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What N.C. Nezds Is More Taxpayers

AST MONTH some of this commu-

nity's newer citizens hu’ an

northeastern along  with
companies uh hul] moved
Some of these folks were looking for-
ward to income tax time—as much as
one can look forward fto il—because
they thought their taxes would be lower.
They had heard about attractive fax
rates in the South, and hoped to benefit
from them

But the people from Maryland found
that state income tax is higher here than
there, at least for persons in the middle
and upper income bracket. North Caro-
lina doesn't permit the reduction, in
computing siate income tax, of items like
gasoline and sales tax, which Maryland
allows. es tax here is a percentage
point higher than it is in Maryland

Connecticut too has but a two per
cent sales tax And, like Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Rhode Island and a few
other states, it levies no state income
tax at all.

Understandably enough, the newcom-
ers' first reaction was that North Caro-
Jina must be a mismanaged state. State
taxes were higher here, but in some
respects, state services were less than
they were in the Northeast. If tax reve
enue is reduced, they reasoned, maybe
the N. C. state government will have to
become more efficient.

The truth of the matter is not that
North Carolina’s finances have been
mismanaged, but that there simply

aren't enough Tar Heel taxpayers. So
many North Carolinians don't make
enough money to pay any, or an appre-
ciable amount, of taxes. Income pay-
ments per capita' averaged $1.638
throughout the U. S in 1952. Delaware
led the list with $2.260. Connecticut was
080. New York, New Jer-
land, Massachusetts and Penn-
were well above the national
age. And North Carolina was in its
ranking 45th among

ave
accustomed place,
the states, with §1,049

In fact, the total family income of
about 30 per cent of North Carolina’s
families was less than $1,000 in 1949,
More than half the families had a total
income of less than $2,000. On the other
hand, almost 70 per cent of the families
in the northeastern states had incomes
of over $2,000

If per capita income payments in
North  Carolina equaled the national
average, there would be enough revenue
available to put many substandard state
facilities on a par with those in other
states. There might be enough to justify
some decreases in stale taxes

But state tax reduction, in view of the
deficit and need for improvement of
state facilities, would he ill-advised at
the present time. Needed instead are
new, high-pay industries, betler pay
scales in native industries which, in the
absence of minimum wage legislation
pay swealshop wages, and more job op-
portunities for Negroes. More taxpayers,
not less taxes, is the need.

This Loophole Should Be Closed

HE administration’s new fax bill has
been termed a boon for the rich
‘man. But if the Senate approves certain
of the provisions which the House wrote
into it, this hill will close some of the
loopholes through which the wealthy
have evaded taxes. Here is one example
A corporation paid $200000 for a
piece of property. Now it's worth a mil-
lion dollars. The company wants to get
rid of it. But it doesn’t want to pay taxes
on that $800,000 increase in value.

So, under present law, the company
borrows a million dollars on the prop-
erty. The property is then distributed,
as a dividend, to stockholders. They pay
no tax on it, because the property is sub-
ject 10 that loan liability. Theh the stock-
holders turn around and sell the prop-
erty for a million. No tax here either,
since the property was worth that when

they got it. Then the stockholders use
the’ million they received on the prop-
erty to pay off the loan

So the loan is paid off, the company
has the million it borrowed and, in
effect, the property has been sold for
$1 million without a cent of taxes being
paid on the $800,000 increase in valua-
tion,

Frankly, we can't see much difference
between that kind of sheranigans and
some of the fast plays being uncovered
in the housing probe. The House version
of the new tax hill says that full taxes
must be levied on the amount by which
borrowing exceeds the corporation's
original cost for the property. That
sounds fair enough—but let's hold the
applause until the Senate and confer-
ence committee have acted on this pro-
vision.

Time For Prison Decision Draws Near

NORTH CAROLINA is the only state
which has its prison system under the
furisdiction of its high department.
Prisoners build roads. But road work
doesn't rebuild prisoners.

