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Pork On The Installment Plan
HE federal government acquires dred thousands dollars in four and a
office space by two methods. It half per cent interest, over a period of

buys, cash on the barrelhead, or it rents.

Now a third method has been proposed,

and approved by both houses of Con-
gress. It is the “lease-purchase” arrange-

which is another term for install-
ng.

ment

upporters of the bill. now in joint
conference committee, defend it as
business-like arrangement which will pe
mit the government to make time pur-
chases as American homeowners do, and
thus build up an equity in buildings
instead of paying rent.

there Is good evidence that
cost the government more
encourage profligate spe nd
like those n
Federal I.w.\nm:

However.
the bi
than it saves
ing and invite
being revealed in the
Administration

abuses

At present the federal govers
must ask Congress {o appropriate money
for new construction. Under the new bill
citizens desiring building in
their community would put up enough
money to erect the building. Then, if
the appropriate agent of the federal gov-

ernment agreed, a lease-purc con.
tract would be signed. The s nment,
instead of paying. say, a million dollars
for a new building, would pay by in

stallments a million plus several hun-

from 10 to 25 years.

Such an arrangement would delight
politicians. The incumbent administra-
tion could authorize construction in dis-

tricts where it needed support, but cost
of the construetion wouldn't show up
until many years later

This bill, Interestingly eno has
Dbeen championed by the party which

preaches economy and less government
Thirty-six Republican senators and 11
Democrats teamed up to put the measure
through, over the objection of 4 Repub-
licans and 25 Democrats. ( Senators Hoey
and Lennon were among the 10 senators
who did not vote or record their posi-
tion.) Liberal northern Democrats like
Humphrey and Magnuson joined south-
ern conservatives in opposition to the
bill. Sen. Byrd termed it “a bhad bill

coneeivablv the greatest pork-barrel leg-
ielation which has ever been known"

Sen, Johnston called it “a real estate
dealer's darlin
President Eisenhower once declared

that one of the biggest obstacles facing
his administration was the huge number
of unpaid checks which the preceding
administration left him. This bhill will
increase the burden of succeeding ad-
ministrations and generations unless the
President vetoes it, as indeed he should

For A Distinguizhed Visitor, A Welcome

( NE OF THE virtues of a two-party

political system, though by no mean:
the only one, is the assurance that the
state or district so blessed will receive
some atfention from both major parties
So it is that North Carolina in general
and the 10th Congressional District in
particular were recently favored with a
visit from the Democratic standard-bear-
er, Adlai Stevenson.

And so it is that President Dwight
Eisenhower will appear at a mammoth
Armed Forces week rally in Charlotte
on May 18—close enough to May 20 to
permil weaving into the ceremony the
freedom theme that has been so basic
1 ingredient in the American formula
a1l times in the history of the country,
including the year 1775 of the Mecklen.

burg Declaration of Independence
In other words—and let this not min-
Imize our pleasure at being visited by

two such famous gentlemen within a
period of six weeks—the 10th Congres-
sional district, having had the temerity
to send a Republican representative to
Washington for the first time since 1928,

A Stopgap Measure,

l\ INSTRUCTING Chief Frank Little-
A john to intensify police patrolling in

the vicinity of Charlotte hospitals, the
City Council has adopted a stopgap
method of giving added on to
nurses who work an he
rgued just as logically that women on
the night shifts of the city's knitting
need extra protecti And there
mav be others
*This step. however, doesn't solve the
1 roy 1 simply stated. is
that Chief Littlejohn's force is already
1 too thin
e Chie

ains th
n per 1,000
national aver

indus
han areas with mixed population
)2 per thousand. In other words, he

e of

is heavily outlined on the maps at both
Democratic and Republican  national
headquarters.

The Democrats would like to win hacl
the district; the Republicans would like
1o hold it

Hence, Mr. Stevenson on April 2
President Eisenhower on May

Of course, there's a g

and

ter ifie

cance fo the two events than that. The
New South is increasinely important in
the national scene, and Charlofie, the
“Spearhead of the New South” is a
ready-made fornm for anyone who is
interested in aftracting regionwide and

nationwide attention. But fo discount or
are political implications would
be mnaive indeed

In any event, the communifv 1]
open its heart to the President with the
same warmth, friendliness, and admira-
tion it displayed on Mr. Eisenhower's
Iact major appearance here on Sept. 26,
1952,

It was good of him to accept the see-
ond invitation. and the community will
make sure that he does not regret it

But No Answer

needs mearly twice as many policemen
as he now employs to meet the national
average

hief Littlejohn contends further that
Charlotte’s force is smaller in prc .
tion to population than most of
major southern cities which have id
cal behavior problems in Negro areas

