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Green Light For A Great Program

7ESTERDAY the community reached
\ another milestone in its progress
The state Supreme Court's decision that
the library bond vote was constitutional
at last clears the way for construction
of the sorely-needed new main library
and branch libraries.

The library building program has been
held up for over a year by legal techni-
calities. On Dec. 13, 1952, city and county
voters approved the library bonds by
a resounding 5,872 to 2,554 vote. Then
bond attorneys questioned the legality
of the bond issue. City and county each
were to put up $800,000, and city taxpay-
ers would of course pay for part of the
county's $800,000. The attorneys thought
1his additional payment by city voters
might be construed as double taxation
and held unconstitutional. So a friendly
suit was instituted in a local court,
appealed to the Supreme Court, which
sent it back to the local court with in-
structions for written findings, then
back to the Supreme Court where,
finally, Justice Parker said for the court
that:

“There is no double taxation . .. and
further, double taxation is neither prohib-
ited by the state nor federal constitutions,
though the courts do not look upon it with
favor”

Although the big hurdle is now cleared,
dirt won't start flying on the new con-
struction right away. It will take a month
or two to move the main library's equip-

ment to its temporary home at 315 N
College St.—perhaps construction will
begin this fall. Too, until this decision
was handed down library officials could
not proceed with site acquisition for the
library branches. However, if sites are
acquired in reasonable time these branch
libraries (nine are tentatively planned—
four in the city, the others in Pineville,
Huntersville, Davidson, Cornelius and
Matthews) will be completed before the
main library, construction of which will
take about two years

Certainly all community residents can
share the pleasure of the patient and
capable library officials that this build-
ing program will at last proceed. The
library program fits into a wonderful
picture of community growth. Office
buildings, industrial plants, schools, new
homes are going up at a dizzying pace.
The new airport terminal will soon be
completed. The auditorium-coliseum is
well underway. Independence Boulevard
is being extended. A new by-pass is in
the advanced planning stage. Streets are
being widened, sewer and water lines
extended. When one stops to consider
the rate and diversity of this commu-
nity's growth he cannot but marvel at
the progress. It is reassuring to see that
a modern library system, which can do
so much toward development of an en-
lightened and progressive citizenry, will
be a part of Charlotte’s and Mecklen-
burg's promising future.

The Facts On ‘Communism’ In The Army

N AT LEAST three occasions, Sen.

Joe MeCarthy has sought to implant
in the minds of Americans and our
friends abroad the suspicion that the
U. S. Army has been heavily infiltrated
by Communists.

‘1, Last September, he declassified a
restricted Army intelligence report on
Soviet Siberia and charged that it was
95 per cent Communist propaganda . . ."
McCarthy made public only a few pas-
sages selected out of context. When the
Army made the full document publie, it
was revealed as an accurate and strongly
unfavorable Teport on communism in
Siberia. The senator shut up.

2. A few days later, McCarthy
launched a new sensation-a-day investi-
gdtion of alleged espionage in the Signal
Corps at Ft. Monmouth. On Oct. 12, he
said he had turned up evidence of
“extremely dangerous espionage. . . If it
develops as it has been, it will envelop
the whole Signal Corps.” He subsequently
began to back down, and on Dec. 12 ate
crow. He said he wished to clarify “some
confusion” about the Ft. Monmouth in-
quiry, and stated for the record that it
is “sufficient” to prove there was “po-
tential espionage” there.

3. On Feb. 20 of this year, in the midst
of the furor McCarthy set off over the
case of Maj. Irvin Peress, the senator
said that the Army had been “coddling”
Communists for 20 years. When Secre-
tary of Defense Wilson called the charge
“tommyrot”, McCarthy backed away and
lamely claimed that he had never said
that the Army “as such” was coddling
Communists.

What are the facts? This week, the
Senate Armed Services Committee put
the issue in its right perspective:

1. Since 1949, Army, Navy and Air
Force have discharged 590 men as se-
curity risks in cases involving “loyalty
connotations”—590 out of the many mil-
lions who have served the nation during
that time, and the record fails to show
a single proved Communist in the 590,

2. The Army estimated its security-
Toyalty cases at 00006 per cent (six one-
hundred-thousandeths of one per cent) of
its total strength. The Air Force esti-
mated its percentage at about .00005, the
Navy at about .00035,

The charge of Communist infiltration
of the armed services has heen built up
to something “far larger than it really
is," said Chairman Saltonstall of the
committee. He added:

“We are falkine about a mere handful
as against the millions who have served
this country with such inspiring patriotism
and devotion.”