Expert penologists  strongly advise
against a roads-prison tie-up. One of them,
Dr. Austin McCormick, strongly recom-
mended against it after making a survey
in this state in 1850. The state prison
advisory council took a similar stand

And last week Lt. Gov. Luther Hodges
said

“We must decide that our prisons don't

Two New Aids, And

'HIS year forest fire fighters will have
two new aids One is television, the
other “cloudsecding™
elevision ¢ as promise to replace
the lonely spotters mountain towers
In Louisiana. TV cameras are mounted on
a swive hich turns one revolution every
two minutes The rate on a closed cir
euit, and one na' a central point sim
ly watches several screens, doing a job

p

which formerly required eight spotters
In Montana. Forest Service officials are

working on tie same principle that the

artificial rain-makers use. But instead o
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belong 1o our highway department, and
that we want to rescue the bulk of people
wha 0 info our prison camps and mental
hospitals

Gov. William Umstead is preparing a
plan for separation of the prison and high-
way departments, to be submitted to the
General Assembly next year

Thus the improvement, or continuance,
of this stale’s antiquated prison system
depends upon the caliber of the men you
elect to the General Assembly next month.

Mecklenburg County should send to Ra-
leigh five stanch advocates of separation
of the prison and highway departments.

Two OId Rules

trying to induce rain to fall they plan to
“de-clectrify” clouds near their Rocky
Mountain breeding areas, and thus reduce
the lightning which causes many fires
Science thus helps man control the
greatest enemy. Bul man himself

forests'
tinues thoughtlessly to ignite
woodlands. With summer and mountain
trips coming on, remember two simple
ich will help preserve the forests

Don’t throw away lighted tobacco or
matches

Be sure campfires are extinguished be
fore leaving them

precious

QUEENS UP STEPS

beauty queens up long flights of steps.
That sort of thing takes assiduous prac-
tice, and is nice work you can
By the time a girl gets to be a beauty
queen, she has acquired a certain amount
of weight esthetically distributed—what
we are trying to get at is that she is not
to be taken lightly.

A scientist reports that a human being
uses 44 muscles in the act of speaking—
and sometimes not much Forr
Myrrs (FLa) News Press,

The man who al
ar is forced to do u

about this time of
accustomed gar-
a much stronger
ade than a spade.—
PIEDMONT.

n work probably has

d in a man’s
to feel better
urting him —

except give up
Carr GA.) MESSENGER

Scientists have found the skull of a
n believed to be 20,000 years old
ut it is safe to me that she never
admitted it.—Lav (Mass.) Lzaper-
CALL.

“Ever notice how reluctant people are to discuss communism nowadays?'

Chaglp

Bombs Won't Get All Of Us

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

HIS is a cheerful report—or

at least it is more cheerful
than some which have appeared
in this space. Its burden is sim-
ply this—there will always be
some of us left

To put it another way, the
best qualified experts have rath-
er recently eome around 1o the
view that it is on the whole
unlikely that the human race can
be wholly extinguished by the
new weapon. 1f this does not
seem all widely cheerful to the
reader, it should be pointed out
that this is a marked change of
view among the experts,

Until quite recently it was
rather generally believed by the
specialists in such matters that
there might be none of us left
at all, after the next war, or
after the war after the next,
There have been two reasons for
thinking this, both related {o the
radioactive  side-effect of nu-
clear weapons

One reason was the cobalt
homb or Cbomb. The theory of
the cobalt bhomb s
enough. In place
jacket of a I
there is substituted a
thicker jacket of cobalt, a metal
which can  be radioactivated
rather easily. The purpose of the
o0 bomb would be to render
human life impossible over vast
areas

Theoretically, the cobalt jacket
ransformed  into heavily
tive \lmv when the bomb
at first en

it settles lethally
radioactive
WAS TAKEN SERIOUSLY

This theoretical possibility has
given rise to apocalyptic visions
of whole nations, whole conti
nents, and finally the whole
world, covered ‘with the lethal
cobalt dust, and wiped clean of
human life. Actually, the cobalt
bomb was taken entirely serious
ly for a time, both by the sci-
entists and by the military