The City Council will soon begin i
study of the budget for the 195455 fi
cal year. Undoubtedly it will be
fore it an urgent plea from Chief Lit
tlejohn for additional n bers «
Police Department. The growth of (
lotte’s population and the mu

traffic problems alone would ju
increase The accompanying increase in
erime of all kinds makes an expansion

of the force imperative,
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Here Is The Background On Crisis In Ind ochina

By THE ALSOPS

WASHINGTON
Arthur Radford,
Joint (
his

DMIRAL
£L chairman of th
of Staff, has cut short

ropean mission 1o return to Wash-
ington for urgent consultations on
the ‘mounting _Indochina _erisis
This new indication of the gravity
of the erisis comes on the heels
of a whole series of contradictory

the whole

in heaven's

o is going on
1t is no wonder that mest peo
The only way
out of the mud

e are confused
4o b uk to the

begin
ges  in
a1 1o it present sit
The first stage was one in

‘What's Qur Firm, Unswerving Asia Policy This Week?’

v
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Robert C. Ruark

b the leaders of the Ameri- a *
government, although vague- o
Iy disquietod sboot what waé g5-
ing on in Indachina, still hoped
against hope to luck through

‘.\

way

nec

It was fervently hoped that
Gen. Navarre's ‘“victory plan™
talthough it might take longer in-a-crisis.
3 nally believed) would
work out in the end. This wish
was 50 much f
one of these reporters At length,
from Indochina that the

w basis”

out,
was {0 negoti
ment at all cost
came as a violent shock to the
American government, and pro-
duced the first great crisis-with-

From March 25, when Ely left,
until March 29, the policymakers
took part in an anguished debate. on,
with a_strong
from Admiral Radford, Secretary

for the war, the with a vital interest in Southeast
the French rea- Asia, lo prevent, by military force
e a settle- i necessary, a Communist vic-

ly's warning tory in Indochina. Dulles called

for this “united action” in his

March 29 speech. He spelled out
his meaning further in early
April, when he called for a South
Asian NATO—1o be called SEATO.
And finally, Vice President Nix-
in his famous “off the rec-
ord” speech, warned what *‘united
action” might mean

assist

French and the Viet Nam lacked Dulles prevailed, despite the All this was on the assumption
the means for victory, he was doubts of the budgetbalancers that the French could hold on, at
considered a gloomy e and the politically-minded. Indo- Dien Bien Phuandelsewhere.
BLUNT WARNING china, the National Security Coun- Meanwhile, it was hoped, the

Then, last March 20, Gen. Paul cil ruled unanimously, must at all trospect of * " might
Ely arrived in Washiu 1 with  cost be saved versuade the Communists to make
grim news—the French had aban- The “new basis,” Dulles decid- an acceptable settlement at Gen
doned hope of winaing in Indo- d, could take the form of (va. Then came the second great

china on the existing basis. Bar

“united action"

by

hose states crisis-within-a-crisis
NAVARRE'S PLEA

In mid \nr\l French Gen. Na-
varre notified the American gov-
ernment, through military chan-
nels, that the French could not
hold on at Dien Bien Phu without
American air support. Again the

agonizing process of belated fact-

facing went on in the N.S.C.
Obviously, an elabofate nterna-

tional structure was no answer
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Ey DORIS

WASHINGTON

FUH WEEKS, even months, the
Eisenhower Adminis tration
worked hard to focus public at-
tention an the vital necd to keep

Indochina out of the Communist
orbit.

Secretary of State Dulles toured
Europe, talking up the need for
united action in southeast Asia.
The climax at home came when
Vice President Nixon told the na-
tion's editors: Rather send Amer-
ican troops than let Indochina
fall to Communist conquest

Last week end as the Prime
Ministers of the East and West
gathered at Geneva to confer
about Asia, this country unflexed
its muscles. Geneva dispatches
unanimously said the United
States would not enter Indochina
t¢ save any or all of it from com-
munism.

What happened?

Europe says Mr.
sien faile
POPULAR RESISTANCE

At home, politicians who have
been anxiously watching the sit-
uation suggest that the country
tesisted a new Asian venture to
the point where the White House
felt it could net risk taking the
initiative on Indochina.

By such resistance, Americans
in effect have sanctioned Mr
Dulles' right to bargain at Geneva
and get the best temporary s
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On Tax Clarified
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representatives in which Sen. Al
ton Lennon was cited as having
ken no stand with respect to
i(\Pral measures having to do
xcise taxe
“mla\ this editorial was tech-
nically correct with reference to
recorded votes, I feel that it did
not reflect correctly Sen. Len.
non's position on excise tax re-
duction.

