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In AnOff-Moment, A Political Crisis

HE HUBBUB that followed Vice Pres-

ident Nixon’s statement about the
posslb]e use of American ground troops
in Indochina has served to confuse the
question instead of clarifying it Perhaps
it will help to review the circumstances
under which the statement was made

The vice president was speaking to the
American Society of Newspaper Editors
in Washington, He had given a lengthy
well-organized, articulate and frank dis-
cussion of the vast problem of stopping
communism in the Far East. At the end
of his prepared remarks, he agreed to
answer questions. One of them was pure-
ly hypothetical. 1f the French withdraw
from Indochina. he was asked, would the
United States use ground troops if nec
essary to prevent that nation’s fall to the
Communists? Mr. Nixon said first he
didn’t think the French would withdraw,
but in the event such a withdrawal took
place, and it was necessary to use Amer-
ican ground troops, he would favor such
a step. Congressmen in both parties be-
gan filling the air with protests, it being
an election year.

An official State Department an-
nouncement over the weekend has helped
to clarify things. It made the quite ob-
vious point that Mr. Nixon was *person-
ally prepared to support” the use of
ground troops in the “highly unlikely”
event the French should withdraw Put
Mr. Nixon is not the President and he

Editors Should Not

THF printed program for the American
Society of Newspaper Editors’ lunche
eon in Washington last Friday lsted
Vice President Richard Nixon as the
speaker. Immediately below, in smaller
type, was the phrase ‘“not for attrib:
tion™ In introducing Mr. Nixon, AS)
President Basil Walters explained to re-
porters that the information in the vice
president’s spsech could be used, but
that it could not be attributed to Mr.
Nixon

For some hours, the secret held. Late
afternoon papers quoted a “high admin-
istration official” as saying he favored
the use of American troops in Indochina
in the event France should withdraw.
By Saturday morning, the description
had expanded. Any reader piecing to-
gether fragments from several newspa-
pers could get this picture:

“A high administration official, who
regularly attends meetings of the Cab-
inet and the National Security Council,
but who has no constitutional authority
in the conduct of foreign policy, who
spoke at a luncheon meeting of the
American Society of Newspaper Editors,”
ete,

No reporter added: *. . . who recently
made a trip around the world, and who

Another Argument

(‘lL\HL[lTTF.ANS should vote tax aid
4 1o the two community colleges, when
the issue comes up next month, for sev-
eral reasons. One is that Charlotte Col.
lege is doing a capable job of educating
working people during evening hours, at
reasonable fees. Another reason is that
both Charlotte and Carver Colleges are
providing freshmen and sophomore col-
lege training to students who can't afford
to go off 1o school. Another reason is
that the southern and central Piedmont
region of North Carolina has a small
number of college students in propor-
tion to its population

The area of which Charlotte is the
hub, from Polk to Union counties in
the southwest to Iredell and Davidson
counties in the northeast 1
most a million inhabitants
fourth of the state’s population
single one of the state’s di

con

almost ¢

Not a

educational institut n
Fifteen of t s al
leges (state, church com-
munity) are in this populous 14-countv
Piedmont region. The proportion, one
would suppc at first glance, is a fair
share. and offsets the dearth in state-
ported college But compilation
of the t fin at these 13
scho th . te
on] n o f

From The Washington Post

was not speaking for fhe President
Even so, it has been cle from the
events of recent wee at the Eis
hower administration fully realizes the
trategic importance to the free world
of Indochina and Southeast Asia, and
that it is deeply concerned over the
gravity of the military situation. And
within the context of major policy state-
ments by the President and Secretary of

te Dulles, the use of ground troops
Dbeen an eventuality—to be avoided,
if at all possible, but resorted to if un-
avoidable,

No one asked the vice president the
real $84 question: Al what point in the

encroachment of communism into Indo.

china will “massive retaliation” against
the aggressor, i e. China, be ordered?
That's the big question, since retaliation

air against the Chinese mainland
| probably lead to World War III,
“united action” in another
type war might stem the commu-
nist tide without setting off a new world
war

Perhaps Mr. Nixon should have dodged
the loaded question thrown at him dur-
ing the ASNE luncheon, If he erred in
answering the query, it only compounds
the error when election-conscious con-
gressmen seek to make political capital
out of it. The negotiations with our allies
are too delicate and the Indochinese sit-
uation too serious for such antics

Condone Secrecy

owns a aog named Chec !nr )

But it wasn't nec on’s iden-
tity was clearly .n.mh hed, and the
whole thing had the appearance of a
farce until his name was finally attached
to the statement after a British corre.
spondent had reported that Nixon was
the only administrative official making
a speech in the capital Friday

There ought to be a lesson in the in-
cident for the newspaper editors of
America. And editor emeritus Tom Wal-
lace of the LouvisvitLe TiMES put it suc-
cinetly when he said:

Ni

“It is absolutely ridiculous for a group
of editors, who are pledged to freedom of
information. to permit nonfreedom of in-
formation on our programs.”

