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The Men Of Dien Bien Phu

plan of direct military assistance for the
besieged garrison

Uncertainty, the gnawing kind, over
the psychological results of the defeat,
not only in France but all over South-
east Asia . . .

Memories of Munich and Bataan and
the “loss” of China . . .

Humiliation at the awareness that the
enBien Phu were really fight-

JOST Americans, we suspect, heard
]\ the news of the capture of Dien
Bien Phu with mixed emotions . . .

Admiration for the courage and stam-
ina of the French and Vietnamese troops
who ‘held off the screaming hordes of
Communists for two months, who stood
up without breaking under the incessant
artillery and mortar fire from the hills
eround their fortress .. .

‘Womderment that the men at Dien
Bien Phu had the stomach to fight at all
with a government at home weakened
by dissension, and with military strate-
gists who had served them badly by
g them out in such an untenable
position.

Dismay that the free world, after the
historic example in Korea and the subse-
quent talk of “united action” in Indo-
china had been unable to agree on a

AtLast, The Seaway

THE proposal to construct the St. Law-
rence Seaway was first advanced
serfously in 1895.

1t has had the support of Presidents
Wilson, Harding, Coolidge, Hoover,
Roosevelt, Truman and Eisenhower.

It has been backed by business, in-
dustrial and agricultural interests in the
Midwest, and fought by railroads, At-
lantic and Gulf ports, coal producers
and private power utilities.

All arguments for it and all arguments
against it were used and re-used over the
years until they were worn thin,

Yet, until this week, a bill to enable
the United States to join Canada in con-
strueting the seaway could never get by
Congress. On Thursday, the House voted
for a measure previously approved by
the Senate. Now only minor details must
be ironed out in a conference committee
before the bill is signed into law.

President Eisenhower's insistence on
fhe seaway as a national defense need
finally tipped the scales in its favor.
The President has voiced concern over
the depletion of the Mesabi Range iron
ore reserves in the Lake Superior re:
gion. In Labrador, there are vast new
iron ore fields ready to be tapped. The

men at
ing for us . .

Concern. for the survivors, if there be
any, who face cruelty and torture and
brain-washing. . . .

Determination that somehow their sac-
rifice will be atoned.

Yes, Dien Bien Phu has fallen. But the
gallant fight will not have been in vain
if the epic display of raw courage re-
news the faith of the free world in the
cause of human freedom, and creates
the will to resist further Communist ag
gression.

Nears Reality

seaway will permit the cheap transporta-
tion of this ore to the steelmaking cen-
ters of the Great Lakes area.

Another barrier was removed when
the generation of power was separated
from the seaway project. Congress did
this recently by authorizing the State
of New York to join with the province
of Ontario to construct a 600 million dol-
lar hydroelectric project at the site of
the swift rapids near Ogdensburg, N. Y.

Proponents of the seaway believe that
its construction will cause a major in-
dustrial and commercial revolution
throughout the Midwest, and they are
quite likely correct. Transportation is
one of the most dominant factors gov-
erning the industrial development of any
area, and the seaway will cause a basic
change in the transportation pattern of
the area it traverses.

Canada was all set to go ahead with
unilateral construction of the seaway,
a proposition that found favor with a
good many Americans. It will be better
in the long run, we believe, to make it
a joint venture, thus cementing even
more tightly the bonds that have held
the two great North American nations
together. F}

Let 'Em Eat Each Other Up

I‘.ICCARTHYESZ\I fs coming home to
roost. The senator and his follow-
ers, long suspicious of those who opposed
them, are now getting suspicious of
each other.

In the current Washington hearing,
the senator has denounced and ques-
tioned the motives of several persons
who formerly supported him.

‘The current issue of HEADLINES, pub-
lished by Joseph P. Kamp's Constitutional
Educational League Inc, attacks Cou
TERATTACK, another right-wing publica-
tion.

recently and the delegates got Into a big
hassle. One of the “‘patriots™ was Sally
Stratton, who writes a syndicated col-
umn, She reported that while everybody
agreed that the U. S. ought to get out
of the U. N., abolish the draft, repeal
the income tax amendment and pass the
Bricker amendment, other issues created
pandemonium.