Sen. Lennon's administ
sistant has furnished me with the

an

Il and usually wind up followis 10

o¥r ARC P typewriter than a ditch-digger will 0lo%ing information

b o ol % exiaust in a day. The dough is _The Byrd Williams proposal fo

i wa V’ I. ‘[ " \L a l arting ood, if you're lucky, and will contin: all excise taxes X-
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a writ rink oo rueh-and eer tion of Sen. Lennon prior to that

L ois t vote, as he was announced for

\u\l

Oh, that's all right,

taxes on

the world som R it the reduction of excise
o wilh & 1ok of ol papers and sdmissions and was also co-spon-
nabody to talk t But entering into the 20th year sor of a floor amendment with
at may be a lot  of my time in trade. I often won- Sen. Douglas to reduce exc
o0 m 7. der if my poor brains would be texes on household and Kitchen
g research less calloused and my digestion appliances
2 it down v if 1 had tak He was paired for the

pages get Ju ger
ler every

and
day

adment HR 8224, to reduce ex
cise taxes from 10 per cent to
7 per cent on automobiles
was in North Carolina at the tin
he did not state his position

an;

the words

this time—the decision was up !
the United States alone. This tim
the decision went the other wa
The N.S.C. decided not to
vene, ostensibly on the pure
military ground that American air
support could mot save the Dien
Bien Phu garrison.

This decision is now leading u
rectly to a third great erisi
in-a-crisis. Only the kind of mir-
le that does not happen in real
life can pow save the exhausted
men at Dien Bien Phu. And the
fall of Dien Bien Phu is certain
to have profound but unpredicta
ble political consequences in
France.

French Foreign nist
Georges Bidault is personally a
most as dead sel against a peace
by appeasement in Indochina @
Secretary Dulles himself. But di
aster at
Bidault in an almost lmpnsslm»
position. Disaster is what the
French neutralists have been pre-
dicting all along, and the fall of
Dien Bien Phu could well mean
the fall of the Laniel-Bidault gov
ernment, and its replacement b
a neutralist regime committed to
a settlement on any terms.

Congress Will Support Ike If
Indochina Demands Action

FLEESON

tion that can be devised It
ready from  Geney
that to stay in
the -.p)wmulv to
disz dmi

as much as possible uun\ an

agreement that could prove as
unpopular as intervention now is
The country's attitude was
brought home to 1600 Penn:
vania Avenue in a variety
\hl\ Congressional leaders re-
to give the President
hl..mk check to act without Col
should an emergency arise.
pointed to their mail
which indicates that people her
are not yet ready for the new
test. It is probable that the White
House mail reflects a similar con

defense conference also say that

“of two minds,”
for a final

their folks are
“still  unprepared
step.”

Influential editors and publish-
ers resisted the Nixon condition-
ing for an Indochina venture. Sev
eral said frankly they would fight

BACKING IN CONGRESS
There will be some dissatisfac:
tion, even fear, aroused by the
administration change of pace
But shrewd judges of Congress
do not believe that the President
will encounter serious opposition
as he struggles with a situation
almost defying rational solution.

Platform

e amendment to reduce exclse
tax on radios and television sets

The Williams-Byrd amendment
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Dulles Worried Over French Politics
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their last meeting
pleaded with lhcm to push a re

through Congress, approving in advance  sygar-quota
any action the President may decide is tion,
necessary to take in Indochina. Both and the
Republicans and Democrats overwhelm- — Some

Mc

Geneva under any circum-
Dulles didn't breathe a word
the special resolution he had jp
d ml...‘l‘\mr‘ al leaders to endorse at
together. Dulles had
lutic

opposed the idea,

infiltr:

Carthy And Senators ave a
Though most Senators fear McCarthy Dort to
will ecriticize him publicly, not mittee.

Congress were
thored by the Senator from Louisiana—
including
Housing Act for slum clearance, various

the original farm pr

McCarthy, listened

gh he has a lot of things
about ’
most constructive bills

introduced or co-au-

the Wagner-Taft-Ellender

bills, federal aid to educa-
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enators,
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This applies to both Republicans and f”d how poverty, dictatorship, and agents

Democrats from Moscow had combined to spread
Chief reason is that MeCarthy Is essen- the Con t doctrine in Guatemala

tially a showman, mot a Senator. His &nd to a lesser extent in some other

attendance record is the worst in Wash- countries.

ington. He is off speaking in every _ Next day, Ellender got a phone cal

corner of the United States instead of from the junior Senmator from Wiscon:

being on the Senate floor. He pays no X

attention to the tough, difficult legisla- “Allen,” said McCarthy, “I heard your

tive routine by which laws are passed. report on South America yesterday and
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