It is important that this distinction be
made. One Communist in the armed
service or any other sensitive area of
government is one too many. Eternal
vigilance is necessary to keep out the
Reds. But the armed services are alert
tothe danger, the entire executive branch
is alert, the American people are alert.

We know of no useful purpose that
can be served by a continuation of Me-
Carthy's vicious and false charges against
cherished American institutions save to
aid the Kremlin in sowing doubt and dis-
trust among the American people, and
1o keep the attention of our people di-
verted from the larger dangers abroad.

More Power To Calendar Reformers

THE WORLD CALENDAR

NOTHER FIGHT is shaping up at the
U. N. This is not the usual kind of
U. N. fight. Neither war nor pestilence
is involved. The issue is: Shall the U. N,
Economic and Social Council debate cal-
endar reform? The chief pr ists are

ln

India and the U. 8. India favors a calen-
dar more scientific and simpler than
the present Gregorian one. The U. S.
maintains that there are more important
matters to discuss.

Doubtless there are more urgent ques-
tions, but there is no reason why the
fascinating subject of calendar reform
cannot also go before the U. N, the
proper forum for its discussion.

The proposed new calendar is wonder-
fully simple.” The first month of each
quarter would have 31 days. The other
two months would have 30 days. That
makes four quarters of 91 days each, or
364 days. The 365th day of the year
(New Year's Eve revelers should like
this) would be tacked onto the end of
December and called Worldsday Leap
Year Day would be the day after June
30. Like Worldsday, it would fall the
day after a Saturday, but no day-of-the-
week name would be given to it. Thus
the first month of each quarter would
begin on Sunday, and each month would
contain 26 working days plus Sundays.

We can hear the forthcoming argu-
ments, pro and con, now. The Fourth of
July would always fall on Wednesday—
no_long holidays. Ah, but Christmas
would always be on Monday. Birthdays
will always be on the same day of the
week. Yes, but think how you can plan
meeling dates ahead by knowing the sim-
ple and unchanging calendar rules.

\  Calendar reform has been advocated
for 120 years. "Twill probably be at least
her 120 years before it is accom-
mzd. Anyhow, we wish its advocates
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luck at the U. N. If nations start argu-
ing about calendar reform, maybe they'll
forget about the business of war.

What a crazy civilization'—hat brims
get narrower as cigarettes get longer and
therefore can't be smoked in the rain.—
Frompa TiMEes-U1on,

After father shows members of the
family he can't afford a certain luxury,
all they ask of him is go ahead and get
it anyway —Kansas Crry Times.

This week's weather is enough to make
most anybody scratch a furrow, cluck a
biddy or wet a hook.—Unapmta (Ga.)
OpsERVER.

Doctor: “That pain in your leg is
caused by old age”

Patient: “Old age nothing; the other
leg is the same age and it feels fine."—
Fort Mygss (Fua.) News-Press.

\

Parents, Teachers Write About Education’s llls

Charlotte
Editors, The News
IV undertaking to investigate,
discuss and arouse public in-
terest in our publie school situa-
tion The News has chosen an ob-
jective presenting the greatest op-
rortunity for public service by
newspaper I can think of. In your
editorial of March 22, you point
out that public school officials and
university authorities are poles
apart in their estimate of public
education. I believe that it is also
true that the public school offi-
clals are widely separated {rom
some of the teachers, the parents
and the employers of public school
graduates. At least a part of the
«explanation of this big difference
in estimates is that the public
echools have a very different con-
ception of the purposes of the
schools, If you will look over the
“Report of the Committee of Phil-
osophy of Education’ distributed
at the PTA meeting of the Myers
Park High School Oct. 29, 1952,
1 imagine you will find a lot of
ews as to what some people
tLink a public school is for,
1 believe the following proposi-
tions are true:
The public in general, and
parents in particular, desire that
first of all the public schools
should teach children something
sbout English grammar and ele-

