meth-
odist Church asked church members to
cooperate in good spirit with school au-
thorities as they arrange the end of
segregation in the public schools, and
recommended admission of students of
all races to colleges supported by the
conference

The Unitarian Church of Charlotte re-
affirmed its policy of non-segregation

Thus have various churches responded
to the historic Supreme Court decision.

“We must ever be vigilant to preserve
our liberties from those who owe allegiance
to other ideologies and also from those
misguided persons whose zeal may lead
them into errors o less destructive.

If any of the three mentioned the
name of the man they were talking
about, the wire services didn't report it.
But there was no doubt that they were
carrying on the Eisenhower administra-
tion’s high-level attack against Sen. Jo-
seph Raymond McCarthy.

We can understand President Eisen-
hower's reluctance to get into a name-
calling contest with the senator, and we
have approved of his policy of talking
about the broad principles threatened by
McCarthyism instead of about the man
But this indirect fire by lesser officials
like Adams, Dewey and Brownell isn't
very effective. If their purpose is to cut
McCarthy down to size, they could put
their time to better use by persuading
the Senate Republican leadership to
bring to a vote Sen. Flanders' resolution
censuring McCarthy for contempt and
refusing to give him any committee
chairmanship until he answers questions
about his personal finances raised in a
1952 investigation.

Watching this puppet-like drama, one
almost expects to see a fourth character
pop out on the stage saucily chanting:
“Sticks and stones may break my bones.
but words can never hurt me” If
Messrs. Adams, Dewey and Brownell
haven't yet learned that about McCarthy,
they haven't learned anything.

Out On Segregation

Some churches had taken similar stands
before the decision had been handed
down. The Congregational-Christians of
North Carolina and Virginia, for example,
declared at their biennial session in April
that “in the event the Supreme Court
rules that segregation in the public
schools is unconstitutional, the ruling
chould be received in good faith and the
system of public schools maintained on
a nonsegregated basis.”

Last year Catholic Bishop Vincent S
Waters ordered the merger of white and
Negro Catholic churches in Newton
Grove, N. C. He said that segregation
was a product of darkness, and “the time
has come for it to end.”

The above list is by no means a com-
plete one. But it is representative enough
to illustrate one of the most significant
aspects of the segregation issue. Church
members are finally and rapidly doing
what many of their leaders have urged
them to do for many years

A Southern Presbyterian elder summed
up the views of many churchmen whqn
he said “the great sin of our church is
that we have not led on so great an issue
as this. The secular world has led—where
‘we have not."

It is never too late for leadership to
assert itself. Now that the churches are
moving into a leadership role, theirs is a
great opportunity. For above all else,
solution of the problems ahead will re-
quire application of Christian principles.

A Generation Of Young Stoics

HE 10-year-old, having fixed his own
breakfast, was half way through the
morning paper, i. e., he had finished the
comics and was in the process of looking
over the front page. The conversation
went something like this:
“Daddy, did you know about the air
raid yesterday?”

0

“Well, they had one, it says here. More
than 40 American cities were wiped out
and over seven million Americans were

killed.”
“Golly.”
“Daddy, if we lose {hat many people
v often, we'll be weaker than the

You didn't read that story
did you? Wasn't it a ‘mock’
fest with everything staged and people
just going through the motions to prac-
tice for a real air raid?"

“Oh. That’s different. I thought it was
a real raid”

And then he put down the paper and
went to let the dog out

It had all been very casual and matter
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of fact, and the unreality of it wasn't
apparent at first. Then, slowly, the pic-
ture came clear and the sleepy father
put down his cup of coffee and stared off
into space.

A generation of youngsters, he re-
flected. growing up with the atomic and
hydrogen bombs, so accustomed to jets
streaking overhead that they no longer
look up, almost immune from repeated
exposures to the flaming and dramatic
war scenes in movies and on television
and in the magazines, kids who play at
zooming off in space where they do
battle with ray guns against imaginary
monsters from their high-powered rocket
ships—kids, in brief. so inured to the
alarms of wars and threats of wars that
the news of an air raid wiping out 40
cities and killing seven million people
makes virtually no impression.

There were simpler days, when the
discovery of a school of knottyheads in
the pasture creek or a vein of fools gold
along the bank would have brought
shouts of elation. Would it ever be like
that again?