“There was bitter wrangling and
name calling,” she wrote. “Delegates ac-
cused each other of being hatchet men
. .. I see little hope for the success of
such an orzanization where the founda-
tion is built upon suspicion, selfishness
and jealousy.”

We think the superpatriots should
have another convention soon. Perhaps
that way they will quit bothering rea-
sonable folks and, like Pogo's ac.
cuaintances Semor Macaroni and Joe
Malarkey. who remarkablv resembled a
couple of senators, go off in a corner
of the swamp and eat each other up.

On To The Moon And Mars
. EVEREST has been scaled, the

l\ sound barrier broken, the atom
split. Fliers have beat the sun across the
continent. Pole vaulters have cleared 15
feet and more. One by one, the difficult
goals which man set for himself have
been reached.

This week yet another was attained
No longer will high school cindermen
dream their dreams of becoming the
first man to run the four minute mile.
The honor went, Thursday night, to a
lanky English medical student, Roger
Bannister timed at 3:59:4 in Oxford.

His reaction was similar to that of oth-
er “firsters”. Like Hillary and Tensing,
who topped Mt. Everest a year ago, he
was humble, modest.

ven CounteraTTAcK Helped Foes of
McCarthy and McCarthyism”, charges
HeaoLivgs. “By building up certain
Socialist Reds it helped the cause of
Marxism, and by suppressing certain
items which would have exposed Red in-
filtration and techniques it contributed
a bit to the success of communism "
One of the right-wing organizations,
the Congress of Freedom, met in Omaha

“I think,” he said, “the four-minute
mile has been overrated” And like the
mountain climbers, he pointed out that
it was others who made his victory pos-
sible. “T could not have done it without
Chataway and Brasher” who led him at
a fast pace for the first three laps.
Which was precisely the same thought
Hillary and Tensing expressed when
they were pressed to say which man
reached the top first.

And so it goes, man helping man, as
records fall and new fields are explored.
And there are many more “Everests”
and “four minufe miles” On to the
moon, Mars, cancer cures, the seven foot
high jump, and peace.

At 70, HST
Is Mellow
And Confident

By DORIS FLEESON
WASHINGTON

THE MAN from Independence
always wore a soft collar and
his 70th birthday finds him with
his faith comfortably intact, his
&pirit free and his roots.as stead-
fastly as ever anchored deep in
American earth.

Harry Truman, having reached
the Biblical allotment of three
score and ten, has mellowed un-
der his new freedom. To those
who come to him for counsel and
advice he preaches his confi
dence in the ultimate good judg-
ment of the American people.

“Let the river run its course,"
he says. “Trust the American
people.”

Mr. Truman’s lack of bitterness
is the more remarkable because
of the sharpness of the attacks
upan him, which continue to a
lessened degree to this day. His
relaxed attitude and good humor
arise mot so much from senti-
mentality as from his admitted
shrewdness as a down-t o-earth
politician who once made one of
the greatest comebacks in Amer-
ican political history.

STILL A FORCE

What he thinks and says is of
importance because he is still a
Tiving force in national politics, a
fact as disagreeable to some Dem-
ocrats as it is to Republicans.

While avoiding personalities,
the former President does not
keep it precisely a secret'that he
believes a certain poetic justice
is at work in the present troubles
of the Republican administration.
They are doing badly, he says
biuntly.

For example, he sees in Presi.
dent Eisenhower's difficulties in
Indochina a reflection of the same
baleful problems beset him in
China and Korea. And he adds
with a wry smile

““The President can be very cer-
tain 1 won't take a trip to Indo-

china."

Still jealous of the dignity of the
body in which he enjoyed his hap-
piest time of public service, he

HARRY S. TRUMAN

concedes a wide area of agree-
ment with Republicans when it
comes to the McCarthy-Army
hearings.