“Let's write a nasty ‘Letter to the

Singapore Today

mentary arithmetic, and do the
Job as thoroughly as possible. The
“Three R's" being the exclusive
field of the public schools, no other
fnstitution undertakes to help and
failure of the school results in
complete loss to the child

(2) As you will note from the
above-mentioned roport, at least
some public school people consid-

« the learning of the “Three
R's" as almost a minor incident
in a school's program. From the

report 1 would judge that its au-
thors imagine chilaren are to be
turned over to the schools entire-
ly. abandoned by parents, church-
es, YMCA's ana the like and
hanned from all other outside ac-
tivities

(3 1f the public as a whole be-
came informed as to the big dif-
ference in what they want the
schools to accomplish and what
the public school officials are ac-
tually trying to accomplish, there
could and would be some great
changes made, (Of course, this is
where 1 believe your newspaper
is doing and can continue to do
a wonderful public service)

It also concerns me that teach-
er salaries bear little, if any, re-
lutionship to the ability or per-
formance of the teacher. The pay
1aises are conditioned upon the
courses the teacher has passed and
&0 are based upon the teacher's

go

ability to learn. No attention
whatever is paid to the teach-
er's ability to teach. And, of
the two abilities do not
necessarily go together; in fact,
my limited observation indicates
those intensely interested, and
highly gifted, in learning them-
selves are often poor teachers be-
cause of an inability to understand
the problems of ordinary students,
1 think it is high time that we
had a thorough review and re-
vision of (1) the objective of our
public schools and (2 the whole
certification system.
~CHARLOTTE PARENT

<

Some Experiences Of

One Former Teacher

Charloite
Fditors, The News

HAVE some eight years col-
lege training, six and one.
half years at Louisiana State Uni-
versity, three months at the Uni-
versity of Alabama, and a year at
Harvard University, and about
nineteen  years' experience in
teaching, twelve in high schools,
four of them as principal of a
Louisiana state-approved high
school, two in junior college, three
years as a camp educational ad-
viser in the Civilian Conservation
Corps, and two years in adult ed-

Editor’ against McCarthy . ., what have WE
t to lose.”

The Calm Before The Storm

By ROBERT C. RUARK
SINGAPORE, Malaya
JERHAPS 1 am incurably ro-
mantic, and so resent change,
even for the better, but I was
pleased to find Singapore recast
in its old mold on the surface at
least. The new stirrings of the
restless East are there under-
neath the surface, of course, and
one day the East will belong en-
tirely to the Asiatics.

But today its surface life s still
that of the old W. Somerset
Maugham stories — tiffin and tea
and red-faced planters drinking
their chota-pegs and stengahs and
gimlets on broad club verandas.
The slightly leathery ladies come
in from a round of golf in the
late afternoon and hurl them-
selves into wide wicker chairs and
shout: “Boy!" for a long cool
one before dressing for dinner.

Business is brisk in the rubber
nd the godowns at the har-
bor are jammed with merchan-
dise. The harbor is filled with
craft of all sorts — liners, freight-
ers, rusty tramps, dhows, junks,
sampans. The streets are hived
with humanity and traffic.
RICKSHAWS AND CADILLACS

The humanity varies from Chi-
nese to Malay to Sikh to Hindu
to Tamil, and the traffic is man-

drawn rickshaw and tricycled
T w and Cadillac and Jaguar
and Buick and Ford. You will

not see Japs in Singapore.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
OE McCARTHY has received one let-
ter he isn't going to publish

from a fireman on

rine hero of Lockhaven, Pa.

from Wisconsin.

“Enclosed are all the medals I re-
ceived while in the Marine Corps, plus
a few extras,” Brickley wrote McCarthy,
“they aren’t much, but they may serve
1 mean make you a hero.”
The medals included a sharpshooter s

a unit citation, and theater ribbons
the tough fighting at Guadalcanal
and various parts of the Pacific.
ley enlisted in 1952 and fought for three
years all through the Pacific War,

“These medals | am sending you,”
Brickley wrote, “I would like to deliver
But 1 couldn't give you all
the publicity you are used to receiving.