GETTING HELP

“I'M GOING to see if I can get some-

body to help me. . "

A grown man used the term

A boy used the term.

A girl used the term.

A distraught widow used the term

All these expressed intentions related
to money to meet immediate needs

A man needed somebody to “tail him
up"* because he was behind with a pay-
ment on his automobile

Meanwhile he had only recently re-
turned from an extended pleasure trip
into New Mexico. He had bought new
clothes for this venture. He spent money
generously. Almost every night he drive:
out to the roadside drive-in restaurants
and frequently treats his friends. He's
a hale fellow well met

A successful banker and business man
mot long ago, when a public body was

L

about to spend money that wasn't too
conveniently available, and was sort of
fringe necessity, if any, stood up and
quoted what he said was an old Chinese
proverh:

“The best place to find a helping hand
is at the end of your arm.”

These people who habitually can keep
their personal budget balanced, can keep
accounts paid up and enjoy a respectable
credit record will know what that means.

(“Refers to an old custom of getting
an old, poor, thin cow by the tail and
helping her to her feet. )

Frank Chodorav, author and lecturer,
has written a provocative book: “The
Income Tax: Root of all Evil.” He may
have something, if he can show there
was no evil before there were income
laxes.—NEW ORLEANS STATES,

Rich Get Tax Cuts While
Debt Grows And War Looms

By DORIS

WASHINGTON
N THE most extraordinary of
its various reversals of its
campaign promises, the Eisen-
hower administration is prepar-
ing for the fifth time to finance a
tax cut out of its budgetary de-
ficit.

The new tax bill is euphonious-
ly termed by its sponsors a “re
vision of the tax code.” That re-
vision was overdue is not dis
puted. However, the kind of rev
sion approved by the House and
about to be sent to the floor by
the. Senate Finance Committee
both entails substantial losses in
revenue and estabishes tech.
niques whose effects not even the
experts can adequately forecast

It foll four previous tax
culs a
House did not fight: the expira-
tion of the excess profits tax, a
cut in corporate taxes, a cut in
income taxes and a billion dollar
cut in excises.

As of now it appears that the
new measure will glide through
an election-conscious  Congress,
Yet every member of Congress
knows that before he can go home
he will have to vote on a request
by Secretary of the Treasury
Humphrey lo raise the national
debt limit. Furthermore he will
be morally bound to vote yes,
since Congress will have ap-
proved the tax cuts which made
the budget deficit inevitable.
DISCREET SILENCE

Republican orators
deal about the administration’s
budget economies. When they
praise the tax cuts they are dis-
creetly silent about the inevita-
ble effects on the same budget.

Furthermore, during its tax-
cutting spree the administration
is talking about enlarging the
war and is emphasizing the per-

Ik a great

FLEESON
ilous times we live in. And it has
made clear at Geneva that

the present shrinking American
military establishment—where Ei-
senhower economies chiefly oe-
curr overly impress
the Russians and Chinese Reds.
Obviously it would have fo be
increased instantly if the world
situation got worse

Nor is the White House at all
sure that the present economic
u?turn is either sufficient or dura-

e

Informed senators do not dis-
pute the fiscal risks of the Ei-
senhower course which they have
signally failed to criticize. They
know that in a time of crisis the
rich are getting major tax bene-
fits. They are aware of the un-
comfortable resemblance to the
well — and unfavorably — known
French system of finance under
which the rich have largely es-
caped laxes no matter how deep
the country’s troubles.

In contrast, the British, Ger-
mans and Canadians have been

handling their finances the hard
way. Italy tends to follow the
French.

Actually there is beginning to
be evident in the halls of Con-
gress an uneasy suspicion that the
tax-cutting jamboree is going too
far, election or no election. If
the President decided to call a
halt, he would be surprised at the
bipartisan support he could mus-
er.

One of the last Republican sec-
retaries of the treasury, the late
Andrew Mellon, was a famous
tax-cutter too, and he was bit-
terly criticized for the “favors™
he did his fellow-rich. At least,
however, he gave them lax fa-
vors out of a budget surplus, not
a deficit.

You Remain A Youth—Rest
Of The World Grows Old

By ROBERT C. RUARK

(OTA WEIRD and not especial-

ly pleasant sensation when
read that young Gary Crosby was
taking over as replacement for his
old man's show this summer. First
tlought was, “What do they mean
by putting that child to work?"
and I reached for the phone Lo
call the juvenile labor people.