“It is one of the most disgraces
ful things that ever happened in
the Senate,” he says crisply

“But the fact that it's public,
e it had to happen

You know, the gre
thing Lincoln ever said was: 'You
can fool all the people some of

the t nd some of the people
all o ime. but you can't fool
all the peaple all the time,'
“When the people know the
facts they cant be fooled. That's
why I made my whistle stop cam-

paign
Mr. Truman, who personally
fooled all the political prophets

—and loves to recall it—person-
ally declines to be one.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

House the other day, they

Every time

appointed
Congressman Jere Cooper of Tennessee
10 issue a press statement that their con-
ference with Eisenhower was amicable,
Actually, it was just the opposite.

the congressmen tried to
get down to brass tacks regarding the
reappointment of Gordon Clapp as TVA

“It'sa like in the politics, Signore. . . ¥oustanda here, she leans to left, you standa
there, she leans to the right, it all depend where you stand. , .

Southeast Asia First Payment

The Cost Of Surrender

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

THE place was “Kings House,”
the Victorian mansion of the
Governor General of Malaya. The
time was less than six months
ago. The speaker was Gen. Sir
Gerald Templer, the brilliant lead-
er who turned the tide in the
struggle against Malaya's Com-
munist guerillas.

“You want to know how a Cor-
munist victory in Indochina will
affect the situation here,” said Sir
Gerald with a certain grimness.
“Well, I can tell you that very
easily. Within a short time after
a Communist victory in Indochi-
na, I shall have a major war on
my hands here in Malaya.”

*But just what do you mean by
that?” he was asked.

“I can easily tell you that, too,"
he replied, with still greater gri
ness. “All the doubters here will
doubt mo longer, The support for
the jungle guerillas, which we have
managed to cut almost to nothing,
will immediately and very great-
1y increase. We shan't be able to
stop it
‘FATHER MAO COMING'

“And, by the same token, the
morale of the Communists, both
guerrillas and the underground,
is now at rock bottom, but it will
immediately go to a new high.
After all, their slogan is, ‘Father
Mao is coming to give us the vic-
tory.' Even last year, at the time
of the Communist invasion of Laos,
we could see the reaction to a
Communist success in Indochina
on a small scale but very plainly
But you talk of a real victory—of
Indochina being actually surren-
dered to the Communists.

“Well, my best estimate is that
before very long 1 would need
three additional British divisions
to prevent the Malayan sitvation
from geiting thoroughly out of
control. 1 think it's justifiable to
call that a major war—especial-
ly as the British divisions don't
exist.”

So spoke Sir Gerald, biting off
the last words with visible dis-
taste. When he talked last No-
vember to one of these reporters,
his forecast was hypothetical and
remote. Today this Templer fore-
cast has assumed the highest,
most immediate and the hardest
practical importance. For a sur-
render of Indochina to the Com-
munists is clearly in the making.

country

electr

said

that this policy should apply to the whole

He was then asked if he felt that the
theory of state or local control of hydro-
power should apply in cases where
a river ran through a number of states,
as_in the Tennessee Valley.

Tke replied that a “local partnership”
(between private power companies and
municipalities) was the best solution. He
he had received “several” letters
from private power companies complain-

ey.

The practical outlook is plain.

Nothing can prevent a surrend-
er, any longer, except direct
American intervention in the In-
dochinese fight. 1t will not be
called the surrender of Czechoslo-
vakia to Hitler. But it will amount
to a surrender all the time; and
it is time to count its cost.

The desperate danger in Ma-
laya that Templer so succinctly
cescribed is only one item in the
price that will have to be paid.

In Indonesia, for example, the
Communists are a small minority,
yet they have deeply penetrated
ruling party of Indonesia, the
Nationalists. In recent months, a
most hopeful tendency has devel-
cped, for the wiser Nationalists to
1ebel against the Communist al-
liance. A function of these anti-
Communist Nationalists with the

powerful Moslem party, the Mas-
jumi, has become a very likely
this

line-up,
Indonesia
the threat of

prospect. By
disordered,
can be saved
Communism
But the hopeful Indonesian
trend will be reversed if the
forces of freedom in Asia sub-
mit to a decisive defeat in Indo-
china, Surrender in Indochina,
which is one key to southern
Asia, will give Indonesia to the
Communists in the end.
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Quote, Unquote

The first signs of spring fill a
man with many thoughts—the re-
generation of life, the coming of
hope after a period of despair, fhe
eternal possibility that this year
his golf score will be better than
it was last year —Greenwood
(Miss.) Commonwealth.

