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N. C. Passes Up Polio Vaccine

TE CANNOT but voice our deep
-_\‘ disappointment that state health
officlals in North Carolina have ruled
out the use of the new Salk polio vac-
cine this year.

The Salk vaccine holds out, for the
first time, a very real promise of ending
the dread disease of infantile paralysis
1t has been tested and retested in the
laboratory and on selected groups of
individuals, and this year is to get a
largescale test in the field. It had been
tentatively agreed that the new vaccine
would be tried out in seven North Caro-
lina counties that have had a high polio
incidence over a period of years—New
Hanover, Catawba, Caldwell, Durham,
Guilford, Rockingham and Buncombe.

Dr. Roy Norton, state health officer,
has notified the ional Foundation for
Infantile Paralysis that North Carolina
will not participate. He and his assistant,
Dr. John H. Hamilton, contend that the
upsurge of polio in North Carolina
starts earlier than in other stales—in
April and May, reaching its peak during
July—and that it requires five weeks
to glve the three inoculations of the vac-
cine.

From Cobalt Bombs,

OR A LONG TIME now, military
commanders have used the phrase—

“scorched earth policy'—to describe a
tactic used by the defeated to delay a
congueror, or by the conqueror to pun-
ish the defeated. But it has never been
more than a figure of speech, for man
was not given the power to destroy com- *
pletely all life, even in the relatively
narrow strip of territory he set out
to lay waste. When the armies were
gone, normal life was soon resumed

Today a “scorched earth” is no longer
a figure of speech. It has been brought
into the realm of the scientifically prob.
ahle by the development of the hydro-
gen bomb. By casing the homb in cobalt
instead of steel, we are told, the atmos-
phere can be made radioactive. Prof. Leo
Szillard of the University of Chicago,
one of the architects of the atomic bomb,
estimates that 400 oneton deuterium-
cobalt hombs would create enough radio-
activity in the atmosphere to extinguish
all life on earth

Knowledge of the cobalt homb is not
new. Early in 1950, Albert Einstein,
speaking of the yetundeveloped hydro-
gen bomb, said:

“It successful, radioactive poisoning of
the atmosphere, and hence annihilation of
any life on earth, will have been brought

“Better use can be made of this
scarce vaccine by using it in a state
a later seasonal peak,” he wired

w
Dr. Hart E Riper, medical direc-
tor of the National Foundation for In.
fantile Paralysis.

A layman is not competent to ques-
tion the professional judgment of the
state health officials. But even to a lay-
man, it is obvious that if the inoculations
were given as late as May 1, immunity
would be established early in June, well
before the peak months of July and
August.

Drs. Norton and Hamilton have as-
sumed a responsibility that we would
not take. If any of the seven test coun-
ties are hit by polio in 1954, and if the
polio vaccine proves effective elsewhere,
they will have to answer to their own
consciences.

Moreover, this new development is
one of the most dramatic and the most
significant events in the history of med-
fcine. It distresses us that North Caro-
lina, a leader in so many enterprises,
will be sitting on the sidelines instead
of taking part in the nationwide testing
of the new vaccine.

A Scorched Earth

possibili-

within the range of technical
ties.”

Laboratory tests already made show
that when cobalt is bombarded with neu-
trons, it develops radioactive rays 320
times more powerful than the gamma
Tays given off by radium. In theory, an
enemy could set off a cobalt bomb in
the Pacific, and the prevailing winds
would carry the radioactive dust cloud
across the United States, destroying
most life in its path

Fortunately, the cobalt bomb contains
within itself the framework of its own
control.  Since prevailing winds blow
from west to east because of the rotation
of the earth, the radioactive cloud
would sooner or later pass over the ter-
ritory of the nation setting off such a
bomb, Hence, it is unlikely—unless some
madman should try {o destroy the whole
world along with himself—that a cobalt
bomb will ever be tested, or even built.

Even so, the fact that the cobalt homb
Is already technically feasible is just one
more reason for the great powers to get
together on some realistic and adequate
system of international control of hydro-
gen and atomic warfare. The secret of
the universe is too rich with the promise
of beneficial dividends to permit its be-
ing lost by mass suicide.