But, Lord bless you, son, I sud-
denly remembered that the Cros-
Ly heir is twice as big as Bing,
old enough to vote, and more than
cld enough to earn his living. Toen
1 sat down quickly and caugit
my breath.

You can't fool me, there's a
thief in the house. Somebody's
Leen stealing that time. I just
didn't get away on its own mo-
mentum. Everybody’s gotten old
but me. Even Margaret O'Brien
is looking a little wilted these
days.

Was rummaging through some
old clothes the other day and
came onto my sailor suit. Tried it
on. Fit fine — even a little luose.
But then the horrid thought came.
whang! that I bought the thing 12
years ago this month, this same
month when, some 19 years ago,
they gave me a diploma and
kicked me out into the world
What happened to all those days”
BING ABOUT THE SAME

Crosby senior doesn't look a
great deal older, Bing never had
any hair, anyhow. Gary Cooper
and Clark Gable don't look any
older, bar a little distinguished
gray and a bag or two. But Shir-
ley Temple is working her way

toward grandma-hood, and Jackie
Cooper is a middle-aged actor.
and most of my oldest friends ar
crowding that
T'm the baby of the group.

I've still got some hair. but a
friend sent me some fishing pic-
tures the other day, and *he sun
was flashing off a bald spot as
big as a soup plate. My scalp
looked like that of a monk who
has been freshly tonsured. Sure-
ly, that vast expanse of skin can-
not belong to me, a mere boy.

For some time I thought that a
vitamin deficiency was turning my
mustache blonde.” Blonde, my foot
Them's gray hairs, Buster, and I
either got to swipe some of
Mama's eyebrow pencil or else
content myself with being a Man
of Distinction, so far's the lip
foliage is concerned.

But where has it all gone? What
happened to all those days, and
the hours that make tie days®

The thing that really stops you
is you don't actually feel any old-
er than you felt when you were
scurrying around a campus cr
hustling paste pots in a newspa-
per office or running a gun crew
in a war that's grown old and
musty in the archives.

YOU remain a youth. The rest
of the world grows old

And for the first time I can un-
derstand why women falsify their
ages. Jt is ridiculous to be fat
and 40, when, inside the whalebone
stays, a blithe spirit is still filling
her spring prom evenizs with
late, late dates.

What's The Answer?

Can You Get 4 of the

1. Are workers in businesses
with fewer (han eight employes
excluded from unemployment in-
surance in all the states?

2. The chess champion of the
world is a German, Russian, Pole,
Cuban, Hungarian, or East In-
dian”

3. Sen. Ralph E. Flanders, who
has likened Sen. McCarthy to Hit-
ler, is a New England Republi-
can, a New York Democrat, a
Southern Democrat, or a Western
Republican?

4. One, two, three, four or all
of the Dionne quintuplets in Can-
ada have taken steps to become

nuns”
5. The U. S. steel industry so

Drew Pearson’s

far this year has been producing
at a higher or at a lower rate
than for the same period last
year, or at about the same rate?

6. Does the equator cover wa-
ter or land for most of its length?

7. Pondicherry is the name of
(a) a new cocktail, (b} a cherry-
colored pond lily, fc) a French
colony in India, or (d) a variety
of cherry tree?

THE ANSWERS

1. No, such workers are covered

in some states
A Russian (Botwinnik)

3. A New England Republican
(from Vermont)

4. One (Marie!,

5 At a lower rate.

Water.
7. French colony in India.

People’s Platform

Letier should be brief. The writer's name and mddress must be given, but may be withheld from
publication im

the discretion of the Edlters. The News reserves the

Senate Can Act On
Two McCarthy Issues

Monroe

Editors, The News:
SEN. McCarthy has been lied
about for such a long time
both by syndicated columnists and
editorialists that many good-
hearted pecple have come o be-
lieve the worst of him. The oppor-
tunity now presents itsell for the
truth or falsity of the allegations
concerning him to be made known.
The Senate of the United States
has the authority to either re-
move McCarthy from chairman-
ship of the committees he heads,
or to abolish those committees.
At present there are two issues
vpon which the Senate can act.
(1) McCarthy's declaration that
despite Truman's directive of 1948
denying to congressional commit.

is the fact that the Supreme Court
Justices seemed to be totally ig-
norant of the fact that certain
forces are at work in our na-
tion to divide and destroy.