One thing about hiding the eggs
for the kiddies at Easter—it's
about the only way you can find
the last few of those you hid last
year.—Florida Times-Union.

A capsule definition on eco-
nomics which might well be read
with interest in Washington was
recently coined by the chairman
of a Negro farm meeting. “If our
outgo exceeds our income,” he
said, “the wupkeep will be our
downfall."” — Savannah Morning
News.

the United States and the increase of lung
cancer,” says Dr. Ochsner. “Both go up
about the same degree
has outstripped every other type of can-
cer in recent years
attempt to blame air pollution, but I'm
sure air pollution has nothing to do with
it . . . Washington University in St. Louis
has taken a robot machine that smokes
cigarettes just like a i
And used this to apply smoke to animals
.. . At the end of two y

Again, in Burma, the struggle
is close-balanced. The courageous
leaders of the present Burmese
government are stoutly anti-
Communist, but they are also
personally closer than any other
A leaders to Jawaharlal Neh-
ru. These Burm.se lead have
just shown how they estimated the
effects of a surrender in Indo-
china. At the recent Colombo Con-
ference, they boldly took the lead
in opposing their friend Nehru's
proposals for Indochinese appease-
ment

Burma, too, can hardly survive
the shock of the great disaster
that is probably in store: and
Burma is South Asia’s other key.

One other remembered conver-
sation will be enough to complete
the computation of this price that
will have to be paid. The place,
this time, was the Tokyo equiv-
alent of the head office of the
National Association of ufac-
turers, The speaker, small, shrewd
and vigorous, was Ichiro Ishi-
kawa, the leader of this anything
but Leftist organization of Jap-
an's biggest businessmen. He
had been discussing how to pre-
vent the Chinese from using the
trade lever to promote commu-
nism in Japan. But what would
happen in Japan, he was asked,
if Indochina and South Asia fell
to communism
JAPAN'S PROBLEM

“Oh then" he said, with an
apologetic smile, “oh then all of
us, all Japan will really have to
turn Communist. If South Asia is
Communist, hew else can we
live™

Malaya, Burma, Indonesia, with
them Thailand, and after that
Japan—they make an ugly bill of
loss. Yet this is only the first in-
stalment of the tab that history
will present to us. No such upset
in the world balance of power
can possibly eccur without forcing
upon the free world that same
choice that was finally forced upon
Neville Chamberlain, because he
too did not dare to stop a chain
reaction of disaster before it got
started,

One can understand, then, why
a few wise men, like Secretary
of State Dulles and Adm. Rad-
ford, are still struggling so des-
perately to prevent the Indochin-
ese surrender, even after it has
begun to seem all but inevitable,

The President Evasive On TVA

WASHINGTON

W’HE!\‘ 18 congressmen from the Ten-
nessee Valley states left the White

. Lung cancer

Theres' been an

uman being . . .

rs, 44 per cent

"China Gulf’
Separates
U.S., Allies

By MARQUIS CHILDS
GENEV/

iE DIFFERENCES between
America and the other West:
ern allies over what course to fol-
luw in Indochina have been sharp
during the past 10 days. They
have heen much sharper than the
miable language of public
speechmaking would indicate,
It gets down to this: Most of
and friends in

of Communist control of the great
Jand mass of China. They believe
that however grim and hateful
the prospect may be, the West
must somehow accommodate It-
self to the tremendous alteration
of power that this represents.