Undoubtedly he referred to the mai
ner in which McCarthy had applied for
and at first had been refused an Air
Medal for taking trips as an observer in
Eight years after
the war, following continued pressure
by McCarthy, the Marine Corps finally

you better.

bar,
for

personally.

Marine Corps planes.

the Pennsylvania
Railroad, Jacob D. Brickley, an ex-Ma-
who col-
lected his war medals. put them in an
envelope and sent them to the senator

Singapore, while recovered
from the Japanese occupation, has
a long and bitter memory of the
Japanese. It is very possible that
more concentrated atrocity was
vented on the inhabitants of this
lovely green island than any oth-
er place the Japs touched

The hearty, ruddy, -vhite-clad
rubber broker who met us took
us to his magnificent home for
tea — the home, huge in the
old scale of veranda and lawns,
was occupied by a Japanese gen-
eral. Then he took us out to show
us his pride and joy, the famous
Singapore race course, of which
he is an executive.

It is possibly one of the most
magnificent courses in the world,
with every modern gimmick, in-
cluding a hospital and operating
room for horses.

NO JAPS NOW

“I helped make it that way."
said the rubber man, “and also
helped keep it nice during the oc-
cupation. See that infield? I
mowed that lawn for the Japs.
See that grandstand? 1 slept in it
for a long time when the Japs
had me. They had me for the en-
tire length of the war. 1 weigh
a normal 150 pounds. When 1 was
released I weighed exactly 85
pounds. No. you won't see any
Japs in Singapore now. , ."

A great percentage. of my
friends out this way, English and

Australian, were all caught in
Malaya, and wore out the war
there and in Japan, where they
were transported. They seem
quite normal now, because they
were tough men to survive at all.
But this one has a bad liver, from
jaundfce or malnutrition, and othe
ers still bear the marks of mala-
ria and dengue. And, as my
friend was saying:

“We seem quite all right, ex-
cept for a tendency to pop off at
rather an early age. Every week
hear that old John's
or old Harry's heart

copped
gave out.
MODERN HOUSING

My friend pointed proudly to a
beautiful housing development on

his race course. They were trim
apartments, set in neat lines, and
brown and black kids played hap-
pily in the yards.

“This is our personal experi-
ment in the modern age out here,"
he said. “These are apartments
for our Asiatic employes, and
nice they are, too. We find that
it we give them decent housing
they don't strike, and the race
course runs like a watel
I couldn't help smiling at the
idea of a race track, a horse park,
pioneering a field of simple so-
ciology and spotting a trend to-
ward a general demand for bet-
ter living that will ultimately
wreck the white man's domination
of the East.

ucation, in Charlotte. 1 hold B.A
and M.A, degrees, and about two
and one-half years' credit toward
the Ph.D. degree, a total of four
years' graduate credit, two and
one-half years of it in my major
subject alone (history), Louisiana
has granted me the best certifi
cate fssued there, valid for life,
making me eligible for any posi-
tion in the public school system,
including state superintendent.

1 come from a family of seven
children, All are university grad-
sates. Quite a few former stu-
dents have told others I was
the best educated teacher they
had seen, and some have
kind enough to call me a good
teacher. One girl (note) member
of the junior college stafl wrote,
“Mr. Stout makes history a ro-
mantie story.”

North Carolina will not issue me
a certificate, because my eight
years of college credit contains
10 semester hours of some 20 or
30 hours “'technic training re-
quired.

1 have encountered the techni-
cal training, in demonstration
classes, probably the best method.
Little time is needed for such in-
struction. A teacher soon becomes
either a good, mediocre, or poor
teacher, usually within three
y

A great number of our univer-
sity instructors gained their posi-
tions through merit. Some are
very worthy, but sort of hangers-
on of department heads, students
who have not had a day of high
school teaching except practice
teaching in the university demon-
stration school. The state would
require me to take undergraduate
courses, a credit level 1 passed
four college years ago. I am en-
gaged in a small business, though
my personal preference is teach-
ing, studying — learning.

As discouraging as is the over-
emphasis and cant concerning
“methods,” “motivation,” *
ects,” “supervision,” and “statis-
tics,” with which state depart-
ments have saddled our public
school systems, those do not con-
stitute the chief reason the best
teachers, especially men, shift to
other work when they cam; and
the reason is not salary sched-
ules.