It is one thing to carry out the
law to the letter. It is another
thing to carry it out in spirit. A

ou can lead &
but you can’t
make him drink."

1 believe that non-segregation
is contrary to the laws of God.
I believe that it is a serious mis-
take to attempt to eliminate the
differences between people instead
of recognizing and conciliating
the differences. 1 believ., at the
same time, that all Americans
should have equal opportunities
and rights

1 believe that whites and Neg-
roes alike will make greater prog-
ress and achieve far greater hap-

ces the
loyalty of individuals in the execu-
tive department, he was going to
continue to get that information.

(2) Sen. Flanders' motion con-
cerning McCarthy's personal life.

If Sen. McCarthy is wrong in
either of these two cases, it is
the duty of our elected senators
ta shear him of any congression-
al power he now holds, These sen-
ators are in direct contact with
McCarthy and are in a much pet-
ter position to evaluate his ac-
tions than are columnists or edi-
torialists. Il he is an evil in-
fluence as pictured by many who
mold public opinion, the Senate
can and will render him igpotent.

On the other hand, if the Sen-
2le fails to take action on Mc-
Carthy, it must be assumed that
(as in the Army charges against
kim) his detractors have painted
2 (otally false or greatly exag-
gerated picture.

Let us all put our trust and con-
fidence in our elected representa-
tives by supporting their judge-
ment on Sen. McCarthy.

—PETER J. KING

Christians Must
Speak Boldly

Lditors, The News

I.‘l TIMES like these, Christians
must speak boldly and free-

ly, and at the same time be

realistic in making a distinction

between what is Christian and

what is un-Christian.

Today there are many people
in our nation who say it is un-
Christian to maintain segrega-
tion of the races. In this cate-
gory we find many who are sin-
cere in their belief that non-seg-
regation is in conformity with
Christian ethics and principles. In
this same category. however, are
many agilalors who profess to
believe that mon - segregation
should be effectuated but who,
deep down in their hearts, know
that it is mot uncChristian lo
practice segregation. They know
that there is a vast difference
between segregation and discrim-
ination. The latter group includes
some who have migrated into the
southern states in recent years,
and 1 believe there might be
found strong evidences of Com-
munist infiltration into many of
our religious and educational in-
stitutions as well as in our busi-
ness and industrial institutions.

There has been a promiscuous
application of the word *intoler-
ant” to many well-intentioned in-
dividuals who attempt to take is-
sue with advocates of liberaliza-
tion with respect (o inter-racial
activities. It now appears likely
that many other good American
citizens will become the target
of organzations such as the
NAACP and other organized
groups which seek to undermine
and destroy the heritage of the
American people.

Booker T. Washington, one of
the nation's great Negro leaders,
once said that the races can be
as one in all things that are good
for the economic, cultural and
spiritual advancement of the na-
tion but as separate as the fin-
gers on the hand in all things
that are purely social. No great-
er words of wisdom were ever
spoken by a human being

The recent decision of the Su
preme Court declaring segrega-
tion illegal was the only decision
that could have been arrived at
through a judicial interpretation
by the advice of psychalogists,
high government officials, theolo-
gists, theorists, and many others.

It is tragic that the issue upon
which they were forced to decide
is a social problem and not a
moral problem. Still more tragic

Charlotte

piness by

but it is time that discrimination
be eliminated. The Negro should
be able to enter any public place
with suitable arrangements made
for his accommodation. This would
include public restaurants, thea-
ters, ete. As for public schools,
there should be no interrningling
except in the institutions of high-
er learning, and then only in those
cases where the Negro might find
it impossible o obtain equivalent
education in institutions of their
own. As for intermingling in the
churches, it is my considered
opinion that any church would be
quite within the realm of realism
il it clected to set aside a cer-
tain section for the accommoda-
tion of those who care to attend
Otherwise, such mixing would not
be conducive to the best inter-
ests of all concerned.

1 believe in adhering to the laws
of our nation. 1 also believe in
state rights. Further, I believe
that the laws of God are superior
to_the laws of man.

This is a free country. If there
are among us those who have
been transplanted from other
areas of our nation and who are
unhappy in our midst, 1 would
suggest to them that there are
many modes of travel which will
return them to theirnative habitat
The same applies to natives of
the South who find the South's
way of life untenable.