The dominant view in America
both in Congress and inethe ex-
ecutive has been exactly the op.
posite — China must be isolated
and the Communist regime bro-
ken down. It is no secret to in-
formed Europeans that Adm.
Tadford believes that pressures
such as a coastal blockade should
be maintained over a long peri-
od, 50 years if necessary, to pre-
vent the industrial and military
Cevelopment that have made So-
viet Russia one of the world's
greal powers. The same view is
held by Assistant Secretary of
Statg Robertson in charge of Far
Fastern Affairs. It is the view of
Sen, Knowland and many other
influential Republicans and Dem-
ocrats.
MERELY FIRST STEP

Among the British and the
other Commonwealth powers rep.
resented at Geneva a strong
suspicion_existed that _interven-
tion to “save” Indochina would
be merely the first step in a larg-
Aslan  war  wag against
Americans may feel that
this suspicion was unjustified and

unworthy of a friend, but it was
an important factor in the urgent
discussions the public never
heard, Against that background

of mutual suspicion and distrust
—for Americans look sourly and
suspiciously on Allied reluctance
to respond to the Indochina call
ommunist strategy is to iso-
late America while at the same
time trying to win away Ameri-
ca's adherents. 1f the Commu-
ts pursue it, as they have be-
gun to here at Geneva, that
familiar strategy has a greater
chance of success than at any
time since the end of World War

President Eisenhower's press
conference statement about the
necessity for “an arrangement”
with communism in Southeast
Asia may, of course, have com:
pletely allered the American po-
sition. Up until the Eisenhower
statement American officials here
were privately berating the Brit:
ish for refusing to go along with
intervention in Indochina. Dele-
gates with whom this reporter
talked in the wake of the Eisen-
hower remarks were recalling that
it was less than two weeks ago
that Vice President Nixon was
saying communism must be
stopped in Indochina, if necessary
with American troops.

REDS GET EQUIPMENT

Apart from the human tragedy,
America has been providing war
material for the French at the
rate of $30 million a year. It
may be possible to retrieve part
of this material before it falls
into the hands of the Commu-
nists. In fact, tentative discussions
to this end have already been
leld. After China fell to the Com-
munists vast stores of American
guns, ammunition and ~supplies
were acquired by the Reds and
these same guns were turned over
to Ho Chi-minh's guerrillas to be
used against the Frenct:

Increasingly it has seemed to
many of America’s friends that
the United States was setting out

put down communism by
force of arms, thereby failing to
realize the necessity to win the
allegiance of peoples by slow,
painstaking efforts not just for a
few years but for decades. This
is unfair in that it underrates the
far-reaching assistance programs.

(Editors' Note: The following state-
ment was issued by th ted
Press, in reply to the Pearson charge
made in the preceding column.)

We have been advised that Drew Pear.
son, in a syndicated column, quoted Dr.
Alton Ochsner of Tulane University that
the Associated Press “recalled” or re-
fused to carry a news dispatch from
Denver in 1950 when the doctor “put
the finger on the relationship between

adm}n».r\luw, the President changed the jng apout the competition of government of the animals had a cincer right where lung cancer and cigarettes.”
o p ! ) power projects. the smoke had been applied, It was in-  No exact dates were given by Pearson
From The Greensboro Daily News e SXaT A e RN € ond SoNn . distinguishable from the cancer we sec i f the alleged incident so a check of
i Ol Lt bt Cancer And Cigarettes humans, files can not be made. No one who would

STANDING CUSTOM

N A LETTER to Louis Graves of the
Craper, Hi Weekey Walter Prifche
ard Eaton joined Albert Coales in advo-
cating a “crusade against the idea that
a man must always stand up when a
lady enters the room.”

handle such a story can recall that any
cancer-cigarette controversy story, prop-
erly attributed to a responsible source
such as Dr. Ochsner, was_recalled, elim-
inated or killed at any time.

started to urge the reappointment of
Clapp, a nonpolitical career man who
worked his way up the ladder to be-
come head of the nation’s biggest power
project

Congressmen Joe Evins of Tennessee,
Tom Abernethy of Mississippi and Hen-
derson Lanham of Georgia agreed that
the fishing was fine. But they politely
reminded Ike that they had come to talk
about Clapp, not fishing.

“1 can assure you of one thing," re-
sponded Ike, “and I would like to em-
phasize this. When I fill any vacancy on
the TVA board, it will be done on a no-
partisan_basis.”