Planning Board Needs Better Understood

D AYOR Phil Van Every's endorsement
of a reasonable budget for the
Charlotte Planning Board indicates a
growing understanding around City Hall
of the difficulties the board is up against

The board ha nly the part-time serv-
fces of James R. Ritch and that portion
of his time available to the board is
largely taken up by checking residential
subdivisions inside the city and up to a
mile beyond the city lim

If the Planning Board had no other
function t it would not need its
sineering staff. But
take
fixing the

1s

several other major projects
boundaries for frin zoning and
subdivision 1 irveying the
perimeter area with a view to extending
the ¢ limit only And
there projects lying

area

control, &

to cite two.

lozen other

are

around that the board should be working
on

The mayor's statement in yesterday's
News makes a point too often forgotten.
In the years when the late J. B. Marshall,
a former city mansger, was consultant to
the Planning Board, the city got more
than its meney’s worth. Mr. Marshall was
a qualified engineer who was dedicated
to serving his city. The modest consult-
ing fee his firm received did not begin
to pay for the job he did

The J. B. Marshalls, however, are few
and far between. The Planning Roard
today is up against some |-ruhhn\\ which,
if anything, are even knottier than the
ones it faced when it had Mr. Marshall’s
help. And if the Council wants the board
to be an effective agency, some money
will have to be forthcoming.

Brownell Report Served Useful Purpose
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A&M College reports that
modern freshman's biggest worry is
ades but where to park his car
ors may sniff, but who can say
snot as matu St. Louis

I DispATCH
The United States Army conducts a
25cent tour of Berlin which includes

sses of Russians posted there. It

would be worth a tourist's quarter to
look at a Red and mutter an appropriate

A sotto  voce New ORLEANS

It we were planning a motor show
we'd have one prominent hooth com-
pletely empty, just to let the folks see
what arking place looks like.—
FLORIDA 1ES-UNION

A boy swallowed marble while

watching a TV show, and was rushed to
the hospital. The surprising thing is any-
noticed. — KiNgsport (TENN.)

The best thing to take when run down
is the license number of the car.—VarL-
A (GA. ) Times.
One of the most desirable changes a
1 courth » administrations
ould effect would be to change the odor
of courthouse disinfectant KINGTON
HERALD, 4

“... and this organization will throw its weight behind a campaign to show Russia

People’s Platform

the folly of her ways ..

The Value Of Charlotte College

Wake Forest
Editors, The News:
\rm—:\' 1 was preparing for
graduation from Central
High School in 1950, T was not
at all sure what vocation I would
enter, nor did I plan to enter
college. However, on the last
day of classes before graduation
at Central, one of my t
chanced to mention Charlotle
College and the fact that
scholarship was being offered by
the eollege.

There weren't many people
trying for the scholarship that
year, so I happened to win. Dur-
ing the ensuing two years I
worked at an insurance agency
for seven hours each day and
attended classes in the
and evening. By living af
and working during the day I
was able to completely pay for
my two years of college, with
the aid of the scholarship.

It was at Charlotte College
that 1 came to the realization
that an education is indeed
worth working for and decided
to continue my college educa
tion to study medicine. Upon
graduation from Charlotte Col-
lege I received the Bill Mitchell
Award for scholarship

Since that time I have heen
at Wake Forest College, have
majored in French and general
science, was recently elected in
to Phi Beta Kappa, and will
graduate in June. Next October
I will enter the Duke University
School of Medicine.

As far as 1 am concerned,
Charlotte College has meant an
education to me; for without
Charlotte College I would never
have heen able to begin college
and would never have come this
far in my educ;

In my opinion the
at Charlotte College
exceptional ab
celled by none.
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will thereby he invaluable to
the students who will take ad-
e of the opportunity of-
fered by the colleg

—STEVE MAHALEY

Community Colleges
Help Working People

Davidson
Fditors, The News

N ANSWER to the letter of

Mr. Feimster appearing in your
issue on April 7, I should like to
a few words. In the opinion
of this writer the initiation of a
tax levy for the support of Char-
lotte’s two city colleges is unfair
axation, He seems to feel that
such a fax would place the bur-
den of providing college educa-
tions for the higher econemic
brackets on the shoulders of a
group who could not benefit from
such a program,