Likewise, if there are other
areas of our nation which can of-
fer the Negro more and better
advantages, then it seems to me
that he should want to take up
residence in those areas. In fact,
any man usually goes where he
can do best for himself and his
family.

As a final thought, I should like
to suggest that we can change
the world only when we change
the hearts of men. If the religious
institutions of our land will em-
bark upon a positive program for
the future instead of dwelling upon
a grand summary of the past,
there will be no racial problems,
and we all will advance harmon-
fously towards the Kingdom of

It is time for the Christian con-
science to awaken and put on the
‘whole armor of God

—BEN M. BETTS

Mixing Is Unchristian,

Communistic, Wrong
Goldsboro

Editors, The News

N Y DEAR friends of North

Carolina, and of our great
American country, we are living
in perilous times, the times that
the Apostle Paul spoke of in 11
Timothy the 3rd chapter verse 1

“This know also that in the last
days perilous times shall come "
My iriends, the Bible is fulfilling
fast. Today we are living in a con
fused world with the spirit of anti-
Christ, or to make it more sim-
ple, communism is raging in our
cities and communities in which
we_live.

Christ spoke these words in
Matthew the 24th chapter the
24th verse: "For there shall arise
false Christ and false prophets,
and shall shew great signs and
insomuch that if it were
they shall deceive the

That time is at hand, the devil
is going about as a roaring lion
seeking whom he may devour,
and he is making a greal suc-
cess,

He came out with
callld a new Bible and didnt
make too much suctess, so now
he is trying to ceceive the peo-
ple with the abolition of segrega-
tion, and he is making great suc-
cess, insomuch that out of 1900

what he

right o condense.

of our Baptist ministers that were
present at the Southern ist
Convention, only 50 voted against
it, but 1 thank God for those 50.

1 was not present at the eon-

have ¥
had the nerve to ask the people
to follow the spirit of Christ, when
Christ is not the author of such
an act as this. My Bible tells
me in the 14th chapter of 1
Corinthians the 33rd verse: “For
God is not the author of confu
sion but of peace, as in all
churches of the saints.” And the
ones that will back such a thing
are just as guilty as the ones
that started it

You may say: Well what is
wrong with mixing the Negroes
and the white people. Everything
is wrong with it.

In the first place, it is wrong
becm::ie it is contrary to the will

Second, it is wrong because
communism is the root of it.

‘Third, it wrong because ft
will cause a revolution in our
country.

Fourth, it is wrong because the
Negroes have good schools and
churches.

Fifth, it is wrong because the
Negroes are better satisfied as
they are.

—Rev. C. L. SMITH
Calvary Baptist Church

A Paradox Noted
In Some Letters

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
I\ view of the many letter criti-
cising your stand, may I say
that I am proud that there is a
paper here in the Bible Belt which
stands up for those principles set
forth in the most elementary un-
derstanding of the New Testa-
ment. It is paradoxical that those
wlhose letters heretofore recked
with Biblical platitudes are now
exponential of the most vicious
racism.

If we are lo have unity in thig
great land of ours, we must re-
spect its laws. It is unfortunate
that the American people watched
@ senator lose his temper and ad.
vise millions of workers to dis-
obey his country's laws,

~STANLY KRAMER

Block Voting May

Become Necessary

Charlotte
Editors, The News
NOTICE that some of your
readers have become angry
and quit reading your paper be-
cause you give both sides space
1o express their opinion on the
erding of segregation in the
South

I think you are to be compli-
mented for publishing ~letters
written by both white and colored
expressing how they feel aver so
vital a question as the ending of
segregation in the South. In a
democracy both sides should have
a right to express themselves
ly on any question of public in-
terest. Otherwise, this could not
be a free country

1 am strongly in favor of keep-
ing segregation as the best means
of good race relations for both
black and white. With segrega-
tion we cannot cross over the
color line any more than the col-
ored man can cross over on our
side of the segregated line. That
keeps white people in their place,
and colored peaple in theirs, and
often saves friction by trouble-
makers of both races.

1 believe the South is right in
fighting for states rights, so that
the majority of her citizens can
rule their own selves without in-
terference from federal dictating
in Washington, But the southern
people are going to have to unite
and quit voting only one way if
they are to save the South. If the
Negroes do block voting to gain
their end, then the white people
may have to unite, Democrats
and Republicans alike, and do
some block voting toe in order to
prevent the Negro voters from
holding the balance of power as
they do in the North.