The other side of the coin, of course,
is the probability that high government
officials will be ultracautious and, hence,
dull to the point of boredom when speak-
ing on the record—as Defense Depart-
ment officials were at a Pentagon “brief-
ing" for the visiting editors last Thurs-
day

ewspaper editors must hazard that
chance. If they condone secret, off-the-
record talks at their own meetings, they
cannot effectively campaign for freedom
of information elsewhere.

For Local Colleges

the state's college

The colleges in this 14-county area
are: Barber-Scotia, (Concord), Belmont
Abbey, Sacred Heart Jr. College & Acad-
emy (Belmont), Catawba (Salisbury),
Johnson C. Smith, Carver, Queens and
Charlotte, Davidson (Davidson), Le-
noir Rhyne ( Hickory), Livingstone ( Sal-

students

isbury). Pfeiffer (Misenheimer), Win-
gate (Wingate), Mitchell (Statesville)
and Gardner-Webb (Boiling Springs).

The total enrollment at these schools
in 1951 was about 5500 students. Total
enrollment in the state’s colleges in 1952
was 41,765

Certainly many young peaple don't

ximity of a cf
r not they will

have to consider the pr
lege in deciding whether

enroll. But to persons of
limited means, those who
want 10 hold on 10 a job in their home
community, that is factor
At present the state educational
(state, church and | te) are
ted in the | Greensboro
A decision by Charlolte voters to
give modest tax aid to the two commu-
nity colleges, so they can expand their
worthwhile services, will tend to equal
jze this unbalance help  provide
voung people nd wo people with
ed ation the il t t e
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Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld from
publication In the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

Put Oppenheimer Case

In Proper Perspective
Pittsboro
Editors, The News
l;l 'T FOR one man on the hoard
investigating the case of Dr
J Robert Oppenheimer, 1 would
have but little faith in the board's
findings and recommendations. 1
believe Gordon Gray is independ
ont and as impervious to matters
dehors the record as any man to
be found in this country.

If nothing indicating an effort
on the part of Dr. Oppenheimer
to cover up is found in the rec.
ord, | shall have but little trou-
ble in ex ng him on matters
involving judgment. During the
latter part of the 2's and early
30's we experienced an economic

and political upheaval in this
country, which produced some, to
me. very queer economic and

political thinking. This resulted in
the recognition of Russia by our
State Department, with the re-
sult that the Russians and things
Russian in nature were given
clearance or 100 per cent parity
in gur official dealings. I will go
further, and state that, in my
opinion, we practically endorsed
the Russian economic and politi-
cal philosophy.

However, that is an opinion
Anywa fair and honest
evaluation of the conduct of our

citizens during the period from
1930 to the latter part of the
dnﬂlir of 1940 should be made in
w of the political and economic
xlln|n<p!\(-rl‘ of that period. We
have put to death citizens for re-
laying secret rec to Russian
agents when there is no agree-
ment as to when the wheel of for-
tune was stopped and all there
after became criminal, or, at
least, obnoxious, in friendly deal-

ly. Russia. And
to this good hour, I know of no
official declaration fo the effect
a is an enemy of the

s
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=
=
®
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&

States
Honestly, 1 would not put to
death one of my dogs for deal-
ing friendly with their former al-

lies. I would corral 1 s0 they
could not continue to do so. Life
and character are entirely too
cheap these days. especially with

standards and all s shift-
ing with every sh e cure
rents, dorm rnational.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

nheimer tangl

facts as to how the
vy Commission  happened o
d an who built

the atom ©f the Atq
to a_congressional hear- JUIV 2. A

Dr. Oppenheimer, in my judg
ment, acted with little sense in
Laving intercourse, social, politi

cal or otherwise, with Commu-
nists.  However, it carried no
offensive implications
he was doing s0. The
fact of his doing so imports. no

it was done. \umug else g
1 know that Gordon Gray will
nmv to the last to see that the
scientist par excellence
+ gets what is due him
—JOHN W. HESTER