Dr. Alton Ochsner of Tulane Universi
whose unhappy job it has been to
move more lungs from Americans than
perhaps any other doctor, told me of an
experience he had with the Associated
Press when he put the finger on the re-
lationship between lung cancer and cig:
arettes four years ago.

He had given a careful analysis of the
cause of lung cancer before a cancer con-
ference at Denver in 1950, showing the
tremendous increase among cigarette
users. Afterward the AP man asked for a
copy of his speech and put it on the
wire.

“In 20 minutes," said Dr. Ochsner, “it
was recalled. The AP man apologized

Official British Findings
“Lung cancer has gone up in the same
proportion as cigarette consumption
wherever studies have been m: n The know .
Holland, Denmark, England. In England  pr omnrlrfa?rircfmlh;i; expert in
an_official government report found & the field of cancer research has been
definite relationship between the two quoted frequently and extensively by the
Studies show that many boys now begin  Associated Press since 1950 or before on
smoking at the age of nine or ten, where: the subject of cancer and cigarettes, On
as they used to start at about 20. This has July 17, 1850, AP carried a lengthy dis-
led to the peak incidence of lung cancer patch from Paris. written by AP Science
coming at the age of 50 to 55 instead of Writer Alton Blakeslee, quoting Dr.
85 as formerly. 5 Ochsner and two other American scien-
ter the age of 55. the incidence of tists on their analysis of cigarettes and
lung cancer falls off. This is due to an- Jung ecancer before the Fifth Interna-
other factor. The individual who has been tional Rescarch Congress. In that report,

Usually the intruder realizes the incon-
venience and departs quickly. That is
some compensation for the standee,
although scant.

We think the old standing custom 1s
cumbersome and awkward sometimes,
but what is the alternative? Should men
in a conversational circle stay slumped
in their chairs when a lady enters the
room? Should they make no signs of
recognition?

We don't like cold food and we don't
like standing in silly poses while women

The gentlemen may have something
there, but we doubt it. They were led to
their conclusion when they “observed a
lady in the Carolina Inn Cafeteria pause
to chat at a table where a couple were
seated. The man, of course arose and
stood there helpless while the two wom-

“The TVA represents a philosophy in
the field of electric power development

‘ S e & 5 and said his office wouldn't stand for it." a heavy cigarette smoker for a number three teams of scientists, them
en chatted and his food_grew cold. No e but we do like the litle SStiielonS  that must be kept under continuous 1 hope the press associations lodsy are of years sublects his heart and blood ves- Dr. Ochaner, blamed smoking, espeeially
doubt the caller bade him sit down, but o n—even Il they  gtudy,” said Ike. “However, what's less considerate of advertisers and more sels fo the deleterious effects of tobacco

cigarettes, for apparently eausing part of
the increase in lung cancer,

Additionally, Dr. Ochsner has been
quoted liberally in AP stories on the sub-
ject since then, including the full scale
wrapup of the Jung cancer-cigarette situ-
ation by Charles Mercer of the AP for
Sunday of Jan. 24,

i L
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are “a hang-over from the age of chivalry
when we kept woman in her place by
pretending she was a queen

And we don't mind standing occasion-
ally, if only to get the crinks out of our
bones,

good for one area might not apply in an-
other. It's as simple as two and two mak-
ing four

“I'm inclined to favor the states and
local communities handling their own
power problems, without intervention by
the federal government. I do not say

considerate of the public health. But in
case they aren't, here are some amazing
statements made by Dr. Ochsner on tele
vision this weekend, which the publie will
want to know about
re's a complete parallelism be-
tween the consumption of cigarcttes in

he felt it would be ungentlemanly to do
80, just as he would have felt it ungen-
tlemanly not to get up in the first place.”

Almost every man has been caught in
that circumstance. It is mot pleasant.

and is likely to develop coronary throm-
bosis and die before he develops can
cer of the lung . . . Pipe and cigar
smokers do not develop lung cancer be

se thev don't inhale, However, they
n get cancer of the lip, tongue or
mouth.”