One school of scientists, prom-
inently including Dr. E. O
Lawrence of California, saw the
rument
which, with
popula-

of
prior warnings to the

tion, might be relatively hu-
mane, The Defense Dept. began
reviewing the possible uses of
such a weapon as early as the
summer of 1950, when it first
became clear that a hydrogen
bomh could be constructed, The
concept of denial warfare has
now been discarded by the sci-
entists, and the Defense Dept
has rr.nhul the conclusion that
optimism”  (odd
the cobalt bomb
was unjustified; and that it
not, even potentially, a practical
military weapon. For one thing,
there is the old problem of de-
livery. An immense weight of
the heavy metal, cobalt, must
be added to the already bulky
hydrogen bomb — so great a
weight that no presently knewn
aircraft or missile could deliver
an efficient cobalt bomb,

To be sure, a cobalt bomb of
immense size and weight could
be transported in a ship,
then exploded so that the “fall-
out” should occur over enemy
territory. The trouble is that
there is just no way to predict
a fallout accurately. There are
all_sorts of lmwl“hehhlr‘

Quote, Unquote

A correspondent writes that the
Russian Supreme Soviet is guard
ed much more rigidly than our
Congress. That's the trouble — the
hunting sites where the shooting
would be the best are always
posted. — Florida Times-Unlon,

One thing for sure as we sit
and figure out our income tax re.
turns and our payments and our
arithmetic:  When it all comes
down to the final figures we fig-
ure that considering everything
America is a pretty cheap place
in whish to live’ We haven't
heard of a place vet that offered
more for less money. — LaGrange
(Ga) News.

A pessimist is a woman driver
wha's sure she can't park her car
in a tight place. An optimist is a
man who thinks she won't try.—
Greeneville (Tenn:) Sun,

Everyone should be required to
hold a very tiny baby now and
then. The world looks different if

tors, from the size of the dust
particles to changing meteoro-
logical conditions. There was no
intention, after all, to expose
the Japanese fishermen to radio
activity from the March 1 hydro-
gen test—this was the result of
a bad meteorological guess.

Indeed, there is apparently no
way of being absolutely sure
that the fall-out is on enemy
territory, and not on your own.
For such reasons, there appears
10 be no intention to go forward
with the manufacture of cobalt
bombs in this country. It is be-
lieved —and hoped—that there is
also no such intention in the
Soviet Union.
CARBON-14 INCREASED

Aside from the cobalt bomb,
there is one other way in which
the human race might theoret.
ically be wiped off the face of
the earth. The explosion of a
hydrogen bomb increases the fo
tal of radioactive earbon-14 in
the atmosphere. Carbon-14 is ab-
sorbed into the human body. As
previously reported in  this
space, it was officially estimated
not long ago that the explosion
of only a few hundred hydrogen
bombs might suffice to render
the human race sterile; or
might even result in the repro-
duction of a generation of ster-
ile mutations, or monsters. Thus
the spiders, praying mantises,
and other lower forms of life,
relatively tolerant of radioac-
tivity, might inherit the earth.

The experts have mow con-
cluded that this danger is wholly
remote; there were, it seems,
errors in the original ealeula-
tions. As also previously report
ed in this space, although there
is theoretically no ceiling to the
power of the hydrogen bomb, a
phenomenon known as “the limit
of blow-out” limits the lateral
destructive effect of the bomb
to less than 20 miles

Thus the destruction of the
entire human race appears to be
beyond the limits of human in.
genuity, The experts emphasize,
of course, that no one can be
absolutely sure, where so many
imponderables are involved. But
it does begin to seem, for what
consolation it may provide, that
there will always be some of
us left.

How You Hunt

Tigers At

Night In Indian Jungle

By ROBERT

SUPHKAR RANGE, India

HE cold peacock is very tasty,

if you like peacock, and I like
peacock, especially with mustard
pickles. The kerosene refrigera-
tor yields up cold soda and beer
&nd ice cream.

Outside the big dak-bungalow
the trees are scarlet blobs of
flame—samal trees—against the
deep glossy green of I,
poplarlike sol trees
straight sweet pines 3
are sunny with a brisk breeze,
and the nights arg cold at the
lavish camp.

Down the road a piece in an-
other camp are old friends, Jack
Roach of Texas and Charlie Vorm
of Indiana. We drop in on each
other occasionally for a meal or
@ drink and a lot of lies.