C Of C Publication
Backs Up Stevenson

Wingate

Editors, The News

THEN Adlai Stevenson spoke

to Charlotte Demoerats in the
Armory he pointed oul that the
1952 eampaign consist el re
ferred to the New Deal and Fair
Deal programs of the past 20
vears as ‘“creeping socialism.”
But the Democratic standard

bearer also pointed out significan
ly that the Republican Party
turned right around and “adopted

" (meaning the so-called crecp-
ing socialism)

This forthright observation by
Mr. Stevenson is clearly horne out
in the current is: Economic
Intelligence,” a pub
lished monthly United
States Chambe r of Commerce

This publication (inadvertently
perhaps) indirectly credits that
same New Deal pro
gram with providing the major

bulwarks which are now operat

to prevent a serious depression.
These bulwarks are in the form
of automatic stabili
economy, and are
products of Democratic
trations. They prevented the
in 1849, says “Economic
gence,” from becoming s
and they are no less hely
prevent the present
developing inlo a more seri
cession of Ei
automatic st
the publication.

Not all of these stabili
fluences can be traced to t
forts of any one party, but
first four ar product
of the prece
niinistrat,
the Roosevelt

slamp from
s re-

more irately o
administration

Moreaver, they are measures
ch the present Republican ad
ministration is fortunate to have
in operation so as to act as a
cushioning effet in the present
dilemma

It is worth nothing &

=z

50 that the

United States Chamber of Com-
merce, an economically conserva:
tive organization which favors

business in government and
less government in business, has
herewith taken note of the sound-
ness of such samples of “creep-
ing socialism.’

—EUGEN

more

WISE JONES

Pleased By Coverage
Of Credit Conference

Charlotte

Editors, The New:
Tlu 2nd umml meeting of
the Southern Credit Con.
ference has just ended. We
have had numerous compliments
about the success of the con-
ference and particularly were
we complimented on the splen-
did cooperation extended from
your newspaper in covering this
event. I know that your organ-
ization was a powerful factor in
and I want to take
opportunity to thank you
for the superb coverage that

you gave it

—(HARLES DUDLEY
Managing Director
Charlotie Merchants Assoc.

Quote Unquote

has developed a TV
i which operates success-
fully under water. Some will say
e for it, but
like the ball-point pen we're await-
ing one that works instantly and
without wavy lines on the sur-
face. — Asheville Citizen.

Pome In Which Is Attested A
Method Of Achieving The Regard
Of One's Fellows:

Higher goals are in your reach.

1f you practice what you preach.
—Atlanta Journal,

e of the pioneers of the
cre Lo to th
of their endeavors, th
be amazed to find some
cars with windshields on the
— Laurel (Miss.) Leader-

Call.

Tar Heel Paul Crouch Has
A Remarkable Imagination

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
' ST WHAT sort of witness is
o being used by the Justice De-
partment and the congressional
investigating committees, to at
tack the loyalty of citizens of this
republic® The question is sharp-
ly posed by the case of Paul
Crouch
Crouch is an ex-Communist in-
former who gets $25 per diem
n the Justice Department
when he is doing his stuff. Since
he describes himself as ‘‘em:
ployed by the government,” be-
ing an informer seems to be his
main source of income. He is the
man who has made the most
serious charges against Dr. J.
Tobert Oppenheimer. bmh In (he
Justice Department and
Joseph R. McCarthy and l\u lcl-
low investigators
Now consider the following tes-
timony that was once given by
Crouch himself, under oath, con-
cerning an untruthful letter he
had written about an associate
“[ am in the habit,” said Crouch
to the court, “of writing letters
to my friends and imaginary per:

er foreign persons, in which |
place myself in an imaginary pos:
ition. 1 do that to develop my
powers. That is why
this letter is semi-fiction. Part of
it is true ] part it is nol,

BORN ON N. €. FARM

The imaginative letter-writer,
who has now become the profes-
sional testifier. was born 51 yeas
ago on a North Carolina farm,
He was clearly an infant prodigy,
with access to a library without
known parallel in the rustic South
of that simple and remote period

Prior to the age of 12," he
once told the Subversive Activi
ties Control Board, “I had been
reading the ‘Communist Manifes-
10', “Value Price, and Profit’,
‘Wage, Labor, and Capital’
well as popular Socialist papers
Then he put away such childish
things. “After the age of 12," he
Toftily cxplained, he *proceeded
1o more serious works," which
led him eventually into the Com-
munist Party.