I hope a thing like that will
never have to come to pass, but
if it does, T am ready fo switch
my vote to either party that of«
fers the most to the South and
will preserve and maintain our
southern way of life.

~RALPH CONNELLY

Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
().\F. development that contributed to
the overwhelming defeat of the
Republican administration was the power
of scandals. A Senate investigation of
the Federal Power Commission and big
utility lobbying showed how powerful in-
fluences had been working to gobble up
choice water and dam sites throughout
the nation.

Public reaction to this steal not only
contributed to Herbert Hoover's defeat
but led to the governmentowned dams
and REA power system of Roosevelt's
days.

Today a similar situation seems to be
brewing inside another agency which also
controls some of the most prized natural
resources of the nation — the Federal
Communications Commission.

Just as there are only a limited num-
ber of rivers and damsites which ean be
harnessed for electric power, so also
there are only a limited number of wave
lengths in the ether that can be harnessed
for television. But the people who get
there first and the people who get the
most powerful wave lengths not only
make a lot of money but help to control
the thought, the political ideas, and the
education of the United States,

Hence some of the most powerful lob-
bies in Washington have been buiit up

around the Federal Communications Com-
mission,

Simultaneously, the FCC has become
one of the most subservient to big inter-
ests in Washington.

Secret Gravy

For instance, only a few weeks after
the Eisenhower administration took of-
fice. the seven members of the FCC
quietly and magnanimously handed out
an eight per cent telephone rate in-
crease to the telephone company without
even holding hearings. The public hid no
notice of the action. Consumers had no
opportunity to testify. The FCC simply
doled out the gravy, almost in secret,
then announced it.

The telephone company, of course, 13
almost a complete monopoly. Another
monopoly, Western Union, is now being
permitted to close various offices all over
the nation, with little supervision from
the FCC

However. the most scandalous ladling
out of gravy involves TV licenses.

Fortunately, some Republican senators
have seen the danger, and a Senate com-
mittee headed by Sen. Potter of Michigan
is at work investigating—in contrast to
the hush-hush policies of the Hoover ad-
ministration.

Fortunately, also, some of the big TV
owners realize that the public reaction
to too much monopoly is bound to be
government ownership, just as the re-
action to the water power scandal of
H, ‘s day was government building
of dams and government transmission of
electricity. Some TV operators are far-
sighted enough to realize that too much
monopoly might lead to a system similar
to that in England—complete government
control of broadeasting.

Republicans are also fortunate in that
certain Democrats have profited im-
mensely from the weak-kneed tactics of
the wire-pulling FCC commissioners.

The Drop-Out Scandal

One of the worst FCC scandals is the
ladling out of TV licenses by what is
called “drop-outs.” This is a neat device
whereby you can apply for a TV license
at about 5 p.m. on a Tuesday evening
and get your license granted at 10 a.m
Wednesday.

You have to apply on a Tuesday night
because the commission meets Wednes
day morning to hand out licenses. And if
you apply before 5 p.m. Tuesday, a com-
petitor is likely to hear what you are up
{o and thwart your game.

What happens is this. If two competi-
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tors are applying for a TV license in the
same town there is a public hearing with
the FCC hearing both sides. But il you
buy your competitor out, or if you quietly
combine, this is called a “drop-out,” after
which you can slip in before the FCC at
5 pm. Tuesday and file a new applica-
tion showing that there is no competition
for a TV license in your city.

Then on Wednesday morning, the FCC
will hand you a TV license which, if it's
a “very high frequency” and a strong
enough wave length, is a literal pot of
gold.

The FCC gives no consideration as fo
what's good for the community or what
kind of programming job you will do,
or whether the license increases the com«
munications monopoly in that area. It
just ladles out the pot of gold.

And especially when TV licenses wers
unfrozen in July, 1952, the ladling was
faster and more indiscriminate than ever,
This was the period when Minority Leader
Sen. Lyndon Johnson of Texas copped
off the rich TV license for his wife in
Austin. The Johnson family already had
a profitable radio station, but now have
an even more profitable TV station—
which is something the Republicans are
keeping up their sleeve in case the polit-
ical counterattacking becomes too hot.