After two years in adult edu-
cation in Charlotte, I was employed
in a high school 70 miles away,
and dismissed at the end of the
session because | sent students
“off class.”

It was a mill town. The stu-
dents’ 1.Q.'s as tested averaged 85,
We had football, basketball, base-
ball, inter-class games, jnter -
school games, grade entertain-
ment programs, movies, during
school hours and might-nearly all
with admisson fees, We had seven
teachers in the junior high school
department, four that tried to do
school work and three who did
not. Of the four, one married, one
said she would “dig ditches"” be-
fore she would remain there, one
was dismissed, and one remained.
All of the other three were re-
employed.

A young teacher next to me set
up a radio which he and students
played during “study” or “drill
periods.” Radio programs are ed-
ucational, you know. You could
hear him yell, “Quiet!" a half-
dozen times any hour he was
present. Many times he was not
present. At such times 1 would be
forced to go into his room to es.
tablish enough order for my stu-
dents to make themselves heard,
and the partition was made of
concrete blocks and cement! He
‘was re-employed.

I had students miss classes half
the time. Some attempted their
usual disorder in my classes. At
first 1 sent them from the room,
The principal, and elderly lady,
should have taken them in hand
then; instead, she requested me to
keep them. 1 then whipped two
or three, and the other trouble.
makers simply stayed away, loaf-
ing at nearby stores. If ques-
tioned, they would say I sent them
from class. The principal made no
effort to learn the truth, Patrons
protested. She advised the school
trustees of the patrons’ protests,
Neither trustees nor county super-
inl_emknl investigated. 1 was dis-
missed. The principal had been
there 30 years.

— LEON STOUT

Good Schools Require

Parent Interest, Taxes

Albemarle
Editors, The News:
YEARS ago the term “free
schools'

s coined to des-
ignate other than private board-

ing sehools or for education by
ofher than private tutor. The
term has well outlived it's use-
fulness and should no longer be
used because it Just no longer
applies. With the advancement in
the educational field you, and I
know beyond any shadow of a
doubt that it costs money to build
maintain, operate, and staff our
public schools. This money can
ond should come from taxes -
from every indiviaual citiven. 1f
we could only realize that we
shortchange our own children
when we fail to give in all our
property for tax purposes, of
maybe give it in at a substand.
ard rate, maybe we would tell a
little different story.

We sometimes barter with the
very future of our children when
we allow palitics to enter the field
of education. True some places
lave been helped, but all too oft-
en the field of education. True
some places have been helped,
but all too often to the hurt
ot some other place. In the field
«f education we should seek to
educate children because they need
training and development and
not because they are Democrats,
Republicans or nothings.

Today we are face to face with
certain critical problems, which
we like to blame on the profes
sional school people (teachers,
principals, and superintendents!
ot maybe on those active laymen
(school board members) when it
could be similar to some of the
mvestigation now going on in va-
rious fields. Maybe it is a cover-
up for some of our own short-
comings. At any rate these prob-
lems can be solved only to the
extent to which you and 1, as
parents, are willing to manifest
interest, concern and action in
putting into practice what we
have preached too long — equal
opportunity for all.

~EDWARD D. HOLBERT

For Local Citizens'

School Commission
Charlolte
Editors, The News
HE Charlotte News and Mr.
Lucien Agniel are to be con
gratulated for their excellent ar-
ticles expressing concern over the
quality of education in our public
schools. Although numerous mag-
azine articles make it quite plain
that this is also a national prob-
lem, we are not thereby relieved
of our responsibility to seek solu-
tions on a local level

Through the National Citizens
Commission for Better Public
Schools, citizens in many other
communities have been able to
assume a share of the almost
overwhelmingly complex respon.
sibilities confronting their ed
tors. A recent editorial in The
Charlotte Observer suggested that
a local branch of this commis
sion should be considered for our
community. If a representativ
civic group, such as the educa-
tion_committee of the Chamber
of Commerce, would initiate the
organization of this commission,
I believe that they would be met
by city-wide response from con-
cerned citizens.

As parents and taxpayers, it is
our right to know the facts of our
local school situation and it is our
privilege and responsibility to of-
fer constructive help toward solu-
tions to the many problems that
confront our already overburdened
school board and teachers.