In 1925, when he was an enlist
ed man in the U. §. Army in Ha
wail, Crouch was tried for seek-
ing to form a secret revolutionary
organization. It was in this trial
that the imaginative letter
cropped up. Crouch was convict-
«od, sentenced, and served about

three years in Alcatraz as a mil
tary prisoner. Ln the face of these
facts, Crouch has complained
strongly about being called an
ex-convict. Call him, then, what
you will

On emerging from Alcatraz. he
became a professional Communist
functionary. He remained in the
party until some time in the '40s
Just when he finally broke with
e party is not clear: but he
testified that he discussed com-
munism &t len with an FBI
agent in 1946 in Brownsville, Tex

Under oath, Crouch stated that
historic interview with the
BI man took place in the pres:
ence of County Judge Oscar B.
Dancy, who was, he said warmly,
his “personal friend from my
home county.” Judge Dancy has
now told these reporters for the
record that this story is simply
“riot true” — as far as he knows
he never saw Crouch in his life.
HAS SIX VARIATIONS

Crouch has been telling his
story for a long time now, and
this has given the opportunity for
an_astonishing number of inter
esting variations. He has, for ex-
ample, given six quite different
and conflicting accounts of his
attendance at meetings of the
Communist Party Central Com-
mittee

Again, he has represented hi
self at one time as building “a
vast apparatus in the armed forces
of the United States,” and at an
other time as supervising anoth
er apparatus “for the purpose of
plying the Soviet Union with
lnlur.u.\lmn regarding _scientific
experiments. . .at the University
of California.” But on a third oc-
casion, he has sworn that he only
interested himsell in bar room
talk. And when he made his [uurlh
try, he said flatly that he “did
not obtain any military secrets
from this country.

One of McCarthy's public lick-
spittles has recently declared that
it is a mark of “Teftism" to pub
lish the facts about such men as
Croueh. Surely we have reached
a very strange pass, when it is
“leftism™ instead of good Amer-
icanism to point out that the gov-
ernment has a duty to investigate
the reliability of the informers it
hires. If we must have inform-
ers in America, let them at least
be men who tell their stories in a
way that carries a little convic-
tion,

Asian Security Pacts To
Be Suggested At Geneva

By MARQUIS CHILDS

PARIS
TII!‘ LINES OF nmmn on to
be followed b t and West
as their delegations sit on oppo-
site sides of the table at the
Geneva Conference are now clear.
It will be a contest somewhat
like that in Rerlin, with the ma-
jor difference that this time the
West hopes to come out with a
clear gain

The objective is the formation
of an Asian defense pact similar
ATO agreement. Secre-
tary of State John Foster Dulles
made this clear in the course of
his swift passage through London
and Paris.

American _strategy will be to
play down the importance of the
conference and at the same time
to delay as long as possible con-
sideration of Indochina. Dulles
will stay at Geneva for only a
week and with his departure and
perhaps also the departure of
Eden and Bidault the significance
of the meeting is immediately
down-graded.

Since the communique issued
after Berlin put discussion of Ko-
rean peace before Indochina, pre-
sumably that subject can be kept
front and center to the exclusion
of the Indochinese War for a long
If this is possible it will be
s to the West for at
least two reasons.

First, while a Korean political
settlement is being disputed with
ly no chance of agreement,
since conferees after weeks of
wrangling at Panmunjom had

scarcely advanced an inch, Amen
jcan leadership can be pushing
forward the Asian defense struc-
ture, Second, with the Indochina
issue kept in the background the
rench Assembly can go ahead
with debate on ratification of the
European Defense Commun-
ity treaty. One danger has al-
ways been that if the debate coin-
cided with discussion at Geneva
of ways to end the war and with
the Communists holding out
tempting offers, then opponents
of EDC would surely use this to
stall for more time.

[he Communist strategy at Ge-
neva also has become fairly evi
dent as officials study the propa
ganda line out of Moscow and
Peiping. Peiping and Moscow will
almost certainly offer an Asian
security pact like the European
proposed Molotov put forward at
Berlin.  But more important they
are expected to make a bid to
the French for a cease-fire in In-
lochina, If they bring this forward
publicly at the beginning, as they
are expected to do, it will be ex-
tremely difficult to keep the
cight-year-old war out of the dis-
cussion around the conference ta
ble.

Here one comes up against-the
weakness of the Laniel govern
ment. On the very eve of Dulles’
arrival for the united-front talks,
the government nearly went down
1t was saved only when Laniel
agreed to a preliminary debate an
the “preconditions” for EDC
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