Nothing could be further from
the truth. @ne of the major pur-
poses for which these colleges
exist is to provide the opportu-
nity for those who otherwise
could not afford it, the benefit of
two years of college education.
To accomplish this classes ara
held in the late afternoon and
evening hours so that those who
must work during the day may
still attend the courses. Further,
there is a definite effort made to
keep the tuition rates as low as
possible while still furnishing ade-

i In order that
continue, it seems now
that the colleges re.
er funds

nce, 1 would like to appeal to
the voters of Charlotte to realize
the great advantages of the pro-
grams of these colleges. Certain-
ly no other resource available to
our nation today eq that of
her youth adequately educated.
To secure the financial security
of these schools by this small
levy is certainly one of the best
investments in the future this
community could make, 1 sin-
hope that many persons
e an active interest in
this issues and see to it that these
schools receive the support of the
city they so evidently deserve
—JOHN R. SHANNON

Carter Was Scapegoat
In Draft Board Case

Charlotte.
W
)R Fred W. Hengeveld and his
ssociates to resign bodily as
members of Mecklenburg Coun-
Service Boar -
I deliberation.”
iraft deferment
of a local youth was not a_just
act, inasmuch as it has rendered
unsavorable publicity to S

=z

over the

Hoey, Lennon and Rep. to
Lewis Hershey, director of
E ve service, and to James

er of the young man
1

in question
the fashion in wh
nation was

sterful piece of work

The board members, expressing
a desire to leave personalities out
of the question, refused to give
newsmen the names of the father
and son who had set off the fire-
works. Fourteen hours later, our
good ex-hoard members shary
their little secret with the popu-
lace, after emotions had been
aroused

I was in the Army with men
who had gotten as many as four
exemptions, yet their names have
never made section 19-C in a
semi-monthly. For three years
and six months “Jippy” Carter
works hard on his college degree,
receives a 60-day extension on an
carlier deferment so that he may
be allowed to graduate in June,
and causes an entire Selective
Service Board to resign

It is my opinion that James L.
Carter Jr. became the scapegoat
in the situation. The hoard over a
nimber of years had become
somewhat agitated, being over-
ruled, so the “next time™ they
decided 1o call it quits. “Jippy"

got tagged.
=~DAN BRASWELL

Shut-In Society
Helps Invalids

Concord
F

itors, The News:
HE aim of the National Shut-

In Society is to give cheer
and comfort to chronic invalids
who are memhers of the society,
without regard to race, creed or
color.

Committees supply wheel chairs
to invalid members at a low
rental. The Helping Hand Com-
mittee supplies the invalid with
hot water bags, rubber air cush-
ions, stationery etc. The Library
Committee lends books to the
members. The other committees
are, birthday, blind and correspon-
dence.

No shutn member shall apply
for money to the members of the
society, or attempt to urge upon
another the particular belief of
any sect or denomination

For the dues of $1.00 per year,
each member receives the month-
ly publication of lhs magazine
“The Open Window."

Anyone wanting to know about
joining, please write Miss Nettie
Keever, State Representative, 160
North  Union  Street, Concord,
North Carolina, and you will re-
ceive  membership ~ application
blank.
=NETTIE KEEVER

Huntersville Students
Enjoyed Tour Of News

Huntersville

Editors, The New
TE all enjoyed going through
The Charlotte News. We
found it very interesting and edu-
cational. We were thrilled to see
our pickure in the paper. And we
want to thank you for a very en-

Joyable visit
~NANCY DWYER

For 5th, 6th G

s

Officials Obsessed With
Secrecy For Its Own Sake

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

O‘CE OF THESE reporters has
just finished a telephone con-
versation with an old acquain-
tance, an able official in the mid-
dle ranks of the government. The
cumersanon was about as fol-

RLI“ORTER How about lunch
Monday
UPHLI\L Sorry, can't make
t
REI PORTPR How about Thurs-
ay

day or Fri
OFFICIAL. (After embarrassed
pause): Look, frankly, I think I'd

better l\ol ha\e lunch ‘with you at

all just ne
REPORTER: (After embar-
rassed pause): Oh . ... is it one-

sixtwo?

OFFICIAL: That's right.

ix-two,

REPORTER: Oh.