This place looks like a country
club in Connecticut, in the early
fall, except for the bullock carts
and buffalo convoys taking teak
logs out. A radio blares happily
somewhere in the compound, an
kids play with assorted dogs
About the enly exotic note is a
monkey, wha touches his forehead
in a salaam when you speak to
im

This is about as unjungly as
Westchester County, but it is
prime tiger country, and a 10-
minute walk puts you right in a
tiger's lap. No day passes that
a tiger does not kill a native cow
or buffalo and drag it off to the
jungle
So it is natural that an idiot of
my caliber will find himself sit-
ting in a tree over the corpse of
the tiger’s latest kill, in the pitch-
black jungle, waiting for old
Shere Khan to come back to his
dinner.,

BACK TO NATURE

That is when all the country-
club aspects fade, because a
jungle at night is a jungle at

night, and I know of nothing more
solemn and creepy. All the little
gimmicks and delusions of civili-
zation fade and sputter out. You
are right back with your forefa.
thers—naked, shivering, and wish-
ing for a scrap of fire to ward off
the predatars,

1f you could smoke or talk to
your shikari it wouldn't be so
bad. But the walk into the jungle
is a mile of silence, and the sec-
ond you climb the tree and hud
dle down on the hard poles of
your machan—your improvised
seat—you do not cough, sneeze,

C. RUARK

smoke, talk, scratch or even think
very loudly for as much as five
hours. You sit in a tree like an
ape and contemplate eternity.

The night noises of an Indian
jungle are fantastic. The peacock
cries stridently, the female sound
ing as if she is saying “Halp!"
and the male saying “Meeow,"”

e a human imitating a cat. In
the dusk, before it's dark, the
doves mourn and the ravens
squawk and chuckle ghoulishly
Then night drops on the forest
and the noises you will never iden-
tify begin

There are cheerful screams and
screams like damned souls. There
are bell sounds and shrieks and
liquid, rippling ,notes. There are
paps and gurgles and croaks and
crashes, whispers in the bush and
stealthy steps. There is the chit-
ter of a hyena and the yapping of
a jackal

The moon rides up slim and sil-
ver and the Stars creep out
Deep in the thicket a sambhur
stag bells; a cheetal deer barks;
monkeys curse. You think of God
and heaven and hell and mistakes
and sins and moneys owed, anc
wonder if the pimple may be can-

2

r
HERE HE COMES

And then the jungle is still, so
still you can hear the pounding of
your heart, feel the throbbing of
your pulse. A slight sibilant sound
is heard in the bush, a velvety
brushing. A shadow slides out of
the deeper shadows. It merges
with the black blob of the slain
buffalo

Then the hand of Khan Sahib,
your shikari, slides up your back
and grasps you by the neck, with
steady pressure. Below you the
sounds begin, the smarling, the
crunching of bones, the ripping of
esh — horrid sounds in the jun-
gle dark. For five minutes, 10 min-
utes, you live four of five thou-
sand years, and then the hand on
your neck relaxes and taps your

A tongue of light flicks out and
there he is, Shere Khan, the tiger,
evil - eyed, bloody-mouthed, his
wide ruff stained with blood, look-
ing straight at you as he crouches
snarling over his kill

A tiger at night is an experienca
that all men should see once, if
only to inform of what a short
distance they have traveled since
they came down from the trees
to walk erect as men

As Yet, Adlai Stevenson

Has No Strong

By DORIS

WASHINGTON
YONGRESSIONAL leaders will
4 get all the best spots when the
Democrats foregather here May
5 and 6 and the slogan will
“Let's look at the record.”
Adlai Stevenson will be master
at the Jefferson-
dinner where his
talent for quips should be effec-
tive, but he will make no main
address. 1t is hoped that Harry
S. Truman will accept a roving
reporter assignment, always on
hand and sticking his head in and
out of all the panel discussions. A
retinue of real reporters could be
expected to tag along in anticipa-
tion of those headline-making
shots from the hip

The question most often
bated privately will still be: 1s
Stevenson already the inevitable
Democratic candidate for Presi-
dent in 1956 While many Demo-
crats want him, some do not and

are quietly promoting various
dark horses,
SENATORIAL SUPPORT

Look magazine has gone to the
48 Democratic senators for an an.
swer. Asked if they thought St
enson would be the candidate, 33
said yes, 15 said no. Asked if they
wanted him at the head of their
ticket, 25 ators said yes. The
remaining 23 gave various replies
as: “It's too early to say." “We
may develop some new faces by
then. "