MRS. ADDISON BRENIZER JR.

There Is No Royal
Road To Learning

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
HILE 1 am a retired teacher

I am still interested in the
schools, especially the “slow-
learner.”

It seems the schools are stress-
ing progressive education. 1 agree
with the progressives that educa-
tion is growth, but growth can-
not be self-directed; it needs di-
rection. There is no royal road
to learning.

‘The public rightly demands that
at the end of the grammar school
course the pupil should be in pos-
session of certain processes. So
we will have to go back and
teach school.

Jacob A. Riis sald — “It may
be the shedding of ink in the cause
of right will set the world far-
ther forward in our day, than the
blood-letting of all past ages.” So
by agitating the subject of educa-
tion in our city paj we may
secure advancement as would be
otherwise impossible. If I can help
out in any way, let me know.

MRS. ESSIE BLANKENSHIP

Ex-Marine Writes ‘Bucket-Foot Joe'

1t's

Brickley wrote. “From

Carthy claimed he was

Brick-

It was not cleared.

The new

Spruille Braden,

awarded him the Air Medals
quested, at a ceremony which MeCarthy
arranged in his own office.

“You do not deserve the Purple Heart
because of your foot in a bucket episode,’
here on you de:
serve 1o be known as ‘Buckeb-Foot Joe, (yrihy
imstead of ‘Jumping Joe.' ™ 1

Brickley referred to the fact that Me-

tion when actually he hurt his foot while
climbing around the ship with a bucket
tied to his foot during a crossingthe
equator initiation ceremon;

ote—The Lockhaven Express, which
interviewed Brickley, passed the story
on to the Harrisburg office of the Asso-
ciated Press, which replied that it would
be necessary to “clear it with New York.”

‘New Look’ Probes

look for sena
Is being launched by Sen. Jenner's In-
ternal Security Committee today with
former assistant secre-
tary of state, as the star witness.

Braden has prepared 10 revelations
showing how communism or communis-
tie influences affected foreign policy dur-
ing or immediately alter the war, the

he re-

Possibly

wounded in ac-

Grimes’ plan

sent their side.

orial probes

most sensational of them fnvolving Alger
Hiss.

more important than Bra-
den's revelations. however, will be the
attempt by Senate Republicans to steal
the Communist show away from Joe Mc-
Jenner has appointed a dis-
tinguished mew chief counsel replacing
Robert Morris—Charles Grimes, a former
Dewey racket-buster and a New York
attorney with a reputation for fairness,

in presenting evidence and give oppos-
ing witnesses every opportunity to pre-

The hearings are part of a plan out-
lined to McCarthy by Vice President
Nixon and Deputy Attorney General Wil- iss, hy
liam P. Rogers last December in Miami
when they tried to presuade MeCarthy
to go back fo corruptionhunting and
let the Jenner committe handle
munism. Though' MecCarthy agreed to
this at the time, he has been jumping
the traces ever since,

Grimes, though appointed by Sen. Jen-
ner, was actually hand-picked by the
Brownell-Rogers-Dewey
whom he had worked in the

Braden, the opening gun in the “new
look” probe, will tell how, as assistant

lean over backward

com-

group,  with

Two o three davs later, Hiss
up, admitted he should have cleared his

secretary of state in 1946, he discovered
that Alger Hiss had written a memo tc
the United Nations listing Panama as o
country occupied
had written the memo without consult-
ing the Latin American division of whick
Braden was then in charge.

While it was true that U. S, troops
were stationed in some parts of Panama,
in addition to the Canal Zone, Braden
contended that the country as such was
ot “occupied” and that the listing of
Panama as “occupied” would i
ostrous reaction below the Rio Grande
So he went to Dean Acheson, then un-
dersecretary of state, who in turn tried
to have Hiss withdraw the U, N.

by U. 8. troops. Hiss

cause a dis-

owever, was away and could. not
found.

turned

report with the Latin American divi-
sion. but refused Braden's req that
it be withdrawn. Though the had

not been made public, ‘Hiss claimed it
would put the United States in an em-
barrassing_position to have it corrected,

Later the report was published and
became grist for the Russian propaganda
mill. According to Braden it seriously
burt our ons.

relatic