This cryptic exchange may seem
of less than world-shaking signi-
ficance, Then it may be worth re-
porting all the same, since it re-
lates to a subject which is not
without genuine national impor-
tance. This is the downright neus
rotic obsession with secrecy for
its own sake in the American gov-
ernment
PERIL 1S ABSOLUTE

The story goes back to last
summer, when the Eisenhower
administration embarked on a re-
examination of the national situa-
tion. This new look went forward
in the lurid light of the Soviet hy-
drogen bomb, tested in August.
Finally, the conclusion was
reached that the danger to the
nation was now absolute, and it
was therefore decided that the na«
tional security must have absoluta
priority over all other considera-
tion

This decision was approved by
the National Security Council, at
a meeting early last October, and
officially embodied in a policy
paper known as NSC-162. It
seemed to these reporters a posi-
tive duty to report this basic na-
tional decision, involving a bold
facing-up to realities. There was
nothing secret, after all, about
the Soviet hydrogen bomb, or the
danger to this country's survival
of which it is a symbol. So the
decision and its background wera
sympathetically described in this
space. Immediately thereafter,
all hell broke loose. Robert Cut-
ler, able secretary of the Nation-
al Security Council, was said to
be tearing out large tufts of ill-
spared hair in his rage, and oth-
er members of the council were
almost equally angry. Highly-
placed friends passed on stern
warnings and admonitions. Less
highly-placed officials, known to
be acquainted with these report-
ers, hecame the objects of beady-
eved suspicion and harassment,
Thus (he perhaps excessive cau-
tion of the official quoted above

One-

is at least understandable
The uproar, it appeared, wai
caused by the heinous sin of pube
lishing the number of the paper.
number seemed 50 Unimpor-
tant at the time that these re-
porters cannot even remember
where they heard it. Even now,
its terrible significance remains
unexplained. One official, asked
what information it would con-
vey to a potential enemy, puz-
zled for a moment and replied
that “a Russian spy who got hold
of the NSC files would know
which paper to look for first.”
Even he had to admit, with a
smile, that this danger seemed
a trifle remote. In fact, the
number of the paper can hardly
have been the whole cause of the
uproar. Many officials love se-
crels just because they are se-
crets—this is the adult version of
the childish, “I gotta see-crut you
don't know, so ha-ha.” Moreover,
since the National Security Coun-
cil became the center of power
in the executive branch of tha
government, reducing the Cabi-
net to a shadow, anything to do
ith the NSC is supposed to ba
ee-crut.” “What goes on in the

NSC,” one official has remarked
testily, “is nobody's damn busi-
ness.”

NSC IS GOVERNMENT

If this is true, then the Amerl-
can government is nobody's damn
business, since the NSC is the
American government as far as
the great life-and-death issues are
concerned. No one denies, of
course, that there are genuine
government secrets, which should
)ne closely held. Indeed, in the

days, before Chairman Lewis
Slra\us introduced his policy of
censorship-by-indirection, it was
comforting for a reporter to know
that the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion would give him sensible
guidance in the atomic field—
these reporters have cheerfully
suppressed a number of columns
at_the AEC's request,

But what is a genuine govern-
ment secret? Should it really be
a secret that the leaders of the
government, after long study of
all the facts, have concluded
that the danger to national sur-
vival is so grave that national
security must have an absolute
priority? Are the , basic
reusnlns" for this decision genuine

ets

There are those who say that

ey are — that the American
people would “get hysterical” if
they knew the truth, and that
such grim knowledge' should be
confined to “responsible offici-
als.”” Those who believe this need
to be reminded that in our free
society not even august members
of the NSC are real masters of
the government. The real mas.
ters are the American people, and
therefore when the people are
kept in ignorance disaster is sure.
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Italian Reds, Industrialists
Oppose Ambassador Luce

By MARQUIS CHILDS

OME
U. S. Ambassador Clare Boothe
Luce, almost from the first
day of her arrival here a year
ago, has been the target of the
Communist apparatus with its nu-
merous and skillful propaganda
organs. It has been a merciless,
unrelenting attack carried on in
newspaper and in wall posters,
distorting and maligning _every-
thing that she has said and done.
Palmiro Togliatti, Moscow-trained
boss of the Communist Party, said
on the floor of the Parliament
that she had the “evil eve”, put-
ting a curse on everything she
came near.