What was interesting about this
poll in addition to the figures was
its failure to develop a second
placer. This supports a widely

Competitor

FLEESON

Yeld opinion that if the convention
were held next month, it would be
Stevenson on the first ballot
Stevenson improved his stand-
ing in his Miami speech where,
against the advice of some sena
tors, he challenged the adminis-
tration on McCarthy, the hydro-
gen bomb and Indochina. The
speech was badly delivered and
led to some concern about his
health, He has since h an il
ness and a kidney operation which
was reported siccessful

Three other polls recently have
cheered up the Demoerats

The Minnesota poll of the
Cowles newspapers on the Senate
tace showed 49 per cent for the in-
cumbent Democrat, Hubert Hum-
phrey, and 34 per cent for his
challenger, State Treasurer Bjorn-
son

The Texas poll by Joe Belden,
considered a reliable barometer,
states that while 62 per cent of
Texans still like Tke, there is grow
ing criticism which is unlikely to
subside unless times get better,
This is a loss to the President of
12 per cent since August, 1953,

Belden also said H:m two out
of three Texans felt a
the worse in the economic
mate since January,
three out of 10 rural
of 10 urban voters
administration aims o
farm prices,

lower

The Denver Post reported this
week that a Colorade poll shows
fewer than one-half of the state’s
v»ww nts feel Eisenhower is ¢
ing a good job.
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WASHINGTON
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d but rnal Revenue puts them by the salesmen no matter how higl
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of shakedowns under section 1 of the
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ment insurance on loans for home mod-
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Coughlin-McCarthy Critic

no one who knew him Cou
should of Cath
radio priest
hierarchy had r

Bishop Bernard Sheil
the first pro
ate to stand up and denounce Sem.

Me

Sheil had also stood up and denounced
Coughlin,
was splitting the United States on re-

Bishon Sheil
speech, he
in some circles as he Is to-
and it probably lost him the arch-
b;:hnmlr of Chicago.

visit Bx.hnn Sheil in Chicago
meet a Puerto Ri
in one outer office and a f\'r:rn secre-
tary in another for he has taken up the
battle of those who suffer hardship as
a result of the current recession, and he
Puerto
are first to feel the econom
bishop is never able to
e is always
bishop's inner office
find a ~mu» of the famed football play-
er Knute Rockne almost alongside that
of the Virgin Mary, Most people have for-

he was chaplain of t
before he began his Golden Gloves con-
tests on the sound theory that the way to

under investiga
to stop this practice, to give
inst two expected 10 off the s

Sheil

nent Catholic

15_years Bishop

who, like McCarthy,

reform boys who fought on the streets is

them someplace to fight clean—
ets,

And Coughlin

Bishop Sheil's denunciation of Father

hlin was what tipped the scales
public opinion ag: the

Prior to that the Catholic

ained silent. But Card-

inal Mundelein of Chicago, a great friend
resident Roosevelt's, finally decided
that the time had come o speak out,

he prepared a radio address de-

nouncing Coughlin

made the anti-
was attacked just

livered

an secretary by the

nd Negroes
¢ pinch, The
ist a hardship
ke,

Ricans

you will

cago

1o keep

The night
however,
his sleep, and next day Bishop Sheil de-

cardinal would have
He was immedi;

before he was

to speak,
Cardinal Mund

died in

the speech w said the

v criticized not only

Coughlinites but by those who

said he had no right to speak for the
cardinal
asked. that the cardinal would not have
changed his mind?

And because he had become a con.
troversial
passed over

How did he know, people

figure, Bishop Shei] was
in_faver of Bishop Stritch,
Cardinal Stritch. when it came to

appointing a new archbishop for Chi-

Bishop Sheil began life as monia. Now over 70, he has

a great athlete, once received a bid from bishop for 25 years, longer than any
hite Sox. That was before other bishop in this country.

Cook County jail, gardless of his health, his spirits are

high and he has not lost the courage

fighting for the rights of men,
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