Disagreeable as it is from day
to day and week to week, the
Communist drumfire can be dis-
counted and maybe even ignored.
But the subtle undercover opposi-
tion of the industrialists is some-
thing else again. It is part of the
dubious political balance on which
the government of Prime Minis-
ter Marion Scelba is uncertainly
poised.

Ambassador Luce tells the gov-
ernment and the industrialists that
she cannot approve placing con-
tracts in plans where the unions
have a Communist majority. She
must try to place the work in
factories dominated by non-Com-
munist unions. In some categories
of work that is difficult or im-
possible. But, even so, Mrs. Luce
points out that she could never
defend before a committee of
Congress the awarding of a con-
tract for military work in which
Communist shop stewards have so
much authority, with access to
all_information.

The industrialists reply that

most Communist workers are not
real Communists, anyway. Fur-
thermore, they argue that the ef-
fort to exclude big plants with
Communist unions is bound to
create more unemployment, and
unemployment makes real Come
munists.

Ambassador Luce is also trying
to persuade the Scelba govern:
ment to enforce another provision
of the Offshore Aid Act, which
provides that the benefits of
American spending be shared as
widely as possible through every
segment of the economy. Unfor-
tunately, very few specific condis
tions were laid down in connec-
tion with the spending of the near-
ly three and a half billion dollars
in aid.

As a result it was almost liter-
ally true that the rich got richer
and if the poor didn't get poorer
at least. their position was little
improved. Since the rich have up
untjl now paid almost no taxes it
has meant the persistence of the
basic injustice of a more or less
feudal system in the midst of an
advanced technology. It goes
without saying that this has
meant a_heaven-sent opportunity
for the Communists.

Some of these things Mrs. Luca
said privately when she visited
America in January. What she
was trying to do was o alert peo-
ple back home to the dangers
here. Some of her critics have
said that this was not the func-
tion of an ambassador. But it
did bring an awareness of the
situation in Italy whereas the
conflicts in France that have now
come to the surface were appar-
ently never reported to Washing.
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Teamsters, Summerfield Made A Deal

labor racl kv‘m ring was

happy

Member of the co

cer. mim
denial, this deal Was the teamsters.

Here is the inside story of what hap-
pened.

Last June, (
man of .hw
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n
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Teumsters Object
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ment Operations
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m GOP House
of Indiana.

on deal with

Hoffman, Georia,
nary probe of
d around De-
alleged pres.

ployers to make  Meanwhile,

from Jim Hoffa,

Following this,
ernment Operations Committee voted to
chairman,

spired by the labor matter in Detroit so
much as by the fact that Hoffman is dif-
ficult to get along with and was con-
ducting the committee's affairs as if-he
were its sole member.

But Hoffman. blocked by his own com-
mittee, made an end run by getting the
House Labor Committee, of which he is
also a member, to probe the Detroit team-
sters. So a subcommittee, including Hoff-
man, Smith of Kansas, and Landrum of
continued
using information gathered by the staff of
the Government Operations Committee.

12 Teamsters Indicted
however,
Hoffa and Bert Brennon, his right-hand
got in touch with Postmas 3
eral Summerfield, former GOP

head of the teamsters

committeeman for Michigan and the man

who had run the Republican Party in

on July 15, the Gov-

cantankerous
This vote was mot in-
that

the Detroit probe

teamster head

ational

troit.

Meanwh
Governmg
been probing labor practices in Minneap-
olis and other areas—but has been care-
Gen- ful since last November to avoid De

that state.

After that the Detroit probe was called
off. After that also, the teamsters, usual-
Iy s(rm;‘l for the Democrats, leaked word

ey
Homer Ferguson for the Senate

Meanwhile, a
sparked by the initial Hoffman investiga-
tion in Detroit has indicted 12 leading
teamsters, 3
falino, head of the juke box local;
Nicoletti, head of Local 247 in Delrmh
and David J. Keating, head of Local 614
in Pontiac. Dave Beck. national head of
the teamsters. has now suspended all of
the 12 except for Buffalino,
named Hoffa as trustee for the locals in-
v

are supporting Republican

county zranrl Jury

including William

M]k!

and has

e also, a subcommittee of the
Operations Committee hag




